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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, May 18, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 

the date is Monday, May 18, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm 

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, 

State, and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common 

Council will not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council 

meetings (including public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the 

NYS Open Meetings Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, 

will be able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that 

was posted with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later 

date and available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people 

of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, 

means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL-8 Present ` Absent (Councilmember R. Johnson)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
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CCM Minutes 5-4-2020 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison t's good to see everybody tonight. Hope everyone is doing well and 

your families. 
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I want to talk about a few things tonight. And the first will be on reopening as all of us are 

looking forward to the reopening of the city. We're still waiting for the regional permission 

to start with Phase 1 reopening. Our hope is that we may be getting that okay at some point, 

maybe this week or next. 

 

And that's about as much as I know. On that call today with the mayors and supervisors, the 

County Executives of the counties in the region are working towards that goal. 

 

The Governor did announce some of these announcements over the weekend that certain 

low risk businesses were going to open up, and some additional recreational activities were 

going to be allowed, and additional landscaping. Now it can be done not just from a 

maintenance perspective, but all types of landscaping. My understanding is it can be done on 

properties. 

 

As you know, we did open the tennis courts up over the weekend, and we posted signs and 

did drive around this weekend and the courts were being used, and that was a good sign. 

 

Also additionally, drive-in movie theaters have now been allowed to open. And now there's 

been a flurry of activity as relates to drive-in movie theaters with high school graduations and 

other ceremonies. 

 

There was discussion today on the call that faith based organizations will be allowed to have 

in car services in their own parking lots. Practicing all of the social distancing guidelines that 

the drive-in movie theaters are going to be required to do. 

 

And also, I just wanted just to add, and I know I'm speaking for all of you that we're ready to 

move to phase one. I know there are some benchmarks that that need to be made. 

 

The capital region over the weekend was granted some additional leeway and some of their 

benchmarks to start their Phase 1 reopening plan. 

 

We're going to additional information coming out from the county tomorrow on some 

additional relaxing of some of the guidelines that we've been operating under. 

 

But until such time as that comes out, I don't want to get too far ahead of myself. 

 

The other phases, 2, 3 and 4 certainly are going to be more challenging. I mean, we're ready 

for Phase 1 and the community's ready for phase one. But two, three and four are going to 

take a little more planning and a little more discipline. And the economic development folks 

and planning folks are discussing ways that they can help in meeting some of those re-open 

challenges. 

 

And we'll be ready to assist along with our county partners, which are getting their 

guidelines from the state. As I spoke about last meeting, about the citywide traffic 

crackdown, our traffic officers have been out and enforcing many of the laws. 
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Speeding and driving laws that were not being done by law enforcement throughout 

the region in the beginning stages of COVID related challenges for operational purposes, both 

in regular city staff, especially with the police department. We've written to date, close to 

100 traffic infraction violations. Some cars have been towed as a result of that and scofflaw 

violations that the officers have come up upon. And I'm hoping that as the numbers tend 

to increase, the violations will slow down. 

 

I want to talk to you about our tennis courts being reopened. We still don't have guidance. 

And social distancing does not allow a dog park and or skate-park, or other types 

of recreational activities within the parks at this particular point in time. But we 

remain always ready to do what we can when those guidelines are issued and there can be 

some relaxation of that. I can tell you that the park system has been working well, our 

waterfront parks have been very busy and so have some of the other ones, people just hanging 

out and enjoying the decent weather.  

 

Our volunteer park groups have been going out and we have had very little challenges 

that needed any sort of interaction, whether it's with the volunteers. We're not asking to get 

involved, but we know a lot of these folks or the police department. And that's really been a 

good thing. 

 

And again, I want to thank everybody in the City of Poughkeepsie that is not only doing 

the right thing, but also to the parks team that is out there just keeping an eye on things on 

parks. 

 

Several months ago, we had a meeting here in City Hall, pre-COVID about the new East 

Grand Gateway Visitor Center that is being starting to be constructed, not the center, but the 

gateway entrances at Washington and Parker for the east approach of the walkway. 

 

And in that conversation, I became aware of the kiosk, which is located just literally at the 

end of the rail trail by the steps that go down to Washington Street before you actually 

physically get on the bridge, superstructure was going to go. And I had asked the Walkway if 

there were any plans to do anything else with it. And they said no. And then I asked, well, 

you know, would it be something that we could explore taking possession of? And they said, 

yes, and they've given us this kiosk. So what we're doing and it's going to happen probably 

Wednesday, we will be putting that kiosk in Mansion Square Park. The site is being prepared 

now and it's going to be able to be used for concerts and other types of activities. 

 

It's got a really a in unless you actually looked at it when it was vacant without all the T-

shirts in there, it's really hard to see how big it is that you would be able to put the musicians 

inside of that that building. And on the front of it are two very large thick barn doors, 

probably about three and a half inches wide. And on the back it is open, but there'll be fencing 

on the back and that will be placed in Mansion Square Park for all the things that are going on 

there. And what we would like to see is even an increased use of that particular building for 

additional activities to re-energize and reactivate the park. 

 

On testing, I'll give you some information on testing. So we continue to man our testing 

hotline on Monday and Wednesdays for appointments at Hudson Regional on Tuesdays 
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and Thursdays. We have gotten about 30 calls, not all testing related. Some were just 

informational calls and many calls are from outside of the city. We've arranged for 

several transports of city residents up to MHR to be tested. We've also been able to 

arrange other ways of transportation and working with the county and seeder bus for people 

outside the city of Poughkeepsie. And we're talking with the county now to maybe expand our 

abilities to help people outside the city of Poughkeepsie. The new testing site at Rite Aid is 

online and I know people are taking advantage of that at Main and Innis. 

 

I was told today on the Mayors and Supervisors call that CVS is now entering into an 

agreement to do onsite testing at their pharmacies. This is another national pharmaceutical 

chain that is going to be involved with testing. While there aren't any in the City of 

Poughkeepsie, there is one on Route 9 at Oakwood Commons, just below spangle area. And 

there's one in Arlington out on Route 44. 

