
        
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024 

Common Council Chambers 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Public Hearing on the proposed introductory Local Law Amending the Zoning Code to 

provide for a definition for “Warehouse” 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 Public Hearing for the purpose of receiving comments concerning the designation of 124 Smith 

St and 63 Cottage St as local historic landmarks. 
 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 
 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
 
Common Council Public Hearing -Senior Tax Exemptions – April 2, 2024 
Common Council Meeting –April 2, 2024 

 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 
agenda.  

 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

1. FROM DUTCHESS COUNTY, a presentation on the Columbus Drive/ 
Eastbound Arterial Engineering Study.  
 

2. FROM ARLETTE MURRAIN, a presentation about the Advancing Black 
Home Ownership Strategic Advisory Committee (Habitat for Humanity) 

 
3. FROM THE “COLLECTIVE FOR COMMUNITY, CULTURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT”, a presentation on the City of Poughkeepsie Vacancy Study 
 

4. FROM JACQUELINE ALOIS, a notice of property damage sustained on 
March 7, 2024. 
 

5. FROM JOHN STEVENSKY, a notice of property damage sustained on March 
25, 2024. 

 
V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public 

comment on any agenda and non-agenda item.  
 
 



VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
 
 

VII. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 
 

VIII. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

IX. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

X. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  
 

1. R-24-30, Resolution Supporting Dutchess County Transportation Council Traffic 
Studies  

2. R-24-31, Resolution Appointing Dr. Eric Bradford to the Board of Assessment 
Review 

3. R-24-32, Resolution Scheduling a Public Hearing on Opting into the Emergency 
Tenant Protection Act (ETPA)  

 
XI. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 
1. LL-24-06, Local Law Amending Section 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the 

City of Poughkeepsie Entitled, “TAXES – PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED; 
CONDITIONS” 

 
 
ACTION AGENDA: 
 

XII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:   
 

XIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:    
 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

info@collectiveforcce.com 
collectiveforcce.com 

City of Poughkeepsie, NY: Housing Vacancy Rate Analysis - Brief for the Common Council 

 

The Collective for Community, Culture and Environment (CCCE) conducted an analysis of the 

City of Poughkeepsie’s Housing Vacancy Rate for buildings that were completed prior to 

January 1, 1974, and contain at least six (6) dwelling units. The study as detailed below found a 

vacancy rate of 3.96% on November 1, 2023. Since the vacancy rate for these properties is less 

than 5%, pursuant to the NYS Emergency Tenant Protection Act they are eligible for the City of 

Poughkeepsie to consider declaring a housing emergency.  

The study was based on the same methodology used by CCCE in the Village of Ossining ETPA 

study in 2018, using the US Census Bureau’s definition for housing vacancy rate. Vacant 

housing units are those that are available for rent and not those that are vacant due to cleaning 

and construction, such as painting, repairs, and renovation, or being used for storage. Housing 

Vacancy Rate was calculated by dividing the number of vacant units available for rent on a 

specific date (November 1, 2023) by the total number of units. Total number of units used to 

compute the vacancy rate is equal to the sum of vacant units available for rent and occupied 

units. Units vacant due to cleaning/painting/repairs were subtracted from the total number of 

units as well as vacant units in that property. Subsidized housing was not considered to be 

eligible for the study. 

Before the surveys started, on November 4, 2023, the City of Poughkeepsie sent a letter 

introducing the housing vacancy study and the CCCE to all eligible owners or their 

representatives. The letter advised them to respond to the survey by the deadline and that failing 

to do so would result in their property being counted as having zero vacancy.  

The vacancy analysis was based on information obtained primarily from the owners, managers, 

or superintendents of the buildings, using a three-pronged approach that included mail surveys, 

an on-site observation, and a phone survey. Members of the CCCE, with the assistance of 

students from Vassar College’s Urban Studies program and Pratt Institute’s Graduate Center for 

Planning and the Environment, conducted the study.  

