Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 5, 2023

Tiie Crry oF POUGIHKEEPSIE
NEW YORK

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, June S, 2023, 6:30 p.m. Common Council Chambers

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council
the date is Monday, June 5, 2023, and the time is 6:30 pm.

I. ROLL CALL: 7 Present, 2 Absent (Councilmember Thompson absent and Johnson;
arrived after roll call)
II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:
Public Hearing Minutes — May 185, 2023

Common Council Meeting — May 15, 2023
Special Meeting Minutes — May 30, 2023

Motion to accept the minutes: Councilmember Long, Seconded by Councilmember Menist.

PH & CCM & SM Minutes VOICE VOTE
Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent
Councilmember Grant Voter M O O oo
Councilmember Long Voter | O O O
Councilmember Flowers Voter M O O O
] Accepted . - -
O Defeated Councilmember Deichler Voter M O | O
a Tabled Councilmember Thompson Voter 0 O O ™
Councilmember Johnson Voter u (W] O =
Councilmember Menist Voter M O (m} [m|
Councilmember Shook Voter 1} O O m}
Chairwoman Brown Voter ™ O O O

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed
agenda.

-NONE-
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Marta Knapp — 10 S. Clinton St

Paul Brenner — S. Grand Ave.

Carolyn Miller — Virginia Ave.

Nicole Elting - Thornwood Dr.

Alan Rodriguez

Daniel Atonna — 16 College Ave (For the Many)
Robert Phillips — Hudson Pointe

Edwin Kravitz — S. Clinton

Laurie Sandow — S. Grand Ave. *

10. Jamar Cummings — 5" Ward resident
11. Laura Forman — Washington St.

12. Kane Bowers — Union St. (For the Many)
13. Michael De Cordova — 278 Main St.

14. Warren Jones

15. Kenneth Kelley

FEIEEFIFEEPE

* Submitted Written Comments



Laurie Sandow comments, c/PK Common Council meeting, June 5, 2023

Thirteen weeks have passed since the March 6th Informational meeting, and I still have no
replies from unelected Mayor Nelson, Chairwoman Brown, Chamberlain Davis, and others.
Once again, my same question: how many weeks and months will I have to waste my first
sentence at Council meetings keeping count of the refusal to reply to questions they swore
and are obligated to answer?

I’ add an additional question: I’d like to have it publicly confirmed or denied whether the
Chamberlain keeps a separate binder exclusively for my Freedom of Information (FOIL)

requests.

That last question is a special concern because on May 11th, Corporation Counsel Valk and
unqualified Historic District Commissioners Tim McQueen and Da’Ron Wilson were heard
during a public access TV broadcast discussing and disparaging FOIL delays, FOIL
requests, and certain members of the public. The City received a notice to preserve that
audio and video as well as Freedom of Information request to deliver it. They’ve not done
that yet.

We’ve got people in this City, some already holding paid positions, and others campaigning
for office, who’ve never spoken in front of this body or any City body, or otherwise
exposed their positions to the light of day—the sunlight that Supreme Court Justice Louis
Brandeis described as “the best of disinfectants”. Yet these same parties feel free to express
their hostility against knowledgeable members of the community who DO speak up. We’ve
got unelected Mayor Nelson who, at the last Council meeting, showed that he is also hostile,
using his public comments to selectively deliver shade and half-truths, while lecturing the
public about what they should or shouldn’t include in their comments.

Just like some of this Council’s current members, a shocking number of current
campaigners for office neither know, nor care, nor have shown any proof of their
knowledge about the workings of government, their duty to constituents, or the powers they
might end up using or abusing. We’ve got people on this Council who freely violate
decorum by insulting members of the public, and who talk about transparency while
blocking or hiding comments on their social media. We’ve got a Council and
Administration scourge of decisions made behind the closed doors. We’ve got new
employees under Marc Nelson whose qualifications are unknown, holding jobs that may

have never been posted to the public.



