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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, October 5, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS Open 

Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council the 

date is Monday, October 5, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, State, 

and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council will 

not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council meetings (including 

public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS Open Meetings 

Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, will be 

able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that was posted 

with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later date and 

available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people of 

the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, means 

‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- All Present  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

NONE 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 

printed agenda.  
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 ADD:  

 

VII: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

3. Resolution R20-82, overriding the Mayoral Veto of R20-78.  

 

4. Resolution R20-83, approving the 2020 Adjusted Base Proportion.  

 

REMOVE:  

 

VII: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 2. Resolution R20-80, approving an appointment to the Board of Assessment  

                (BAR). 

 

  IX: PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. FROM CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE SCHOOL DISTRICT, SUPERINTENDENT 

ROSSER, a communication on the Poughkeepsie School District Capital Plan.  

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

1. Joe Bonura  

2. Tyler Jones  

3. Michelle Squires 

4. Joan Mandle 

5. Kris Pisciotta-19 Glenwood Ave  

6. Laurie Sandow-South Grand Avenue  
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7. Kevin Fulmer 

8. Matthew Carroll  
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9. Sven Thiesen-57 Cannon Street  

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chair Salem: The proposed 2021-2025 Capital Plan that was due to us this summer on July 1, was 

received by the Council on September 16. We now have sixty days to review, modify, and adopt 

the 2021-2025 Capital Plan, and as a part of this process, we will hold a special meeting on 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020, at 6:30 pm.  

 

The Capital Improvement Plan defines projects and initiatives for the five-year period of 2021-

2025 and acts as a blueprint for planning our city’s capital expenditures. We’re looking forward to 

hearing more about the draft that was sent to us last week at our special meeting. Zoom 

registration and more information are now available on our website, 

cityofpoughkeepsie.com/common-counil. 

 

We will be conducting budget hearings on the proposed 2021 budget, which is due to the Common 

Council by October 15, 2020. After we receive the proposed budget, we will take time to review it 

and we have invited the Mayor’s office to present the draft with narration at a Public Hearing on 

Monday, November 9, 2020, at 6 pm. Following the initial budget hearing, the budget will go into 

the Finance Committee for a more detailed review, and the Council will convene to make 

modifications and to balance the budget before it is adopted by December 31st. More information 

and Zoom registration also available at cityofpoughkeepsie.com/common-counil. 

 

On Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2020, we all have the opportunity to vote for the Poughkeepsie City School 

District’s proposed Capital Improvement Project. Tune in to the School Board meeting this 

Wednesday, October 7 at 7 pm to learn more about the project from Superintendent Rosser, who 

will be making a presentation on the plan to the School Board. More information on how to watch 

at poughkeepsieschools.org. 

 

There’s more time to complete the census, now through the end of October. head on over to 

https://my2020census.gov/ to get it done.  

Make a voting plan. Vote by mail- request a mail-in ballot by October 27. Vote early- early voting 

in NYS Starts on October 24 and runs through November 1. Vote on election day, November 3- 

check  
 

VI. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

NONE 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember l. 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION TO RESCIND RESOLUTION R-10-41, AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF 
THE DELAVAL PARCEL TO THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY 
 

