
 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of August 19, 2019 

1 

 

 

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, August 19, 2019 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember Cherry)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM 3/18/19 and 4/1/19 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

 

Antonia Acevedo  

Andres San Millan-Cuneen Hacket  

Warren Jones-North Clover Street 

Sean Hemmerle-20 Crescent  

Constantine Kazolias-47 Noxon Street 

Jen Rubbo-Vassar Farms  
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Colleen Hordiman-Principal ELA Smith School  

Kathleen Ringwood Wood 

V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Finney- This evening I will give my time to the mayor. 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison- Thank you Madam Chair. It's good to be back with everybody here. I want 

to give you some updates on what's been happening with city operations since we last met. 

We were off for several weeks, a bit of a summer break.  

 

So I will start with DPW. The Department of Public Works has been working diligently on 

trees within the city. Obviously we started trimming and take downs since the warm weather 

started, and now we have been focusing as well on stump grinding. We need to do some 

grounding before we can plant new trees, obviously in their place Right now to date, in the 8th 

and the 4th wards we've done thirty nine stumps, and we've gotten clearance to do another 50 

more in the 8th ward and 6th ward. And our expectation is these will be completed before the 

tree planting starts obviously. Each Stump has to be marked out before we use to some 

grinders so that that takes a bit of time with DPW staff to make sure that we can grind those 

stumps safely.Also Department of Public Works is about three quarters of the way done now 

with the road resurfacing, milling started in around July 18th. The first group of streets to be 

milled and then paved were in the 1st ward: Gifford, Duane, Delafield, Vassar, and Lafayette, 

then moved over to Academy Street, the Hill has been done. Gaskin, Kimball, they've been 

done part of Lockermann, and was also done and Platt Street. We are going to also be doing 

additional work on Worrall Avenue, and a part of Beachwood in the 4th ward, on the hill, that 

is needed to be done. One of the things also to, prior to doing the work, actually priority the 

milling, tree crews were in taking care of the trees that needed to either be taken down or 

pruned. We have also been working on the catch basins manholes and ADA ramps are being 

completed. So we're trying to do the complete street with all of these streets that we're 
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working on and tearing up to make sure that then when they go back in to after being paved 

they're completely redone. So Worrall and Beachwood are the final two projects at projects 

that we have at this time. Crosswalks are being painted. A lot we're done in the 1st ward.  

Now what we've done is move to all of the crosswalks, in and around the schools, and they'll 

be done before opening day.  

 

We obviously had some hot days in July, we had cooling centers open on the 19th, the 20th, 

and the 30th. We did have a fair amount of people actually come to the cooling centers. And 

the cooling centers have been at 505 Main, they've been at the Salvation Army on Pershing, 

and also the Library which is a state designated County designated cooling center.  

 

Also speaking of cooling, the chiller unit has been replaced down on the lower levels of City 

Hall. So the complete restoration of the HVAC is pretty much done now in City Hall. That 

started back in 2016-2017, when we did the boilers downstairs, and then moved to the 

HVAC, and all the control boxes and thermostats have been installed. 

 

Since it's been a busy summer, one place that's been very busy too has been our two pools. At 

the first month, which would have been end of July, we had over 7000 swimmers that have 

come to both Pulaski and to Spratt. 

 

Also we've been busy in the parking department. We now have four EV charging stations at 

financial parking deck, which are being used as we speak, and two down at the Duro lot. We 

do anticipate adding more stations in 2020. We were able to get a NYSERDA money, and a 

bit of city money to get those EV stations up and running.  

 

The financial plaza deck, the renovation project is winding down. The replacement of the 

problem with the elevator is being worked on as we speak parts have been ordered by Otis. 

And it should be fixed and operational very soon. I don't want to say this week because if I 

did it wouldn't be. But where we're anticipating as soon as those parts come in. They've 

identified the problems.  