Lastly, tonight’s agenda shows a presentation regarding lead pipes. New York State passed
a Clean Water Infrastructure Act in 2017. Why is this issue just being presented today, six

years later? The public demands to know where grant funds from the State’s Lead Service

Line Replacement Plan were deposited when awarded to the City in 2017, as well as a full

accounting of how those funds were actually used, assuming they were ever used.
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V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

Chairwoman Brown: First off, to the speakers who came today out of frustration and lack of
agency. I apologize to you as chair of this council. I wasn't aware of any of those issues, but I'm
happy to help. And I think that for a couple of women I spoken to and I'll speak to the

council members of those wards, I think I do have a nice plan in place to help. Communication is
key and it's clear on this council. Sometimes there's not communication amongst each other. So,
either the council versus the administration, when there's people on the council who's been here
for a long time, may have answers on that, not just myself, but I just wish we would
communicate more because it breaks my heart to see people come here and cry because they're
not getting help.

On a positive note, I had the pleasure to and Councilmember Grant had the pleasure a couple of
weeks ago to go to Minneapolis, Minnesota. And one of the reasons why we went there is
because the city of Poughkeepsie is participating with an impact as part of our overall cradle to
career pipeline of supports for our children and our whole youth Development plan to bring early
Learning and Math Corps into the city of the kids. The Early Learning and Math Corps recruits
local tutors from the community, and I'll be serving at Poughkeepsie School District Day one,
Early Learning Master Services and Little Water Prep, and I'm missing one of their

community family development and with the early learning. And the reason why I'm
announcing this is because if anyone's interested, I do have cards to be happy to give out on how
you can apply these tutors that we and I have agreed to help recruit our members of the
community. You can be from any walk of life. You could be a retiree, you could be a recent
college graduate, you can be a educator. You can just be a person who wants to get involved and
help children.

You will receive extensive training from an impact. The impact is a national organization who
is contracted by the federal government to dispense funding and oversee many different
AmeriCorps programs. So we are currently recruiting. So if you're interested on the

Early Learning Corps, you'll work with pre those people out there. I want to do this. Could you
pass some of these out? People are interested. Only if they're interested because I don't have
many.

Vice Chair Shook: I can leave them on the table.

Chairwoman Brown: No, because I don't have that many. [ have to get them out. But if you're
interested you can just raise your hand while we're talking and vice chair will give you a card.
You'll work in pre and pre-K and pre-K classes helping children learn literacy in the Math

Corps, you'll be working in grades K through three, helping children develop better

numeracy skills. And you don't have to be just don't get intimidated by math because I know a lot
of people do. When you say math, unless you're, you know, a mathematician, they provide a lot
of training. So, you know, any of us should be able to teach third grade math. But this is a

way, you know, people come here all the time and complain about the results of the school
district. And you know, we need community involvement to improve it. It's obvious that, you
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know, just a school district alone or these early childhood centers alone can counter all the
aspects of poverty that we have in this area. Our children are entering kindergarten on average
and not all on average, two years behind. So when they're tested in kindergarten and they get

a kindergarten screening, they should screen at a five year old level. We have the majority of our
children coming in around three years old, two and a half to three years old. And that's no fault
of the parents. It's just a consequence of our environment.

So like I said, we are a high poverty district, so we have a lot of working families, we have a lot
of a lot of disadvantages that more affluent communities don't have. So in order to change

that, we are encouraging more people to get involved and help as opposed to just being overly
critical because it's unfair to be critical if you're not trying to be part of the solution. So I hope as
many of you as possibly know, those of you at home. Mayor Nelson, maybe we can put a link on
the website for those watching who may want to apply to be a tutor?

But lastly, on this subject, it actually is a paid tutor set. So if you do it full time, you'll get a
stipend, a stipend every two weeks. I believe it's $900 plus full health insurance. And on top of
that, you get tuition reimbursement. Now, if you're a retiree and you don't have any

college loans, you can pass that on to your children or grandchildren. That's the beauty of it. And
if you choose to be a part time tutor, which is 25 hours a week, I believe a $600 stipend, you may
pay 80% of your insurance and you also get a tuition reimbursement, just not the full, but you do
get a good amount.

So there you know, there are perks. Aside from the benefit of helping our children, there is
additional perks. So I encourage everyone who's interested to get involved.