http://cityofpoughkeepsie.com/common-counil?fbclid=IwAR0or4HmhEUh9aiFM6_lxid-5apNNFiLawGDwsP6g4gosNJ3-L6GbaueqKQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcityofpoughkeepsie.com%2Fcommon-counil%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Ws_MBXn-X9UhT43XLqs7_YVZ9UU9MqsHwZkwfaKEjRTdjcVpiXxNx9Fw&h=AT0Gpc5dHGrKBbDfgKRCUY8cLhYo8lGru_B0YeKI1Mhx23yHJPWn-k4HMz9W42y3eI85JYKyKl63lps-OWikG7hr0sZ1BsAqQPW3FBehDUR5Ts63z1u8y2R8AN9rSJGd&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1MO3fs62CL-PAYQsNQCPCxzNm3_Q5jeJNy90oTQNmqJ_SCV00qjOduXdU-owox0tIJSHKFvvRKyUSUjfCs-0DqcRRrlgO6Y6SvGQN9m8Md_OG9JMmagKsaaZxz0K6vQp5802rJYr2YYI1-a6bUtrel8p0wwf40SXFRJXCcRx96hAVazHIM7YoToVNajBooArsZcC4-a0Rkw3z81A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fpoughkeepsieschools.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3J-k7qmckvnHcOrguzZ54Myk72ZLDT_YCPBpBi1JwaxAnvVln8G_VGKpw&h=AT3LTniRlayvhFwiwsTcr5qRGzoS07JjGs3ANuD3H_9fMFk6cWc0d6YKesH2-j73F422Pu8TxXHNzFGyLrFokjB7qzC0wlty7WB2_d3n3s6b0fAxArLC1mJr2BkXs85f&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1MO3fs62CL-PAYQsNQCPCxzNm3_Q5jeJNy90oTQNmqJ_SCV00qjOduXdU-owox0tIJSHKFvvRKyUSUjfCs-0DqcRRrlgO6Y6SvGQN9m8Md_OG9JMmagKsaaZxz0K6vQp5802rJYr2YYI1-a6bUtrel8p0wwf40SXFRJXCcRx96hAVazHIM7YoToVNajBooArsZcC4-a0Rkw3z81A
https://my2020census.gov/?fbclid=IwAR2WWjby0tcyofD152En4x5dut2zZFIaXPd5mKp3h1ep78oV5B4Y9t_8gck
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(R20-79)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST AND SPONSORED BY CHAIR SALEM, VICE-
CHAIR BRANNEN, MAJORITY LEADER JOHNSON, COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY, AND 
COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON: 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel of land known as the “DeLaval parcel” consists of 13.4 acres with nearly a 
half-mile of frontage on the Hudson River waterfront in the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

WHEREAS, the DeLaval parcel is the last remaining undeveloped City-owned land on its 
riverfront; and  

WHEREAS, the City acquired the DeLaval parcel in 1968 after it had been used by industry for 
many years; and 

WHEREAS, the DeLaval parcel was contaminated from the years of industrial use; and  

WHEREAS, the City utilized state parkland funds to acquire the DeLaval parcel; and  

WHEREAS, for many years the City has desired to redevelop the DeLaval parcel for it’s most 
socially beneficial and productive use; and  

WHEREAS, on or about June 25, 2001, the City released a Request for Proposals for the 
redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel and an adjacent parcel known as the PURA-14 parcel; and 

WHEREAS, on or about September 10, 2001, by resolution R-01-113 the City of Poughkeepsie 
Common Council designated Joseph Bonura (hereinafter, along with all related companies, 
“Developer”) as the developer for the DeLaval and PURA-14 parcels; and  

WHEREAS, the redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel and neighboring parcels (jointly called as 
the “Southern Waterfront Redevelopment Project”) is a Type I action under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA,” ECL Article 8); and 

WHEREAS, on or about March 1, 2004, the Common Council, as SEQRA lead agency, issued a 
Statement of Findings for the Southern Waterfront Redevelopment Project; and  

WHEREAS, in or about July 2005 the Common Council issued a supplemental Statement of 
Findings under SEQRA for the Southern Waterfront Redevelopment Project; and  

WHEREAS, on or about March 29, 2004, the Developer and the City of Poughkeepsie Industrial 
Development Agency (“IDA”) executed a Payment In Lieu of Tax (“PILOT”) agreement on the 
DeLaval parcel; and  

WHEREAS, on or about March 1, 2007, the City executed a Site Development Agreement with 
the Developer, among other things authorizing the Developer to enter onto the DeLaval site for 
the purposes of installing the utilities to serve the proposed development and the cap and 
grading to finalize remediation of site contamination; and  



                   Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of October 5, 2020 

7 

WHEREAS, on or about May 18, 2009, the IDA approved a new PILOT to apply to the 
Developer’s prospective tenancy on the DeLaval parcel, but the new PILOT was not executed by 
the parties; and 

WHEREAS, on or about March 1, 2010, by resolution R-10-41 the City Common Council 
authorized the conveyance of most of the DeLaval parcel (the “Conveyance”) to the City 
Industrial Development Agency (“IDA”) for eventual lease to the Developer to provide for the 
Developer’s proposed project; and 

WHEREAS, on or about September 30, 2010, the City entered into a License Agreement with 
the Developer further authorizing the Developer to enter into the DeLaval site to install utilities 
and cap the site, and further specifying the terms of such work and related development 
activities, and contemplating that the Developer would enter into a lease upon DEC approval or 
remediation work; and  