 

Memorial Day is coming up. And I know that is a special holiday for so many people here in 

the City of Poughkeepsie, and throughout the country. While we can't have our normal 

Memorial Day service, the County is, through the veterans division. Marc Coviello, will be 

coordinating it.  They'll be doing a sort of a veteran's parade throughout the county on 

Monday. And I'm going to forward to you tomorrow. All of the details on that. It looks like 

it's starting at 11 o'clock at the Dutchess County War Memorial at Main and Raymond. 

And then it is driving down Main Street from there through the City of Poughkeepsie, where 

we will pick it up for an escort down Main Street to Route 9. And I believe they're going to 

head south. And what they're asking is for every community that they travel through 

for firetrucks and or police cars, and people who want to come out when they make those runs 

through those different communities to be to be aware of it. And if possible, to be 

present also. 

 

I sent a release out today on the $490,000 that we received from HUD in 

supplemental community development block grant money. Now we got this money, 

about two weeks ago and we were waiting for guidelines from HUD and we received them 

and recently Pattern for Progress. Last week I had a discussion with CDBG communities and 

here in Dutchess Count.  Dutchess County Government and it's the City of Poughkeepsie on 

what you can do with those funds. So we've linked the guidelines to the release, which you 

should have all received. And if you didn't, I'll make sure you do. You can take a look at that. 

 

It's fairly extended, extensive, somewhat open ended, but somewhat specific in the different 

categories. We have asked the community, including obviously the city government, and the 

Common Council, to look at those guidelines. And if you have ideas on how those moneys 

can be expended, please contact Jackie Greenwald, the CDBG Coordinator, and you can 

suggest to her and have discussions with her on how we can best spend that money. And it's 

not that we have to spend it all at once. We'll have it and we can prepare. You know, as we go 

through the summer of four other expenditures. But there are some things that I know that we 

can do to get that those funds in the hands of people that can help others in in our community. 

 

One more thing is that on Wednesday morning at 8 o'clock, I'm going to be on the Virtual 

Chamber Breakfast series. I was scheduled to talk to the chamber the week after we canceled 

the state of the city on March 11th. And so they're going to be doing that. And you can sign 
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up for that for the chamber website. We'll also be streaming live on the city's Facebook page 

and I believe the Chambers page. 

 

Again, good to see you. And that's my report. Thank you.  

 

VI. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chair Salem: 124 confirmed deaths in Dutchess County as of today and over 255 confirmed 

cases here in the City of Poughkeepsie. 21,886 tests administered so far in DC. I’m happy to 

see that more testing is available and is now occurring in our nursing homes, which have been 

identified as high-risk environments for the spread of the disease. As occurs when you test, 

numbers will be reflected higher, as was the case with confirmed nursing home cases. It’s a 

shame we couldn’t get in there sooner.  

  

Another gorgeous weekend past and the days ahead will likely follow suit, which can make it 

hard to remember that we are still in the midst of a pandemic and that we must continue to 

follow restraint, abide by Social Distancing guidelines, and wear a mask when you are in 

public places where keeping 6 feet apart is not plausible.       

  

Social distancing measures can and will be enforced and they are the only defense we have 

right now to flatten this curve and to continue to keep our health systems functioning and our 

ability to abide by them is the only way we are going to get our community back up and 

functioning and keep it there. It is our personal and civic responsibility to follow these 

guides.  

  

It’s encouraging to hear we have been awarded an additional $490,000 in CDBG funds 

through the Federal Government’s CARES Act to put toward our COVID recovery efforts. 

These funds are intended to be put to use to alleviate financial duress of our low- to moderate-

income residents, to provide assistance to small businesses, to make necessary infrastructure 

improvements that might help us in our community disease management, and to provide for 

the provision of new or quantifiably increased public services. I’d like us all to work together 

to ensure that this money does just that.  

  

The financial strain and stress on individuals and businesses. Jobless numbers, unemployment 

claims, healthcare needs all climb, the cost of groceries increased by 4.3% in April alone, the 

largest monthly increase in more than 46 years. No income coming in, costs continuing to 

compile. This is across the board. Whether you’re an individual, of a Family, a small 

business, you’re feeling this. This is a very difficult time and it will require a full and total 

community response.  

  

John Hopkins University is offering a free 5-hour contact tracing course. The course is a 

requirement for any person interested in becoming a Contact Tracer, a job that is now in high 

demand across the country and here in NYS, as contact tracing capacity is one of seven 

metrics established based on guidance from the CDC, the World Health Organization, the 

U.S. Department of State, and other public health experts, that are being used to determine 

ability to move forward on re-opening.  
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I took the course this past weekend and I encourage my colleagues on the council and in the 

administration to do the same. I personally found it helpful specifically as it pertained to the 

basic overview of Coronavirus, in how to identify high-risk environments for spread, in 

identifying common barriers to contact tracing that communities might face, and for the 

communications/ethics components.   

  

Contact Tracing is a Public Service, and, as was stated, is a necessary component to slowing 

and eventually stopping the spread of this virus. That being said, I would like to propose that 

we use a portion of the Funds granted to us from the Federal Government by way of the 

CARES ACT to initiate a robust contact tracing program here in the City of Poughkeepsie.  

  

Community Events/Programs; 

The Census is on-going and is easy to complete online, you can do that at 

https://2020census.gov/. I couldn’t think of a better example that presents why it’s important 

that we are counted and our community is reflected accurately than the funding granted to us 

by the Federal Government through the CARES Acts. Those funds come down to us based on 

previous Census data, thus rendering data updates important and your participation 

Necessary. https://2020census.gov/ 

  

May 26, the Board of Assessment Review for the City of Poughkeepsie, will hear feedback 

from residents in relation to new assessments issued between the hours of 3:45 pm and 6:00 

pm by appointment via a Virtual Meeting Platform. Those who wish to grieve their 2020 

Tentative Assessments are strongly encouraged to submit their grievance application (RP-

524) and supporting documentation to City Assessor, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, 

NY 12601 one week prior to Grievance Day, May 26, 2020. A publication containing 

procedures for contesting an assessment is available at the Assessor’s Office, 845-451-4039 

or jtaylor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com. 