Summary Table: Vacancy Status of Properties Included in the Vacancy Rate Analysis 

Properties Included in the Study 112 

Total number of responses 68 

Response Rate 61% 

Total number of units included in study 1494 

Total number of units reported to be vacant on 11/1/2023 88 

Total number of vacant rental housing units unavailable for rent on 11/1/2023 30 
Total number of vacant rental housing units available for rent on 11/1/2023 

(TVH) 58 

Total number of units - Number of units not available for rent = TRH 1464 

Housing Vacancy Rate (TVH/TRH) 3.96% 
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April 3, 2024 
 
City of Poughkeepsie, NY 
62 Civic Center Plaza 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
Attn: Joseph Donat 

 
 
Dear Mr. Donat, 

 
The Collective for Community, Culture and Environment is 
pleased to submit to the City of Poughkeepsie its Report on the 
Housing Vacancy Rate Analysis for residential properties in the 
City with six or more units that were built before January 1, 1974. 
The CCCE Housing Vacancy Study conducted primarily in 
November – December 2023 found a vacancy rate of 3.96% for 
these properties. 

 
The attached report contains a review of the process and 
the methodology used to conduct the study, and our 
findings, including tables and maps describing these 
findings in detail. 

 
Please let us know if you have any questions on this material. 
As per our discussion, we are planning to make a presentation 
of this work to the Common Council. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to work with the City 
of Poughkeepsie on this important topic.  

 
Sincerely, 

 

Evren Uzer, 
On behalf of the CCCE Project team 
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CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE: HOUSING VACANCY RATE ANALYSIS REPORT 
  
Introduction 
  
The Collective for Community, Culture and Environment (CCCE) entered into a contract with the 
City of Poughkeepsie to conduct an analysis of the Cit\¶s Housing Vacancy Rate on October 9, 
2023. 
  
The project sought to determine the housing vacancy rate in buildings that were completed prior to 
January 1, 1974, and contain at least six (6) dwelling units. Subsidized housing was not considered 
to be eligible for the study. The vacancy rate analysis can be used by the City of Poughkeepsie to 
determine whether a housing emergency as defined by the NYS Emergency Tenant Protection Act 
(ETPA) exists for this class of buildings.  
  
The project commenced when the addresses of record for each property that met the specific criteria 
were received by CCCE from the City of Poughkeepsie on October 30, 2023. While waiting for the 
address data, the CCCE team prepared the survey instruments, translated them into Spanish, and 
hired students to assist with the on-site observations. Members of the CCCE, with the assistance of 
students from Vassar College¶s Urban Studies program and Pratt Institute¶s Graduate Center for 
Planning and the Environment, conducted the study. 

Methodology and Process 

The study was based on the same methodology used by CCCE in the Village of Ossining ETPA 
study in 2018. It uses the US Census Bureau¶s definition for housing vacanc\ rate. Vacant housing 
units are those that are available for rent and not those that are vacant due to cleaning and 
construction, such as painting, repairs, and renovation, or being used for storage.  
 
Housing Vacancy Rate is calculated by dividing the number of vacant rental housing units available 
for rent on a specific date by the total number of rental housing units.  Total number of rental 
housing units used to compute the vacancy rate is equal to the sum of the vacant housing units 
available for rent and occupied housing units.  
 
To provide a uniform baseline for the study, all eligible properties were asked to report the number 
of vacant rental housing units that were available for rent on November 1, 2023. When 
owners/property managers reported that rental housing units were vacant due to 
cleaning/painting/repairs to get them ready for renting or were undergoing renovations, these were 
noted as ³Vacant Rental Housing Units Unavailable for rent´. In such cases, the vacancy rate was 
calculated by deducting the ³Vacant Rental Housing Units Unavailable for rent´ from the total 
number of rental housing units as well as total number of vacant rental housing units in that 
property. Non-responses were counted as zero vacancy. 
 

𝑻࢚࢕𝒂𝒍 𝑹𝒆࢚࢔𝒂𝒍 𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑼࢔𝒊࢚࢙ െ 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢚࢔ 𝑹𝒆࢚࢔𝒂𝒍 𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑼࢔𝒊࢚࢙ 𝑼࢔𝒂࢜𝒂𝒊𝒍𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒆 𝒇࢘࢕ ࢘𝒆࢚࢔ 
ൌ 𝑻࢚࢕𝒂𝒍 𝑹𝒆࢚࢔𝒂𝒍 𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑼࢔𝒊࢚࢙ 𝒇࢘࢕ 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢔𝒄࢟ 𝑹𝒂࢚𝒆 ሺ𝑻𝑹𝑯ሻ  
 