WHEREAS, on or about October 24, 2013, after completion of remediation work, the City 
granted the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) an 
Environmental Easement restricting the use of the DeLaval site based on the extent and 
protectiveness of the cleanup under DEC regulations; and  

WHEREAS, on or about November 4, 2013, DEC accepted the City’s grant of said Environmental 
Easement; and  

WHEREAS, on or about January 24, 2014, DEC issued a Certificate of Completion officially 
recognizing the successful completion of the remediation work on the DeLaval site, and further 
requiring future uses of the site to comply with the restrictions in the Environmental Easement; 
and  

WHEREAS, four years later, on or about February 20, 2018, the Developer submitted to the City 
an Environmental Assessment Form proposing a modification to the proposed DeLaval site 
project that would for the first time include substantial residential development, 50 market-
rate apartments; and  

WHEREAS, in subsequent communications, the Developer has indicated that it would 
nevertheless proceed with the originally conceived project, without the residential 
development; and 

WHEREAS, on or about August 15, 2018, the Developer wrote to the Mayor to demand the lease 
for the conveyed land pursuant to the License Agreement; and  

WHEREAS, on or about December 14, 2018, and February 19, 2019, the City Administrator 
wrote to inform the Developer that the City would put an executed deed to the Conveyance in 
escrow and that the transfer would be effected upon the Developer’s negotiation of an updated 
PILOT with the IDA “which considers the current economic, social and political realities – rather 
than merely the hopes and unfulfilled plans of years long-past”; and 

WHEREAS, to the best of the Common Council’s knowledge after diligent review, the Developer 
has not undertaken negotiations with the IDA on a PILOT for its prospective tenancy on the 
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DeLaval parcel or taken any further action to permit the redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is concerned about the lack of progress on the DeLaval site 
since the completion of remediation in 2013, and with the public detriment of this City land 
remaining unused and unavailable to City residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has carefully reviewed the changes in circumstances 
surrounding the project since the aforementioned events, including the lapse of time and the 
prospective environmental impacts of either allowing further delay or adopting the instant 
resolution and evaluated the same under the criteria for significance in the SEQRA regulations;  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby makes and determines the following 
findings of fact: 

1. The DeLaval parcel remains the last undeveloped public land on the City riverfront.  

2. The failure of the redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel to have progressed since the DEC 
approval of the site remediation constitutes significant delay, which is a substantial 
detriment to the City of Poughkeepsie and the residents of the City and Dutchess County. 

3. This delay deprives residents of the City and Dutchess County of the opportunity to use 
the public riverfront amenities contemplated in the Developer’s commitments and 
proposals to the City and deprives the City of the opportunity for revenue as described in 
the 2004 Statement of Findings. 

4. The current lack of progress evince little or no prospect of redevelopment of the DeLaval 
parcel in the foreseeable future, and therefore the substantial likelihood of further 
significant delay in realizing any such project.    

5. The proposed project includes development of vital public riverfront improvements, for 
which state funding has been awarded, but installation of the promenade and other 
amenities has been impeded by the Developer’s delays, resulting in the public being 
deprived of its use of the waterfront.   

6. Although the instant resolution does not replace the Developer as the preferred 
developer, if the City ultimately does not move forward with the Developer’s proposed 
use of the DeLaval site, the withdrawal of that use will not cause any significant adverse 
environmental impacts that would require the preparation of a second supplemental 
environmental impact statement under the SEQRA regulations.   

7. In consideration of the foregoing, adoption of the instant Resolution is expected to 
facilitate and accelerate the redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel for the benefit of the 
City and the public; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution R-10-41 is hereby rescinded effective November 
19, 2020, or 45 days after the adoption of the instant Resolution; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the rescission of Resolution R-10-41 is without prejudice to 
any prospective action to redevelop the DeLaval parcel that would yield commensurate or 
greater recreational, fiscal, economic, scenic, and health benefit to the City and its residents, 
including without limitation any further proposal by the Developer or any alternate developer, 
or without any private developer, to redevelop the DeLaval parcel for the benefit of the City and 
its residents; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall rescind this Resolution and 
reauthorize the Conveyance to the IDA for lease to the Developer, should the Developer agree 
on a PILOT agreement with the IDA for its proposed redevelopment of the DeLaval parcel, and 
submit an application for site plan approval for such redevelopment to the City Planning Board 
before the effective date of the rescission of Resolution R-10-41 as provided hereinabove.   

