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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, December 21, 2020 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 

the date is Monday, December 21, 2020, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, 

State, and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common 

Council will not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council 

meetings (including public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the 

NYS Open Meetings Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, 

will be able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that 

was posted with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later 

date and available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people 

of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, 

means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember McNamara) 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
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CCM Minutes 11-16-2020 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

1. Rose Graziano-Moffett  

2. Anotnia 

3. Bill Rubin-18 Eagle Lane 

 

4. Laurie Sandow-South Grand  

 

Tonight, in keeping with Council Chair Salem’s contempt for the public, and constant lawless 

and opaque behavior—something which is equally supported and perpetrated by the silence, 

collusion and cooperation of all remaining council members—we are looking at yet another law-

breaking agenda. Specifically, tonight, I refer to the Motion concerning the PBA [Police 

Benevolent Association] contract. 

 

Additionally, separate from the PBA contract, I—as well as many others—posted my own 

comments opposing the Police Department’s use of military surplus as “Santa’s sleigh”. The 

entire PBA thread—both pro and con, regarding the use of the MRAP [Mine-Resistant Ambush 

Protected] vehicle, developed for battlefield protection against improvised explosive devices—is 

no longer available to the public; it was deleted from the PBA’s Facebook page. I remain 

unalterably opposed to the MRAP’s use in anything other than emergency situations. In the 

deleted thread I suggested that, rather than on Christmas, it might be appropriate to display the 

vehicle at something like a First Responders or Essential Workers Day.  

 

But returning to the Chair’s and the Council’s lawbreaking tonight, Common Council Rule 15.e 

[Rule XV.e], requires that (and I quote): 

“The legislation described below shall be read and laid over until the next meeting of the 

Common Council. This rule shall apply to: “(e) Resolutions appropriating money, amending the 

budget, or approving the execution of contracts, unless consent for its immediate adoption is 

approved by the Finance Committee or by majority vote of the Common Council.” 

 

Why is it that a member of the public has to read the Council its own rules? 
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Why? Because tonight’s lawbreaking is not new, but instead a repeat performance. Council 

Chair Sarah Salem, the exclusive arbiter of what appears or doesn’t appear on Common Council 

agendas, broke the same Rule 15.e. at the last meeting, with an 11th hour agenda surprise 

appropriating $35,000 of taxpayer money, giving the Chair sole power to hire outside consultants 

to review the City’s proposed draft budget for 2021. 

 

Council Rules IV Pt.4 & Pt.5 have been similarly violated by Chair Salem, deleting the Mayor’s 

comments from the Council agenda, as well as three meeting’s worth of public comments. Salem 

violates rules with impunity. The City Charter mandates twice annual Informational Meetings, 

yet Salem has violated that mandate. Councilmembers violate Freedom of Information Law 

(FOIL) all the time. In violation of law, several Councilmembers block access and/or block 

comment to their Facebook pages and other social media. Nearly every Councilmember has a 

track record of non-responsiveness and/or flat-out lies in response to Freedom of Information 

requests. Sarah Salem, for example, recently fraudulently claimed the existence of a document. 

When asked to produce the non-existent document, Salem claimed its contents were protected. 

Salem continues the cover-up by refusing to release it even to the City’s FOIL appeals officer. 

Agenda items are constantly added and deleted without notice, or without adequate description 

and documentation, as is the case tonight with Councilmember Lorraine Johnson’s 

communication regarding an unidentified parking lot. The Milton Street project will go through 

tonight, despite Councilmembers Salem, Brannen and Menist undermining the protection of the 

Fallkill that would have been in place if their self-created LWRP committee [Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Program] was not stalling waterfront revitalization. That self-created Council 

LWRP operates in secrecy, effectively hindering and undermining the work of the city’s duly 

constituted Waterfront Advisory Committee. 

 

In this City, the reality is that decisions on every level are made behind closed doors, and by 

breaking laws under cover of darkness and cover of pandemic. With only three minutes to speak 

every two weeks, there is little that the public can address, and the Council’s own track record is 

that they are desperate to make commenting so frustrating and futile that residents will finally 

walk away and cease attempts to remain informed and engaged in the life and welfare of this 

city. 

5. Brian Robinson  

6. Anita Cillio 

7. Kris Tal  

8. Eddie Rizzo  

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

We passed a budget! Unanimously, under the tax cap and one that maintains all essential 

services. Again, I want to thank the Mayor, City Administrator, Commissioner of Finance, and 

all city Department Heads for their work to deliver this budget to us for our review on time. This 

budgetary year presents unique issues with historic deficits forecasted due to the travesty 

wrought by the Coronavirus pandemic and so our review requires an even more thorough lens. 