  

This Saturday, May 23rd, 2020 from 10 AM to 2 PM  Pandemic CANdemic Relief 

MOBILization DRIVE-THRU Food Drive and Car Cruise to benefit Dutchess Outreach 

(dutchessoutreach.org) 

 

Hosted by Foreign Car Specialists (foreigncarspecialistsny.com) and Poughkeepsie Galleria 

(poughkeepsiegalleriamall.com) held in the north end of Poughkeepsie Galleria Mall parking 

lot (near Macy's and JC Penney)- More info on Facebook and posted on our website, 

www.dutchessoutreach.org.  

 

VII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

Finance Committee Member, Councilmember Evan Menist 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Menist to receive and print. 

 

https://2020census.gov/
https://2020census.gov/
mailto:jtaylor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com
http://dutchessoutreach.org/
https://www.poughkeepsiegalleriamall.com/
http://www.dutchessoutreach.org/
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RESOLUTION  

(R20-43) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 
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WHEREAS, the representatives of the City (on behalf of the Poughkeepsie Joint Water Plant) and 

the Federation of Police (successors to the CSEA) have negotiated on and settled upon certain 

financial terms and conditions that form a Collective Bargaining Agreement (“CBA”) between the 

City and the Town of Poughkeepsie as authorized by the Joint Water Plant Agreement, as 

amended, the proposed CBA being annexed hereto and made a part hereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, the union membership has ratified the terms of the CBA; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Joint Water Board has approved the terms of the CBA; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Common Council to authorize and approve the financial terms 

of the settlement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2020 City Budget does not require amendment, as the impact of the settlement 

will be absorbed in the existing budget; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that this resolution constitutes a Type II action 

as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council does hereby authorize and approve the financial 

aspects of the proposed CBA, in substantially the same form and substance as annexed hereto; and 

be it further 

 

RESOLVED,  that the Common Council does hereby authorize the Mayor to enter into the CBA 

with the Federation of Police, containing financial terms of substantially the same form and 

substance as in the proposed CBA annexed hereto, and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that this resolution take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNEN 
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R20-43 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Randall Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R20-44 

 

RESOLUTION CREATING A FINE AMNESTY PROGRAM IN THE CITY OF 

POUGHKEEPSIE 

 

INTRODUCED BY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRANNEN, CHERRY, MENIST, PETSAS, 

AND CHAIR SALEM 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is projecting a more than $5 million deficit in 2020, 

requiring additional revenues and a reduction in expenses to achieve a balanced budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused widespread unemployment, a large reduction 

in sales tax revenue, and a financial hardship on the city and its residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is owed more than $2 million in outstanding parking 

fines, plus $2 million in accrued late fees; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie had successful fine amnesty programs in 2009 and 2014; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council desires to create a fine amnesty program in 2020 to reduce 

outstanding parking fines, mitigate the financial burden of fines owed by community members, 

and increase the city’s revenue; and  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby creates a fine amnesty program for a 90-

day period during the months of July through October in 2020; and  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that all overdue penalties shall be waived on any outstanding fines paid 

during the fine amnesty period; and  
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the city shall advertise this program publicly and accept payments by 

mail and online. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER L. JOHNSON  

 
R20-44 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, 

NEW YORK APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF A 

CONTRACT DISPUTE WITH THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

(R20-45) 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie (the “City”) engaged the City of Poughkeepsie 

Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) to undertake certain projects within the City to be 

developed by the Agency, and to pay for project obligations, such as the Municipal Environmental 

Restoration Projects (collectively, the “Work”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolutions R-03-169, R-04-90 and R-05-134, the City authorized the 

making of certain loans to the Agency of certain Urban Development Action Grants in the 

aggregate original principal amount of $1,090,000 (the “Loan”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Loan was evidenced by a certain Note, dated January 4, 2006, of the 

Agency to the order of the City, in the original principal amount of $1,090.000.00 (the “Note”) 

and was advanced to the Agency pursuant to a certain Loan Agreement, entered into as of January 

4, 2006, by and between the Agency and the City (the “Loan Agreement”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, there was outstanding on the Loan the principal amount of $443,000 (the 

“Original Outstanding Balance”), payment of which the City demanded from the Agency; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agency and the City disputed whether, or to what extent, the Agency 

remained liable to the City for the payment of the Original Outstanding Balance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agency and the City have each been advised by legal counsel as to its 
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potential legal obligations, liabilities and defenses in connection with such dispute; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agency and the City have each determined that it is in the best interests 

of both entities and the residents and taxpayers of the City to resolve the dispute regarding the 

payment of the Original Outstanding Balance without the cost and expense of  potentially 

protracted litigation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the authorization of the Agency, the Agency has previously made 

a payment to the City in the amount of $150,000 toward the reduction of the Original Outstanding 

Balance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City and Agency have determined that it was in the best interests of both 

the Agency and the City and the residents and taxpayers of the City, for the purposes of effectuating 

a settlement of this dispute, to reduce the amount claimed by the City to be owed by the Agency 

by an amount equal to $100,000 (the “Settlement Reduction”) and to make provision for the 

payment of the then remaining balance of $193,000 (the “Original Remaining Outstanding 

Balance”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agency and City have agreed to the settlement of the dispute as follows 

(the “Dispute Settlement”): 

 

The Agency shall remit to the City, until the Original Remaining Outstanding Balance is paid in 

full, an amount equal to twenty percent (20%) of administrative fees (excluding annual 

administrative fees) actually collected by the Agency in connection with any bond financing or 

straight-lease transaction or otherwise in connection with the provision of financial assistance to 

or in connection with any project.  The Agency may, at its sole option and upon the approval by 

vote of a majority of the members of the Agency, also prepay, in whole or in part, the Original 

