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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember McNamara was Absent)  

Councilmembers R. Johnson and L. Johnson came in after roll call.  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM Minutes 2-3-2020 

 Accepted 

 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 

printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

 

Chuck Lynch-3 Wilbur Blvd 

Arthur  

Darrett Roberts-Franklin Street 

Robert Stevens-203 Dogwood 

Mary Flad -0 Dutchess Landing Road 
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Erina Schultz-485 Main Street 

Gabriela Vega Matthews 

Sheila Drew-66 Washington Street 

Nancy Fusler 
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Laurie Sandow-South Grand Avenue 
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Suzanne Gilbert 

Warren Jones  

Colleen Hardiman-372 Church Street 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison: I wanted to give a congratulations, and well-wishes to the Pioneer 

basketball team, headed to the sectionals this Friday, 5:00 p.m., against Beacon. They have 

made an amazing run, and they were launched into the playoffs and a huge victory with a 

3-point play at the end of the game against Lourdes, with no time on the clock. That shot 

was taken by the son of Councilperson, Natasha Cherry. So congratulations to your son 

for winning that game.  

 

I wanted just to talk a few things related to policing here in the city, and unfortunately to 

finish my comments with some sad news as relates to the Police Department. We started 

negotiations with the PBA. I also want to let you know that there were several promotions 

made within the department in the last couple of weeks, and I'm going to go through them 

quickly. Sergeant Terry Beame, who we all know was promoted to Detective Sergeant. PO 

Bradley Sakima was promoted to Detective, 2nd grade PO, Christopher Adams promoted to 

Detective 2nd second grade P.O. Robert Heberskii, who was also promoted Detective 2nd 

grade in an acting capacity, PO Robert Stetcher was also promoted to Detective, 2nd grade, 

in an acting capacity, PO John Douglas was promoted to Detective. He's assigned to the 

Juvenile Division. And Police Officer Karen Zirble, who was our School Resource 

Officer, was also promoted to Detective 2nd grade, in acting capacity. So congratulations 

to all of those individuals.  
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Over the weekend, the city Poughkeepsie Police Department received the call about 

potential drug activity in a section of the city. It happened at 128 in the morning. 

The first officer on the scene was Office Vandamark, on the job now, a little over 4 

years, he was there by himself and immediately an individual ran from that location 

who was in possession of a gun in his hand. 

 

Police officer Vandamark chased the individual. The individual pointed the gun at the 

police officer. The police officer was able to overtake the individual and to get a hold of 

him. During that incident, the gun again was pointed at the police officer actually outside. 

The two individuals went down to the ground. The individual still had the gun in his hand, 

and he was ultimately placed into custody with no injury to the officer or the individual. 

He was also in possession of drugs, but he had a loaded 38 caliber revolver with him at the 

time of this incident. 

 

Today, 9 years ago, a similar type incident took place in the City of Poughkeepsie with 

an individual with a gun. And that was at 1:07 p.m. on Main Street, right near the 

train station where a report of shots fired was received, and police officers responded. 

 

Police officer John Falcone, who was literally right around the corner, was one of the 

first officers, if not the first officer on the scene, and was confronted with an individual 

who was standing with a handgun in his hand and a child in his other arm. What happened 

next was that the individual put the child down. A passerby driving up Main Street actually 

grabbed the young child, put the child in his truck, and drove away as quickly as he could. 

A short foot pursuit took place at that time up Main Street and hung a left into then 

Railroad Avenue, which is now named after John Falcon. And a struggle ensued there with 

the subject, with the gun and Officer Falcone was shot and lost his life. So as we 

remembered John today down on the street named after him now. Thinking about what just 

happened the other night, and the dangerous job that police officers face every single day, 

and also to remember the sacrifice that John made for, again, people he didn't even know. 

We need to keep our officers in our thoughts as we keep the community in our thoughts, 

and especially on a day where we talked about John and John's dad was there. And then, 

you know, nine years ago, while it may seem like a long time, it really isn't.  