𝑻࢚࢕𝒂𝒍 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢚࢔ 𝑹𝒆࢚࢔𝒂𝒍 𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑼࢔𝒊࢚࢙ െ 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢚࢔ 𝑹𝒆࢚࢔𝒂𝒍 𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑼࢔𝒊࢚࢙ 𝑼࢔𝒂࢜𝒂𝒊𝒍𝒂𝒃𝒍𝒆 𝒇࢘࢕ ࢘𝒆࢚࢔  
ൌ 𝑻࢚࢕𝒂𝒍 𝑬𝒍𝒊𝒈𝒊𝒃𝒍𝒆 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢔𝒄𝒊𝒆࢙ ሺ𝑻𝑽𝑯ሻ  
 

𝑯࢙࢛࢕𝒊࢔𝒈 𝑽𝒂𝒄𝒂࢔𝒄࢟ 𝑹𝒂࢚𝒆 ൌ 𝑻𝑽𝑯/𝑻𝑹𝑯 
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The study of the vacancies in the subject buildings was based on information obtained primarily 
from the owners, managers, or superintendents of the buildings, using a three-pronged approach that 
included mail surveys, an on-site observation, and a phone survey. 
 
Before the surveys started, on November 4, 2023, the City of Poughkeepsie sent a letter introducing 
the housing vacancy study and the CCCE to all eligible owners or their representatives. The letter 
advised them to respond to the survey by the deadline and that failing to do so would result in their 
property being counted as having zero vacancy. 
 
First component of the study was to contact the owners by mail. As noted above, the universe for 
this study was the total number of residential units in buildings that were completed prior to January 
1, 1974 and contain at least six (6) dwelling units. Addresses of record for properties that fit these 
specifications were obtained from the City of Poughkeepsie¶s Ta[ Assessor¶s Office and mapped b\ 
location. 
 
A survey with a cover letter was sent by certified mail to all properties on November 6, 2023, with a 
response deadline of November 17, 2023. The letters requested a response regarding the number of 
vacant units that were available for rent on November 1, 2023. Responses could be sent either by 
mail, e-mail or by filling out an online survey form. The letter stated that a non-response would be 
counted as zero vacancy. The same survey and cover letter was sent again by regular mail on 
November 20, 2023, to properties where it was not clear if they had received the certified mailing, 
with a response deadline of December 8, 2023. This letter also stated that a non-response would be 
counted as zero vacancy. Mail deliveries and returns were noted for all properties.  
 
The second component of the study, on-site observations, were conducted on November 10-11, 
2023. They entailed an external visual inspection of eligible properties to note signs of occupancy 
or construction, During the field visits, CCCE members, accompanied by graduate and 
undergraduate students, also talked to the building superintendent, if available, or tenants to obtain 
information on vacancies. An additional on-site observation survey of several buildings was 
conducted on December 1-2, 2023, to clarify some issues with individual buildings. Six students 
(four from Vassar College, two from Pratt Institute) assisted with this phase.  
 
The third component of the study was a phone survey to get the information from eligible buildings 
for vacant rental housing units that were available on November 1, 2023. Phone calls were made to 
those who had not yet responded or to clarify information from those who had already 
responded. This phase was significantly delayed as the City of Poughkeepsie could not provide any 
phone numbers for eligible properties, and additional research had to be conducted to find the 
numbers. Phone calls were made to all properties where we had phone numbers starting on 
December 7, 2023 and gave a deadline for response by December 18, 2023. Each property was 
called at least 2-3 times and messages were left. In our phone conversation and messages, team 
members identified themselves and stated the reason for the inquiry as the conduct of a Housing 
Vacancy Study for the City of Poughkeepsie. Responses were accepted until December 23, 2023. 
  
Further, in cases of small discrepancies between the total number of units indicated by the owner 
and the Tax Assessor¶s information, the information was cross-checked with the Tax Assessor¶s 
office and the Buildings Department. The final calculations were based on the final unit count 
provided by them. The residential and commercial unit count for some of the buildings also had to 
be checked so that the number of commercial units could be excluded from vacancy calculations. 
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Finally, when responses were not clear regarding vacancies due to discrepancies or were very 
divergent from the average information reported by most owners/representatives, a final survey 
mailing was sent to 10 property owners/managers (some with multiple properties) on January 25, 
2024, requesting the same response as all other survey letters sent earlier. This letter indicated that 
commercial units should not be included in the total unit count, vacancy information should be 
provided for rental housing units only, and that no response would indicate zero vacancy. This letter 
also informed the recipient of Senate Bill S1684A which had been signed into law by the Governor 
on December 8, 2023. The response deadline for this survey was February 2, 2024, and responses 
were accepted until February 8, 2024.  
 