Boards and committees. I want to thank Councilmember Long. She did have the

Housing Solutions Committee meeting today, but I wanted to clarify a few things because there's
some things that are a little concerning that a meeting took place today, and

Councilmember Long called me because her meeting was interrupted by the mayor and I wanted
to sit on the floor because I don't want this to get out of hand, give the mayor an opportunity

to discuss what transpired today. Because when I created this committee, it was very thought out
for several years. People have come to this council talking about different aspects of housing that
need to be addressed. Affordable housing being one, but also home ownership being

another, housing sustainability being another rent control being another absentee landlords. Just
so many. And through the years this council has not been able to address those issues because all
the other fires that come up, that gets put on the back burner and the problem's just

getting worse. So I found it necessary to create a committee, as per the charter, set the chair, to
create committees based off of the needs of the community. And that was something that was
needed. So this committee, I hold close to my heart. So when it's not functioning correctly, you
know, it is bothersome and I want to remedy that tonight if possible. So it was very alarming
when Council member Long called me today. So, Mayor Nelson, I would like to give you an
opportunity to discuss what transpired.

Mayor Nelson: Thanks, Chairwoman Brown and to members of the council and those watching
at home. So back in January, when both Chairwoman Brown and 1 assumed our roles, we
started with a fantastic discussion about how we could collaborate to move the city forward on a
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number of areas that were of vital importance. And what we saw was some really good action.
The council moved quickly to adopt the LWRP, the local waterfront revitalization program that
had languished in, I guess for three, maybe even four years by some accounts. There were some
other successes as well in those early months.

Chairwoman Brown did appoint a council committee to address and look into ways to potentially
mitigate our rising rents and to come up with some solutions that perhaps we could

implement legislatively to better afford access to affordable housing for members of the
community. That resolution was Resolution 23, dash 37, in which it was submitted by
Councilmember Long, and there were six council appointees.

I was asked to appoint three to the commission, which I did thereafter, and that was

done voluntarily by the administration in the spirit of collaboration with Chairwoman Brown and
some of her colleagues. I appointed three individuals. That was done in late February, early
March, and here we are in early June. And the committee has met, to the best of my knowledge,
twice. There were a number of stops and starts. Most recently, a meeting was cancelled on less
than an hour's notice by Chairwoman Long. There were members that were waiting here to
attend that meeting that had been scheduled well in advance. And again, Chairwoman Long did
not appear for that meeting. That was concerning, but it wasn't my only problem. In addition to
that, I found out and I did not know this, that the council appointed six and I appointed three. But
apparently there were other members of the public that were appointed and at least one, if not
more, of where we found related and working for a political action group operating in the city

of Poughkeepsie called For the Many.

And 1 think everybody in the room, I know certainly all the members of the council are aware
that for the many, has been lobbying this council for months and months to pass legislation that
would essentially ban Airbnb’s, the group that was responsible for the council, adopting what
they called rather ironically good cause eviction. That law was struck down as unconstitutional
by a number of courts, including our own city court. [ understand, and this is the political action
group that since that time has been up lobbying in Albany to pass this legislation as well. My
view and | appreciate Chairwoman Brown giving me an opportunity to let the public know what
it is, is that the housing crisis in the city of Poughkeepsie and in fact, the region should not be
politicized. It's not a political issue. And here we are three weeks before a primary. And I walk
into a committee meeting that is essentially being led by members of the very group that is
endorsing some of the members that are up here today running for office. I just think it's
inappropriate. So I've asked my members to stand down. The administration is not going

to participate on our three members. One resigned on her own. Councilmember Long sent an
email today and said to me that I didn't have the right to do that as the mayor. I'm just the mayor
by charter. She's fond of saying I'm not an elected mayor and therefore for some reason |

don't have the authority to act as the mayor of the city of Poughkeepsie. That question has been
answered by our corporation council at least six times over the last five months. There is no
acting mayor. There's no temporary mayor. I do have the authority.

But for anybody who disputes that, including Councilmember Long, I would just refer you to
the resolution that was passed by and submitted to the council by Councilmember Long, and that
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is Resolution 23-37. It says nothing about the administration shall participate, that was done
voluntarily.

Chairwoman Brown: I think, Mayor Nelson, I think because Councilmember Long reached out
to me as well, she wanted to make sure that you could not disband the committee, which you
cannot.

