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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, July 1, 2019 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 6 Present 3 Absent (Councilmembers Cherry L. Johnson and 

Petsas)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM March 4, 2019  

 Accepted 
 Defeated 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

REMOVE:  

 

IV. IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

2. A communication regarding a proposed standstill agreement with Bow Tie cinemas 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

Marta Knapp- South Clinton Street 

Lacey Harrison  
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Warren Jones North Clover Street 

Constantine Kazolias-47 Noxon Street 
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William Smith-42 Columbia Street 

 
Darrett Roberts-Franklin Avenue 

Earl Brown- Merritt Road 

Jeff Aman- 5 Barnard Avenue  

Laurie Sandow- South Grand Avenue  

Laura Foreman- 66 Washington Street 

Saturah Brown-  

VI. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Finney- Later this evening we will be voting on a budget resolution, which was 

submitted to us last at our last meeting and tabled for a series of mid-year budget amendments, 

which were discussed I believe that the last meeting. And we'll become part of the record. They 

are increases of $150,000.00 in expected revenues from the code enforcement. Actually I will 

walk this through when I introduce it.  

 

The second comment is that we had tentatively scheduled a communication regarding 

discussions with the Bow Tie Cinemas group and that communication will not be given this 

evening. The parties are continuing their discussions and exchange of information. 

 

VII. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison- I wanted just to start tonight with the good news of the air conditioning, which I 

think we can all feel. That was brought back online yesterday. We had our contractors on site, 

they’ve been here working 12 hours a day, and work through the weekend, and then we brought 

in the electricians to fire up the units so to speak. And it seems to be working fine. I just want to 
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say, and I want to thank the previous council and also this one too. Since 2016, we have 

completely rebuilt and replaced, actually replace not rebuilt the heating ventilation and air 

conditioning system in City Hall, which had been neglected for years, and have spent 

approximately $838,000 on two new boilers and the air handler on the roof, and now the chiller 

which is in the downstairs in the basement. We've also replaced all of the controls within the 

building, because they did not work at all. We were unable to regulate the heat or the air 

conditioning. The only thing that's really left to do now is balancing and coordinating the system. 

The chiller, which is downstairs was purchased and installed 46 years ago. That's how long that 

has been here. It was only supposed to last I guess, 20 to 30 years, and we got more out of it. 

And again so we're where we're in pretty good shape and I want to thank everybody including 

my colleagues here for you know putting up with it during the meetings  

 

So up and running, our pools are up and running again. We spent a good amount of resources 

financially, on Pulaski Pool at the end of last year we spent $375,000 resurfacing the pool, and 

we had a pretty good weekend. Everything jumped off at 1:00 on Saturday and we had 

approximately 640 swimmers Saturday and Sunday at both pools, and I want to just thank the 

Department of Public Works. They were there late on Friday making sure that all of the systems 

were working, and the Health Department came late on Friday afternoon and inspected 

everything and then gave the blessing for the opening. So we're looking forward obviously to a 

great season there at both pools and we will be also looking to do additional repairs as far as 

some of the pool houses and different aspects that also need to be addressed.  

 

Last week we held our second public forum on the YMCA at Christ Episcopal Church over on 

Carroll Street. Reverend Susan Fortunado opened it up and was the host for the event, was very 

well attended. I want to thank John Penny, and my colleague Paul Hesse and City Administrator, 

that were there to answer questions and make comments on how that is moving along, and it is it 

is moving along as far as our communications with different people who are interested in it. And 

we're going to compile all the questions that we got at both events and have answers to that and 

they'll be up on the website and social media.  

 

We had over the weekend a kind of jump around a little bit. We had the Poughkeepsie High 

School Graduation at the Civic Center which was just spectacular over 200 graduates walked 

across that stage. One of them is actually here tonight. I want to introduce you to, and that is our 

new intern, who is working here on the 3rd floor with me and John Penny, and that is Jasmine 

Garvin, who is sitting right in the back. Today was her first day. So she's a champ. She was part 

of the girl’s crew team that won a state championship. She also was 9th in her class, which is a 

big accomplishment. And she will be attending the New York Conservatory for Dramatic Arts in 

the fall. So she's going to be working we've already got an assignment going today. She's going 

to be helping coordinating some meetings that we're going to start to have with the school district 

on safety and security, which we've talked about, and she's going to working on that. And also 

see her working on some of the outreach on the YMCA initiatives as well.  

