
Official Minutes of the Public Hearing of December 18, 2023 for the purpose of receiving comments 
on the proposed local law amending Chapter 9 “Garbage, Trash & Weeds Article V “Solid Waste 

Management, “Section 9-68 “Solid Waste Collection Fees,” Subsection (E) “Exemptions” 

 

 
THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Monday, December 18, 2023 6:00 pm       Common Council Chambers 
 
Welcome to the scheduled meeting of the Public Hearing in the City of Poughkeepsie. The date 
is December 18, 2023, and the time is 6:12 pm.  
  
THIS HEARING IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING COMMENTS ON THE proposed 
local law amending Chapter 9 “Garbage, Trash & Weeds,” Article V “Solid Waste Management, 
“Section 9-68 “Solid Waste Collection Fees,” Subsection (E) “Exemptions” 
 
Chairwoman Brown called the meeting to order at 6:12 pm. 

I. WELCOME 
 

II. ROLL CALL: 6 present, 3 absent (Absent: Councilmembers Grant, Johnson and  
Menist) 
 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Five (5) minutes per person public comment. 
1. Nicholas Kalogris – 14 Maryland Ave / For the Many 
2. Laurie Sandow – S.Grand Ave.* 

* Submitted Written Comments 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Thompson and seconded by 
Councilmember Deichler 

IV. ADJOURNMENT:  
Chairwoman Brown closed the Public Hearing at 6:17pm 

Dated: December 22, 2023 
 
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Public Hearing 
held on December 18, 2023.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna M. DeLuca 
Deputy City Chamberlain 



Laurie Sandow public hearing comments: Solid Waste Management 
c/PK Common Council meeting, December 18, 2023 
 
Somehow, my comments were rendered inaudible on the Common Council Chamber’s 
microphones and on the webcast. How and why is that? 
https://totalwebcasting.com/view/?func=VIEW&id=cop&date=2023-12-18&seq=1 
 
I have nothing to say except that I’m not paid to be a councilmember or to do the Council’s 
work. Time and again this Council holds so-called public hearings where Council members 
themselves have entered absolutely nothing of their own knowledge or opinion on the 
public record. Look around and you will see that half the Council doesn’t even show up for 
this or other public hearings, basically flipping the bird to the public.  
 
How is it that members of the public are expected to take the time to comment, or even 
know that there’s a public hearing, when the notice to hold tonight’s public hearing was 
passed by consent agenda at the Council’s December 4, 2023 meeting, with all consent 
agenda items never spoken out loud and into the record? Did a single Councilmember make 
their own effort to circulate information to their constituents about tonight’s public hearing, 
and the following Council meeting? 
 
Does this Council think that every person in this City knows where and how to access these 
documents on the City website, and owns the necessary device to do so? There are members 
of this Council who’ve shown that they don’t even know where and how to access these 
documents, even though they’re given, and gladly collect an allowance for their use digital 
devices. This is what constantly passes for business as usual in the City of Poughkeepsie, 
which is both ridiculous and completely unacceptable. 
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