 

Public Schools, I talked about the crosswalks. We've also had a meeting last week with 

Christian Hodge who is the Athletic Director for the school system he's also Director of 

Security. So we had a school safety meeting here at City Hall with school staff and members 

of the Police Department, including our School Resource Officer Karen Zirbel on Friday. 

We'll be going to Boston to attend a forum, which is being called the Poughkeepsie Summit. 

It's being held at the Harvard Kennedy School. This summit will have local leaders, and many 

local individuals coming up from the city to work with a network of university leaders and 

social innovators from Harvard to create something that is being called as one of the 

initiatives, a Children's Cabinet. So we're pretty excited about that. Actually met today with 

Dr. Rosser here at City Hall, who is also going up, and I think there is there's a lot of interest 

in this particular cabinet.  

 

We had five new Police Officers graduate on August 9th in the Police Department, and also 

started contract negotiations with the PBA. And we have hired a new Corporation Counsel to 

replace Victor Aqeel, and that is city resident Sarah Wilson, who was in the audience tonight, 
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Sarah so thank you for coming on board. We're really excited to have you part of the team at 

Corporation Counsel. And we had a great summer of interns. We not only of the individuals 

we were able to hire part time in the Public Works Department, which we do every summer.  

We had two interns here in City Hall one we were just so happy to have we worked here on 

the third floor with me and that was Jasmine Garvin. She just graduated from PHS, 9th in her 

class. She is going to the New York Conservatory of Dramatic Arts on Wednesday. It was a 

pleasure to be with her. Her perspective on many of the issues related to the youth and the 

school district were a welcome addition to our conversations. We also had extremely dynamic 

intern in the Police Department. That was Charisma Collins who was another city resident.  

She's going into her junior year at St. John's University and she is going back to school this 

week as well. We had two interns from Marist College who had them with the Corporation 

Counsel's Office all summer, and my understanding, Paul is they are staying on working in 

Corporation counsel to assist, they've taken a lot of the workload that has been done by the 

others, and they're doing it really well and, they're having a good time too because I see them 

every single day.  

 

So Madam Chair I wanted to thank you for the opportunity this bring a brief update to what's 

been going on past few weeks. 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-19-62) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie made application to the New York State Housing 

Stabilization Funds Zombie and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative in the 

amount of $200,000 to continue the efforts of the City under the Code Enforcement and Housing 

Quality Improvement Program; and   

 

WHEREAS, the City has received notification that its applications for funding has been approved 

in the amount of $190,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Common Council to accept these funds on behalf of the City; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that this resolution constitutes a Type II action 

as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 6 NYCRR Park 617;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
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RESOLVED, that the Common Council accepts the grant from the New York State Housing 

Stabilization Fund in the amount of $190,000; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute the proposed grant disbursement agreement 

in substantially the same form and attached hereto and take all steps necessary to process and 

receive such grants. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  
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R 19-62 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW 

AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

(R19-63) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SALEM 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that an introductory Local Law, entitled “LOCAL LAW 

AMENDING CHAPTER 19, ARTICLE VI OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

POUGHKEEPSIE BY ADDING SECTION 19-6.4 ENTITLED “NATURAL RESOURCES 

” be and it hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the 

County of Dutchess and State of New York; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 6:15 o’clock 

P.M., on August 26, 2019; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON   
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R 19-63 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ASSESSOR TAYLOR, a communication regarding the Adjusted 

Base Proportion for 2019.  

 

2. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRADY, a communication regarding 

the purchase of a Sanitation Truck.  
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3. FROM JENNIFER GARCIA, a notice of property damage sustained on June 4, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM LOURDES J. ESTRADA, a notice of property damage sustained on July 

29, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

5. FROM SABRINA NESHEIWAT, a notice of property damage sustained. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

6. FROM SAVONIA KNOX, a notice of property damage sustained on June 6, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

7. FROM STEPHEN FARRIS, a notice of intent to obtain a liquor license at 188 

Main Street. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Petsas and Councilmember McNamara to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:45 p.m.  

 

Dated: October 23, 2019 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, August 19, 2019 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


