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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, August 26, 2019 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember Cherry)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM 4/15/19 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

 

Constantine Kazolias-47 Noxon Street 

Suprina Troche 3 Delafied Street 

Sean Hemmerle 20 Crescent Road 

Carmen McGill 78 Glenwood Avenue 

Warren Jones 32 North Clover Street 

Andres San Millan-Cuneen Hacket  

Laurie Sandow- South Grand Avenue  
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V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Finney- gave her time to Mayor Rolison.  

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison- Since we last me, there have been sseveral things of note. On Friday I 

attended a summit at Harvard University in Cambridge. It was at the Harvard Kennedy 

School, where there was some equality Poughkeepsie Summit on Education. This was a two 

day summit of community stakeholders both from the school district and other individuals 

from nonprofit and other educational institutions that came together to talk about a wide 

variety of initiatives for children in the City of Poughkeepsie. There's going to be a lot more 

coming out of that, the two day meeting, and we'll report that as we get it. I can tell you that it 

was a very it was a great opportunity to talk about education in the City of Poughkeepsie, and 

the partnership between so many institutions outside of the school district that are working 

with the school system and improving educational opportunities for our children. And again I 

look forward to those continued conversations. 

 

Because I was in Cambridge on Friday, Councilman McNamara represented the city to 

welcome back Navy Veteran, Tom Zurhellen, who walked across the country and arrived 

back here in Dutchess County on Friday afternoon, to look like pretty big amount of fanfare. 

Matt. For Tommy, who is post commander of the VFW on Parker Avenue, and I also now see 

that has garnered national attention for his efforts on behalf of veterans.  

 

Also on the Walkway Over the Hudson this weekend there was the kickoff to their 10th 

anniversary celebration. The walkway is celebrating its 10 year anniversary this year, and 

close to 1500 motorcycles came across the walkway, and probably a once in a lifetime type of 

event that probably will never happen again. And it was amazing to see motorcycles that 

came from all over the Tri-State area to help raise moneys for a couple of things: One was for 

veterans, they had an event down at motorcycle PDA down in Newburgh where they were 

doing that. And moneys were also raised for the walkway to purchase a tram, which will be 

able to transport people with limited abilities on the walkway, which currently can be very 

difficult for some, and if not impossible for others. So that was that was just an amazing 

event.  

 

Also, on Saturday the Beulah Baptist Church had its Community Day at the church, and there 

were a couple hundred people there. All individuals volunteering and it was really it was 

really great. And I know that I stopped by after the walkway event, and saw Councilmember 

Flowers there, Liz Jackson and others participating in that.  

 

We had a meeting last week, a very productive meeting, with staff members from Senator 

Kirsten Gillibrand office Lisa Hofflck, who is the district coordinator, and John Cardinal who 

is one of our Chief Economic Advisers came in to speak to us on infrastructure and economic 

development in the city of Poughkeepsie. The Senator is sponsoring a bill on infrastructure, 

and obviously we hope that sees some progress in Congress, as it would help many 

communities and also obviously the City of Poughkeepsie with infrastructure.  
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One additional item today we had our kickoff meeting on our Consultant Study of Sanitation 

Services in the city of Poughkeepsie. We were funded by Dutchess County for Department of 

Public Works studies. And we concentrated with sanitation, so the consultant as Municipal 

Solid Waste Consultants, which has a long track record of these types of studies, and actually 

back in 2010 Municipal Solid Waste Consultants were picked by the county to study 

Resource Recovery Agency activities and services. And now they're doing that for us.  

 

Also, just in addition I didn't want to leave this out the city has launched its outreach for our 

new emergency notification system called “hyper reach”, where you can sign up now for 

alerts both text messages and phone calls to text message your cell phone calls your cell 

phone and your home phone and a variety of different things that the city can notify you 

about.  

 

We've been using it now for a while and been using it with callbacks for. Department of 

Public Works, Police and Fire as matter of fact I got one on Friday night for the fired 44 

Smith Street which this system is working great so now we're expanding it to the public.  

 

And if you need additional information on it you can go to the website, which has a copy of 

the press release and gives you this long link to actually sign up. I went on it and it's there, 

and then also you can call in to get additional information at 845-205-0596.  And the services 

are available in English and Spanish. We're really excited about hyper reach. It's going to 

really help the city to notify specific areas, specific wards. It breaks down even to streets if 

necessary for everything from water main breaks, to other types of emergency notifications, 

which hopefully we're not to do too many. But we're really encouraged by this new outreach 

that the cities can provide.  

 

Thank you Madam Chair.   
 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R 19-65) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached certificates of Base Percentages, Current Percentage, 

Base Proportions and Certificate of Adjusted Base Proportions for the levy of taxes on the 2019 

Assessment roll are hereby approved in accordance with Article 19 of the Real Property Tax 

Law.    

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON 

   

 
R 19-65 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR NELSON, a communication regarding the 

Blight Task Force.  
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2. FROM DEBORAH HERRING, a notice of personal injuries sustained on May 

14, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 
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3. FROM LORETTA BUTLER, a notice of property damage sustained on August 

3, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

4. FROM USAA CAUSALITY INSURANCE COMPANY A/S/O THOMAS 

PENNINGTON C/O CLERKIN, SINCLAIR & MAHFOUZ, a notice of 

property damage sustained on June 6, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

X. UNFISHED BUSINESS:  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and Councilmember Petsas to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:53 p.m. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2019 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on August 26, 2019.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


