
        
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, September 18, 2023 
Common Council Chambers  

 
6:00 p.m.  

Public Hearing: for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed introductory Local Law 
entitled, “Local Law to Override the Tax Levy Limit established in General Municipal Law §3-

c”. 
 

6:30 p.m. 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
 

Common Council Meeting – August 28, 2023 
Common Council Meeting – August 30, 2023 
Common Council Special Informational Meeting – September 5, 2023 
Common Council Meeting – September 5, 2023 

 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 
agenda.  

 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 
VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 
VII. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 
VIII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 

 
1. REPORT FROM THE SALARY REVIEW COMMISSION  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
IX. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 
1. R-23-65, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing on the Local Law Amending Chapter 

6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article I “Building Code” to Address Corporate Fines 
 

2. R-23-66, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing on the Local Law Amending Chapter 
6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article III “Plumbing Code”  

 



3. R-23-67, Resolution Appointing Angela DeFelice to the City of Poughkeepsie 
Land Bank Board  

 
4. R-23-68, Resolution Amending the 2023 Budget to Fund Fire Emergency 

Purchase and Repair  
 

 
X. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 
 
ACTION AGENDA: 
 

XI. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 

 
XII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 
1. First Read: O-23-XX, Ordinance Amending ‘No Parking Monday’ on Charles St.  

 
2. First Read: O-23-XX, Ordinance Regarding Charles St. Handicap Amendment 

 
3. First Read: O-23-XX, Ordinance Amending the North Bridge St. Loading Zone 

 
4. First Read: O-23-XX, Ordinance Amending the Spruce St. Permit Parking  

 
 

XIII. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

1. FROM JAVON HUNTER, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 31, 
2023. 
 

2. FROM JADA JAMES, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 31, 2023. 
 

3. FROM KEOSHA SMITH, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 31, 
2023. 
 

4. FROM ELVER MALDONADO, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 
31, 2023. 
 

5. FROM WANDA STREIT, a notice of property damage sustained on August 28, 
2023. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:  
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RESOLUTION 
(R23-65) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING 

AND UTILITY CODES,” ARTICLE I “BUILDING CODE” TO ADDRESS 
CORPORATE FINES 

 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “LOCAL LAW AMENDING 

CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING AND UTILITY CODES,” ARTICLE I “BUILDING CODE” TO ADDRESS 

CORPORATE FINES” be and hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of 

Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Monday, October 2, 2023 at 6:15 pm 

in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, 

New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



(LL 23-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING AND UTILITY CODES,” 
ARTICLE I “BUILDING CODE” TO ADDRESS CORPORATE FINES 

 
SPONSOR:   
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 
 
SECTION 1:  City Code Chapter 6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article I “Building Code,” 
Division I “Building Code” Section 6-11 is amended to read as follows:  
 
Section 6-11. Penalties. 
Any person, firm, corporation, association or entity violating any of the provisions of this 
Building Code or of the Uniform Code adopted in Section 6-3 shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding $1,000 and, for a continuation of such violation, to an additional penalty not exceeding 
$10 per day.  For the purposes of section 80.10 of the penal law, this shall constitute a special 
corporate fine.   
 
 
 
SECTION 2:  City Code Chapter 6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article I “Building Code,” 
Division II “Administration of Building Code” Section 6-39(o) is amended to read as follows:  
 
(o) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association or entity violating the provisions of 
this section shall be subject to a penalty of $300 per day, per property, for the following violations, 
which shall constitute distinct and separately chargeable violations.  For the purposes of section 
80.10 of the penal law, this shall constitute a special corporate fine.   

(1) Failure to register a property as required in Section 6-39(c). The first date on which a 
penalty for failure to register may be imposed is the latter of the following: 

a. The 11th day after the owner is provided with written notice of the existence of a vacant 
property; or  

b. The 11th day after the initiation of foreclosure proceedings.; or 
c. The 11th day after the effective date of this section. 

(2)  Failure to provide a cash bond as required in Section 6-39(j). The first date on which a 
penalty for failure to provide a cash bond may be imposed is the latter of the following: 

https://ecode360.com/27006455#27006455
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a. The 21st day after the owner is provided with written notice of the existence of a vacant 
property; or  

b. The 21st day after the initiation of foreclosure proceedings.; or  
c. The 21st day after the effective date of this section. 

(3) Failure to replenish a cash bond that the Building Inspector has drawn down pursuant to 
Section 6-39(m). The first date on which a penalty for failure to provide a cash bond may be 
imposed is the 11th day after the Building Inspector notifies the owner of the obligation to 
replenish the bond to the minimum of $10,000. 
(4) Failure to provide proof of liability insurance as required in Section 6-39(k). The first date 
on which a penalty for failure to provide a cash bond may be imposed is the latter of the 
following: 

a. The 21st day after the owner is provided with written notice of the existence of a vacant 
property; or  

b. The 21st day after the initiation of foreclosure proceedings.; or  
c. The 21st day after the effective date of this section. 

(5) Failure to rectify violations of Section 6-39(g). An owner who fails to remedy violations of 
Section 6-39(g) within 10 days of the date of a citation issued pursuant to Section 6-39(h) shall be 
subject to civil penalties as set forth in Sections 6-11 and 6-12 for each day the violation is 
unremedied or until the Building Inspector exercises his or her authority under Section 6-39(m) to 
take necessary steps to ensure the property is properly maintained pursuant to Section 6-39(g). 
 
SECTION 3. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 
Secretary of State.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 
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RESOLUTION 
(R-23-66) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING 

AND UTILITY CODES,” ARTICLE III “PLUMBING CODE”  
 
 

 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN___________________________________ : 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “LOCAL LAW AMENDING 

CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING AND UTILITY CODES,” ARTICLE III “PLUMBING CODE” be and hereby 

is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess 

and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Monday, October 2, 2023 at 6:00 pm 

in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, 

New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 
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(LL 23-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 6 “BUILDING AND UTILITY CODES,” 
ARTICLE III “PLUMBING CODE”  

 
SPONSOR:   
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 
 
SECTION 1:  City Code Chapter 6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article III, “Plumbing Code,” 
Division 3 “Administration of Plumbing Standards of New York State Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code” shall be amended to read as follows:  
 
Section 6-138. Scope of Division 
This division applies to the administration and enforcement of the plumbing and heating equipment 
standards of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
 
Section 6-139.  Plumbing and heating work affected. 
(a) All plumbing work, both public and private, in the City shall be performed pursuant to the 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code and shall come under the provisions of this article. 
The Plumbing Board and the Plumbing Building Inspector shall have jurisdiction over all the 
plumbing work performed within the building line of any building in the City of Poughkeepsie 
pursuant to the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code applicable to plumbing. The City 
Engineer shall have jurisdiction over all laterals and water and sewer services from the building 
line to and including the connection with the City sewer and water system. 
 
(b) All gas and oil heat-producing equipment installed in the City of Poughkeepsie, both new and 
replacement, shall come under the provisions of this article. The Plumbing Building Inspector 
shall have jurisdiction over all oil or gas heat-producing equipment and all fuel piping of such 
equipment. 
 
 
Section 6-140.  Previous rules. 
Work in progress on the effective date of this article and work for which the plans have heretofore 
been approved are excepted from the provisions of this article and shall be performed in 
accordance with the Plumbing Code, local laws, rules and regulations and ordinances in force and 
effect prior to the effective date of this article. 
 
Section 6-141. Qualifications of Plumbing Inspector. 

https://ecode360.com/27006697#27006697
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The Plumbing Inspector shall meet the qualification of the Building Inspector as defined in 
Section 6-19 of this chapter. RESERVED 
 
Section 6-142. Duties and powers of Plumbing Building Inspector. 
(a) Administration and enforcement. Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, ordinance 
or regulation or except as herein otherwise provided, the Plumbing Building Inspector shall 
administer and enforce all of the provisions of laws, ordinances and regulations applicable to all 
plumbing and drainage work and heating equipment installations in the City, but shall not issue a 
permit until a building permit is first obtained from the Building Inspector on any new construction 
or alteration exceeding $2,000 for plumbing or drainage work, unless for modifications of floors, 
walls, or ceilings or creating a new space. 

(1) No building permit is required to be submitted for replacement of existing boilers or 
furnaces, or near boiler piping. 
(2) A building permit is required when new heating systems are installed, or there are 
modifications of floors, walls, ceilings, or creating a new space, or if a new chimney is 
installed. 
 

(b) Permits; certificates; fees. (S)he The Building Inspector shall issue all permits for plumbing, 
drainage or heating work and certificates of approval and charge the fees as established by the 
Plumbing Board or Building Inspector Common Council.   
 
(c) Revocation of permit or certificate. (S)he The Building Inspector may revoke a permit or 
certificate of approval if there is a violation of any provision of this article or any false statement 
or misrepresentation in the application, plans or specifications. 
 
(d) Inspection, approval of work. (S)he The Building Inspector shall inspect the construction and 
alteration of all plumbing and heating work performed in the City pursuant to the Uniform Fire 
Prevention and Building Code applicable to plumbing and heating. (S)he shall inspect the 
installation or replacement of all gas and oil heating equipment, including gas piping. No 
connections shall be made to water within his or her jurisdiction. (S)he shall inspect all water 
meters and reading devices to determine compliance with the applicable sections of this Code of 
Ordinances. No certificate of occupancy shall be granted by the Building Inspector until final 
inspection and approval of the plumbing and/or heating work and water meters and reading devices 
by the Plumbing Building Inspector. Application for final inspection must be made by the plumber 
or permit holder within 10 days after the plumbing or heating work has been completed. (S)he will 
inspect, at the request of the Commissioner of Public Works or City Engineer, waste water and 
storm drainage laterals to determine compliance with applicable sections of Chapter 14 1/2 of this 
Code and construction standards established by the City Engineer. The Plumbing Building 

https://ecode360.com/27006700#27006702
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Inspector shall make a monthly report, in writing, to the City Administrator and the Plumbing 
Board, for plumbing work, of his or her inspections and the results thereof. 
 
(e) Issuance of notices or orders. (S)he The Building Inspector shall issue appropriate notices or 
orders to correct unsanitary or defective conditions, to remove illegal or unsafe conditions, to 
require the necessary safeguards during construction and to ensure compliance during the entire 
course of construction with the requirements of such laws, ordinances or regulations. 
 
Section 6-143. Department records and reports. 
The Plumbing Building Inspector shall keep permanent official records of all transactions and 
activities conducted by him, including all applications received, permits and certificates issued, 
fees charged and collected, inspection reports and notices and orders issued. All such records shall 
be public records open for public inspection during business hours pursuant to the Freedom of 
Information Law. 
 