 

And I wanted to also say, sadly, we heard today that a longtime friend of many of 

us, Teddy Alston, passed away unexpectedly yesterday in a local hospital. Teddy, at 35 

years on this job. And I first met Teddy when I was in high school hanging out at Kaal 

Rock Park, and then had the opportunity to work alongside with him when I was in the 

Town of Poughkeepsie PD. Teddy was a great cop, a great friend, and so well respected by 

members of the City of Poughkeepsie community, and he is going to be missed. So tonight 

I wanted to, on behalf of the Administration and the Council, say we're going to keep 

Teddy and his family in our thoughts and prayers. And also, as we do all the time, we'll 

keep the Falcone family and John in our thoughts and prayers too. 

 

Thank you, Chair  
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VI. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chair Salem: It's a reminder that we have to you know, it happened so fast and we were 

so lucky that we have individuals in the city that are more than willing to put their lives on 

the line for, you know, to ensure all of our safety. And Officer Falcone and Alston and the 

countless others who helped to protect this city every single day as their job. And then also 

to a reminder that we need common sense gun law in this country, as well. The one 

comment I do have, though, is tomorrow night at the Trolley Barn. There is a screening of 

a documentary called The Human Element, with a panel to follow. I am sitting on the panel 

along with a number of other individuals who are engaged in environmental education and 

environmental activism here in the Hudson Valley. And I encourage you all to come out to 

watch the film. It starts at 6:30 p.m. and again, that's at the Trolley Barn 

 

VII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

Melanie Vetter-Chair of the Industrial Development Agency gave update on current 

activity with the IDA.  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

R20-16 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution R-98-204 the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council approved an Inter-

municipal Agreement (the, “Agreement”) dated December 15, 1998 between the City and Dutchess 

County Department of Emergency Response establishing the City as a Public Service Answering 

Point (PSAP) for the County; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Agreement provided in part that the City, as part of the County’s E 911 system, 

would be responsible for handling all E 911 calls originating within the City and that both 

municipalities would act as backup sites for each other; and  

 

WHEREAS, the terms of said Agreement were extended by Resolution (R-10-22) of the Common 

Council and which Agreement expired on January 31, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and County have negotiated and extension of the Agreement extending its 

terms through January 31, 2023; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has recommended that the final extended Agreement be executed 

and the Common Council is desirous of entering into a final agreement; and 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of February 18, 2020  

11 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby approves the annexed PSAP Inter-municipal 

Agreement with Dutchess County and hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute said Agreement on 

behalf of the City of Poughkeepsie in substantially the same form attached hereto. 

 

  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  
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R20-16 

 Accepted 

 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Randall Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R20-17) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBERS BRANNEN AND SALEM: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie (“City”) continues to struggle to address abandoned and 

blighted buildings and vacant lots that negatively affect residents’ wellbeing, consume municipal 

resources, depress nearby property values, reduce tax revenues and;  

 

WHEREAS, there are currently approximately 400 vacant pre-foreclosure homes, tax-foreclosed 

homes and vacant and abandoned properties plaguing the city and harming neighborhoods; and  

  

WHEREAS, many city neighborhoods have a low rate of homeownership, which leads to 

destabilization of these neighborhoods and depreciation of property values; and  

 

WHEREAS, access to affordable homeownership for city residents is an important means for building 

community wealth and achieving residents’ financial security and wellbeing; and 

  

WHEREAS, in July of 2011 New York State passed legislation authorizing the creation of land banks; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, Article 16 of the New York State Not For Profit Corporation Law (the “Land Bank Act”) 

provides for the creation of land banks to be used by communities to facilitate the return of vacant, 

abandoned, and tax-delinquent properties to productive use; and  

 

WHEREAS, since 2011 more than 25 land banks have been established which have acquired over 

2,800 New York properties, generated more than $100 million of private investment; returned over $40 

million in assessed value to the tax rolls; renovated and stabilized over 500 buildings; and sold more 

than 1,200 properties to qualified buyers; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of creating a land bank pursuant to the Land Bank 

