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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, November 16, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 

the date is Monday, November 16, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, 

State, and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common 

Council will not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council 

meetings (including public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the 

NYS Open Meetings Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, 

will be able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that 

was posted with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later 

date and available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people 

of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, 

means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- All Present (Councilmember L. Johnson arrived after “roll call”)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
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CCM 11-2-2020 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

1. Andres San Milan 

2. Laurie Sandow 
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3. Kris Tal  

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

November is Native American Heritage Month. I like to begin our meetings with an indigenous 

land acknowledgment to honor and respect the many diverse Indigenous peoples still connected 

to the land on which we gather, work, profit from, live, and conduct policy for and on behalf of 
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the true and longest-standing stewards of our land. Here in Poughkeepsie, we are gathered on the 

traditional territory of the Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a 

popular trade route for people of this Nation and other indigenous cultures as is evidenced in the 

earliest derivation of the name ‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-

sing, that, when translated, means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place. 

We are continuing our independent review of the proposed draft 2021 City of Poughkeepsie 

Budget. Last week, on Monday, November 9, we held a special budget hearing to receive a 

presentation and detailed narrative from Commissioner of Finance Dr. Brian Martinez. Thank 

you again to City staff and Department heads for joining us through the presentation and to 

commissioner Martinez for the great presentation. Our legislative review continues. 

A week and a half or so ago, the Bonura organization sued the City of Poughkeepsie, the 

Common Council, and the Industrial Development Agency (IDA) over the resolution 

unanimously passed by the Common Council and relating to the DeLaval property. Through the 

materials that Mr. Bonura has circulated to the press, there are a number of points of 

misinformation that I will correct for the public and the press tonight.  

The resolution was passed to put this parcel back on the map for the City of Poughkeepsie and its 

residents and to move Mr. Bonura to build the project that was agreed upon by him and his father 

with the City of Poughkeepsie years ago on the DeLaval parcel. The project, which was 

supposed to include both commercial buildings and public spaces, should have been commenced 

and completed a long time ago, specifically after the DEC approved the site cleanup in early 

2014. The Common Council’s approval for the land conveyance has been outstanding since 

2010.  

Contrary to what Mr. Bonura is claiming, the resolution did not cancel our agreement to build the 

project and only rescinded that approval of the land conveyance after 45 days, and committed to 

reconvey the land if Mr. Bonura did two things within that period: first- made an application for 

and agreed to a PILOT with the IDA and second-submit an application for site plan approval to 

the Planning Board. Even if these tasks had been accomplished outside of the 45 days, we agreed 

to consider Mr. Bonura’s project along with any other proposals we might get. Nothing in the 

resolution canceled the agreement with Mr. Bonura. The resolution aimed to create an action so 

that Mr. Bonura would get the project moving.  

Mr. Bonura’s main disagreement with us was the request to negotiate a new PILOT with the 

IDA. Two years ago, the city administrator wrote to Mr. Bonura to explain that to move the 

project forward and convey the land to him, he needed to work with the IDA on a new PILOT. 

Our resolution simply reflected this determination, which we agree with. The last PILOT was 

from 2004 and does not reflect any of the current economic realities and does not include Mr. 

Bonura’s extensive development of the waterfront or any of the grants the city has received from 

the state to develop the public promenade and as such, must be renegotiated.  

There are several other inaccuracies and falsehoods in Mr. Bonura’s press statement, however, 

beyond what I have stated above, I will not comment further on the arguments in litigation. 

Regrettably, Mr. Bonura has decided that his only path forward is to sue instead of adhering to 

the avenue that we outlined in our resolution-to complete the development that was contemplated 

and that is long overdue. Our resolution didn’t create this apparent tension, however, was passed 

to get the project moving and with that passage, it seems we have uncovered the very reason the 

development has been stalled out for years.  

There’s a great Panel discussion happening this Thursday, November 19 at 6 pm on Zoom 

entitled “Monuments, Memorials, Markers: In the Museum and the Community: A (Virtual) 

Conversation,” This panel discussion will focus on ways to redress the continuing devastation 

caused by the trans-Atlantic slave trade and institutional racism through monuments, memorials, 
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and markers. Speakers will highlight local initiatives planned by Celebrating the African Spirit 

(CAS), a community organization with a mission to honor the contributions of enslaved Africans 

and their descendants to the building and growth of the City of Poughkeepsie. 

Panelists include CAS co-founders Carmen McGill, Kalimah Karim, and Katherine Hite (Vassar 

Professor of Political Science on the Fredrick Thompson Chair), as well as Frances Lehman 

Loeb Art Center curator Mary-Kay Lombino. In addition, renowned sculptor Vinnie Bagwell, 

who created the new Sojourner Truth statue adjacent to the Walkway Over the Hudson in 

Highland, NY, will discuss that project and reflect on other works that foreground African 

American history. Don’t miss this important conversation! Join here; 

https://vassar.zoom.us/j/94618397881 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve had several instances of increased violence, which have resulted 

in a devastating impact on members of our Police Force, who are thankfully ok and in recovery, 

and members of our community. This is a complex issue that I and all of my colleagues are 

processing and thinking through potential solutions and ways forward.  

Coronavirus cases are on the rise across the country and here in Dutchess County with an 

average of 56 new cases recorded per day on average according to data from the New York 

Times. Health experts were predicting and warning us of the "Second Wave" and now, it's here. 

We now have active outbreaks right in our city of Poughkeepsie community and impacting city 

staff- a situation that we are monitoring along with the administration. I want to wish those who 

have been impacted a speedy recovery. Remember to wear a mask, try not to gather in enclosed 

spaces with more than 10 people, and use extra caution in public areas. It takes all of us to stop 

the spread and this virus is raging. 