Section 6-144. Duties of other departments. 
(a)  Wherever the Building Inspector is required to issue a permit for any building construction or 
for the alteration, repair or replacement of any building or parts thereof, the Building Inspector or 
his or her duly appointed subordinate shall see that the plumbing, drainage and heating details are 
set forth on all plans and specifications to be submitted to the Building Inspector prior to the 
issuance of the building permit. For all work which requires a building permit, the fees, as set forth 
in Section 6-26, shall be paid by the building contractor or owner before the plumbing or heating 
permit is issued by the Plumbing Building Inspector. 
 
(b) The City Engineer shall not issue a permit to anyone to connect with the sewers or with the 
water mains unless such person has obtained and shall produce a certificate of competency from 
the Plumbing Board or a special permit from the Plumbing Building Inspector or is a qualified 
infrastructure contractor, as defined in Section 6-158(d) of the City Code, . 
 
Section 6-145. Permits. 
(a) Plumbing work. Before any plumbing work requiring authorization according to the provisions 
of this article shall be started, a permit shall be obtained from the Plumbing Building Inspector, 
except that no such permit shall be required for repairs involving only the working parts of a faucet 
or valve, the clearance of stoppages or stopping of leaks or the replacement of a defective faucet 
or valve. This permit shall be obtained by the master plumber who or whose firm has been 
employed to do the plumbing work or by a homeowner as provided in Subsection (b) below. 
 
(b) Homeowner's plumbing permit. The owner of a one- or two-family owner-occupied dwelling 
used exclusively for residential purposes may obtain a permit to perform plumbing work as 
provided in this subsection. To obtain a permit a homeowner must satisfactorily pass a plumbing 

https://ecode360.com/27006709#27006709
https://ecode360.com/27006700#27006710
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examination created by the Plumbing Board Building Inspector pursuant to the guidelines as set 
forth in Section 6-136(b) of this chapter. This examination shall be required only for the first 
permit applied for by a homeowner and not thereafter. A homeowner will be limited, under this 
permit, to plumbing performed within building lines only. No work under the homeowner's 
plumbing permit shall be performed on sanitary sewers, water service lines, water meters or gas 
piping or on any public right-of-way or within any City street. As a condition to a permit being 
issued for plumbing work performed by a homeowner, the homeowner must certify to the 
Plumbing Building Inspector that he/she will comply with New York State law. 
 
(c) Septic tanks or cesspools. Special permission must be obtained from Dutchess County Board 
of Health and the Superintendent of Public Works for the installation of septic tanks or cesspools 
before a permit can be issued by the Plumbing Building Inspector. Septic tanks and cesspools not 
otherwise provided for by this article shall be in accordance with Bulletin No. 1, New York State 
Department of Health.  
 
(d) Heating equipment. Before any heating work requiring authorization according to the 
provisions of this article shall be started, a heating permit shall be obtained from the Plumbing 
Building Inspector, except that no such heating permits shall be required for heating repairs 
involving the working parts of a control or parts in the heating system, the installation of baseboard 
heat radiators, convectors and interconnecting piping, except for connection of water and heat 
piping to the heating equipment, and the repair and servicing of oil and gas heat-producing 
equipment. No heating permit shall be required for the installation of water heaters, except for 
installation of gas or oil piping and flue piping. However, a plumbing permit shall be required for 
the connection of the water heater to the potable water system. Any gas or oil heat-producing 
equipment installation or replacement shall require a heating permit. This permit shall be obtained 
by a heating contractor, licensed to do work pursuant to Section 6-179 of this chapter, who or 
whose firm has been employed to do the heating work. Oil and gas installation shall be conducted 
in accordance with the standards of the National Fire Prevention Association and the standards of 
the New York State Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
 
(e) Water connections. Before any water connection on heat producing equipment is performed, a 
water connection permit shall be obtained from the Plumbing Building Inspector. This permit shall 
be obtained by a person or firm who is licensed to install heat-producing equipment pursuant to 
Section 6-179 of this chapter and who has been issued a special permit limited to water 
connections to heat producing equipment pursuant to Section 6-176 of this chapter. 
 
(f) Penalty. Any person, business, partnership or corporation who violates any provisions of this 
section shall be liable for a penalty of $250500 per day of violation or imprisonment not exceeding 

https://ecode360.com/27006686#27006686
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six months. For the purposes of section 80.10 of the penal law, this shall constitute a special 
corporate fine.   
 
Section 6-146. Issuance of permits. 
(a) Permits for plumbing work shall be issued by a Plumbing Building Inspector to licensed and 
registered master plumbers and to any person now authorized under Section 6-145 to perform 
plumbing work in one- and two-family dwellings as set forth in that section. 
 
(b) Permits for installing new or replacement oil or gas heat-producing equipment shall be issued 
by the Plumbing Building Inspector. Said permit shall be issued to individuals or firms licensed 
to make such installation by the Plumbing Building Inspector, pursuant to Section 6-179 of this 
chapter and to any person now authorized under Section 6-145 to perform said work. All licenses 
that have been issued by the Chief of the Fire Department shall be valid until the expiration thereof. 
 
(c) Special permits for plumbing work may be issued by the Plumbing Building Inspector to any 
person holding a master plumber's license issued by a municipality of the State of New York, 
which has adopted the standards of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building 
Code applicable to plumbing to perform a specific job of plumbing work in the City of 
Poughkeepsie. Such permit may be granted without examination, upon application to the Plumbing 
Building Inspector and upon the payment of a fee of $350 for each job. Such permit, and the work 
performed thereunder, shall be subject to the other provisions of this Code and shall expire when 
the specified job is completed. Limit of three permits per calendar year. 
 
(d) Special permits shall be issued by the Plumbing Building Inspector, limited to water 
connections to heat-producing equipment, to persons or firms who have a license to install heat-
producing equipment in the city as provided for in Sections 6-176 and 6-179 of this chapter. 
 
Section 6-147. Plans covering work. 
(a) No permit shall be issued until specifications and plans showing necessary details of all water 
pipe, sewer pipe, plumbing fixtures, heating equipment and necessary heating piping have been 
submitted to the Plumbing Building Inspector by the plumbing contractor, heating contractor, 
architect, engineer or owner, and these plans have been approved and signed by the Plumbing 
Building Inspector. 
 
(b) If the plans indicate that any provisions of this article are not being complied with, they shall 
be rejected and no permit issued until they have been revised to comply with this article. 
(c) If in the course of the work it is found necessary to make any change from the approved plans, 
specifications or work, revised plans and specifications shall be submitted and a supplementary 
permit shall be issued to cover the change before any part of the change is commenced. 
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Section 6-148. Fees. 
A fee schedule shall be established by resolution of the Common Council of this City. Such fee 
schedule may thereafter be amended from time to time by like resolution. The fees set forth in, or 
determined in accordance with, such fee schedule or amended fee schedule shall be charged and 
collected for the issuance of all permits and/or certificates issued by the Department of 
Development pursuant to the administration of the Plumbing Code and the administration of 
plumbing standards of New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
 
Section 6-149. Correction of faulty conditions. 
Upon receipt of written notice from the Plumbing Building Inspector, the owner or lessee of real 
property shall be required to correct, within three days, any and all unsanitary or defective 
conditions which are likely to have an immediate detrimental effect upon the public health. He 
shall also correct, upon proper notice and within the time specified by the Plumbing Building 
Inspector, other unsanitary or defective conditions which may over a period of time have an 
immediate detrimental effect upon public health. Any person, business, partnership or corporation 
who violates this section shall be liable for a penalty of $100 and, for a continuation of such 
violation, to an additional penalty of $10 per day or imprisonment of nor more than six months. 
 
Section 6-150. Right to inspect. 
The Plumbing Building Inspector or his/her subordinate or representative shall have the right to 
inspect any plumbing or heating system at such time as may be deemed necessary to protect the 
public health from an immediate danger. All other inspections shall be made at a reasonable time, 
in accordance with Section 6-29. 
 
Section 6-151. Certificate of approval. 
Upon the satisfactory completion and final inspection of the plumbing or heating system, a 
certificate of approval shall be issued by the Plumbing Building Inspector to the owner. 
 
Section 6-152. Appeal to Plumbing Board. 
Any master plumber or owner of real property upon which plumbing work pursuant to this Code 
is being undertaken who shall feel aggrieved by any action or ruling of the Plumbing Building 
Inspector in connection with plumbing work may appeal said action or ruling to the Plumbing 
Board. Said appeal shall be in writing and shall be made in accordance with the procedures to be 
prescribed by the Plumbing Board. The decision of the Plumbing Board on such appeal shall be 
final. 
 
Section 6-153. Water meters, master pits and bypasses; penalties for offenses. 
(a) Water meters. All water meters must be procured from the City of Poughkeepsie and shall be 
the property of the City of Poughkeepsie. All meters shall be installed at the expense of the property 
owner in such location, position and manner as to be readily accessible for reading and repair and 
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kept free from obstruction and shall be fully protected from freezing and damage at the property 
owner's expense. Remote reading devices may be installed by the city at locations on the outside 
surfaces of buildings, suitable to the city's building system, and may not be removed or damaged. 
Cables and/or wires connecting such devices with the meter shall be protected from damage by 
the property owner. A penalty of $100 will be imposed when a meter up to two inches or $200 for 
a meter larger than two inches is damaged by freezing or other negligence on the part of the 
property owner of the premises and/or when a remote reading cable and/or head is damaged by the 
property owner's negligence. Such penalty shall be in addition to the actual cost incurred by the 
city for the repair or replacement of the damaged meter. Said penalty and cost shall be charged 
against the land on which the building exists, as a municipal lien, or shall be added to the tax roll 
assessment or shall be levied as a special tax against the land upon which the building stands or 
shall be recovered in a suit at law against the owner. All meters, cables, remote reading heads and 
all other equipment accessory to the meters shall be under the exclusive control and be subject to 
inspection at all times by the Plumbing Building Inspector, City Water Department and/or other 
agents authorized by the City of Poughkeepsie. The Plumbing Building Inspector shall have the 
power and authority to cite any violations of this or any other chapter of the Code of Ordinances 
relative to water meters as authorized in Section 6-142 of this chapter. 
 
(b) Master pits. All underground meter pits and backflow preventor pits must be constructed to 
City of Poughkeepsie specifications. Copies can be obtained from the Engineering Department. 
Pits must be kept free of debris and garbage and accumulation of water. When any water meter 
two inches or less in size that is located in a pit must be replaced, the water meter must be raised 
at least 18 inches from ground level upon replacement. A violation of this section will result in a 
civil penalty or fine of $100 for each week the violation remains unabated. 
 