Mayor Nelson: I cannot. Absolutely not. And I think but our participation in a committee that's
met twice in six months and is, in my view, not going to come up with any solutions. I think that
as the city's mayor, it's incumbent on us to operate in the administration. And my commitment to
the city of Poughkeepsie is we'll have our own recommendations to this council for action that
they could take sometime in the fall.

Chairwoman Brown: So, Councilmember Long, would you like to respond? And I just want

to be clear to members of the public. You know, we talk about transparency. That's why this is
unfolding on the floor, because I'm not going to allow things to happen anymore behind doors
because people are twisting and turning in all different ways. And that's not the way I'm going to
go out in my last six months. So, Councilmember Long, would you like to respond?

Councilmember Long: So first, I'd like to say it wasn’t six months. I probably sent out ten
doodles for myself and his three appointees and no one could get the same day. I have other
things in life and I have another thousand constituents to care for. Secondly, just so you

are aware, Mayor by charter, your three appointees ranted and raved about bringing Daniel

on the committee. So your appointees had absolutely asked me after we conduct the

interviews, we stay on an interview with Daniel for probably an hour and a half, and after our
feedback, they thought he was just the best. So. You. You know, I'm not sugarcoating

nothing, because that's just not me. You're going to stop coming at me like an attack. You came
in there. You tried to embarrass me. But what he didn't tell everybody is He came in, interrupted
the meeting. We were having a great meeting. Even the members that we were having, the
meeting felt his appearance and his statements were very inappropriate and unacceptable because
we had a conversation. [ am who I am. And I let the committee know Mayor by charter and I
said it to him. I don't like you. He left my meeting and we continued on today. We met an hour
and a half. We came up with great solutions. You talked about six months. We can go back to the
record. Ms. Sandow just talked about you not responding, 13 weeks. Mr. Brennan talked about
you haven't responded from September. So you want to throw this in my face about not having a
meeting? Let's talk about your responsibilities and the time that it's taken. Okay. So you're going
to continue then.

Chairwoman Brown: That's what I was going to ask you, are we going to be able to move
forward?

Councilmember Long: Absolutely. As long as he stays out of our way, we are going to
continue. We're going to pull up. We had phenomenal discussions today. We had a lot of

feedback. And when I tell you, we are going to move forward. It is what it is.

Chairwoman Brown: Mayor Nelson, when you reconsider reinstating your appointees?
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Mayor Nelson: Not if members of For the Many are participating in this. I want to be clear that
quite apart from the delays and everything else, the main reason that I pulled our people is
because -

Councilmember Long: He’s a city resident. That’s it.

Mayor Nelson: Doesn't matter.

Councilmember Long: What was it — “Justice for all?”

Mayor Nelson: Well, we're not going to. The resolution didn't authorize the appointment of
anybody from the public. It's not in the resolution, number one. And I was not made aware that
For the Many would be participating in this group. So, no, the administration is not going to take
part if For the Many is involved.

Councilmember Long: You told us.

Mayor Nelson: Well, we're not going to.

Councilmember Long: No, you told us today.

Chairwoman Brown: Okay,

Councilmember Long: Hold on. Hold on. Because I think it's important. People need to

see how many lies this man tells consistently. Right. It needs to be put out here. You interrupted
our meeting today for you to tell us you and your administration are working on your own
agenda items for housing. And it's sad that you are in your position and you can't work with a
group because it's not you. First of all, you don't like me because I hold you accountable and

because Daniel is here? Daniel's not here For the Many. Daniel's here for Daniel. So the issue
was with you.

Mayor Nelson: Chair. I don't want to belabor the point. I want to try to be as respectful as I can.
Councilmember Long: And I'm being respectful.

Mayor Nelson: I was not informed. By anyone that For the Many, would be participating in
this group. This is a political action group that essentially is the public arm of the

Working Families Party.

Councilmember Long: You don’t talk to your appointees?

Mayor Nelson: My appointees don't work for For the Many - and neither do —

Councilmember Long: But you have all these other —
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Chairwoman Brown: Councilmember Long were interviews conducted for the seats?

Councilmember Long: Now, we're going to we're going to move forward. We're going to have
a great committee.

Mayor Nelson: Madam Chair, if I could just finish my comment.