 

VI. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print. 

RESOLUTION 

(R20-90) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has received the Mayor’s proposed 2021 budget for the City 

of Poughkeepsie and the budget message from the Mayor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Administrative Code section 14.04 requires that upon 

such receipt, the Common Council shall set a public hearing thereon, giving the public notice of 

at least ten (10) days in the official newspaper; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of setting such public 

hearing; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

https://vassar.zoom.us/j/94618397881?fbclid=IwAR3Q534z5srP_9XCkgouRQyW1a4bBjvMy8v8YwFL--Yd1phI2PFo86AMj-g
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie shall hold a public 

hearing to receive comment from the public concerning the proposed 2020 budget on Monday, 

December 7, 2020 at 5:30 pm and will be held via videoconferencing, (as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law), and the Chamberlain is hereby directed to publish proper notice of the 

above hearing.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 

 
R20-90 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R20-91) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS 

 

WHEREAS, the Finance Commissioner has determined that certain budget adjustments need to 

be made to the 2020 adopted budget to account for a projected cost overrun in the overtime line 

within the city’s Fire Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Finance Commissioner  is desirous of transferring funds from contingency to 

the Fire Department Overtime line in order to account for the anticipated overtime costs which 

exceed the 2020 adopted budget; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Common Council to transfer such funds as recommended by 

the Finance Commissioner; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2020 Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

From: 01.20.7498  Contingency     $180,000 

 

To: 01.10.3410.7115 Fire Department Overtime   $180,000 
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 

 
R20-91 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print. 

 

MOTION 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM, VICE CHAIR BRANNEN, MAJORITY LEADER 

LORRAINE JOHNSON, AND COUNCILMEMBER MENIST: 

 

WHEREAS, Capital Markets Advisors, LLC (CMA) is an independent registered municipal 

advisor serving the financing needs of jurisdictions throughout New York State, the northeastern 

United States and the U.S. Virgin Islands from offices in Long Island, Western New York, the 

Hudson Valley, and New York’s Southern Tier founded in 2002; and 

WHEREAS, CMA’s Strategic Consulting Group’s (SCG) focus is to provide on-site consulting 

services to assist clients to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of their day-to-day 

operations that include review and analysis of municipal budgets; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council has been presented with a proposed 

draft budget for 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council wishes to retain CMA’s SCG to assist 

Council members in their review of the draft City fiscal year 2021 budget in accordance with its 

authority pursuant to the City Charter and the City Administrative Code; and  

WHEREAS, sufficient funds exist in the 2020 Common Council budget for professional 

services to retain CMA for this purpose.  

NOW, THEREFORE 

 

IT IS HEREBY MOVED, AND/OR TO THE EXTENT LEGALLY NECESSARY 

RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council enter into an agreement with 

Capital Market Advisors, LLC (CMA) to engage their Strategic Consulting Group (SCG) to 

conduct a review of the City of Poughkeepsie’s proposed draft 2021 budget and to assist the 

Common Council members in their consideration of that proposed draft budget. 

IT IS HEREBY ALSO MOVED, AND/OR TO THE EXTENT LEGALLY NECESSARY 

RESOLVED that CMA SCG will commence its work on this project during the week of 
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November 16, 2020, and present a first draft of the Analysis to the Common Council within 3-4 

weeks of the proposed start date. 

IT IS HEREBY ALSO MOVED, AND/OR TO THE EXTENT LEGALLY NECESSARY 

RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes the 

Council Member At-Large to execute an agreement dated November 15, 2020 from CMA. 

IT IS HEREBY ALSO MOVED, AND/OR TO THE EXTENT LEGALLY NECESSARY 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the agreement dated November 15, 2020, CMA will be 

compensated in an amount of up to thirty-five thousand ($35,000) dollars, payable within 

fourteen (14) days of the submission of an invoice to the City following the completion of the 

assignment.IT IS HEREBY ALSO MOVED, AND/OR TO THE  

 

EXTENT LEGALLY NECESSARY RESOLVED, that the aforesaid will take effect 

immediately.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 

 
 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Chair Salem and seconded by Councilmember Brannen to 

receive and print. 

 

Chair Salem made a motion to suspend the rules to allow Mr. Zuckerman to speak, 

Councilmember Brannen seconded the motion.  

 

Chair Brannen made a motion to resume the rules, Councilmember McNamara and 

Councilmember Flowers seconded the motion.  

 

ADDENDUM TO THE RETENTION OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF FOR COMMON 

COUNCIL 

 

MOTION 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 

 

It is hereby moved, and/or to the extent legally necessary resolved, that the Common Council of 

the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves an addendum to its September 16, 2020 retainer 

agreement with Lamb & Barnosky, LLP; and 
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It is hereby also moved, and/or to the extent legally necessary resolved, that the Common 

Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes the Council Member-at large to execute 

an addendum to the September 16, 2020 retainer agreement with Lamb & Barnosky, LLP. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNEN 

 
 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM POLICE CHIEF PAPE, a communication regarding an inter-municipal 

agreement with the Town of Poughkeepsie for a joint Emergency Service 

Unit/SWAT Team.  
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2. FROM NEW YORK LIQUOR ASSOCIATES, LLC. a notice of intent for 

Temptation Tapas LLC d/b/a Temptation to obtain a Liquor License.  

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Flowers 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:19 p.m. 

 

Dated: December 16, 2020  

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, November 16, 2020.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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