(c) Bypasses. Meters that are installed inside buildings cannot have a bypass. A violation of this 
section shall result in a civil penalty or fine of $100250. 
 
(d) Duty to disconnect the water supply and water meter ready devices. It shall be the duty of any 
owner, agent or operator of a building to disconnect or shut off the connection to the city water 
supply and remove the water meter and reading device and return said meter and device to the city 
within 10 days after such building has been vacated, if so directed by the Building Department. 
Where an order to vacate has been served on the owner, agent, operator or occupant of such 
building, as provided in Section 6-35, the notice may state that the owner, agent or operator shall 
make such disconnection and furnish such certificate within 10 days after vacation of the premises. 
If the provisions of this section are not complied with, the Plumbing Building Inspector may serve 
written notice upon the owner, agent or operator of such building to comply with the provisions of 
said section. Such written notice shall be sent by certified mail to such owner, agent or operator, 
or if such owner, agent or operator is unknown, such notice may be affixed to or posted upon said 
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building. Such notice shall require compliance with the provisions of this section within 48 hours 
after the date of mailing or posting of such notice as aforesaid. If the person upon whom such 
notice is served fails, neglects or refuses to disconnect or shut off the water supply and water meter 
from such premises within 48 hours after the date of mailing or posting of such notice, the 
Plumbing Building Inspector shall notify the Water Department to disconnect the water supply 
and water meter. The actual cost to the city of disconnecting the water supply and water meter, 
plus a sum equal to 5% of such cost for inspection and other additional costs in connection 
therewith, shall be certified by the Plumbing Building Inspector and the Water Department to the 
Commissioner of Finance. The amount thereof shall become a lien upon the property, and the total 
amount thereof shall be added to and become a part of the next annual assessment roll at the time 
and in the manner prescribed by the Charter and/or Code of Ordinances of the city and subject to 
all the provisions thereof. 
 
 
Section 6-154. Malfunction, testing and calibration of water meters. 
(a) All water passing through a meter will be charged for, whether used or wasted. Meters will be 
tested at the property owner's request if the city believes there are reasonable grounds to establish 
that the meter is functioning improperly. If the meter is found to be accurate, the owner shall bear 
the expense of the test. A meter may be tested for accuracy at the discretion of the City of 
Poughkeepsie. Should a meter of a size two inches or less be found to be inaccurate, the city shall 
replace the meter or bear the cost of repair. Should a meter of a size greater than two inches be 
found to be inaccurate, the property owner shall, upon written notification by the Plumbing 
Building Inspector, have said meter repaired or replaced within 15 days of such notice at the 
property owner's expense. Upon the failure of the owner to repair or replace the meter as ordered 
by the Plumbing Building Inspector, the city shall be authorized to repair or replace the meter. 
The actual cost for repair or replacement of the meter and a service charge of 25% of the actual 
cost of repair or replacement shall be certified by the Plumbing Building Inspector to the 
Commissioner of Finance and the amount thereof shall thereupon become a lien upon the property 
on which such meter is located and the total amount thereof shall be added to and become part of 
the next annual assessment roll at the time and in the manner prescribed by the Charter and/or 
Code of the city. In addition, failure to repair or replace the meter on a nonresidential property 
within 15 days shall result in the shutoff of the water to the property until the meter is repaired or 
replaced. In all cases the property owner must arrange for and bear the cost of installation of the 
meter. If a meter gets out of order and fails to register correctly, the owner will be charged the 
average daily consumption as shown by the meter when in accurate working condition under 
circumstances comparable to the time period being estimated. 
 
(b) Property owners with meter(s) of a size greater than two inches shall be required to provide the 
city access to have the meter(s) tested and calibrated from time to time, at the city's discretion. The 
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Plumbing Building Inspector shall make the necessary arrangements to have the meters tested and 
calibrated by an American Water Works Association (AWWA) certified company, which must 
provide written certification to the Plumbing Building Inspector within 30 days of the testing and 
calibration that the meter has been tested and calibrated and meets AWWA accuracy standards. 
Upon the failure of a property owner to provide the city access for said testing and calibration, the 
Plumbing Building Inspector shall refer the matter to the Corporation Counsel to obtain a court 
order allowing access for this purpose. 
 
Section 6-155. Interference with water meter; penalties for offenses. 
(a) No person shall interfere or tamper in any way with the meter or meter accessories or the valves 
and fittings connected thereto. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be subject 
to a civil penalty or fine of $100 for a water meter of two-inch size or less and $200 for a water 
meter larger than two inches.  
 
(b) Appropriate language, giving notice of the conduct prohibited by this section, shall be 
imprinted on all water bills in letters of the same size as the billing information. 
 
Section 6-156. Injury to water meter seals prohibited; penalties for offenses. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to willfully deface, mar, injure, disturb, break 
or destroy the seal of any water meter in the City of Poughkeepsie. Violation of this section shall 
be punishable by a civil penalty or fine of $100250 in the case of a meter of two inches or less and 
$200500 in the case of a meter of more than two inches.  
 
(b) Appropriate language, giving notice of the conduct prohibited by this section, shall be 
imprinted on all water bills in letters of the same size as the billing information. 
 
Section 6-157. Use of fire hydrants to bypass water meter prohibited; penalties for offenses. 
No person or persons are permitted to open any fire plug or hydrant to draw water so as to bypass 
the water meter of any premises receiving the benefit of the water except under the direction of or 
with authorization of the city. Any violation of this section shall result in a civil penalty or fine of 
$100 for each incident of such prohibited use. 
 
Section 6-157.1. Replacement of water meters; access to City; penalties for offenses. 
Effective from the date of passage of this section, the City, or agents of the City, shall replace all 
nonconforming water meters at its own expense. The City, or any agent of the City, shall be granted 
access to any building, dwelling or structure to replace all nonconforming water meters. Any 
property owner, or any employee or agent of any property owner, who fails to provide access to 
their property or otherwise interferes with the installation of new meters shall pay a surcharge of 
100% on all water billings until such time as the nonconforming water meter has been replaced, 
plus the cost of installation of the new meter. 
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Section 6-157.2 Backflow prevention 
 
(a) Purpose and intent: 

(1) Protect the public water supply served by the City of Poughkeepsie from the 
possibility of contamination or pollution which could backflow or back-siphon 
into the public water system. 

(2) Promote elimination or control of existing cross-connections, actual or potential, 
between its customer’s potable water system and non-potable systems. 

(3) Provide for the maintenance of a continuing program of cross-connection control 
which will effectively prevent the contamination or pollution of all potable water 
systems by cross-connection. 

 
(b) Backflow preventers must be installed on all service lines from the city’s water supply 
system in all commercial buildings, multiple family buildings and those one- and two-family 
residential buildings that may require such devices, whether they are occupied or vacant, as 
long as city water is being supplied to these properties. All fire lines must be protected by at 
least a double check valve. The make, model and type of device, which will depend on the 
degree of hazard, must be on the current listing of acceptable devices issued by New York 
State Department of Health and meet City of Poughkeepsie Building and Engineering 
Department specifications. 
 
(c) Unless otherwise specified, a backflow-prevention device(s) shall be installed at the official 
water meter on the user side of flow. 
 
(d) All backflow-prevention devices shall be furnished, installed, tested, protected and 
maintained by the property owner at his/her own expense. Installation and replacement of 
all backflow-prevention devices shall be done by an approved City of Poughkeepsie licensed 
plumber and a permit issued by the Building Inspector for said work. 
 
(e) If a required backflow device is not installed within 60 days of certified-mail notice to a 
property owner requiring it to install a required device, the delivery of water to the property 
may be discontinued by the City of Poughkeepsie Water System Operator. 
 
(f) After installation, all backflow-prevention devices shall be tested in place by a certified 
backflow-prevention-device tester and inspected by the Building Inspector or authorized 
representative. The tester's certification report shall be furnished to the City’s approved 
backflow device management company within 10 days after the test has been performed. A 
new service line will not be put into service before certification is received and approved by 
the Building Inspector, City Engineer and City of Poughkeepsie Water System Operator. 
 
(g) Yearly tests shall be performed on each RPZ and DCV backflow-prevention device by a 
certified backflow-prevention-device tester to ensure continued reliability. The tester's 
report shall be forwarded to the City’s approved Backflow device management company 
within 10 days after the test has been performed. 
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(h) Any backflow-prevention device which fails to function properly shall be repaired or 
replaced within 30 days or as directed by the Building Inspector, City Engineer and City of 
Poughkeepsie Water System Operator and tested after the repair or replacement by a 
certified backflow-prevention-device tester. The tester's written report shall be forwarded 
to the City’s approved Backflow device management company within 10 days after the test 
has been performed. 
 
(i) If a required recertification is not done within 30 days of certified-mail notice to do so, the 
water supply to the property may be discontinued by the City of Poughkeepsie Water System 
Operator. 
 
(j) If it is determined by the Building Inspector, City Engineer, City of Poughkeepsie Water 
System Operator, the Dutchess County Department of Health or the New York State 
Department of Health that the failure to install or maintain required backflow prevention 
presents an imminent public health hazard, water supply to the property may be 
immediately discontinued by the City of Poughkeepsie Water System Operator, which shall 
give notice thereof to the property owner as promptly as is practicable under the 
circumstances. 
 
(k) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association violating the provisions of this 
section shall be subject to penalties as per sections 6-11 and 6-12 of this chapter.  
 
(l) Procedure for serving notices. Notices required pursuant to this section shall be served in 
the following manner: 

(1)  Personally on any owner as defined in this section; 
(2)    Posting upon a conspicuous portion of the building in violation and sending a 
copy of the same by certified mail, return receipt requested to the property owner. 

 
 
 
SECTION 2:  City Code Chapter 6 “Building and Utility Codes,” Article III, “Plumbing Code,” 
Division 4 “Certification and Registration of Plumbers” shall be amended to read as follows:  
 
Section 6-158.  Certificate of competency and registration required; penalties for offenses. 
(a) No person may execute any plumbing work in the city without first obtaining from the 
Plumbing Board Building Inspector of the city a certificate of competency and registration as a 
licensed master plumber or a special permit from the Plumbing Building Inspector, pursuant to 
Section 6-146 of this Chapter; provided, however, that those persons now authorized to perform 
plumbing work in one- and two-family dwellings as set forth in Section 6-145 of this chapter shall 
not be subject to the requirements of this section and Sections 6-159 through 6-178 of this chapter. 
 
(b) No person, corporation, firm or partnership shall engage in or conduct the trade or business of 
plumbing as an employing or master plumber and in such capacity execute any plumbing work in 
the City without first obtaining from the Plumbing Board Building Inspector a certificate of 
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competency and registration as a master plumber. A corporation shall also be subject to the 
requirements in Section 6-177 of this chapter in order to so conduct business in the City.  
 