Remaining Outstanding Balance from funds then available to the Agency; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution of the Agency duly adopted at its regularly scheduled 

meeting of February 13, 2019, the Agency executed and delivered that certain letter agreement, 

dated April 4, 2019, by and between the Agency and the City, setting forth the Dispute Settlement, 

a copy of which is attached hereto (the “Settlement Agreement”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, the Agency paid to the City the sum 

of $7,830.60 (the “CNN Spruce Payment”), such amount being equal to twenty percent (20%) of 

the amount of the administrative fee collected by the Agency upon the closing of the straight lease 

transaction with CNN Spruce LLC; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after giving effect to the CNN Spruce Payment, the remaining outstanding 

balance due and owing to the City pursuant to the Settlement Agreement is $185,169.40 (the 

“Existing Outstanding Balance”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has determined that it will be in the best interests of both the Agency 

and the City and of the residents and taxpayers of the City, for the purposes of effectuating a 

settlement of this dispute, to approve the terms and conditions of the Dispute Settlement, enter into 

and ratify the Settlement Agreement and accept receipt of all payments heretofore made by the 
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Agency in connection with the payment and reduction of the Original Outstanding Balance.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council determines as follows: 

 

Section 1. The City hereby acknowledges and agrees that, after giving effect to (i) the 

payment by the Agency of $150,000 as hereinbefore set forth, (ii) the Settlement Reduction, and 

(iii) the CNN Spruce Payment, the Existing Outstanding Balance as of the date hereof is 

$185,169.40. 

Section 2. In settlement of the dispute with the Agency, the City hereby approves and 

consents to the terms and conditions of the Dispute Settlement and the Settlement Agreement.   

Section 3. The Mayor, the City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are each 

hereby authorized to take such actions and to execute and deliver, or cause to be executed and 

delivered, any and all agreements, documents, consents, stipulations and waivers in connection 

with the Dispute Settlement, including, but not limited to, the Settlement Agreement, all on such 

terms and conditions as the Mayor, the City Administrator and/or the Corporation Counsel deem 

necessary or appropriate, provided the same are consistent with and in furtherance of the Dispute 

Settlement as hereinbefore set forth in these resolutions. 

Section 4. The performance by or on behalf of the City of the actions, matters, 

transactions, covenants, agreements, obligations and undertakings on the part of the City to be 

performed under and pursuant to the Dispute Settlement, including, without limitation, the 

execution and delivery of the Settlement Agreement by the City Administrator, is hereby 

authorized and approved 

Section 5. Any acts of the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Commissioner of 

Finance, the Corporation Counsel and/or any person or persons designated and authorized to act 

by any of them, on the City’s behalf which acts would have been authorized by the foregoing 

resolutions except that such acts were taken prior to the adoption of those resolutions, including, 

but not limited to, the execution and delivery of the Settlement Agreement by the City 

Administrator, are hereby severally ratified, confirmed, approved and adopted as acts in the name 

of and on behalf of the City. 

Section 6. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

Chair Salem made a motion to table Resolution R20-45, Councilmember Brannen seconded  

the motion. 
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R20-45 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 
(R20- 46) 

 

AMENDING THE 2020 ADOPTED BUDGET DUE TO PROJECTED SHORTFALLS 

RESULTING FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC CRISIS (PHASE 1) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance, at the request of the Mayor, has performed a review 

of the adopted 2020 budget in light of the COVID-19 pandemic crisis; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Finance has reported that the anticipated impact to the 

adopted 2020 budget is approximately $5.5 million; and 

 

WHEREAS, budget amendments are necessary in order to bring down budgeted revenues so as 

to accurately reflect revenues reasonably expected to be received by the City during the current 

crisis, and in order to cut equivalent expenses in order to maintain a balanced budget.  

 

WHEREAS, the first phase of cuts has been identified by the Finance Commissioner and the 

City Administrator, in consultation with all Department Heads, and total $1,411,567 as set forth 

in detail on Schedules “A”, “B” and “C” attached hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617; and 

 

Now, Therefore, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is hereby 

amended as set forth in Schedule A (Revenue Reductions); Schedule B (Non-Personnel 

Expenditures) and Schedule C (Personnel Expenditures).  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 
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R20-46 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 

 ACT (SEQRA) RESOLUTION REGARDING A SALE OF 

 CERTAIN CITY OWNED PROPERTIES 

(R20-47) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is considering the sale of city 

owned property located at no number Holmes Street and identified as Tax Map No.: 6161-37-

091746; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers the proposed sale to be an Unlisted Action under 

Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.2 of the SEQRA regulations; and 
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WHEREAS, the Common Council considers itself to be the only "involved agency" with respect 

to this proposed sale of properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has reviewed the proposed sale of properties in accordance 

with Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has considered the hereto attached Short Environmental 

Assessment Form (EAF) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

 

1. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(1) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action is subject to SEQRA; and 

 

2. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(2) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the action does not involve a federal agency; and 

 

3. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(3) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action does not involve any other agencies; and 

 

 

4. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(4) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

classifies the above described action as an unlisted action.  The Common Council 

in making such classification considered Section 617.12 of Title 6 NYCRR and 

determined that the above action did not fall into any of the categories listed under 

Type I, and also considered Section 617.13 of NYCRR and determined that the 

above described action did not fit under any of the categories listed under Type II 

Actions, thus reaching the conclusion that it is to be considered an unlisted action; 

and 

 

5. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(5) the Common Council determines that the 

above described project will not require a long EAF since the short EAF provides 

sufficient information; and  

 

6. The Common Council officially makes a determination of non-significance in that 

the proposed sale of properties are not expected to result in a significant adverse 

impact on the environment and, therefore, the preparation of a draft environmental 

impact statement is not necessary; and 

 

7. This determination shall be considered a Negative Declaration for the purposes of 

Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

 

8. The City Chamberlain shall maintain a file of this determination as well as the 

attached EAF which is hereby made a part of this resolution. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER L. JOHNSON  
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R20-47 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE VII OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED MALL COMMISSION 

     (O20-04) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM  

SECTION 1.  BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, an 

ordinance repealing Chapter 2, Article VII of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Poughkeepsie entitled “Mall Commission” to provide as follows: 

City of Poughkeepsie, NY / Part III: Code of Ordinances / Administration 

 

Article VII Mall Commission 

 

Section 2-80 Statement of policy. 