 

We had bike New York this weekend, over twenty 2500 bicyclists were here again.  I think this 

is at least the 4th year, maybe the 5th year that we've had that went off without a hitch.A little bit 

of rain but everything went well and the park was in good shape for them to launch from.  
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Also just a brief update on our municipal I.D. program. So we started that about a month ago, but 

I think we've only really had probably 8 days of actual I.D. operations where our employee 

Ingrid Sanchez, who is our bilingual employee, and we have done close to 300 I.D.s already, 

which is really which is which is great. And what we're going to do. We were doing it 2 days a 

week. We're now going to go 3 days a week through August, to accommodate them.  

 

We're working on our First Friday and Fourth of July celebrations, prepping the park again. The 

good thing is we've been working on it every other weekend for events, so it's in really good 

shape. I was there today but the team, DPW from parks and trees, are working over at Eastman 

to prep that for Friday night's, First Friday event there, which really is going to be good there is 

going to be a softball game between the Police and Fire departments. I think it takes place at 6:00 

at Stizel. And we're looking forward to that as well  

 

There was some question about the accident on the arterial highway. There was no city of 

Poughkeepsie police involvement in that accident. My understanding is the reason that the State 

Police are handling the accident investigation, that's what the sheriff's office requested them to 

come in and investigate that. As far as some of the other things, I don't I don't know anything 

else about that.  

 

We hired two new police officers today. Both were transfers. So again retention program is 

paying off and I want to thank the council for agreeing to that in July. So now we are at 91 

officers out of 92, and that's that that's also been very good because helping us with our staffing 

on the street.  

 

So just I'll end with, as most of you know we had retirements that have been taking place over 

the past week. And 10 employees have retired, with 325 years of experience, Department of 

Public Works, some here in City Hall and some downstairs in the PD. These were all CSEA 

employees who retired.  

 

There was also a statement about the accountability aspect of procedural justice. Our Director of 

Community Engagement, along with Lieutenant Sean McCarthy and Lieutenant Zeltman are 

working on the committee, as we speak and there'll be more information coming out about that. I 

think that is my report tonight.  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 
(R19-56) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SALEM 
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WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has received several requests to support and endorse 

applications of several Not-for-Profit organization under the Consolidated Funding Application 

(CFA) in addition to its own applications; and    

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has reviewed these request in conjunction with its overall 

goal of advancing its Comprehensive Plan, Main Street Economic Development Strategy, 

Waterfront Revitalization Strategy and increasing the sustainability of its community resources 

needed to support such strategies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is committed to advancing its economic development 

strategy through ongoing collaboration with other governmental units and private partners; and  

 

WHEREAS, an important component of any economic development strategy is the 

simultaneous strengthening of the City’s Not-for-Profit organizations that provide the local 

economy with public goods that generate positive externalities; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of lending its support 

and endorsement to applicants that have been deemed to support its underlying mission; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 

wholeheartedly support and endorse the following applications under the  

Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) and make a finding that such applications advance the 

city’s approved economic development strategies: 

 

1. Family Services, Inc. – New York State Homes and Community Renewal NY Main 

Street Anchor Program for the renovation to the theater and gymnasium including 

improvements to seats and lighting, replacing windows and other upgrades needed to 

sustain and expand community programing. 

 

2. Barrett Arts Center – New York State Council on the Arts Workforce Investment 

Program to hire a new, part-time Programs Manager (grant period: two years) to provide 

leadership and coordination for BAC exhibitions, education and public programs.   

 

3. Barrett Arts Center – Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) to address critical preservation and accessibility 

issues at Barrett House. Roof restoration and fire safety improvements will stabilize the 

building; a historically sensitive accessibility ramp will improve community access to our 

1840s triple-landmark brick townhouse, art exhibitions, archives, and public programs. 

 

4. Fall Kill Creative Works – New York State Council on the Arts Workforce Investment 

Program.  Fall Kill Creative Works, fka Mid-Hudson Heritage Center, has run programs 

on Main Street since 2010 using primarily volunteer help. Currently, Fall Kill Creative 

Works has a core staff of 3 part-time employees. Funds from the CFA will be used to 

move at least one staff member to full-time status. 
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5. Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum – Empire State Development Market New York 

Program Tourism Capital tract.  MHCM seeks funding to support ongoing expansion 

plans for the museum.  