(c) There shall be two classifications of plumbing work that is performed within the City 
determined as follows: 

1. Master plumbing work. This work is for all interior piping found in buildings. Lines 
smaller than four inches in diameter will also qualify as plumbing in this class 
regardless of whether they are found inside or outside the building. Except for any 
exemptions noted in this chapter, this work must be performed by a master plumber 
as defined in this section. 
 

2. Infrastructure plumbing work. This work is for underground piping found on the 
exterior of the building of four-inch or larger water, or storm drain piping. This shall 
include underground main service piping structure and extension piping. This work 
shall not require a licensed plumber, but shall require a qualified infrastructure 
contractor as defined in this section. 

 
(d) To be a qualified infrastructure contractor, the following documents must be provided 
to the administrative authority: a statement detailing a minimum of five years' experience in 
either water pipe installation, sewer pipe installation or storm drain installation as applicable 
to the work to be performed under the infrastructure certification. Proof of laser 
certification for sewer installation, if applicable; and three letters of recommendation from 
previous customers, preferably for state or municipal work. Once the documents detailing 
qualification are on file with the administrative authority and accepted, an infrastructure 
certification of competency can be issued by the Building Inspector that is valid for the 
duration of the calendar year after payment of $500 and proof of workers' compensation 
insurance as required by New York State law and liability insurance in an amount not less 
than $1,000,000.  Should a contractor be unable to provide the documents required for 
qualification, he or she may appeal the decision to deny an infrastructure certification on 
this basis to the Commissioner of Public Works of the City of Poughkeepsie. The 
infrastructure contractor need not be a licensed plumber. 
 
(e) Duration, renewal. All infrastructure certifications of competency shall expire on the 31st 
day of December of the year in which they are issued and shall be renewed within 30 days 
preceding such expiration by application to the Building Inspector upon payment of a 
renewal fee of $250. Any lapse in renewal shall require payment of an administrative fee in 
an amount equal to the reapplication fee. The administrative fee shall be in addition to any 
reapplication fee.  
 

https://ecode360.com/27006781#27006781
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(c) (f) Any person, business, partnership or corporation, firm or partnership who violates any 
provision of this section shall be liable to a penalty of $500 per day of violation or imprisonment 
not exceeding six months.  For the purposes of section 80.10 of the penal law, this shall 
constitute a special corporate fine.   
 
Section 6-159. Application for examination. 
Any person who desires to procure a certificate of competency shall make written application for 
an examination therefor upon a form to be prescribed by the Plumbing Board Building Inspector 
and shall pay a nonrefundable examination fee of $250 at the time of filing such application. The 
applicant shall furnish to the Board Building Inspector such information as it may require 
concerning the applicant's reputation, character, fitness and qualifications to receive a certificate 
of competency. 
 
Section 6-160. Prerequisites to examination. 
No person shall be examined unless he shall have had either experience of at least five years as a 
journeyman plumber or graduation from a four-year college or university with major course work 
in plumbing engineering and, in addition, one year's experience as a journeyman plumber, or he 
shall be a licensed professional engineer. 
 
Section 6-161. Issuance of certificate; duration, renewal and fee. 
If the applicant satisfactorily passes the examination, he shall receive a certificate of competency 
from the Plumbing Board. He shall pay a fee of $100 therefor, and all such certificates shall expire 
on the 31st day of December of the year in which they have been issued and shall be renewed 
within 30 days preceding such expiration by application therefor to the Plumbing Board upon 
payment of an annual renewal fee of $100. Any person who permits his certificate of competency 
to lapse may apply for and receive a certificate of renewal upon payment of a fee of $200, and 
such renewal certificate shall expire on the 31st day of December of the year in which it was issued 
.RESERVED 
 
Section 6-162. Reexamination of unsuccessful applicants. 
In the event that the applicant fails to pass the examination, (s)he may apply for reexamination 
after a lapse of three months upon payment of a fee of $250, and, in the event that such applicant 
again fails, (s)he may apply for a second reexamination after the lapse of a further period of one 
year upon the payment of an additional fee of $250. The Plumbing Board Building Inspector, 
however, may in its his/her discretion permit the applicant to file a new application to examine 
him/her at any time before the lapse of said period of one year. 
 
Section 6-163. Lost certificate of competency. 
In case a certificate is lost by the holder thereof, the Board Building Inspector may issue a 
duplicate certificate of competency upon payment of a fee of $75. 
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Section 6-164. Registration of master plumbers. 
(a) Issuance. Any applicant who has successfully passed the examination provided for by this 
article and received a certificate of competency who desires to engage in the business of plumbing 
in the City and who wishes at any time to execute any plumbing work within the City shall register 
with the Building Inspector for such purpose; and upon payment of a fee as provided for in 
Section 6-26 above, the Building Inspector shall issue to him/her a certificate of registration 
appropriately lettered or marked "licensed plumber" and with such further marking or lettering as 
may from time to time be prescribed by this Code. 
 
(b) Duration, renewal. All certificates of registration shall expire on the 31st day of December of 
the year in which they are issued and shall be renewed within 30 days preceding such expiration 
by application to the Building Inspector upon payment of a renewal fee as provided in Section 6-
26 above. In addition, proof of completion of four (4) hours of continuing education within 
the preceding year in a curriculum pertaining to master plumbing work must be submitted. 
 Any lapse in renewal shall require payment of an administrative fee in an amount equal to the 
reapplication fee. The administrative fee shall be in addition to any reapplication fee. Prior to 
expiration, a licensed master plumber may petition the Building Inspector to suspend his/her 
license. A master plumber whose license has been suspended at the master plumbers request may 
reinstate such license at any time within five years from the date the license was scheduled to 
expire. There shall be a fee plus the license fee to reinstate a license that has been suspended at the 
request of the master plumber. 
 
Section 6-165 through Section 6-166. (Reserved)   
 
Section 6-167.  Surrender of registration upon discontinuing business. 
Any registered master plumber who retires from or discontinues doing business in plumbing work 
in the City shall surrender to the Plumbing Board Building Inspector his/her certificate of 
registration and (s)he shall not thereafter engage in such trade or business unless (s)he shall again 
register in accordance therewith. 
 
 
 
Section 6-168. Change of place of business, retirement from business. 
Every master plumber shall give immediate notice of any change in his place of business and, upon 
his retirement from business, shall surrender his certificate of registration to the Plumbing Board 
Building Inspector. 
 
Section 6-169. (Reserved)  
 
Section 6-170. Existing registration, certificates continued. 
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All certificates and registration of master plumbers at present in force are hereby continued and 
shall be renewable under the provisions of this Code. 
 
Section 6-171. Annual certification of master plumbers entitled to renewal certificate. 
The Plumbing Inspector, in November of each year, shall certify to the Plumbing Board the master 
plumbers entitled to renewal of their licenses and shall report those not entitled to renewal. 
RESERVED.   
 
Section 6-172. Misuse of certificate of competency and registration. 
No master plumber shall allow his name to be used by any person, directly or indirectly either to 
obtain a permit or to do any work under his certificate of competency and registration. 
 
Section 6-173. Investigation, prosecution for misuse of license. 
The Plumbing Building Inspector shall investigate the registration and license of every master 
plumber and shall promptly report to the Plumbing Board review any violation of the provisions 
of this article relating to the loaning, renting, selling or transferring of the certificate of registration, 
and the Plumbing Building Inspector shall immediately apply to the Plumbing Board for the 
forfeiture of suspend the certificate of registration of any master plumber who shall have loaned, 
rented, sold or transferred such certificate in violation of this article. 
 
Section 6-174. Violation of rules. 
(a) Notice required. Whenever any inspector or other person reports a violation of any rules and 
regulations for plumbing or a deviation from any officially approved plan or specification for 
plumbing filed with the Plumbing Board Building Inspector, the Plumbing Building Inspector 
shall first serve a notice of the violation thereof upon the master plumber doing the work and shall 
advise the Plumbing Board of such action. 
 
(b) Service of notice. Such notice shall be served personally or by registered mail, and if by 
registered mail, it shall be addressed to such master plumber at the address registered by him with 
the Plumbing Board Building Inspector. 
 
(c) Compliance required. Unless the violation is removed within three days after the service or 
mailing of such notice, exclusive of the day of service or mailing, or within such other time as 
prescribed by the Plumbing Building Inspector, the Plumbing Board may proceed according to 
law. 
 
Section 6-175. Denial, cancellation of registration. 
(a) Denial. There shall be no registration as master plumber or renewal of such registration or 
granting of a second permit to any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this 
Code or not having paid in full any amounts due and owing the City for permits issued or services 
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rendered by the City with respect to plumbing work performed by the master plumber who, or 
whose firm, has been employed to do the plumbing work or not having disposed of all complaints 
entered against him in the manner satisfactory to the Plumbing Board Building Inspector. 
 
(b) Cancellation. Any registration as master plumber or renewal thereof or special permit may be 
canceled by the Plumbing Board Building Inspector upon proof of any violation of any provision 
of this Code after a hearing is held before said Board the Building Inspector. The alleged violator 
shall be given at least 10 days' notice, in writing, of such hearing, which notice shall also state the 
time, place and grounds of the complaint in sufficient detail to inform the alleged violator of the 
charge or charges he may be called upon to meet at such hearing. 
 
Section 6-176. Special permits for water connections for heat-producing equipment. 
(a) Special permits shall be granted for water connections for the installation of heat-producing 
equipment, to a person or firm who is licensed to install heat-producing equipment pursuant to 
Section 6-179 of this chapter and has satisfactorily passed a test, given by the Plumbing Board 
Building Inspector of the City of Poughkeepsie. Water connections shall be any water connection 
on the heat-producing equipment-side supply valve and any other water connections within five 
feet horizontally. All other connections on portable water systems shall be subject to the 
requirements in Section 6-158(a) and Section 6-145(a) of this chapter. 
 
(b) There shall be a fee of $50150 for each application filed for a special permit for water 
connections to a licensed person or firm for the installation of heat-producing equipment. This fee 
shall be nonrefundable. All special permits for water connections shall expire on June 1 30 of each 
calendar year and must be renewed on an annual basis, within 30 days preceding the expiration 
date on the application, to the Plumbing Building Inspector. The fee of $50150 for the renewal is 
made payable to the City of Poughkeepsie. All special permits shall be deemed null and void if the 
heating license obtained pursuant to Section 6-179 of this chapter is not renewed. 
 