Chairwoman Brown: I just don't want you - I don't want this political posturing, because
what's going to happen is, you know, [ was sitting here very quiet for the last few months, you
know, and, you know, you get attacked a lot, Council members up here get attacked a lot. And,
you know, some of the people doing the attacking and some of the people remain silent.

I mean, if we want to put it all out here, you know, Council members are lying too. You and not
referring to you, Councilmember Long. But I'm just saying like if we're going to start opening a
can of worms, if I start talking, I think it's going to it's going to create a big disaster. So I'm
trying I've always been trying to be the moderator here and move the business forward because
all the political stuff is not really in my best interest. I just want to see some things done in the
last few months. So my concern is making sure I can support this committee, making sure

that we get some solutions that we could have addressed and we could take some action within
the next few months.

Councilmember Long: And just so you know, Everything we discussed today unfortunately,
fell back on the lack of administration.

Chairwoman Brown: Well, that's something we could talk about today and discuss. I'm going
to move through my agenda really quickly.

The Joint Water Board, it was brought to my attention today that our appointee council member
Deichler has not been kept in the loop of actions that are happening on our Joint Water Board.
Now, I served that at Joint Water Board, Mayor Nelson, for what, almost four years? So, it's
concerning. I was a little disappointed that I was just learning this from Councilmember Deichler
because that that's not how it's supposed to function. We were always in the know, like we're
equal partners in this work and the town has no power over this city. So for her to be excluded is
bothersome. And I would like to know, you know, be given an explanation as to why.

Mayor Nelson: Well, the answer is quite simple. She wasn't excluded. The council member
texted me this afternoon and asked me a question about something that appeared on the agenda
for tomorrow's Joint Water Board meeting. And for those who don't know, I'm the chair of the
Joint Water Board meeting, so I set the agenda. Just as Chairwoman Brown sets the agenda here.

Councilmember Deichler's question concerned why she wasn't informed that the Fraternal Order
of Police would be entering collective bargaining negotiations and why she wouldn't be informed
about something that included and affected the police department here. I responded by

educating the councilperson that the Fraternal Order of Police is the union for our Joint

Water Employees, that that's those are the staff of city of the city and the town who work at the
joint water plant. They are not sworn officers. They're not members of the Police Benevolent
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Association. It's got nothing to do with the PBA contract. And the item on the agenda says that
the board will be voting tomorrow on whether or not to invite them to the collective bargaining
table. So, again, for the benefit of the public, there's no action being taken other than

that contract expired December of last year. We have a duty to our union members to enter good
faith negotiations. And rather than just do it, we put it on the agenda for conversation with all

of the six members of the board. So I want to be clear that Councilmember Deichler asked

a question. | answered the question.

I think I answered it to her satisfaction. At least her text said “Thank you for the clarity.” But
apparently there was an email chain that went around earlier that Chairwoman Brown is
discussing that says that somehow she was left out of the loop. The fact is, is that anybody
serving on the Joint Water Board should know that the Fraternal Order of Police has nothing to
do with the PBA. And anybody serving on the Joint Water Board should know that our contract
expired in December of 2022. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Chairwoman Brown: Councilmember Deichler, do you feel like you're being left out of the
loop with decisions on the Joint Water Board?

Councilmember Deichler: I mean, there are much bigger issues at hand. I don't think that
wasn’t aware -

Chairwoman Brown: The Joint Water Board is a very big issue, especially if we're going to talk
about lead pipes and such today.

Councilmember Deichler: I understand, I asked the Mayor.
Chairwoman Brown: And I believe I responded. You asked me.

Councilmember Deichler: Yes, I received questions from the public and from you all. I asked
the mayor to clarify and he clarified. And, you know, it is what it is. I, I don't know what other
information

Chairwoman Brown: I just you know, I'm just I'm just a little agitated today because I do have
to say this like some of us have been up here for a long time and we get asked last and we
probably are the ones that have the answers. And then it comes into all this bickering and arguing
that doesn't have to happen. But, you know, just the fact that, you know, our colleagues

don't don't appreciate the fact that we've been here and we may know the answers. And that's just
kind of frustrating to me.