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 
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R20-79 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember l. 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION TO OVERRIDE MAYORAL VETO OF R20-78 

 

 (R20-82) 

 

SPONSORED BY CHAIR SALEM, VICE-CHAIR BRANNEN, MAJORITY LEADER 

LORRAINE JOHNSON, COUNCILMEMBER MENIST, COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY, 

AND COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON: 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council appropriated funds in the 2020 Common Council budget for 

professional services; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about September 1, 2020, the Common Council passed Resolution No. R20-78 

and also moved to approve the retention of Lamb & Barnosky, LLP to serve as professional counsel 

to the Common Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, R20-78 also approved and moved the appropriation of funds from the 2020 Common 

Council budget for the professional services to be provided by Lamb & Barnosky, LLP as 

professional counsel, and sufficient funds are included in the Common Council budget for this 

purpose; and  

 

WHEREAS, on or about October 1, 2020, Mayor Robert G. Rolison vetoed Resolution No. R20-78; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council holds the authority under New York State law, the City of 

Poughkeepsie charter and administrative code to secure professional services for the conduct of its 

business; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the City of Poughkeepsie Charter is to “secure maximum self-

government for the people of the City of Poughkeepsie through the exercise of the home rule powers 

granted by the constitution of the state of New York and the municipal home rule law of the state of 

New York, and to establish an efficient and responsible city government through the separation of 

legislative and executive powers and functions”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the separation of powers doctrine informing the City of Poughkeepsie charter and form 

of government supports the exchange of ideas and dialogue in municipal government to support a 

healthy democracy in the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, as noted in the preamble to the City of Poughkeepsie Charter, the Charter specifies and 

emphasizes that the Common Council, as representatives of the people of the City, has explicit 

oversight powers and supervisory authority over the performance of the executive branch in the 

administration of the operations of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Corporation Counsel simultaneously serves as the legal advisor to both the 

executive branch (Mayor) and the legislative branch (Common Council) of the City; and  
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WHEREAS, the Common Council needs its own counsel in instances where there are perceived or 

actual conflicts between the two branches, and/or the Council seeks an independent assessment of the 

objectivity of the Corporation Counsel’s advice given the Corporation Counsel’s simultaneous 

service of these two independent branches; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order for the Common Council to carry outs its oversight and supervisory role over 

the performance of the executive branch in the administration of the operations of the City, to secure 

maximum self-government for the people of the City of Poughkeepsie and to carry out the separation 

of powers in, among other things, the enactment of ordinances, local laws and resolutions, the 

Councilmember at-Large has recommended to the Common Council that it appoint professional legal 

counsel to provide the Common Council with an independent assessment of its rights, obligations and 

privileges relative to the executive branch. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby overrides the mayoral veto of R20-78, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council finds the mayor does not have the 

authority to veto administrative or other non-legislative actions taken by the legislature for its 

functioning as a separate branch of government. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN: 

 
R20-82 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember L.  

    Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R 20-83) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached certificates of Base Percentages, Current Percentage, Base 

Proportions and Certificate of Adjusted Base Proportions for the levy of taxes on the 2020 

Assessment roll are hereby approved in accordance with Article 19 of the Real Property Tax Law.    

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  
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R20-83 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE SCHOOL DISTRICT, SUPERINTENDENT 

ROSSER, a communication on the Poughkeepsie School District Capital Plan. Removed 

 

2. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR NELSON, a communication on the proposed 

property sale of city owned property located at 16 Bement Avenue to Habitat for 

Humanity.  
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3. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR NELSON AND COMMISSIONER OF 

FINANCE MARTINEZ, a communication regarding the 2020 Status Report, an update 

on the Proposed Sale of City owned Property at 28 Taylor Ave.., the 2021 Budget 

Outlook, and the NYS Tax Cap Override.  

 

4. FROM YARNI GUERRERO, a notice of personal injuries and property damage 

sustained on July 20, 2020. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

5. FROM RICHARD FENNER, a notice of claim. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by all Councilmembers to adjourn 

the meeting at 9:57 p.m.  

 

Dated: October 14, 2020 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, October 5, 2020  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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