Section 6-177. Corporations may conduct business. 
A domestic corporation desiring or intending to conduct the trade, business or calling of a plumber 
or of plumbing in the City, as an employing or master plumber, may do so, provided that one or 
more officers of such corporation separately or aggregately actually hold and own at least 51% of 
the issued and outstanding capital stock of said corporation, and provided that each of such officers 
holding such percentage of the stock is the holder of a certificate of competency of such board of 
the City in which it conducts or proposes to conduct such business. In case one or more officers of 
a corporation engaged in such business shall die, being the holder of a certificate of competency, 
the corporation may continue the business during the time necessarily required for the 
administration of the estate of such deceased officer, not exceeding two years from the granting of 
letters, provided that one or more officers of the corporation is the holder of a certificate of 
competency and, together with the legal representatives of such deceased officer or officers, 
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actually owns and holds at least 51% of the issued and outstanding capital stock of said 
corporation. Each and every member of said corporation holding a certificate of competency shall 
comply with all the rules and regulations applicable to master or employing plumbers. 
 
Section 6-178. Penalties. 
Any person to whom a sign has been issued a sign pursuant to this division who shall loan, rent, 
sell or transfer the same to another person, whether such person is entitled to receive a similar sign 
or not, or otherwise willfully violates the provisions of this division, shall be subject to the penalties 
as prescribed in Section 6-11 for violation of the Building Code and, in addition thereto, shall 
forfeit his license and certificate of competency. 
 
SECTION 3. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 
Secretary of State.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 
 

 

https://ecode360.com/27006750#27006782
https://ecode360.com/27006455#27006455


R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-23-67) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN______________________________: 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the by-laws of the Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie Land Bank (the 
DCP Land Bank), two members of the Board of Directors are appointed by the City of 
Poughkeepsie Common Council; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council has previously appointed Angela DeFelice to serve on the 
DCP Land Bank and now wishes to reappoint her.  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby reappoints 
Angela DeFelice to the Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie Land Bank for a term of three (3) years.   
 
 
SECONDED BY ___________________________________________. 
 



R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-23-68) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN _____________________: 
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council by resolution R-22-93 adopted a budget for the fiscal year 
2023 (the “2023 Budget”); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council wishes to amend the 2023 Budget to reallocate $65,000 from 
DPW – Street/Parking Lot Paving Misc. to be used as funding for Fire Equipment – Emergency 
Purchase and Repair.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE,  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2023 Budget adopted by the Common Council as Resolution R-
22-93 is amended as shown on Schedule A, annexed hereto and made a part hereof.   
 
 
 
SECONDED BY ___________________________________________. 
 



G/L Item Cost
01-08-5110 7442.AR Street/Parking Lot Paving Misc. (suppl. to grants) ($65,000)

01-10-3410 7212.AR Fire Equipment- Emergency Purchase & Repair $65,000 

TOTAL: $0

Schedule A

To transfer funds from ARPA street repairs/supplemental paving to ARPA Fire apparatus replacement and repairs.



 
ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
 

(O-23-##) 
 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER LONG: 
 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-189.2 is hereby amended by the following removal: 
 

Section 13-189.2  Parking Prohibited Between 9:00 A.M. Noon on Mondays. 
 

Upon the removal of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall no 
longer be designated as No Parking Monday between Monday 9:00 a.m. to Noon 
and are to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this Article: 

 
Charles St., North side,; 
 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________: 
 
 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
 

(O-23-##) 
 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER LONG: 
 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition: 
 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 
 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 
designated as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose 
set forth in this Article: 

 
CHARLES ST., North side, beginning 100 feet West of its intersection with North 
Bridge St., and continuing West for a distance of 15 feet, for one parking space. 
 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________: 
 
 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
 

(O-23-##) 
 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER LONG: 
 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-211.1 is hereby amended by the following removal: 
 

Section 13-211.1  General Vehicle Loading Zone. 
 

Upon the removal of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall no 
longer be designated as General Vehicle Loading Zone and are to be utilized only 
for the purpose set forth in this Article: 

 
NORTH BRIDGE ST., West side, beginning 40 feet north of Mill Street to a point 
40 feet northerly therefrom; 
 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________: 
 
 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 
 
 



 
ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
 

(O-23-##) 
 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER LONG: 
 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-126 is hereby amended by the following addition: 
 

Section 13-126  Permits For Public Permit System 
 

Upon the installation of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 
designated as part of the Public Permit System – District 2 and are to be utilized 
only for the purpose set forth in this Article: 

 
Spruce St., Both sides, beginning west of its intersection with Albany St. 
 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________: 
 
 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 
 
 































































Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of August 28, 2023 
 

 
THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES                        
 

Monday, August 28, 2023, 6:30 p.m.        Common Council Chambers             
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 
the date is Monday, August 28, 2023, and the time is 6:32 pm.  
 
 

I. ROLL CALL:   6 Present, 3 Absent (Councilmember Grant, Councilmember Flowers 
& Councilmember Johnson arrived after roll call was taken) 

 
II. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 

 

Common Council Meeting – July 6, 2023 
 
Motion to accept the minutes:  Councilmember Shook, Seconded by Councilmember 
Deichler 
 

 
 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 
agenda. 
 

- NONE - 
 
 

CCM Minutes 7-6-23 VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Long Voter     
Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember Deichler  Voter     
Councilmember Thompson Voter     
Councilmember Johnson Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Shook Voter     
Chairwoman Brown   Voter     
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 

1. Paul Brenner – 184 S. Grand Ave 
2. Michele Caraway - Poughkeepsie 
3.  Nicholas Kalogris – 14 Maryland Ave (For the Many) 
4. Daniel Atonna – 116 College Ave (For the Many) 
5. Bob  Wallace – 135 Main St 
6. Warren Jones – N. Clover St 
7. Suprina Troche – Delafield St. 
8. Joseph Troche – Delafield St 
9. Julian Rodriguez – 146 Smith St. 
10. Laurie Sandow – S. Grand Ave* 
11. Barbara Clark – 29 W. Arnold Rd 
12. Sharon Bennerman – 34 N. White St 
13. Cooper Miller – 134 Franklin St. 
14. Charles Bennerman – 34 N. White St. 
15. Kane Jones – Union St (For the Many) 
16. Adria Gallman – 14 N. White St. 
17. Brian Bishop – (Walkway Over the Hudson) 
18. Eric Hoppe – 5 Parker Ave (Walkway Over the Hudson) 
19. Michael de Cordova 

 
*Submitted written comments 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laurie Sandow public comments 
City of Poughkeepsie Common Council meeting, August 28, 2023 – Page 1 of 2 
 

At the beginning of every summer many people breathe a sigh of relief at the break from 
Council meetings. That is, those who haven’t already thrown up their hands in disgust at 
this City’s dysfunction and self-service. This year, the Council not only extended their 
summer recess by two weeks, but also extended their lack of productivity to the meetings 
that immediately precede and follow their summer break. 
 
It would be nice to greet the return of Council meetings with a jolly “welcome back”.  
But, instead we have to ask: 
—Why isn’t there a report from the Council’s Housing committee on tonight’s agenda? 
—Or an update about the Council’s shelter litigation? 
—Where’s the report from the Open Meetings Law-violating Finance committee? 
—Or an explanation why this Council was non-responsive to Corporation Counsel Valk’s 
query about Pelton litigation, with Valk herself neither flagging that correspondence to 
show whether anyone had read it, or marking it as urgent? 
—What about ARPA funds being traded between Councilmembers? 
—The list of things this Council could or should attend to seems practically endless. 
 
What is the easiest way for the public to stay on top of City issues? Sadly, there’s neither an 
easy nor a hard way. No matter how many times it’s raised, the public still can’t read 
Common Council agendas and packets online, rather than having to download first before 
being able to read. Meeting packets are still posted in graphic format, rather than as 
searchable text files. It’s virtually impossible to search the City website for past agenda 
items, including the track records and appearances of applicants before the Common 
Council, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning Board and other City committees. 
 
The end of May is the date of the most recently approved Council resolution posted to the 
City website, as if no business had been conducted or resolutions approved since that time. 
And the resolutions that are posted to the City site have titles that are laced with acronyms, 
are posted as graphic images, and do not record the names of Councilmembers who voted in 
favor, opposed, abstained, arrived late or were absent—willfully defeating the historic 
record.* 
*See link <https://www.cityofpoughkeepsie.com/241/Resolutions> 

  



Laurie Sandow public comments 
City of Poughkeepsie Common Council meeting, August 28, 2023 – Page 2 of 2 
 
This Council might go to sleep over the summer, but the City and the County do not. 
Hard-working people and businesses are being driven out of this city by failures to address 
and develop solutions to a vast range of problems. Practically the only parties getting 
focused and expedited City attention are the developers lining their pockets at the expense 
of city residents and taxpayers. 
 
Some questions posed to certain City staff and Council members at the last March 2023 
Special Informational meeting have never been answered. Councilmembers consistently 
ignore substantive questions raised by the public, yet jump at the opportunity to claim free 
speech and so-called First Amendment rights to belittle, and even lie to their constituents.  
 
For those who pray that things can’t get worse, think again about what this majority lame 
duck Council will or won’t accomplish between now and January, as well as the covert and 
very suspect slate of Exempt Firemens’ members who’ll be taking Council seats in January. 
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V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:  
 

Chairwoman Brown: First of all, the negotiation team, which consists of Vice Chairman 
Shook, Council member Flowers and myself, met with our attorney who's representing us in 
regards to Oakley, DCJ, or whatever they county is planning to do, and we are not at liberty to 
discuss any of that conversation at this time. When we can disclose information, we will. And 
our attorney commented in the paper, and it's not appropriate for us to say anything, but we are 
doing something, and things are happening. That's all I can say.  
 
There's a zoning public hearing that we are looking to schedule at the Family Partnership Center 
either the 24th or 28th of September. There were some issues over the summer because the 
consultants are in Pennsylvania, so their schedules weren’t meshing with our schedules. That’s 
why there was not one scheduled in August. But we will not move forward with the zoning plan 
until we have a public hearing on the north side and give equal amount of time to people to speak 
their concerns when we have a public hearing here. 
 
We heard from primarily people who live on the south side, and we do not want to make a 
decision with a unilateral decision. We want to make sure that all voices are heard so that 
plan will not move forward into that public hearing happens. And it was imperative that the 
consultants were there. I didn't want the council just to have a public hearing. We need the 
consultants there and take those results and maybe make edits if necessary. 
 
We do as a council, need to talk to the administration about these needles in the parks. 
School is expected to start back on September, and there's a group of us who are working on safe 
routes to school. But along those safe routes, you know, there's needles in the parks there, 
needles on the street. Yesterday, someone tagged a couple of us in the picture of needles just 
laying in broad daylight on the sidewalk. There definitely needs to be a park maintenance 
plan with those needles. And then we need a more comprehensive plan because I am nervous 
that a child will step on a needle and get hepatitis or drugs in their system, or even worse. So that 
is that is a biohazard that we need to address. And that's all I have for now. 
 