And next thing on the agenda IDA interviews. [ have tasked to Vicechair Shook since he served
on the IDA in the past. What better person to head the interviews? He'll reach out to a couple of
the council colleagues to also sit on those interviews with him. But he'll start to get his start
contacting people next week to schedule and we will shoot to appoint possibly before we go

to our hiatus.

So when we come back in August, they can start serving on the IDA. Thank you, Vice Chair
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Shook for doing that.

Also, before we in July, I will be unveiling, along with the administration, a new timeline for
rezoning. We did not forget about that. You know, there has been a lot of movement. Also, a lot
of things are still up in the air at this time as far as staffing concerns, as far as a few local laws
and resolutions that we're anticipating on passing. But I will have that information available

at one of the council meetings in July. We're going to have two meetings back to back. I
anticipate September we're going to shoot for September to start having those public hearings
around the rezoning. So I just wanted to put that out there.

Also for members of the public, I scheduled and for members of the council who would like to
go to in-person training, the second half of in-person council training will be June 21, in the city
administrator's office. And this will be all about budget because our budget season

officially started this month. And I hear a lot of times people say, I didn't know this was in the
budget or how do I find it? So guess what? We're going to make it very easy and do a four-hour
training and show everyone how to read the budget, how to find things in the budget, and how
to hopefully not manipulate a budget, but, you know what I mean? Better understand the budget.

And, the benches.

Councilmember Deichler: Did you say June or July?
Chairwoman Brown: June

Councilmember Deichler: This is the first we're hearing of it.

Chairwoman Brown: I just said that I just scheduled it because a lot of a lot of people already
did their eight hour training, this is optional.

And benches on Main Street. I'll wait to talk about that with Councilmember Menist, because
I've been getting a lot of reports and complaints, and I know this this was an initiative that was
very important to you. So I want to talk to you directly to see if maybe we can come up with
some kind of solution.

Councilmember Menist: Yeah, I'm happy to do it.

Chairwoman Brown: And I understand I was notified when I was away. And thanks for
watchdogs like Laurie Sandow and I mean respectfully about the June, the county meeting, about
the homeless shelters. So I suppose us as a council need to talk and also set up another public
forum. Well, this is. That was good, it was good to know. I mean, a lot of times she knows

stuff before we do. So we'll be scheduling another public hearing here in the council chambers to
discuss the gentleman who just left, Mr. Kelley, about addiction. I've been in talks with and in
Minneapolis and like I said, runs AmeriCorps programs. But they had different aspects of
AmeriCorps is also something called Recovery Corps. And that's something that I'm going to go
back out in September. And I've been talking to the mayor about to see if we can bring that
program here too. It's a similar concept to how to Early Learning Corps is, but it would use
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community members to be recovery coaches and provide stipends and stuff. We really need
more peer-to-peer recovery and counseling here. What I what I've noticed and when he said
addiction, you know, knocks on everyone's doorstep a lot of times when we talk about it in these
Chambers is model focused we're thinking about the people that are on Main Street or may
suffer from mental illness. But the fact of the matter is I know a lot of people just like me who
are addicted to something. You know, there's a lot of people suffering in silence. So maybe if we
can build a stable of people, you know, from all different walks of life to help people into
recovery, maybe that's a good solution. So that's something that I hope some members of this
council, especially Councilmember Long, who is of recovery, called for help, and
Councilmember Grant, who's also going to be working with me, will help pioneer this program
and we can make this happen. And that concludes, Oh, Happy Pride Month. I'm sorry, I should
have started that way. Happy Pride Month to everyone. June is Pride Month. And yesterday for
those cancer survivors was National Survivor's Day. So shout out to all the cancer survivors as
well that I'll turn it over to mayor's comments at this time.

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Mayor Nelson: Thank you, Chairwoman Brown. Just before I get into my comments, thank you
very much for sharing your experience while you were on that trip. You know, I'm a big
supporter of the impact program as well and the conversations you and I had just since you've
been back.

I've heard a lot of things that I think warrant further review, and I'm looking forward to working
with you and some of your colleagues on seeing how we can better, better address some of these
problems again, we've heard about tonight.