Section 2-81 City of Poughkeepsie Mall Commission. 

Section 2-82 Operation of mall. 

Section 2-83 Boundaries of mall. 

Section 2-84 Vehicular traffic prohibited. 

Section 2-85 Responsibilities of abutting owners, tenants and prohibited materials. 

Section 2-86 Use of mall for nonvehicular purposes. 

Section 2-87 Task force. 

Section 2-88 Penalties for offenses. 

Section 2-89 Remedies deemed cumulative, not exclusive. 

Section 2-90 Applicability. 

Section 2-91 Promotion. 

Section 2-92 Exterior building and street alterations. 

Section 2-93through Section 2-100. (Reserved) 

 

Section 2-80 Statement of policy. 

[Ord. of 8-20-1973, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 1, 2] 

https://www.ecode360.com/PO1408
https://www.ecode360.com/27094230
https://www.ecode360.com/27005763
https://www.ecode360.com/27005854
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005855
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005866
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005875
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005889
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005893
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005908
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005912
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005955
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005956
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005957
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005958
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005959
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005960
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005963
https://www.ecode360.com/27005866?highlight=commission,mall,mall%20commission&searchId=11615486251765865#27005855


                        Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of Monday, May 18, 2020  

 

(a) The Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie recognizes the need to maintain, preserve 

and enhance a strong, attractive and economically viable central business district; that this central 

business district, as embodied by the Main Mall, should serve as a dynamic focus for social, 

economic and cultural activities for the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, and the 

surrounding Mid-Hudson region; and that the Main Mall, notwithstanding the existing facilities, 

recent improvements and continuing emphasis upon improving its maintenance and security, 

should be developed and utilized to its fullest potential. 

 

(b) It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the creation of the City of 

Poughkeepsie Mall Commission is a public necessity and is required in the interest of the health, 

prosperity, safety and welfare of the people. The purpose of this Article is to: 

 

(1) Effect and accomplish the creation of such a Mall Commission. 

(2) Safeguard the physical improvements and facilities of the central business district. 

(3) Combat existing and threatened deterioration and physical and economic blight. 

(4) Encourage the healthy growth of the city. 

(5) Stabilize and improve property values, the tax structure, the business climate and the 

economy of the city. 

(6) Protect and enhance the attractiveness of the community. 

(7) Foster civic pride. 

(8) Promote the use of the Mall for the education, pleasure and welfare of the people of 

the city. 

 

Section 2-81 City of Poughkeepsie Mall Commission. 

[Ord. of 8-20-1973, § 1; Ord. of 6-6-1974, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 3 through 5] 

(a) In order to execute and effectuate the purposes declared in this Article, there is hereby 

created a commission to be known as the "City of Poughkeepsie Mall Commission." 

 

(b) The Commission shall consist of seven members, all of whom shall be residents of the City 

of Poughkeepsie. The members shall be appointed by the Mayor with the concurrence of the 

Common Council for terms of five years, provided that two of the seven members shall be 

owners or tenants within the boundaries of Section 2-83 and two of the seven members shall be 

members of the Downtown Council and three of the seven members shall be citizens who are 

neither owners nor tenants nor members of the Downtown Council, and provided that of those 

members first taking office, two shall be appointed for five years, two shall be appointed for four 

years, one shall be appointed for three years, one shall be appointed for two years and one shall 

be appointed for one year. Each member shall serve until the appointment and qualification of 

his successor. The terms of the members first taking office shall commence on the date of their 
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appointment. The terms of the members presently serving shall be terminated upon adoption of 

this section. 

 

(c) The members shall serve without compensation. 

 

(d) In the event of a vacancy occurring during the term of a member, the Mayor shall make an 

interim appointment, with concurrence of the Common Council, to fill out the unexpired term of 

such member. 

 

(e) The Mayor shall designate one of the members of the Commission to be the initial Chairman. 

Such initial Chairman shall serve until a successor is elected by the members. 

 

(f) The Commission shall have such powers and duties as may be prescribed from time to time 

by the Common Council. 

 

(g) The Commission shall propose to the Common Council applicable new or revised ordinances 

and shall also refer to the Common Council for approval proposed rules and regulations 

concerning the internal administration of the Mall, including but not limited to quorum 

requirements, regularly scheduled meetings, utilization of consultants, procedures for the 

implementation of Commission powers and other matters within the jurisdiction of 

the Commission. 

 

(h) The Mall Commission shall be convened monthly to consider regular business and may be 

convened more frequently at the Chairman's request to consider urgent business. 

 

Section 2-82 Operation of mall. 

[Ord. of 8-20-1973, § 1; Ord. of 6-6-1974, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 6 through 9] 

(a) The Commission shall consider and from time to time propose new or revised ordinances for 

the consideration of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie regarding the operation 

and maintenance of the Mall. No such proposed or revised ordinances shall take effect unless and 

until they are adopted and approved by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie. 

(b) Such proposed new or revised ordinances may include but shall not be limited to: 

(1) (Reserved) 

(2)(Reserved) 

(3)(Reserved) 

(4)Provisions for use of the Mall for sales, concerts, public gatherings, promotions, 

advertising and other such uses. 

(5) Provisions for creation of an advisory association of merchants on the Mall in order to 

assist in implementation of mall activities. 
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(6) Provisions for establishment of fee schedules for use of mall. 

(7) Reviewing operation and maintenance of the Mall and making recommendations to 

the City Administrator. 

(8) Procedures for recommendations to the City Administrator regarding replacement, 

changes, additions and deletions to the Mall. 

(9)(Reserved) 

 

(c) Prior to the adoption of any new or revised ordinances, the Commission shall conduct a 

public hearing not less than five days after publication of a notice of public hearing in the official 

newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie. The notice of public hearing shall include a statement as 

to the time and place where copies of the proposed new or revised ordinance may be reviewed by 

the public as well as the time and place of the public hearing. 

 

(d) Upon the adoption of the proposed or revised ordinance by the Common Council, 

the Commission shall make provision for distributing copies of such new or revised ordinance to 

the public. 

 

Section 2-83 Boundaries of mall. 