September 6th is a special informational meeting that gives members of the public the 
opportunity to ask questions of department heads. I would recommend that you have your 
questions prepared and some of you can actually submit them in advance so they can be 
answered. I know Ms. Sandow mentioned that she’s still waiting on answers to questions from 
last year but having them in advance would provide a better opportunity to get them answered. 
And that’s all I have for now.  I will turn it to Mayor’s comments. 
 

 
VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  

 
Mayor Nelson:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
I first want to welcome the Council back from your summer hiatus, but I also want to 
mention that so many of you individually and collaboratively contributed to many of the 
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summer events that have gone on. I'm going to talk about a few of them briefly. But, you know, I 
think it's important to make sure the public understands that the council members are actively 
involved, even during that six week or so hiatus when we're not having meetings. 
 
I want to thank Mr. de Cordova for being the only member of the public comment or group 
today to recognize so many great things going on in the City of Poughkeepsie. But before I get to 
those, I owe the answer on lead pipes. 
 
You know, the administration has not seen the proposed legislation, that Councilmember 
Deichler and some of our colleagues are planning on presenting. My understanding is, is that 
they've had conversations in their caucus about that legislation. As the mayor, I don't 
participate in the caucus. I haven't seen the legislation. I think our Corporation Counsel's office is 
reviewing it and making recommendations. 
 
But I will say that the city recently submitted two rather major grants on time, no problem. And 
we're optimistic those grant applications will yield good results for the city. I want to thank 
Congressman Ryan's office, Assemblyman Jacobson's Office, Councilmember Deichler and 
Councilmember Flowers, in particular, who have been spearheading the work that we've done. 
 
And I just want to comment on the allegation twice made that our engineering 
department somehow dropped the ball. There's absolutely no evidence at all that the City of 
Poughkeepsie would have been awarded a nickel had that engineering study been done. And, in 
fact, that was the previous year when this issue was just coming to the state's attention, and we 
had barely two or three weeks to do an entire engineering study. There's a back story there. 
 
I'm very proud of the Engineering Department and the Department of Public Works here at the 
city. We take this issue as seriously as you do, and we intend to pursue every source of 
grant funding that we possibly can to make this priority, something that we can work on. 
I will also say with respect to lead service lines, every single year under our City charter, the 
Common Council gets to approve and make changes to the capital plan. And the capital plan is 
that - it's not the annual budget - it's the five year look ahead that we do every year it's 
submitted to council. It has never been missed. I think it was late one year because of COVID 
and this body has the authority to approve it, deny it or change anything they want on it. 
Given the cost to this community of working on lead pipes, it's obviously a capital plan. It's not 
an annual plan. It's a capital plan. This is the council that can change it. They can pass it and can 
make it a priority. It is not the administration that can set a policy to spend 100 and some odd 
million dollars in ten years, which, by the way, no bank would lend the city that much 
money under any circumstance, whether our bond rating was two or three notches higher or not. 
So that's the answer on the pipes. 
 
On a more positive note, I want to thank everybody that participated, particularly Council 
Chair Brown, for the work and John Penny, I should say as well, who did a tremendous 
job getting the pool open and thank you to the school district particularly. I want to 
thank everybody that was involved in the summer camp. Terrific. 
 
I'm sure some of my council colleagues will talk about that more when we get to their comments. 
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But literally hundreds of Poughkeepsie children benefited and took advantage of many activities 
that were going on all over the summer, including swim lessons and so forth. I managed to take a 
few minutes out of my day and drive over to Pulaski Park to review the progress on the Pulaski 
Pool house. I invite every member of the public to go over there and see firsthand the work that's 
progressing on schedule, if not over budget, but on schedule, so that we will have a state of the 
art fantastic pool house. And it's not just the pool house, by the way. What was reported was, 
Well, why are you doing this in the summertime? It's a whole new pool equipment. The old pool 
equipment was within the pool house. So when you demo it, obviously you need all the pumps 
and filters and everything else. 
 
The project was much larger than a project that could have been done in just a few months. So 
there was no possible way to avoid the closure of Pulaski Park for one season. The only choice 
we had was to do it this season or next season, and I'm glad we made the decision to put it 
behind us. And the community has something great to look forward to. 
 
And to my colleagues, you know, on the council, I want to particularly mention that the 
year following that's ‘24, we'll start the planning for ‘25’s work on the pool house at Spratt Park 
as well. And most of this, if not all of it, was funded by and will be funded by ARPA. 
 
I want to wish our chair and Natasha Brown a happy birthday. 
 
I want to thank everybody that was involved in Riverfest,  Porchfest and thank you to the public 
comment here that mentioned this. My wife and I were able to attend Porchfest. It was the fourth 
year in a row for Porchfest and as I drove around I before I could even find a parking spot, 
I thought to myself, “this is the first time that's happened”. 
 
And, you know, the question was asked why we don't call the close Academy Street. You know, 
the event is attracting more people. I think at some point, maybe as soon as next year, you know, 
we will talk with PD and traffic Control about closing Academy Street. It is an emergency route. 
And so there are challenges about it. And police command and traffic has recommended, thus 
far, that we not close. And, obviously, if the event continues to grow as we think it will, then 
we'll revisit that. 
 
In addition to the Porch Fest, River Fest, we had Jazz Fest, a fantastic event that we have. 
You know, Jazz Fest would have celebrated their 20th anniversary here in the City of 
Poughkeepsie during COVID. But during COVID, of course, there was no Jazz Fest. 
 
So I want to congratulate Greer Smith and all of the fabulous musicians that contributed to 
that event at Warriors Park. And in addition to those big events that we all know, and some of us, 
I think see, I see nodding their head attended them. 
 
There were at least six particular events around block parties and at smaller parks. I’ll let my 
council colleagues talk about that. Back to school is coming, I want to wish all the students in the 
City of Poughkeepsie good fortune and hard work as we start back. Talked about lead grants. I 
want to say my colleague to my right, Christopher Grant, and I attended a public meeting, the 
second public meeting about work on a job that's going to start in the spring on Bartlett Park 
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I want to particularly thank members of the public that came to the first community meeting, 
which was held in this room, I think, a couple of months ago now, Chris, and just about every 
single recommendation we were able to build in, the engineers and the consultants were able 
to build in to the plan. We went over that revised plan at the public safety building last week and 
uniform good comments, although I will say a couple of suggestions that we're still going to try 
to get done. 
 
And then very quickly, I had the pleasure and the honor today, along with superintendent of 
schools Dr. Eric Rosser, and our colleague Rob Watson from the Harvard Universities and 
Redesign Lab, who was in town to welcome AmeriCorps and the and particularly ANPAC. 
And I think Christopher Grant may be talking about that when he gets his comments. 
 
But today was their kickoff session. They had a sort of a swearing in thing over at the academy. 
And I was just thrilled to see so many volunteers. Yes, they are going to receive a stipend, but 
volunteerism is alive and well. We're bringing it to the city of Poughkeepsie. It's focusing on 
early learning, particularly reading and math. And this is the beginning of something we think 
that's going to continue to grow in the City of Poughkeepsie. And I will also say we're very 
proud and I said this in my remarks, the academy, Poughkeepsie was the first and so far the 
only city selected for this program. So Anpac is a national company they’re in 13 to 15 states. 
And today they put planted their flag here in the state of New York. And as I thanked them, I 
said, you know, you could have gone to any of the 20 cities and municipalities that that met the 
criteria that they were looking for, and they chose the City of Poughkeepsie. So we thank 
ANPAC particularly for that. 
 
I just want to mention, if I can… 
 
Chairwoman Brown: Hey, you said that was your last thing. 
 
Mayor Nelson:  I know. I just forgot. If I could just mention one thing, I see our colleagues from 
the park at the walkway. You know, I'm very concerned. And I tried to make notes on this, but, 
you know, the walkway over the Hudson does bring more than a half a million visitors - I see 
back there, sorry, - to the City of Poughkeepsie. And they are our partners. We are going to 
continue to do everything we can. But I do want to just add to their comment, and that is that I 
have been made aware and I wasn't aware of this until a couple of weeks ago, that the State Park 
police have made significant cuts to staffing and there has been a sharp reduction in the 
availability of park police to respond to, you know, behavior, mental health crises and other 
things that were mentioned in the public comment. So the city obviously takes our first 
responder position very seriously. Just in the last few months, we've responded to some serious 
mental health crises there, but we haven't seen the final reports yet. But probably about 
$20,000 in overtime between police and fire. I think the walkway was actually closed down for, 
you know, completely, you know, one day. But in any event, I know I'm out of time. I just 
wanted to tell our partners at the walkway that my email address is: 
mnelson@cityofpoughkeepsie.com. 
 
I'm good friends with your directors and anything I can do to help. We could probably set up a 
meeting with Chief Pape and our fire chief, Joe Franco, who his team did a fantastic job. 
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And I will say if I can share, we're saving lives because, thank God the people that presented 
with risk to themselves were rescued, I will say, and hopefully went on to get the appropriate 
level of care, you know, in our community or elsewhere. And I know I'm out of time. 
 
Chairwoman Brown: You are out of time. I'm going to move on. 
 
Mayor Nelson: I Just wanted to thank DPW, for all the work they did all summer long. 
 
Thank you, Chair. 
 
 
 
 

VII. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

VIII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

 
IX. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 
A motion to accept the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember Shook and seconded 
by Councilmember Thompson.  
 
 

1. R-23-56, Resolution Approving an Agreement with PCSD for a School Resource 
Officer 

 

 
 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-23-56) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN: 
 
WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie City School District desires the presence of a School Resource 
Officer, hereinafter “SRO,” at district schools for the purpose of providing security and support 
for the benefit of its administration, employees, students and the community at large; and 
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WHEREAS, the City and School District may enter into intermunicipal agreements for such 
purposes; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that this resolution constitutes a Type II 
action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 6 NYCRR Park 
617;  

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 
attached proposed inter-municipal agreement annexed hereto as Exhibit A and authorizes the 
Mayor to execute same.   
 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ACTION AGENDA: 
 
 
 

X. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

 

 

R-23-56 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Long Voter     
Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember Deichler  Voter     
Councilmember Thompson Voter     
Councilmember Johnson Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Shook Voter     
Chairwoman Brown   Voter     
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R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-23-57) 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN: 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie (hereinafter the “City”) has the responsibility and duty to 
provide for the long-term vision of our public waterfront system by ensuring that a balance of 
parks, natural resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of 
all residents; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2022 the City finalized the updated Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
through the New York State Department of State in which there was strong community support 
for accessibility along the waterfront; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie approves and endorses the 
receipt of grant funding from New York State Department of State through the Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program for planning of the Fall Kill Blueway. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes Interim Development 
Director Joe Donat, or his designee in the Development Department, to act on its behalf in 
submittal of an application through the Consolidated Funding Application for $810,150, to be 
used for the City of Poughkeepsie planning and design stage of the Fall Kill Blueway project. 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is and hereby shall do all things necessary to 
give effect to the resolution including but not limited signing any document needed for 
submission or acceptance.   

