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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, August 31, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS Open 

Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council the 

date is Monday, August 31, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, State, 

and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council will 

not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council meetings (including 

public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS Open Meetings 

Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, will be 

able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that was posted 

with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later date and 

available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people of 

the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, means 

‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  
 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL-All Present  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
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Special CCM 6/29/2020 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 

printed agenda.  

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison  

 

VI. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chair Salem:  
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VII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember L. 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers to table the Resolution and defer to the 

Finance Committee, Councilmember McNamara seconded the motion.  

 

RESOLUTION 

R20-74 

 

2020 BUDGET AMENDMENT TO PROVIDE COVID-19 HAZARD PAY TO 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie community has endured illness and risk of illness due to the 

COVID-19 crisis; and 

 

WHEREAS, the essential workers of the Department of Public Works selflessly placed themselves 

and their families at risk of illness to report to work and ensure sanitation, facilities maintenance and 

other vital services were done to support the health and safety of the residents of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is grateful to the employees of the Department of Public Works 

for their dedication and service; and  

 

WHEREAS, the adopted 2020 budget for the City of Poughkeepsie indicates there are 70 employees 

within the Department of Public Works; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council desires to provide a one-time hazard pay bonus of $500 to each 

employee of the Department of Public Works; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this resolution 

constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality review Act and 

6 NYCRR Part 617; and 

 

Now, Therefore, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

Action Budget Line Description Amount 

Increase  

 

 

01-03 2660  

  

Sale of Real Property  

 

 

$37,695  

 

Increase 01-08 7103  Salaries - CSEA $35,000 
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Increase 01-08 7803 FICA 2187.50 

Increase 01-08 7803.M Medicare 507.50 

  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER  

 

 
R20-74 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print. 

 

 
R20-69 

             Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Menist to receive and print. 

 

 

 
R20-73 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 
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R20-70 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 
R20-71 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

6. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print.  

 

 
R20-72 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print. 

 
X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

1. FROM  
 

 

 

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 
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X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Cherry to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:47 p.m. 

 

Dated:  

  

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting held 

on Monday, August 31, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 