[Ord. of 8-20-1973, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980; § 10, 11; Ord. of 12-15-1981; Ord. of 6-17-1991, 

§ 1] 

Beginning at the point of intersection of the easterly line of New Market Street with the northerly line of Main 

Street, said point being the northwesterly corner of the herein-described parcel; thence along the northerly line of 

Main Street in an easterly direction 458 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the northerly line of Main 

Street with the westerly line of Garden Street; thence along the westerly line of Garden Street in a northerly 

direction 217.8 feet, more or less; thence crossing Garden Street in an easterly direction 34 feet, more or less, to a 

point in the easterly line of Garden Street; thence along the easterly line of Garden Street in a southerly direction 

217.8 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the easterly line of Garden Street with the northerly line of 

Main Street; thence along the northerly line of Main Street in an easterly direction 496.8 feet, more or less, to the 

point of intersection of the northerly line of Main Street with the westerly line of Catharine Street; thence beginning 

again at the northerly line of Main Street at the point of intersection of the easterly line of North Hamilton Street 

with the northerly line of Main Street; thence still along the northerly line of Main Street in an easterly direction 

506.8 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the northerly line of Main Street with the westerly line of 

Little Smith Street; thence crossing Little Smith Street still along the northerly line of Main Street in an easterly 

direction 30 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the easterly line of Little Smith Street with the northerly 

line of Main Street; thence still along the northerly line of Main Street in an easterly direction 87.4 feet, more or 

less, to the point of intersection of the westerly line of North Clinton Street with the northerly line of Main Street; 

thence crossing Main Street along the westerly line of North Clinton Street in a southerly direction 60 feet, more or 

less, to the point of intersection of the southerly line of Main Street and the westerly line of South Clinton Street; 

thence along the southerly line of Main Street in a westerly direction 707.9 feet, more or less, to the point of 
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intersection of the easterly line of South Hamilton Street with the southerly line of Main Street; thence beginning 

again at the point of intersection of the westerly line of Academy Street with the southerly line of Main Street; 

thence still along the southerly line of Main Street in a westerly direction 459 feet, more or less, to the point of 

intersection of the easterly line of Liberty Street with the southerly line of Main Street; thence along the easterly line 

of Liberty Street in a southerly direction 187.7 feet, more or less; thence crossing Liberty Street in a westerly 

direction 25 feet, more or less, to a point in the westerly line of Liberty Street; thence along the westerly line of 

Liberty Street in a northerly direction 213.8 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the westerly line of 

Liberty Street with the southerly line of Main Street; thence along the southerly line of Main Street in a westerly 

direction 106.1 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the easterly line of Wood Lane with the southerly 

line of Main Street; thence along the easterly line of Wood Lane in a southerly direction 213.8 feet, more or less; 

thence crossing Wood Lane in a westerly direction 15.8 feet, more or less, to a point in the westerly line of Wood 

Lane; thence along the westerly line of Wood Lane in a northerly direction 213.8 feet, more or less, to the point of 

intersection of the westerly line of Wood Lane with the southerly line of Main Street; thence along the southerly line 

of Main Street in a westerly direction 349 feet, more or less, to the point of intersection of the easterly line of Market 

Street with the southerly line of Main Street; thence crossing Main Street in a northerly direction 66 feet, more or 

less, to the point of origin. 

(a) The physical boundaries within which the Commission may exercise its powers and duties 

are as follows: 

 

(b) All areas identified as streets on the Official Map of the City of Poughkeepsie and intended 

for use as vehicular thoroughfares which are included within the areas described are to be 

excluded from the regulations of Sections 2-80 through 2-92. 

 

(c) For the purpose of review of exterior building alterations (Section 2-92), the boundaries of 

the Mall shall include all buildings abutting or adjacent to the Mall. 

 

 

 

Section 2-84 Vehicular traffic prohibited. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1; Ord. of 12-16-1974, § 1; Ord. of 1-20-1975, § 1; Ord. of 8-15-1977; 

Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 12 through 20; Ord. of 5-16-1988, § 1 through 3] 

All vehicular traffic upon the Mall is banned and prohibited with the exception of the following: 

(a) Emergency vehicles. Emergency vehicles as herein defined shall include and be limited to 

police, fire, ambulance and utility company vehicles, said utility company vehicles being 

included only when making emergency repairs. However, such vehicles, except for police and 

fire vehicles, shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of Subsection (d). 

 

(b) Official city vehicles. Official city vehicles shall be permitted on the Mall at all times so long 

as they are being operated in accordance with official city business, including but not limited to 
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maintenance equipment, so long as said vehicles are operated in accordance with the provisions 

of Subsection (d). 

 

(c) Delivery vehicles. Delivery vehicles shall be permitted on the Mall only between the hours of 

6:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. daily, unless the City Administrator shall have given prior written 

approval for delivery vehicles to be on the Mall at other hours. Such approval to vary the hours 

that delivery vehicles may be permitted on the Mall shall be given only in exceptional hardship 

instances. All delivery vehicles on the Mall must be operated in accordance with the provisions 

of Subsection (d). 

 

(d) Operation of vehicles. The operation of vehicles permitted on the Mall must comply with all 

of the following: 

(1) Metal wheels, metal tires, metal snow chains and snow tires with studs are 

prohibited at all times. 

(2)Vehicles leaking lubricants or energy fuels are prohibited at all times. 

(3)Vehicles needed for repair, construction or service on the Mall shall be 

regulated by permit from the City Administrator. A written request by the owner 

of the property to be repaired must be submitted to the City Administrator which 

must include the estimated timing of the project, the schedule of expected 

vehicles to be utilized and the number and type of vehicles. The City 

Administrator shall review the request and, if permission is granted, shall 

designate where the vehicle(s) shall be parked. Only one such vehicle will be 

allowed on site during restricted hours. 

(4) The owner and operator of any vehicle spilling any matter upon the surface of 

the Mall or in any way marring the surface of the Mall shall be responsible to 

correct such spillage and damage immediately. 

(5) No vehicle while operating on the Mall, except for emergency vehicles, shall 

travel at a speed greater than five miles per hour. 