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 

 

R-23-57 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Long Voter     
Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember Deichler  Voter     
Councilmember Thompson Voter     
Councilmember Johnson Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Shook Voter     
Chairwoman Brown   Voter     
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R E SO L U T I O N 

(R 23-58) 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached certificates of Base Percentages, Current Percentage, 
Base proportions and Certificate of Adjusted Base Proportions for the levy of taxes on the 2023 
Assessment roll are hear by approved in accordance with Article 19 of the Real Property Tax 
Law. 
 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 

 
 
 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-23-59) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN: 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with New York General Municipal Law, the Common Council of 
the City of Poughkeepsie is authorized to make appointments of City residents to serve on the 
board of the City of Poughkeepsie Public Arts Commission; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Public Arts Commission serve at the pleasure of the Common 
Council; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie and its citizens that the Public 
Arts Commission have a full complement of members in order to properly conduct the business 
required of the Public Arts Commission; and 
 

R-23-58 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Long Voter     
Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember Deichler  Voter     
Councilmember Thompson Voter     
Councilmember Johnson Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Shook Voter     
Chairwoman Brown   Voter     
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NOW, THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby appoints the 
following individuals to the City of Poughkeepsie Public Arts Commission, to serve at the 
pleasure of the Common Council for a term ending July 31, 2026.   
 

Art Jones 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 

 
 

XI. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
 

 
XII. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
1 FROM MAYOR MARC NELSON, a communication regarding the Tax Cap 

Override  Moved to August 30, 2023 Common Council Meeting 
 

2. FROM COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, a communication regarding 
handicapped signage on South Avenue 

 
3. FROM ALEASHA COLE, a notice of property damage that occurred on May 

14, 2023 
 

4. FROM SHARON JOHNSON, a notice of property damage that occurred on 
May 20, 2023 

 
5. FROM JEFFREY WILLIAMS, a notice of property damage that occurred on 

June 2, 2023 
 

6. FROM CHRISTINE HICKEY, a notice of claim for property damage that 
occurred on June 26, 2023. 
 

R-23-59 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Long Voter     
Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember Deichler  Voter     
Councilmember Thompson Voter     
Councilmember Johnson Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Shook Voter     
Chairwoman Brown   Voter     
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7. FROM JOY OSTERHOUT, a notice of property damage that occurred on July 
6, 2023. 
 

8. FROM RICHARD HOPP, a notice of property damage that occurred on July 23, 
2023 
 

9. FROM SUSHI GINZA & CAJUN SEAFOOD, INC., a 30-day advance notice 
of intent to obtain a NYS Liquor License. 
 

10. FROM GUY DESANTIS, a notice of property damage that occurred on June 9, 
2023. 
 

11. FROM 400 NELLY RESTAURANT CORP., a 30-Day advance notice of intent 
to obtain a NYS Liquor License. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT:  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Thompson and seconded by Councilmember  
Deichler to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM.  
 
 
Dated: September 7, 2023 
 
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 
Meeting held on Monday, August 28, 2023. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Donna M. DeLuca 
      Deputy City Chamberlain 
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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE
NEW YORK

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES                       

Monday, August 30, 2023, 6:30 p.m. Common Council Chambers
_____________________________________________________________________________

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council
the date is Wednesday, August 30, 2023, and the time is 6:33 pm.

I. ROLL CALL: 5 Present, 4 Absent (Chairwoman Brown, Councilmember Long &
Councilmember Diechler absent. Councilmember Grant arrived after roll call was 
taken)

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

-NONE-

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 
agenda.

ADD:

XIII. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

1. FROM MAYOR MARC NELSON, a communication regarding the Tax Cap 
Override

REMOVE:

XI.  ACTION AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

2. SEQRA Resolution R-23-61 and Sale Resolution R-23-62, authorizing the Sale of 
City Owned Property – Unnumbered Cannon St. (Tax Map No. 6161-23-276969)
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

1. Bob  Wallace – 135 Main St (For the Many)
2. Vera Fishman-Reskeff – 132 Franklin St
3. Joseph Troche – Delafield St
4. Daniel Attona – 116 College Ave (For the Many)
5. Freddie Thompson – 3 Hook Rd (For the Many)
6. Doug Nobiletti – 145 Academy St *
7. Laurie Sandow – S. Grand Ave *
8. Cooper Miller – 134 Franklin St.

*Submitted written comments





Laurie Sandow public comments
City of Poughkeepsie Common Council meeting, August 30, 2023 – Page 1 of 2

It would be great if I were able to focus on tonight’s Council agenda, but I find it more 
important to address some of the hooey from this past Monday’s Council meeting.

First, there is nothing so amusing as Councilmembers who have removed their own 
addresses from the City website, yet illegally declare that members of the public won’t be 
allowed to speak if their address was not entered on the sign-up sheet.

Also, it’s not the Mayor’s, or any Councilmember’s place to dictate the content of 
comments, or to require “happy talk” in place of serious issues that require attention in the 
very limited 3-minute public comment space that’s provided.

How ironic to hear a Councilmember complain about being left out of the loop. Welcome to 
the club of city residents who are constantly left out of the loop by Administration and 
Councilmembers alike; who fail to hold Ward meetings, who make decisions behind closed 
doors, who share nothing about Council and City details on their social media or elsewhere,
and who act as shills and puppets for lobbyists.

Normal human laughter in response to Chamber and Council absurdities is not a breach of 
decorum. The Chair, of course, could comment or impose discipline on violations of 
decorum by fellow Councilmembers, like habitual lateness, insults slung at city residents, 
and more—but we all know it will be a cold day in hell before that happens. Shouldn’t 
councilmembers be earning respect based on performance, knowledge, responsiveness and 
service, and not on title? Do councilmembers ever show their respect to the public with full 
and consistent public communication and transparency? No, instead we have 
councilmembers claiming that the only accurate perceptions are their own perceptions, and 
that their own so-called “stern” words are superior to the stern and critical observations 
voiced by the public.



Laurie Sandow public comments
City of Poughkeepsie Common Council meeting, August 30, 2023 – Page 2 of 2

It was sad but not surprising to hear the Mayor’s and Councilmember’s deserved happy talk 
about Riverfest, Porchfest and other city events, without a single mention of La 
Guelaguetza. Despite the thousands of people who celebrate this annual City event, not a 
single councilmember promoted it in advance or mentioned it during Monday’s comments. 
The Mayor sent Yvonne Flowers to speak in his place. This Council is notorious for their 
self-interested rejection of a redistricting map embracing a Census-conforming Hispanic
community of interest. In the June primaries, this redistricting rejection specifically 
benefitted Yvonne Flowers, Nedra Thompson, Megan Deichler, and Nathan Shook by 
protecting their existing and/or future seats through denial and foot-dragging around the 
Redistricting Commission’s recommendations.

And because three minutes is never enough, I conclude by noting that despite 
Councilmembers taking mandatory finance training from Dr. Martinez in January, and 
claims of working throughout the summer, they were unprepared to entertain the Tax Cap 
presentation on Monday’s agenda. They wanted a delay so that Dr. Martinez could attend 
tonight’s meeting and answer questions, yet they asked him not a single question. The same 
Councilmembers who, two days ago, were not well-schooled enough in finance to entertain 
the Tax Cap presentation, are no better schooled tonight—two days later. Yet they are still 
the ones who hold decision-making and voting power over this City’s financial future.

With that, I’ll just close by noting that a lot of my comments were relevant to the very 
Councilmembers who aren’t here tonight, who extended their summer vacation and 
scheduled two meetings within two days of each other, yet aren’t showing up at the very 
meetings that they scheduled, approved and have known about from as far back as January 
of this year.
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V. VICE CHAIRMAN COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

-NONE-

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor Nelson: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I will try to be brief. Let’s just talk about the lead issue 
for just a minute. The City of Poughkeepsie water is safe. It meets all of the requirements of the 
Department of Health, of both the county and the state of New York. There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with the water. What we concede and what we've known for many years, everyone has 
known in this country, is that we, like every other municipality with old pipes, have lead pipes.
The pipes have lead, and we concede that. We never have conceded, and we don't concede 
tonight that the water has lead. Let's get that clear.

With respect to the public comment about, you know, Mr. Nelson, this Mr. Nelson that I haven't 
been the Finance commissioner since 2017. I am the chair of the Water Board. The Water Board 
is responsible for the chemical treatment and production of the water. That is the same water 
that is circulated to the town of Poughkeepsie and other regional partners.

We share the Joint - that's why it's called the Joint - Water Project. The town and the city 
have collaborated on that. That water plant, by the way, is one of the city's greatest assets.
It was built in 1964. It has a water board that governs it that is made up of three members of the 
town and three members of the city. I happened to have served on it since I was Finance 
Commissioner. Councilmember Deichler who is absent tonight, also serves on that committee.

I just want to put one thing to rest, and that is that my administration takes lead in the pipes 
extremely seriously. It is a major concern to us, just as it is to my council colleagues and to all of 
you. But just three months ago, Dutchess County Department of Health sent representatives over 
here to give our common council a brief presentation. And if anybody was watching the one 
comment that struck in my head and it was said at least three or four times that there is no 
evidence that the higher incidence of lead in tested blood is coming from our water. In fact, 
there's every reason to believe that just as serious a problem is lead paint in the City of 
Poughkeepsie and in older municipalities, particularly in areas where there are communities that 
are not able to repair homes.

Councilmember Menist: Point of information

Mayor Nelson: So I would just end by saying….

Councilmember Menist: Point of information

Mayor Nelson: Yeah, sure.

Councilmember Menist: Do you recall, Mr. Nelson, when the County Department Of Health 
was here? When we asked them the question about how they test the water? Do you recall their 
response?
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Mayor Nelson: I believe the testing of the water is done by the City of Poughkeepsie and the 
Town of Poughkeepsie. Each community has its own testing requirements. We've come 
under criticism because of the method and manner in which we test, and I think of all of the 
things I've heard Councilmember Menist over the last year, that criticism probably, you know, 
hits home as being much more reasonable than in some of the fiction that we've heard 
here tonight. So, my answer is no, I don't specifically remember what they said. But more 
importantly, I, as the mayor of the City of Poughkeepsie, support now, and I always 
supported doing more testing. There's absolutely no reason why the city can't test more and in all 
parts of the city. I agree with that. And we are looking into funding that in the 2024 
budget, which I will submit to the Council in just about a month's time. So, I hope that answers 
your question. I wish I could remember what they said about that. But, you know, the testing 
of…

Councilmember Menist: Point of clarification

Mayor Nelson: ….resources, you know.