Act in order to take advantage of benefits of the Act and leverage additional funding; and  

 

WHEREAS, Section 1602 of the Land Bank Act permits one or more foreclosing governmental units 

to enter into an intergovernmental cooperation agreement for the purpose of a joint land bank; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie and the County of Dutchess, both foreclosing governmental 

units, wish to enter into an Inter-municipal Agreement for the purpose of establishing a joint land bank, 

which cooperation will permit a more diverse and sustainable portfolio of properties for rehabilitation 

and disposition; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is authorized by the Act to establish a 

land bank; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New York State Environmental Review Act this action is deemed to by a 

Type II action requiring no further environmental review; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council creates and establishes the Dutchess County- 

Poughkeepsie Land Bank in accordance with the Certificate of Incorporation attached hereto and made 

a part hereof; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council authorizes the filing of the Certificate of Incorporation with 

the Secretary of State and any other governmental approving unit including but not limited to the New 

York State Urban Development Corporation d/b/a Empire State Development; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby appoints the following members as Initial Members 

in accordance with Section 4.03 of the Certificate of Incorporation                                                                                                            

; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council approves and authorizes execution of the Inter-municipal 

Agreement between the City of Poughkeepsie and the County of Dutchess for the creation of the 

Poughkeepsie-Dutchess Property Development Corporation in form and substance as attached hereto.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  
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R20-17 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Randall Johnson made a motion to amend the first paragraph to “four 

elementary schools”, and the third paragraph to “2019-2020”, Councilmember Menist 

seconded the motion.  

 

RESOLUTION 

(R20-18) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

WHEREAS, Poughkeepsie City School District (PCSD) owns and maintains gymnasiums and related 

facilities at its High School, Middle School, and four elementary schools; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of utilizing PCSD’s gymnasiums for the Student Athletic Basketball 

Program (SABP); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and governing boards of PCSD have 

determined that it is in their mutual interests to enter into an Agreement for the purpose of allowing the 

Student Athletic Basketball Program to use the gymnasiums for the 2019-2020 program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and governing boards of PCSD have 

determined that it is in their mutual interests to share the costs of running such program which operates 

for the benefit of youth in the City of Poughkeepsie who are students of the Poughkeepsie City School 

District; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has allocated $3,500 in its 2020 

operating budget for the SABP; and 

 

WHEREAS, Article 5-G of the General Municipal Law specifically authorizes and encourages 

municipal corporations to enter into an agreement with each other in order to provide cooperatively, 

jointly and by contract any facility, service, activity or undertaking which each participating municipal 

corporation has the power to provide separately; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute the attached 

Inter-municipal Agreement in form and substance as attached hereto. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  
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R20-18 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R20-12) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is the owner of property located at 635 Main Street more 

commonly known as the Glebe House; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 2016 the Glebe House has operated as a cultural center and historic building by 

the Mid-Hudson Heritage Center d/b/a Fall Kill Creative Works; and 

 

WHEREAS, the current license agreement with Mid-Hudson Heritage Center d/b/a Fall Kill Creative 

Works has expired and the parties are desirous of renewing the agreement for an additional three (3) 

years; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this resolution 

constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 

6 NYCRR Part 617,  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 

renewal of the License Agreement  in form and substance as attached hereto; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an amended 

license agreement for the above mentioned operation provided such agreement contains the terms 

contained herein together with such other terms and conditions which the Mayor, the City 

Administrator and the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the Mayor, the City 

Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  
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R20-12 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE MARTINEZ, a communication regarding 

refinancing Bond Anticipation Notes and Capital Plan Borrowing needs.  
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2. FROM DOMINICK VOLINO, a notice of property damage sustained on February 10, 

2020. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Lorraine Johnson 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.  

 

Dated: February 25, 2020 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting held 

on Tuesday, February 18, 2020.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


