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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, December 7, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 

the date is Monday, December 7, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, 

State, and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common 

Council will not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council 

meetings (including public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the 

NYS Open Meetings Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, 

will be able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that 

was posted with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later 

date and available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people 

of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, 

means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember McNamara) 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

NONE 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
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NONE 

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

1. John Rath- 154 Mill St. Apt 1 

2. Brian Robinson-143 Montgomery Street 

3. Elijah Appelson  

4. Matthew Brill-Carlat-30 N Clover St #2 

5. Darrett Roberts-Franklin Street 

6. Edgar Rodriguez- 8 Willi Road, New Paltz, NY 12561 

7. Joseph Augulis-114 Jackman Drive, Apt B 

8. Earl Brown- 

9. Alisha Kohn-421 Baker Street 

10.  Laurie Sandow-South Grand Avenue  
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11.  Nicole Oliver  

12.  Matthew Carroll-29 Taylor Ave Apt 2 
 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
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We are continuing our independent review of the proposed draft 2021 City of Poughkeepsie Budget. 

At our last meeting, we entered into a contract with Capital Market Advisors Strategic Consulting 

Group to conduct a budget analysis and review on our behalf and that process is well underway, 

with the Analyst completing rounds of interviews with councilmembers, the city administrator and 

the commissioner of finance, as well as many department heads. This budgetary year presents 

unique issues with historic deficits forecasted due to the travesty wrought by the Coronavirus 

pandemic and so our review requires an even more thorough lens. Contracting with these Strategic 

Consultants will offer us an opportunity to provide a better and more balanced finalized budget for 

our community and taxpayers. Their scope of services could include but is not limited to providing 

an Analysis of budgeted revenues as they relate to historic budgets and actuals including 

departmental income, state aid, and federal aid, and the assertions underlying the revenue source; 

projection of current year revenues, presented with historic actuals and the proposed budget under 

review; as analysis and disclosure of the City’s most vulnerable revenue accounts, and projections 

on the pandemic’s continued effects on revenues and expenditures through the proposed FY 

2021budget year and beyond; they will perform trend analysis, including historic budgets and 

actuals, and projection of current-year expenditures to identify variations between adopted budgets 

and actuals incurred; and they will help us identify budget line items for all potential or 

recommended modifications which will include possible action items, including recommended 

budget amendments, policy changes, changes to the presentation, and/or other possible adjustments 

to the Proposed FY2021 Budget. We’re looking forward to seeing what CMA and their Strategic 

Consultant Group delivers to us.  

Coronavirus cases are rising at an alarming rate here in Dutchess County, with active cases topping 

1,000 as of today. I am SO incredibly thankful that members of city staff previously reported as 

COVID positive, one hospitalized, are on their road to recovery. I am also grateful that Mayor 

Rolison, who tested positive, is feeling better and I wish a speedy recovery to our DPW transfer 

station agent who tested positive most recently. Health experts were predicting and warning us of 

the "Second Wave" and now, it's here. Remember to wear a mask, don’t gather in enclosed spaces 

with more than 10 people, and use extra caution in public areas. It takes all of us to stop the spread 

and to prevent this virus from raging. 

 

 

VI. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Menist made a motion to amend Resolution R20-92 to add additional 

items, Councilmember Brannen seconded the motion.  

 

Councilmember Cherry made a motion to table Resolution R20-92, Councilmember 

Menist seconded the motion.  
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R20-92 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R20-93) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Police Department and Town of Poughkeepsie Police 

Department each maintain established tactical teams, whose members are trained to effectively 

respond to critical incidents;  

 

WHEREAS, the City and the Town Police Departments wish to further develop their 

coordinated tactical responsibilities through a Tactical Team Support Inter-municipal 

Agreement, which could form the basis for the creation of an inter-departmental tactical team in 

the future, and which agreement is a necessary predicate for participating partners to receive 

grants for the development of municipal tactical service programs; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Common Council to approve the annexed inter-municipal 

agreement and to authorize the Mayor or his designee to execute the agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that this resolution constitutes a Type II 

action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 6 NYCRR Park 

617;  

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 

inter-municipal agreement and authorizes the Mayor or his designee to execute such agreement 

in substantially the same for as attached hereto.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

7 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

8 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

9 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

10 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

11 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

12 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

13 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

14 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

15 

 

 
 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 7, 2020  

 

 

16 

 

R20-93 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Brannen made a motion to go into Executive Session, Councilmember 

Cherry seconded the motion.  

 

Councilmember Brannen made a motion to resume the meeting, Councilmember Cherry 

seconded the motion.  

Councilmember Cherry made a motion to table Resolution R20-94 until January 19, 2021, 

Councilmember Flowers seconded the motion.  

 
R20-94 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

First Read:  

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIX, SECTION 19-3.2 OF  

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED ZONING MAP 

(0-20-11) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: That the zoning map established pursuant to Chapter 19, §19-3.2, of the Code of 

Ordinances entitled “Zoning Map” of the City of Poughkeepsie be and same hereby is amended 

to rezone a nine (9) acre vacant parcel of land located on Milton Street known on the tax maps as 

Grid No. 6162-73-623227 from R-2 (Medium Low r Density Residential District) to Planned 

Residential Development. 
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SECTION 2:  That the City Chamberlain be and she hereby is directed to amend the official 

Zoning Map in accordance with this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3:  That the Planning Board of the City of Poughkeepsie as lead agency and under a 

coordinated review has determined that there are no other involved agencies, that the action is an 

unlisted action and upon the short form Environmental Assessment Form and the examination of 

6 N.Y.C.R.R §617.7 of the State Environmental Quality Review Act the attached Negative 

Declaration is adopted because no Negative impacts anticipated will occur by reason of this text 

amendment. 

 

SECTION 4: That the Planning Board has forwarded this request to the Common Council with a 

positive recommendation.  

 

SECTION 5: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER_________________________________________: 
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X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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1. FROM POLICE CHIEF PAPE, a communication regarding a proposed IMA with 

Dutchess County for Procedural Justice Training.  
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2. FROM PLANNING DIRECTOR QUINN, a communication regarding the proposed 

amendment to Chapter 19, Section 19-3.19 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of 

Ordinances entitled, “Central Urban Density Residence District (R-4A)”.  
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3. FROM JOCELYN ECHANDY, a notice of personal injuries sustained on August 23, 

2020. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Flowers 

to adjourn the meeting at 10:37 p.m. 

 

Dated: December 31, 2020 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, December 7, 2020 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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