Quickly, just some events coming up. Want to make sure everybody is aware in the public that
the Malcolm X Park ribbon cutting, and grand opening is scheduled for this Thursday at

4:30 p.m. and the public is invited. I believe that is up on our website. This is a continuation
of the Parks initiative that we've spent a lot of time talking about lately and we're really
excited about that.

The Pride Parade as Chairwoman Brown mentioned, Pride Month. The parade will be taking
place again in the city of Poughkeepsie on Saturday. [ believe that's the 10th and we expect a
great turnout again. And we're doing everything we can to make sure that the weather is as good
as it has been of late.

Just to back up to last Thursday or maybe it was Friday, I think absolutely everybody in the
council is aware that the city did receive upgrades to its rating, its bond rating from Standard

and Poor's has upgraded the city to above investment grade for the first time in years with

a positive outlook. And also Moody's Investors Service also has upgraded us from stable to
positive. I think this is the first time, as was reported by John Penney in a recent media

release, the first time that both rating agencies have had the city designated positive outlook in
about 11 years. And as I've said repeatedly to anyone that will listen, that as interest rates go

up, the importance of that bond rating is absolutely critical to this city, to our residents and to our
businesses as it directly affects how much we pay when we go out to market to bond



Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 5, 2023

for important things like infrastructure work and so forth. And we have a lot of
infrastructure work to do in the city of Poughkeepsie. So the bond rating is important.

Finally, Madam Chair, I was asked a question about paving a number of questions. Over the
months leading into this painting season, we've twice expanded the group of streets in the city
that are being paved this season. We're now over $2 million in money that we've spent to

pave streets. We're approaching tripling what we've usually done year to year. And we want to
thank not only the two contractors that are working for the city this year, and I believe this is
the first year that we have engaged two independent contractors instead of just one. But I'd also
like to thank the Department of Public Works for overseeing those engagements and also the
Department of Engineering that has been working closely with them as well.

And then finally, also relating to paving, we were asked when and if Grand Avenue, portions

of Grand Avenue are in really bad shape as we know, as is Main Street. I just want to let
everybody know on the council that on May 19th on my birthday, I took the pleasure of signing
the consulting agreement with the architectural engineering firm Creighton Manning, which will
begin the process of several million dollars of improvements to Grand Avenue. And we'll be
posting this on the city website next week for anybody in the public that wants to get more
involved and look at what are the improvement plans for Grand Avenue. That's work beginning
in 24 and extending through 25.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

VII. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

CONSENT AGENDA:

IX. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

X. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

A motion to accept the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember Menist and seconded
by Councilmember Deichler.

1. 0-23-02, Ordinance Amending §13-269 of Chapter 13 of The City of Poughkeepsie
Code of Ordinances Entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” - Handicapped Parking on
Thompson St
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ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269
OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC”

(0-23-02)

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS:

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:
SECTION 1: §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition:
Section 13-269 -Handicapped parking areas designated.
Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated
as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this

Article:

THOMPSON ST., North side, beginning 95 feet East of its intersection with Smith St., and
continuing East for a distance of 30 feet, for two parking spaces.

THOMPSON ST., South side, beginning 95 feet East of its intersection with Smith St., and
continuing East for a distance of 30 feet, for two parking spaces.

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER DEICHLER

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold

10-23-02- VOICE VOTE
Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent

Councilmember Grant Voter ] o (]
Councilmember Long Voter | O ] ]
Councilmember Flowers Voter M O O (]

%] Accepted . .

O Defeated Councilmember Deichler Voter | O O (|

o Tabled Councilmember Thompson Voter O ] O il
Councilmember Johnson Voter O O O 12|
Councilmember Menist Voter M O O O
Councilmember Shook Voter M O O 0
Chairwoman Brown Voter O O [} ]
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ACTION AGENDA:

XI. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

A motion was made to approve R-23-45 and Resolution R-23-46 by unanimous consent by
Councilmember Menist and seconded by Councilmember Deichler.

1. R-23-45, Resolution Approving Consent to One Dutchess Sewer Trans, Corp.

MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO FORMATION
OF SEWER WORKS CORPORATION

The City Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York hereby consents to
the formation of a sewer works corporation under the provisions of the Consolidated Laws of
New York, Chapter 63, Article 10, Sewage-Works Corporations for the purpose of supplying the
City and Town of Poughkeepsie with a sewer system; and we consent to the filing of the annexed
certificate of incorporation for One Dutchess Sewer-Works Corporation upon the condition that
the City or the Town shall have the irrevocable option to purchase or acquire by condemnation
the sewer works system from One Dutchess Sewer-Works Corporation.

