
 
City of Poughkeepsie  

Waterfront Advisory Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

Common Council Chambers  
Tuesday, January 24, 2023  

6:00 PM 
 

I.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
  
 1. Approval of November 30, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

Motion: ______________ 
Second:______________ 
Carried:_______________ 

   
II.  LWRP Consistency Review  
  
 1. 75 N WATER MIDHUDSON DISCOVERY MUSEUM - SIGN 

Sign review regarding freestanding monument sign with electronic 
message board. Owner/Applicant: Midhudson Discovery Museum; 
Consultant: GNS Sign Group; Grid #6062-66- 738231; Zoning District: 
Waterfront District (W); File #PB2022-040 

   
III.  COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
  
 1. Local Waterfront Revitalization Program approved by Common Council on 

1/3/2023 
   
 2. New Business 
   
 

Page 1 of 21



POUGHKEEPSIE WATERFRONT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

City of Poughkeepsie Planning Division 
62 Civic Center Plaza, 2nd Floor 

Poughkeepsie, NY  12602 
(845) 451-4055 

 

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 30, 2022 MEETING 

 
  

Members Present:  Europa McGovern (Chair), Harvey Flad, Jim Nelson, Mike Young, Lia 

Harris (late) 

 

Members Absent: Terriciena Brown,  

 

Also Present:  Natalie Quinn, Development Director  

 

Meeting called to order: 6:03 PM    

 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Mike Young, seconded by Harvey Flad, the Committee voted to receive in print 

and approve the October 25, 2022 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously 4:0:0. 
 
 

II. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

1. Review of November 18, 2022 Draft LWRP 

 

Director Quinn explains that the LWRP is posted on the city’s website in two formats - a clean 

PDF and a word document with tracked-changes. Appendices have been removed from the main 

document and made into their own separate documents with links in order to make the document 

and appendices easier to navigate. The Harbor Management Plan Appendix is still being 

finalized and will be posted prior to Common Council approval.  

 

There was discussion regarding the Harbor Management Plan components being discussed in all 

three geographic areas of the WRA. Director Quinn also summarized an email submitted by 

Emily Svenson, the consultant hired by the Common Council, and her suggestion to reintroduce 

the reference to redlining and make minor edits to Chapter 18 ½ Waterfront Consistency Review 

Law to fully enumerate all 44 polices rather than summarize and group.  The Committee 

discussed that although the local law summarizes the policies, it does make reference to each 

individual policy and directs residents to review the full LWRP for an explanation of each 

policy. Staff will have Corporation Council review for any legal issues.  

 

There was discussion of comments submitted by Committee Member Harvey Flad as well as 

outreach and notification to properties in the Fall Kill Area who are now included in the WRA 

boundary. WAC may want to assist with outreach going forward.  
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While a template for a Waterfront Assessment Form is included as an appendix, the WAC will 

have the ability to modify and update that document going forward to better assist applicants in 

providing necessary information. DOS offers workshops to assist waterfront advisory 

committees with implementation.  

 

Some of the larger changes presented in the November 2022 draft include reorganization of 

policies and subpolicies, which were moved to the “explanation of policy,” as well as reworking 

of Project 18 to focus on resiliency assessment and planning.  

 

There was discussion of the use of “should” versus “shall” in Section 18 ½ (7)(a) as well as the 

30 day timeline for WAC review. There was conversation regarding the WAC’s role as an 

advisory body and the fact that recommendations should be made to the deciding body as to what 

actions should be taken to make a project more consistent with the LWRP< rather than “rubber-

stamping” as consistent or not.  

 

2. Discussion of Common Council Timeline for Review of LWRP (Public Hearing 

Scheduled for December 19th @ 6:00 PM) 
 
 

Councilmember Evan Menist attended the meeting to answer any questions from the Committee 

and shared his opinion that comments of the council had been incorporated into the most recent 

draft and that the council is close to finalizing. Following the public hearing the Council will likely 

caucus on the matter during the month of January and take action possibly at the 2nd meeting in 

January. Councilmember Menist recommended that the Committee may want to submit a letter to 

the Council rather than speaking at the public hearing due to limited time.  

 

There is brief discussion of filling the vacant Mayoral seat and vacant council-appointed seat on 

the WAC. 
 

3. New Business / Announcements 
 

 There is a sign application for 75 North Water Street, the Mid-Hudson Discovery 

Museum that will come before the WAC for review at a future meeting. 

 The Committee discusses major rock demolition and clearing work occurring at a vacant 

property on Dutchess Avenue and questions why that has not come before the WAC for 

Review. It is understood that a 3 story parking garage will be proposed. Staff reports that 

only a permit for grading has been submitted, no development plans, but that staff will 

visit the site and discuss the matter with the Building Inspector to get an update. WAC is 

specifically concerned about impacts to water runoff.  

 Staff notes that complaints about any potentially unauthorized work can be called in to 

the Building Division front desk at 845-451-4007 

 

A motion was made by Europa McGovern and seconded by Mike Young to adjourn the meeting 

at 7:19 PM. 
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