 

6. Walkway Over the Hudson – New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation for the West Side Parking and Accessibility Improvement Project, which 

will enhance and improve accessibility to the Hudson valley Rail Trail, the Walkway 

Over the Hudson and the Empire State Trail. 

 

7. Walkway Over the Hudson – New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation for the Lighting the Walkway project, which will fund lighting to the 

walkway and structure of the pedestrian bridge. 

 

8. City of Poughkeepsie – Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for Fall Kill 

Creek Project.  Project will entail planning and feasibility of trail and physical 

improvements to Malcolm X Park.   

 

9. City of Poughkeepsie – Empire State Development Market New York Program to support 

ongoing branding and marketing efforts related to PKGO. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is and hereby shall do all things necessary to 

give effect to the resolution including but not limited signing any document needed for 

submission or acceptance.   
  
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON      
 

 
R19-56 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 
(R19-57) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SALEM 
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WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie hereby requests financial assistance from the New York 

State Climate Smart Communities Grant Program pursuant to Environmental Conservation Law 

Article 54 Title 15. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie certifies that, pursuant to the requirements of 

Environmental Conservation Law Article 54 Title 15, $100,000.00 of matching funds will be 

budgeted and appropriated in the city’s general fund as part of the 2020 Budget. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes Planning Director Natalie 

Quinn, an official or employee, to act on its behalf in submittal of an application through the 

Consolidated Funding Application for $100,000.00, to be used for the City of Poughkeepsie 

Comprehensive Plan and city-wide zoning code update project. 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is and hereby shall do all things necessary to 

give effect to the resolution including but not limited signing any document needed for 

submission or acceptance.   

  
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 
R19-57 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R- E- S- O- L- U- T- I- O- N 

(R19-58) 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN FINNEY:  

 

WHEREAS, addiction to and abuse of opioids is one of the greatest challenges facing 

the City of Poughkeepsie not unlike other urban areas through the country; and  

 

WHEREAS, a cause of this increasing crisis is the overabundance of prescription 

opioids. Vast amounts of prescription opioids were sold, distributed and prescribed in the City of 

Poughkeepsie over the past several years, a practice that continues today; and  
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WHEREAS, the selling distribution and prescribing of large amounts of opioids in the 

City has created a public health and safety hazard affecting the residents of the City. The crisis 

has devastated families, wreaked havoc on our economy, cost the City hundreds of thousands of 

dollars and produced a generation of narcotic dependence.  

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the opioid epidemic, cost related to healthcare, family and 

social services, criminal justice, addiction and rehabilitation, and many other areas have 

significantly increased with many of these costs being paid by the CITY; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose and intent of this legislation is to allow the City of 

Poughkeepsie to recover these costs, despite the existence of the common-law municipal cost 

recovery rule and declare the opioid epidemic and its effects on the City a public nuisance; and 

 

WHEREAS, specifically, the City provides services related to the opioid epidemic, 

which are funded by tax revenues. This legislation clarifies that reimbursement may be sought 

for the costs of providing such services, whenever practicable, from the responsible party. To 

accomplish this, the City establishes this cost recovery procedure and declares the opioid 

epidemic and its effects on the City a public nuisance.  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to  6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations) under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that 

certain actions identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental 

review under the Environmental Conservation Law; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby adopts the City “OPIOID COST 

RECOVERY AND PUBLIC NUISANCE LEGISLATION” as follows: 

 

 

 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE OPIOID COST RECOVERY AND PUBLIC 

NUISANCE LEGISLATION 

  

1. Definitions. 

a. Costs: means all expenditures related to the opioid epidemic that directly or 

indirectly arise from the City of Poughkeepsie’s response to a responsible party’s 

action or inaction. 

 

b. Responsible Party: means any person or corporation whose negligence, 

intentional, or otherwise wrongful conduct causes the incident resulting in the 

City incurring costs or who is found liable or made responsible by a court for the 

costs incurred by the City in the form of damages, regardless of the cause of the 

action.  

 

2. Governmental function cost recovery. 
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The City of Poughkeepsie may recover the costs of governmental functions related to 

opioids marketed, sold, manufactured, dispensed, prescribed, and/or distributed by the 

Responsible party. If a Responsible Party fails to pay the costs demanded, the City may 

initiate and recover costs through administrative, civil, and/or criminal action against the 

Responsible Party. In that case, the City may also recover attorney’s fees, interest, and 

any other payment or type of damages the court deems proper.  