Executed on , 2023 at Poughkeepsie, New York

Natasha Brown, Chairwoman

I hereby certify that the Consent herein was passed by the Poughkeepsie City Council on
, 2023

Jasmin Davis, City Chamberlain

I hereby certify that the foregoing Consent contains the correct text and proper procedures were
followed for the Consent above referenced passed by the Poughkeepsie City Council on
, 2023

Rebecca Valk, Corporation Counsel
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R-23-45- VOICE VOTE
Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent

Councilmember Grant Voter o} m| O m}
Councilmember Long Voter | O 0 O
Councilmember Flowers Voter 1} m| O |

M Accepted - : .

o Defeated Councilmember Deichler Voter M ] O O

] Tabled Councilmember Thompson Voter O O O |
Councilmember Johnson Voter O O O M
Councilmember Menist Voter M [m| (m} )
Councilmember Shook Voter ] O [} [m|
Chairwoman Brown Voter O [m| [m] M

2. R-23-46, Resolution Approving Consent to One Dutchess Water Works, Corp

MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO FORMATION
OF WATER WORKS CORPORATION

The City Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York hereby consents to
the formation of a water works corporation under the provisions of the Consolidated Laws of
New York, Chapter 63, Article 10, Water-Works Corporations for the purpose of supplying the
City and Town of Poughkeepsie with a water system; and we consent to the filing of the annexed
certificate of incorporation for One Dutchess Water-Works Corporation upon the condition that
the City or the Town shall have the irrevocable option to purchase or acquire by condemnation
the water works system from One Dutchess Water-Works Corporation.

Executed on , 2023 at Poughkeepsie, New York

Natasha Brown, Chairwoman

I hereby certify that the Consent herein was passed by the Poughkeepsie City Council on
- ,2023

Jasmin Davis, City Chamberlain

I hereby certify that the foregoing Consent contains the correct text and proper procedures were
followed for the Consent above referenced passed by the Poughkeepsie City Council on
, 2023

Rebecca Valk, Corporation Counsel
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[R-23-46- VOICE VOTE
Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent

Councilmember Grant Voler M O (m| O
Councilmember Long Voter ] O O O
Counciimember Flowers Voter ™ O [m| m|

uf Accepted . .

O Defeated Councilmember Deichler Voter M O m| o

O Tabled Councilmember Thompson Voter 0 O O ]
Councilmember Johnson Voter m| O O [}
Councilmember Menist Voter M [} a 0
Councilmember Shook Voter | O O Im|
Chairwoman Brown Voter O O O M

XII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:
1. FIRST READ: Ordinance Deleting Section 14-3 “Flying Kites” of Chapter 14

“Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions” of The City of Poughkeepsie Code of
Ordinances

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269
OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC”

(0-23-##)

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS:

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:
SECTION 1: §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition:
Section 13-269 -Handicapped parking areas designated.
Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated
as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this

Article:

THOMPSON ST.. North side, beginning 95 feet East of its intersection with Smith St., and

continuing East for a distance of 30 feet, for two parking spaces.

THOMPSON ST.. South side, beginning 95 feet East of its intersection with Smith St., and

continuing East for a distance of 30 feet, for two parking spaces.
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SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold

XII. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
1. A PRESENTATION FROM DUTCHESS COUNTY HEALTH
DEPARTMENT, Regarding the Primary Prevention Lead Program

A motion was made to defer the below communication/petition to Corporation
Counsel by Councilmember Long and was seconded by Councilmember Deichler.

2. FROM VALERIE HALL, a notice of property damage sustained on or around
April 28, 2023.

3. FROM SHAKUR PETERSON, a notice of property damage sustained on or
around May 8, 2023.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Councilmember Deichler and seconded by Councilmember
Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 PM.

Dated: June 12,2023

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council
Meeting held on Monday, June 5, 2023.

Respectfully submitted,

Jasmin Nicole Davis
City Chamberlain