 

(e) Bicycles. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle, roller skates, skateboard or 

other recreational devices upon the Mall at all times without the permission of the City 

Administrator and main Mall Commission under Class B, Category (d), uses. All bicycles must 

be parked in designated bicycle racks. 

 

(f) Penalties. 

 

(1)Failure to keep the granite guide-on strip clear shall be punishable by such penalties as 

provided in Section 1-8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie. Additionally, 

anyone operating a motor vehicle on the Mall and not removing said vehicle off said guide-on 
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strip when parked or standing shall be deemed to have consented to the removal of said vehicle 

by the City of Poughkeepsie, its agents, servants or employees for the purpose of towing away 

and impounding said vehicle. The City of Poughkeepsie is hereby authorized to tow away and 

impound said vehicles. 

 

(2)All other violations shall constitute petit offenses, punishable by a fine of $20. 

 

(g) It shall be unlawful for any person to play a radio, tape deck, television, musical instrument 

or other device capable of emitting amplified sound upon the Mall at all times without the 

permission of the City Administrator and main Mall Commission under Class (B), Category (d) 

uses. 

 

Section 2-85 Responsibilities of abutting owners, tenants and prohibited materials. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1] 

(a) Abutting owners and tenants. It shall be the responsibility of abutting owners and tenants to 

utilize their respective properties in such a manner as to facilitate the maintenance of the Mall. 

Recessed store entrances, foyers or other areas within the building lines shall at all times remain 

the responsibility of the tenants or owners who shall maintain all such recessed store entrances, 

foyers or other areas within the building lines in accordance with this Article, as well as in 

accordance with Chapter XV of the Code of Ordinances, as may be amended from time to time. 

 

(b) Sweeping and dumping prohibited. The sweeping of refuse or other litter onto the Mall, 

dumping refuse or otherwise littering on the Mall or in any way impeding the maintenance of 

the Mall in a clean and orderly fashion is prohibited. 

 

(c) Rock salt and chemical agents prohibited. The use of rock salt or other chemical agents upon 

the Mall is prohibited at all times. Notwithstanding the foregoing, such materials may be utilized 

if prior written approval has been obtained from the Superintendent of Public Works or his duly 

authorized agent. 

 

Section 2-86 Use of mall for nonvehicular purposes. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 21 through 27] 

(a) Written approval required. A use permit will be required for all events, activities, displays, 

exhibits, commercial sales and other uses within the boundaries of Section 2-83. Such use 

permits will be issued in accordance with the provisions of this section. There will be five 

general classes of permits. 

(1) Class A: Permits for service activities. Requests for Class A permits are to be referred 

to and approved directly by the City Administrator with or without conditions. Activities 

and uses included in this area are: 

a. Vehicles needed for repair, construction or service on the Mall. 
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b. Delivery vehicles needed on the Mall in accordance with Section 2-84(c). 

c. Temporary storage of construction equipment or materials. 

 

(2) Class B: Permits for parades, assemblages and educational recruiting. Requests for 

Class B permits are to be issued after review, approval with or without conditions and 

scheduling by the main Mall Commission and City Administrator. Activities and uses 

included in this class are: 

a. Parades. 

b. Assemblages. 

c. Educational recruiting by colleges or universities accredited by New York 

State. 

d.Similar activities and uses not covered by another class of permit. 

 

(3)Class C: Permits for nonpecuniary community-oriented activities. Class C permits are 

to be issued after review, approval with or without conditions and scheduling by the 

main Mall Commission and City Administrator. Activities and uses will not have a 

money-making motive. Activities and uses included in this class are: 

 

a. Educational (except as covered by Class B permits). 

b. Entertainment (except as covered by Class B permits). 

c. Cultural (except as covered by Class B permits). 

d. Civic (except as covered by Class B permits). 

e. Social (except as covered by Class B permits). 

f. Religious (except as covered by Class B permits). 

 

(4) Class D: Permits for commercial exhibits, promotions and displays. Class D permits 

relate to activities and uses which will not involve the direct sale of merchandise, 

products or goods within the boundaries of Section 2-83. Class D permits are to be issued 

after review, approval with or without conditions and scheduling by the 

main Mall Commission and the City Administrator. A use fee may be charged for Class 

D, category (a) or (b) uses if conducted by a profit-making organization in accordance 

with Section 2-86. Activities and uses included in this class are: 

 

a. Displays and exhibits (except as covered by Class C permit). 

b. Advertising and promotion of commercial events, products, services and goods. 

c. Decorations of public space in conjunction with special seasons or events. 

 

(5) Class E: Permits for vending, soliciting and fundraising. Class E permits will relate to 

activities and uses which involve the direct sales of merchandise, products or goods, 
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fundraising and any city-authorized solicitation for funds. Permits will be issued after 

review, approval with or without conditions by the main Mall Commission and City 

Administrator. A use fee may be charged if conducted by a profit-making organization in 

accordance with Section 2-86. Activities and uses included in this class are: 

 

a. Vending, sales or city-authorized solicitation for profit on a daily basis or for 

specific time period. These activities shall not include hawking or peddling. 

b. Vending, sales or other fundraising activity or city-authorized solicitation by a 

nonprofit organization. These activities shall not include hawking or peddling. 

c. Outdoor dining and catering.  
 

All Class B through E permits approved and activities scheduled will be made at the regular meeting of the main Mall Commission unless the 

chairman of that Commission considers the matter of such importance to call a special meeting. All applications shall be in writing and shall include 

the intended use, the specific portions of the Mall to be utilized and the reason for such a request. Scheduling of Class B through E uses, if and 

when given by the main Mall Commission, shall be referred promptly to the City Administrator. The approval of the City Administrator in Class A 

uses, City Administrator and the main Mall Commission in Class B through E uses, in writing, is necessary prior to the use of the Mall and is in 

addition to and not in substitution for any other applicable permits and permission required by law. 