 

3. Effect of criminal or civil proceedings on governmental function cost recovery. 

 

The initiation of administrative or civil proceedings for governmental function cost 

recovery does not bar the criminal prosecution of a responsible party for any associated 

violation. Similarly, criminal prosecution does not bar civil collection of costs for the 

violation giving rise to the criminal prosecution.  

 

4. The City of Poughkeepsie finds and declares the following: 

a. That addiction to and abuse of opioids is one of the greatest challenges facing the 

City;  

b. A cause of this increasing crisis is the overabundance of prescription opioids. 

Vast amounts of prescription opioid pain pills were sold, distributed and 

prescribed in the City over the past several years which practice continues today; 

c. There is evidence showing that approximately four in five heroin users began 

their addiction by first using and then misusing prescription pain medications 

containing opioids;  

d. The Selling, distributing, and prescribing of large amounts of opioid pain pills in 

the City of Poughkeepsie has created a public health and safety hazard affecting 

the residents of the City, resulting in devastation to City families, a negative effect 

on the City’s economy, wasted public resources, and a generation of narcotic 

dependence;  

e. That selling, distributing, and prescribing of prescription opioid pain pills is a 

hazard to public health and safety, which has created a public nuisance to the 

residents of the City of Poughkeepsie, and said nuisance remains unabated;  

f. That, in addition to all other powers and duties now conferred by law upon the 

City of Poughkeepsie, the City is authorized to enact legislation, issue orders, and 

take other appropriate and necessary actions for the elimination of hazards to 

public health and safety and to abate or casue to be abated anything which the 

Common Council determines to be a public nuisance;  

g. That manufacturers of prescription opioids and those in the chain of distribution 

have wrongfully abused the privilege of selling and/or providing medication to 

our residents and must be held accountable; and  

h. That it is the duty of the City of Poughkeepsie to vindicate the rights of the 

residents of the City of Poughkeepsie and take action to abate this public 

nuisance.  

 

5. Retroactive application 
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This legislation applies retroactively.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 
R19-59 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-19- 60) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FINNEY 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance has reported that several 2019 budget revenue lines 

are projected to be higher than anticipated; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance also reported that there are several unexpected 

expenses that were not funded in the 2019 budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Administration is desirous re-allocated some of the unanticipated revenues to 

the appropriate budget lines in order to pay such obligations; and  

 

WHEREAS, approval of this resolution will not result in a funding increase to the 2019 Budget 

for the City of Poughkeepsie, but it is necessary to transfer the funds to the appropriate budget 

lines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617; and 

 

Now, Therefore, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

GENERAL FUND   
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Budget Line    Description         Amount    

Increase: 01.07.2615  Revenue- Code Enforcement Fines  $150,000.00 

  01.11.2555  Revenue-Building Permit Fees   $163,000.00 

 

Increase: 01.08.5650.7280 FPD Deck Renovation Project   $65,000.00 

  01.08.5650.7440 City Hall Parking Drainage Repair Project $56,000.00 

  01.08.7110.7469 Pulaski Pool Repair Cost Overrun  $72,000.00 

  01.08.7110.7469 Pulaski Pool Drain Repair   $20,000.00 

  01.08.7110.7469 Supplemental Youth Grant    $100,000.00 

  

WATER FUND 

  Budget Line  Description      Amount 

Increase: 02-04-8350-7431 Expense- Utilities-Water    $487,300 

  02-00-5990  Appropriated Fund Balance   $487,300 

 

SEWER FUND 

  Budget Line  Description     Amount  

Increase: 03-08-8120-7447 Repair/Maintenance Sewer   $65,000 

  03-08-8120-7469 Contract Services- Other   $58,850 

  03-00-5990  Appropriated Fund Balance   $123,850 

 

SANITATION FUND 

  Budget Line  Description     Amount 

Increase: 18-08-8160-7230 Automobiles     $28,000 

  18-08-8160-7233 Trucks/Vans     $40,000 

Decrease: 18-08-8160-7012 Salaries- Management    $4,000 

  18-8160-7103  Salaries- CSEA     $40,000 

  18-21-9000-7808 Employee Health Insurance   $24,000 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 
R19-60 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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1. FROM BFJ, a presentation regarding the LWRP update.  

 

2. A communication regarding a proposed standstill agreement with Bow Tie 

cinemas. Removed 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and Councilmember Flowers to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:28 p.m. 

 

Dated: October 16, 2019 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on July 1, 2019.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