With that, and even through the passage of our budget- prior to the year’s end-, we are in 

contract with Capital Market Advisors Strategic Consulting Group to conduct a budget analysis 

and review. Their analysis will provide us with needed insight into ways we can, if needed, make 

adjustments throughout the year as our fiscal outlook unfolds and we are able to gather more 

information as to whether or not we will see federal aid. Although it seems a federal stimulus 
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package will pass by tomorrow- it’s still not clear how much money will be going to localities, 

though there is money in that package for cities. We will see, and we are ready to adapt as 

needed. 

I want to thank the Department of Public works for their storm response and snow removal from 

sidewalks and the streets- I know the work isn’t done but I appreciate the ongoing efforts to 

ensure motorists and pedestrians are able to navigate the streets.  

Coronavirus cases are continuing to rise at an alarming rate here in Dutchess County. Remember 

to wear a mask, don’t gather in enclosed spaces with more than 10 people, and use extra caution 

in public areas. It takes all of us to stop the spread. As a reminder, Coronavirus resources, 

contact tracing, and testing are available on cityofpoughkeepsie.com as well as resources to help 

with other issues relating to financial hardship resulting in difficulty getting food, maintaining 

housing, and keeping up with your bills. 

Happy Holidays to those of you who have just celebrated Hanukah, the Winter Solstice is today, 

Christmas this Friday, Kwanza and boxing day on Saturday, and the NEW YEAR on the way. I 
hope everyone is able to find joy and peace in the season.  

VI. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R20-92) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSA AND CHAIR SALEM 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5.02 of the Charter of the City of Poughkeepsie, the 

Mayor has presented the 2021-2025 Capital Projects Program to the Common Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council held its public hearing concerning the 2021-2025 Capital 

Projects Program on November 16, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Capital Projects Program is considered a planning document for the City’s 

anticipated Capital Projects needs for the ensuing five-year period, and as such, the Program may 

be amended from time to time before a particular Capital Project is implemented and final project 

approval will be made as sources of funds are identified; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2021-2025 Capital Projects Program budget annexed hereto is 

hereby approved by the Common Council subject to such amendments as may be deemed 

necessary and/or advisable, and also subject to such further approvals as may be required by law. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN  
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R20-92 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM ROSE HARVEY, FINANCE COMMISSIONER MARTINEZ AND CITY 

ADMINISTRATOR NELSON, OF NEW YORK CITY PARKS, a presentation on an 

over view of the Pershing Project.  

 

2. FROM COUNCILMEMBER MENIST, a communication regarding the Poughkeepsie 

ETHICS Act. 

 

LOCAL LAW No. X of 2020 

THE POUGHKEEPSIE EMERGENCY TENANT HOUSING, AND INCLUSIONARY 

CONSTRUCTION STRATEGY ACT OF 2020 

(Poughkeepsie ETHICS Act) (LL 20-XX) 

 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST: 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused immense damage to the local Poughkeepsie 

economy, and has led to the loss of income for thousands of Poughkeepsie residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the housing market in the City of Poughkeepsie 

was already experiencing an extremely low vacancy rate as of the most recent housing study 

conducted by Dutchess County in 2016, causing upward pressure on rent prices; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of New York issued Executive Order Number 202, 

declaring a State disaster emergency for the entire State of New York;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED,  

(1) all applicants requesting site plan approval with the City of Poughkeepsie Planning board and 

who wish to newly construct or significantly rehabilitate multifamily residential development 

in excess of 5 units, anywhere within the city of Poughkeepsie, shall comply with the 

following requirements: 

a. A minimum of 10% of units shall be designated affordable housing, defined as 60% 

Area Median Income, based on current Dutchess County statistics with adjustment for 

family size and shall be updated to the most recent statistics at the time of the 

applicant’s submission to the Planning Board. 
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b. The 10% minimum shall constitute no less than 1 unit per development in excess of 5 

units. 

c. The cost of these affordable housing units shall be calculated as to not exceed 30% of 

a household’s income and will be verified by the City of Poughkeepsie on an annual 

basis.  

d. The definition for “significantly rehabilitated” shall mean any rehabilitation of a 

multifamily residential unit building in which the rehabilitation will result in an 

increased market value in excess of 50%. 

e. a. The City shall be authorized to implement such policy and procedures necessary 

to carry out the intent of this Local Law, but which are not inconsistent with this 

Local Law. 

(2) This local law shall take effect January 1, 2021 and be applicable to any application for the 

construction or significant rehabilitation of residential units submitted to the City on or after 

its effective date. 

(3) This article will remain in effect for three years and will sunset on December 31, 2023. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ____________________________________. 

 

3. FROM TEMARIS EVANS, a notice of personal injury sustained April 2020. Referred 

to Corporation Counsel.  
 

4. FROM DEBRA AND FRANK MCGARVEY, a notice or property damage sustained 

on November 13, 2020. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Flowers 

to adjourn the meeting at 10:37 p.m. 

 

Dated: January 6, 2021 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, December 21, 2020 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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