 

(b) Terms and conditions for use. Permission by the City Administrator in Class A uses and the 

Main Mall commission and City Administrator in Class B through E uses for the use of the area 

described in Section 2-83 shall be granted upon such terms and conditions that may include, 

among other things, the locations of the use, the manner of the implementation of the use, 

requirements for cleaning of the Mall after such event and regulation of the design, sound 

emitted, degree of supplemental lighting, movie and slide projectors and other types of electrical 

equipment or display utilized and other reasonable terms and conditions. If, in the opinion of the 

permit issuer, these terms are being violated during an event, the permittee will be advised of 

such violation. If this violation is not immediately corrected, the permit will be revoked and the 

event suspended. 

 

(c) Fees for promotions within the boundaries of Section 2-83. The fee shall be as follows: 

(1) Nonprofit organizations shall pay no fee. 

 

(2) Profit-making organizations shall pay: 

a. Fifty dollars per day or $70 per event, per unit of space approximately four feet 

by eight feet in size allocated to organized groups of casual vendors of small 

items, such as but not limited to hand-crafted articles, bake-goods and plants. 

b. Fifty dollars per day or $70 per event per unit of space approximately eight feet 

by twenty feet in size allocated to organized groups of casual vendors of large 

items, such as but not limited to automobiles, campers, boats and lawn equipment. 

c. A fee of $50 per day or $70 per event for the bandstand and other pavilions 

within the boundaries of Section 2-83. Use of the bandstand and other pavilions 
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will be deemed suitable for individual or groups displaying and/or selling items 

such as but not limited to garden or lawn furniture or equipment, camping and 

sporting equipment and building products. 

d. At the option of the City Administrator, a fee of $50 per day or $70 per event 

shall be charged for use of the entire mall or portion thereof, as part of 

a mall event or promotion, scheduled and supervised by the Downtown Council 

or other organization representative of mall tenants and property owners as 

determined by the main Mall Commission and City Administrator. 

e. The City Administrator shall also be empowered to negotiate a use fee for all 

Class D, category (a) and (b), and Class E, category (a), (b) or (c), uses which are 

scheduled by the main Mall Commission for more than 10 calendar days. In each 

case, the negotiated use fee shall be equal to the average per square foot annual 

rental and taxes of the adjoining properties. No permit may exceed 30 days in 

length. All permits may be renewed at the option of the City Administrator. 

 

(3)  The following conditions shall apply to the use within the boundaries of  

Section 2-83 by profit making groups: 

   

a.  If rain should force cancellation of a scheduled event, fees for the canceled 

event will be returned. 

b. All fees must be paid in full one week before the scheduled event. 

c. Air space above a unit of space will be limited to eight feet in height without 

special authorization from the main Mall Commission. 

d. All fees collected shall be deposited immediately with the office of the 

Commissioner of Finance of the City of Poughkeepsie. 

e. It is expected that an annual budget will be submitted by the 

main Mall Commissioner, and that fees collected for use of the area described in 

Section 2-83 will be used to defray, in part, the expenses of said 

main Mall Commission. 

f. In the event that an application is rejected, the amount tendered with the 

application shall be promptly refunded. 

 

(4) The City Administrator will review all Class A through E uses to determine if an 

excess cleanup cost will be incurred by the City of Poughkeepsie. A performance bond 

may be requested by the City Administrator equal to the amount of money anticipated for 

excess cleanup activities. After such use has concluded, if in the opinion of the City 

Administrator no excess cleanup costs or an amount of excess cleanup costs less than the 

cumulative amount of the performance bond posted has been incurred, the difference 
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between the excess cleanup costs and the amount of the performance bond will be 

promptly refunded to the permittee. 

 

Section 2-87 Task force. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 28, 29] 

The Mall Commission may appoint a task force for specific purposes as the need arises. The 

purpose of this task force shall be to assist the Commission in the implementation of mall activities 

and, when necessary, to make appropriate recommendations to others, including the Common 

Council of the City of Poughkeepsie. Said task force shall meet from time to time to advise 

the Mall Commission regarding mall activities. 

 

Section 2-88 Penalties for offenses. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1] 

Except in those cases where a specific penalty is herein set forth, the violation of any provision or 

provisions of this Article shall be punishable by such penalties as are set forth in Section 1-8 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie. 

 

Section 2-89 Remedies deemed cumulative, not exclusive. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1] 

The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive and shall be in addition to 

any other remedies provided by law; any and all remedies may be pursued concurrently or 

consecutively, and the pursuit of any remedy should not be construed as an election or waiver of 

the right to pursue any and all other remedies. 

Section 2-90 Applicability. 

[Ord. of 6-17-1974, § 1] 

This Article shall apply to everyone, including but not limited to owner, lessee, operator, occupant, 

mortgagee, vendee in possession, assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, agent, firm, sole 

proprietorship, partnership, national association and corporation. 

 

Section 2-91 Promotion. 

[Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 30] 

The Commission, in furtherance of the policy stated in Section 2-80(b)(7) and (8), shall be directed 

to promote, solicit, sponsor and otherwise encourage the use of the Mall for educational, cultural, 

civic, commercial and other events. 

 

Section 2-92 Exterior building and street alterations. 

[Ord. of 11-3-1980, § 31, 32] 

(a) The Commission shall be empowered to review and advise upon all proposals, both public 

and private, for all temporary and permanent exterior building alterations, including but not 

limited to signs and building facades in accordance with Section 19-4.9, Signs, of the Code of 

Ordinances. 
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(b) The Commission shall be empowered to review and advise upon all proposals, both public 

and private, for all temporary and permanent exterior street alterations, including but not limited 

to landscaping, street furniture and other modifications which directly affect or otherwise 

influence the visual, aesthetic and physical character of the Mall. 

Section 2-93through Section 2-100. (Reserved) 

 

 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 

 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 

ITALICS INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR NELSON, a communication regarding the 

proposed sale of city owned property located at 25 Whinfield Street.  
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2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN AND 

COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY, a communication regarding the proposed PILOT 

Agreement with Ken Kearney for the Catherine Square Project.  
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XI. NEW BUSINESS:  
 

XII. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Lorraine 

Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 9 

 

Dated: May 28, 2020  

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, May 18, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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