Councilmember Menist: Would it be helpful if I reminded you that they said they do not test 
the water?

Mayor Nelson: I have no reason to dispute that. As I just said, it's the, it is the burden falls on
each municipality and the City of Poughkeepsie tests its water.

Councilmember Menist: How could you assert then that.

Vice Chairman Shook: Well, I mean it’s -

Councilmember Menist: - I think it's important because Mr. Nelson is attempting to construe 
that the water - the County Health Department came here and told us that.

Vice Chairman Shook: The Water Council remarks, I think it might be better if you want 
to address this when it comes to, you know –

Councilmember Menist: - just clarifying…

Vice Chairman Shook: Exactly. But we're just going to have Mayor's Comments and then 
you can respond. 

Councilmember Menist: And they did not say the water was fine. They said they don't test it.

Mayor Nelson: What I am saying, Councilman Menist, and I continue my - thank you Chair - to 
continue my remarks. We test the water. The water meets all state and county requirements for 
all chemicals, not just lead. So the water is completely safe. And any allusions to the contrary are 
meant just to distract us from the real problems here. I don't believe I said the county tests the 
water, and certainly I concede that point.
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On to my regular comments, I want to just say quickly, cleaning up from Monday, there was an 
issue from public comment about what is all the construction on Innes Avenue. We did a little bit 
of background check with our DPW people. Turns out that's a Dutchess County project. Nothing 
to do with the City of Poughkeepsie.

We had an inquiry from, I believe, a councilmember about where we are in the recruitment for a
full time Rec Director. I did check with H.R., as I said I would. and the list is an invalid 
list, insufficient numbers of responses. And so, the city is going to repost in early in the New 
year, and we will continue that recruitment.

I'd like to let the public and the council know that on September 20th at 5:30, there will be a 
public information meeting concerning proposed upgrades to Kaal Rock Park. Everybody will 
recall we had a couple of public meetings on work at Bartlett. We've had one already on Kaal 
Rock, and this would be the second one for Kaal Rock, encouraging everybody to come again 
September 20th at 5:30. I want to mention that a press release will be going out shortly to let the 
public know this.

But I want to let our council partners know that the Office of the State Comptroller has upgraded 
the city's fiscal stress condition two levels, and now we are classified by the New York State 
comptroller as “susceptible to fiscal stress”. Whereas before we were, as everybody knows, one 
of the most fiscally stressed communities in the state of New York. It was a significant 
improvement year over year. And congratulations to Dr. Martinez and our finance team and we'll 
be making that announcement tomorrow.

And finally, I just want to, one more thing on why our costs for lead pipes were 
significantly higher than other communities.

What we have not seen is a per foot comparison. So let's compare apples to oranges. The 
comparison that we've been told repeatedly is this is what it cost on average per residential 
address - per property, right? Well, obviously the distance of the pipe and other factors, how 
deep it is, what you know, what you encounter as you dig up the street, so forth, will impact it. 
So I would just suggest that to the extent we want to compare things, we should compare apples 
to apples, Right? Copper pipes are very expensive. Let's compare the cost of copper pipes and 
the distance that we have to put in. I would like to see that a little bit more and I'll be talking later 
tonight, Mr. Chair, about the proposed tax cap override and we’ll address the comments of the 
public that we heard.

So thank you very much.

VII. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VIII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:
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CONSENT AGENDA:

IX. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

X. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

ACTION AGENDA:

XI. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

1. R-23-60, Resolution to Approve the Appointment of Susan Fortunato to the Land 
Bank.

R E S O L U T I O N
(R-23-60)

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN BROWN:

WHEREAS, pursuant to the by-laws of the Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie Land Bank, one 
member of the Board of Directors “shall be appointed jointly by the County Executive of 
Dutchess County and the Mayor of the City of Poughkeepsie, subject to confirmation by the 
Dutchess County Legislature and the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council” [Article II, 
Section 2,(a)(5)]

WHEREAS, the Mayor and County Executive have selected Rev. Susan Fortunato for 
reappointment to this position; and

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature is scheduled to consider confirmation of Rev. 
Fortunato’s reappointment at the August 14th meeting. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby confirms the 
Mayor’s appointment of Rev. Susan Fortunato to the Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie Land 
Bank.  
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SECONDED BY ___________________________________________.

 

2. SEQRA Resolution R-23-61 and Sale Resolution R-23-62, authorizing the Sale of 
City Owned Property – Unnumbered Cannon St. (Tax Map No. 6161-23-276969)

Items Removed

3. R-23-63, Resolution to Approve Appointments to the Board of the City of 
Poughkeepsie Industrial Development Agency.

R E S O L U T I O N
(R-23-63)

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK:

WHEREAS, in accordance with New York General Municipal Law, the Common Council of 
the City of Poughkeepsie is authorized to make appointments of City residents to serve on the 
board of the City of Poughkeepsie Industrial Development Agency (“CPIDA”); and 

WHEREAS, the members of the CPIDA serve at the pleasure of the Common Council; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie and its citizens that the CPIDA 
Board have a full complement of members in order to properly conduct the business required of 
the CPIDA; and

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby appoints the 
following individuals to the Board of the City of Poughkeepsie Industrial Development Agency, 
to serve at the please of the Common Council for a term ending 12/31/25:

R-23-60

Accepted
Defeated
Tabled

Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent
Councilmember Grant Voter
Councilmember Long Voter
Councilmember Flowers Voter
Councilmember Deichler Voter
Councilmember Thompson Voter
Councilmember Johnson Voter
Councilmember Menist Voter
Councilmember Shook Voter
Chairwoman Brown Voter
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Melinda Miller
Mario Johnson
Rashad Ricketts

SECONDED BY ___________________________________________.

XII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

1. LL-23-XX, Local Law – Resolution of Introduction and Providing for Public 
Hearing – Tax Cap Override

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC

NOTICE AND HEARING
(R-23-64)

INTRODUCTED BY COUNCILMEMBERS ____________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has remained under the New York State Tax Cap for the 

six consecutive fiscal years, 2018-2023; and

WHEREAS, during these years the City has succeeding in nearly entirely resolving what was 

once a $13.2 million general fund deficit and has recently regained its investment. grade quality 

bond rating from Standard and Poor’s; and

R-23-63

Accepted
Defeated
Tabled

Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent
Councilmember Grant Voter
Councilmember Long Voter
Councilmember Flowers Voter
Councilmember Deichler Voter
Councilmember Thompson Voter
Councilmember Johnson Voter
Councilmember Menist Voter
Councilmember Shook Voter
Chairwoman Brown Voter
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WHEREAS the New York State Tax Cap is a complex calculation which each municipality 

makes independently, but in the City of Poughkeepsie the calculation results in a maximum tax 

increase of approximately two percent in any given year; and 

WHEREAS, because of rising property values, the City has had to reduce the tax rate in each of 

the last four years, in order to stay under the New York State Tax Cap; and

WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics inflation, as indicated by 

Consumer Price Indices rose to 9.1% in 2022, before falling to 5.2 % in 2023, and expectations 

are that it will continue to exceed the Federal Reserve’s target rate of 2% through 2024 and into 

2025;  and

WHEREAS, the Administration projects that it will be necessary to increase property taxes   by 

more than 2% as it prepares next years general fund budget, due primarily to the cost of goods 

and services, existing contractual commitments, and the phase-out of reliance on  Federal aid 

received under the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that an introductory Local Law, entitled “Local Law to override the tax levy limit 

established in General Municipal Law §3-c” be and it hereby is introduced before the Common 

Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 6:00 o’clock 

P.M., on September 18, 2023; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 
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notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five 

(5) days prior thereto.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ______________________________________ .

LOCAL LAW NO. ___ OF 2023

A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN 
GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW § 3-c

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER _______________

BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie of the County 
of Dutchess as follows:

Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may 
be levied by the City of Poughkeepsie, County of Dutchess pursuant to General Municipal Law § 
3-c, and to allow the City of Poughkeepsie, County of Dutchess to adopt a budget for the 2024 
fiscal year that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by 
General Municipal Law § 3-c.

Section 2. AUTHORITY

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law §3-c, which 
expressly authorizes the City Council to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law 
approved by the Common Council.

Section 3.  TAX LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE

The City of Poughkeepsie Common Council is hereby authorized to override the Tax 
Levy Limit established pursuant to N.Y. General Municipal Law §3-c, for Fiscal Year 2024, and 
to adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2024 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the 
amount otherwise prescribed in N.Y. General Municipal Law §3-c.

Section 4. SEVERABILITY

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this Local Law or the 
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or 
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
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unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, effect or invalidate the 
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision, section or part of this law or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, 
firm, partnership, entity or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order 
or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ___________________________________________. 
 

2. First Read: O-23-XX, Ordinance Regarding Handicapped Signage on South Avenue

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269
OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC”

(O-23-XX)

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK:

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows: 

SECTION 1: §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition

LL-23-XX/R-23-64

Accepted
Defeated
Tabled

Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent
Councilmember Grant Voter
Councilmember Long Voter
Councilmember Flowers Voter
Councilmember Deichler Voter
Councilmember Thompson Voter
Councilmember Johnson Voter
Councilmember Menist Voter
Councilmember Shook Voter
Chairwoman Brown Voter
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Section 13-269 Handicapped parking areas designated.

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 
designated as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose set 
forth in this Article:

SOUTH AVE., West side, beginning 150 feet North of its intersection with Reade PL., and 
continuing North for a distance of 15 feet, for one parking space.

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________:

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold

FIRST READ, NO VOTE TAKEN

A motion was made by Councilmember Thompson and seconded by Councilmember 
Flowers to defer the following items to Corporation Counsel. 

XIII. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

1. FROM MS. MOHSIN ALI, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 31, 2023

2. FROM CHARLES KESSLER, a notice of property damage sustained on August 
15, 2023

3. FROM 400 NELLY RESTAURANT CORP, a 30 Day advance notice of intent to 
obtain a NYS Liquor License.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Councilmember Thompson and seconded by Councilmember 
Flowers to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.

Dated: September 11, 2023

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 
Meeting held on Monday, August 30, 2023.
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Respectfully submitted,
Donna M. DeLuca
Deputy City Chamberlain
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