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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, January 4, 2021 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council Meeting was conducted using videoconferencing, as permitted by the NYS 

Open Meetings Law.  

 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 

the date is Monday, January 4, 2021, and the time is 6:30 pm.  

  

Effective immediately and based upon notices and health advisories issued by Federal, 

State, and Local officials related to the Coronavirus, the City of Poughkeepsie Common 

Council will not hold in-person meetings. Until further notice, all future City Council 

meetings (including public hearings) will be held via videoconferencing, as permitted by the 

NYS Open Meetings Law.  
 

Due to public health and safety concerns, the public will not be permitted to attend at the 

remote locations where the City Council members will be situated. The public, however, 

will be able to fully observe the video conference meeting by using the registration link that 

was posted with our meeting notice and the meeting will be available for viewing at a later 

date and available on our website.   
 

I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the 

Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people 

of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name 

‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated, 

means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.  

 
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.  

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- All Present  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
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CCM Minutes 12-7-2020 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

1. Laurie Sandow-South Grand  

 

2. Brian Robinson  

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

VI. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:  

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 
(R21-09) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Assessment Review are appointed by the 
Common Council pursuant to the City Charter §5.02(1) and the Section 523 of the New 
York Real Property Tax Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, member Ken Stickle has previously served on the Board of Assessment 
Review and has expressed an interest in continued service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Assessment has recommended the reappointment of 
Ken Stickle as a member of the Board of Assessment Review; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie does hereby 
re-appoint Ken Stickle to the Board of Assessment Review for a term of five (5) years 
commencing on October 1, 2020 and expiring September 30, 2025. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 
 
R21-09 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

(R21-10) 
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INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie recognizes and supports the importance of revitalizing 

the Main Street Corridor for the economic and social well-being of its residents, businesses, and 

visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) is 

making available funds to assist New York communities in Main Street/Downtown revitalization 

efforts under its  New York Main Street Grant Program- Downtown Anchor Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kirchner Realty, Inc. and Nubian Directions II, Inc. have partnered to submit an 

application for $500,000, which grant would be used toward the redevelopment of the former Up 

To Date Building located at 278 Main Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, such funds are available for façade improvements, building renovations, and 

streetscape improvements subject to approvals  and permits issued by the City of Poughkeepsie 

as may be required; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the city believes both applications, if approved, would have a positive impact on 

the community and meet the grant program criteria; and, 

 

WHEREAS, any local match would be provided by the applicants and there is no monetary 

obligation placed on the City of Poughkeepsie; and,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie wholeheartedly support 

and endorses the application of Kirchner Realty Inc. & Nubian Direction II, Inc. to the New 

York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal for a grant under the New York Main 

Street Program- Downtown Anchor Project. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER L. JOHNSON 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

6 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

7 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

8 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

9 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

10 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

11 

 

 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

12 

 

 
 



  Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 4, 2021   

 

 

13 

 

R21-10 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print.  

 

RESOLUTION 

(R21-11) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM AND COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie recognizes and supports the importance of revitalizing 

the Main Street Corridor for the economic and social well-being of its residents, businesses, and 

visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) is 

making available funds to assist New York communities in Main Street/Downtown revitalization 

efforts under its  New York Main Street Grant Program- Downtown Anchor Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, Family Services, Inc. intends to submit an application for financial assistance to 

continue improvements to the Family Partnership Center located at 29 North Hamilton Street, 

including sidewalk and pavement replacement and utility relocation in an effort to add to the 

accessibility and safety of the building and support the sustainability of the organization and 

programming it hosts; and   

 

WHEREAS, such funds are available for façade improvements, building renovations, and 

streetscape improvements subject to approvals  and permits issued by the City of Poughkeepsie 

as may be required; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the city believes both applications, if approved, would have a positive impact on 

the community and meet the grant program criteria; and, 

 

WHEREAS, any local match would be provided by the applicants and there is no monetary 

obligation placed on the City of Poughkeepsie; and,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie wholeheartedly support 

and endorses the application of Family Services Inc. to the New York State Division of Housing 

and Community Renewal for a grant under the New York Main Street Program- Downtown 

Anchor Project. 
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER L. JOHNSON  
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R21-11 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember 

L. Johnson to receive and print.  

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R21-12) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR SALEM 

 

WHEREAS, General Municipal Law Section 119-o authorizes municipal corporations to enter 

into agreements for the performance among themselves or one for the other in their respective 

functions, powers and duties on an individual, cooperative, joint or contract basis; and  

 

WHEREAS, through Dutchess County’s Police Reform and Modernization Collaborative the 

County is working with local municipalities toward enacting broad based police reform; and  

 

WHEREAS, part of that reform includes providing police officers with training on Procedural 

Justice and Implicit Bias;  

  

WHEREAS, a countywide training initiative is being implemented to provide all Dutchess 

County police agencies with the opportunity to provide their officers with this training; and 

 

WHEREAS, Lieutenant McCarthy and Lieutenant Zeltman, of the City of Poughkeepsie Police 

Department, are master level instructors in both Procedural Justice and Implicit Bias training 

who have developed curriculum which is currently being implemented by the New York State 

Division of Criminal Justice Services into their Principled Policing Implicit Bias training 

program; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dutchess County is desirous of contracting with the City of Poughkeepsie whereby 

these members of the City of Poughkeepsie Police Department will provide instruction on 

Procedural Justice and Implicit Bias to other local police agencies, and as consideration for such 

services Dutchess County shall pay the City of Poughkeepsie up to $50,000 based on incurred 

overtime; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 

proposed inter-municipal agreement and authorizes the Mayor or his designee to execute such 

agreement in substantially the same for as attached hereto.  
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN 
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R21-12 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Flowers Voter     

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Menist Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Brannen  Voter    

Chair Salem  Voter    
 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember Flowers 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:58 p.m. 

 

Dated: January 11, 2021 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, January 4, 2021 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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