Findings 
The final survey included 112 properties with 1,494 units. The response rate was 61%. 
 
Subsidized units (965) that were on the initial list that we received from the Tax Assessor were 
exempted from the analysis. 
 
The overall vacancy rate for buildings that were completed prior to January 1, 1974, and contain at 
least six (6) dwelling units in the City of Poughkeepsie is 3.96%.  

Table 1. Summary of Vacancy Status of Properties Included in the Vacancy Rate Analysis 
SUMMARY TABLE   
    
Properties Included in the Study 112 
Total number of responses 68 
Response Rate 61% 
    
Total number of rental housing units included in study 1494 
Total number of rental housing units reported to be vacant on 11/1/2023 88 

Total number of vacant rental housing units unavailable for rent on 11/1/2023 30 
Total number of vacant rental housing units available for rent on 11/1/2023 
(TVH) 58 

Total number of rental housing units - Number of rental housing units 
unavailable for rent = TRH 1464 
  
Housing Vacancy Rate (TVH/TRH) 3.96% 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the City of Poughkeepsie Housing Vacancy Analysis conducted by CCCE primarily 
in November and December 2023 as detailed above found a vacancy rate of 3.96% on November 1, 
2023, for the properties built before 1974 and containing at least 6 units. Pursuant to the NYS 
Emergency Tenant Protection Act because the vacancy rate for these properties is less than 5%, 
they are eligible for the City of Poughkeepsie to consider declaring a housing emergency. 
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Map 1 - Spatial distribution of properties included in the vacancy analysis 
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APPENDIX A 

Eligible Properties with Vacancy Information 
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Year 
Built Property Address 

Total 
No. of 
Units 

No. of 
vacant 
units 

11/1/2023 

No. of 
vacant 

units not 
available 
for rent 

11/1/2023 

Total units 
for vacancy 

count 
(TRH) 

Total vacant 
units 

available for 
rent 

11/1/2023 
(TVH) 

Vacancy 
rate 

1900 60 Academy 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1920 69 Academy 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 

1912 76 Academy 14 0 0 14 0 0.00% 
1958 166 Academy 36 1 0 36 1 2.78% 
1936 24 Barclay 14 0 0 14 0 0.00% 
1925 80 N. Bridge 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1890 97 N. Bridge 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1950 48 Cannon 9 3 0 9 3 33.33% 
1922 120 Cannon 14 1 1 13 0 0.00% 
1920 137 Cannon 6 2 0 6 2 33.33% 
1922 55 Carroll 24 7 7 17 0 0.00% 
1922 60 Carroll 25 3 0 25 3 12.00% 
1931 76 Carroll 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1922 82 Carroll 19 7 0 19 7 36.84% 
1910 64-66 Catharine 6 2 0 6 2 33.33% 
1900 398 Church 14 6 0 14 6 42.86% 
1950 400 Church 12 4 4 8 0 0.00% 
1920 45 N. Clinton 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1910 51 N. Clinton 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1920 4 S. Clinton 7 2 2 5 0 0.00% 
1900 45 S. Clinton 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1900 3 College 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1920 20-24 Cottage 9 0 0 9 0 0.00% 
1920 12 Delano 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1922 1 Flannery 292 0 0 292 0 0.00% 
1968 31 Forbus 44 2 2 42 0 0.00% 
1905 32 Forbus 6 1 1 5 0 0.00% 
1925 1 Fountain 13 0 0 13 0 0.00% 
1900 120 Franklin 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1905 132 Franklin 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1922 138 Franklin 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1920 77 Garden 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1910 78-80 Garden 7 1 0 7 1 14.29% 
1920 79 Garden 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 46 N. Hamilton 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
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Year 
Built Property Address 

Total 
No. of 
Units 

No. of 
vacant 
units 

11/1/2023 

No. of 
vacant 

units not 
available 
for rent 

11/1/2023 

Total units 
for vacancy 

count 
(TRH) 

Total vacant 
units 

available for 
rent 

11/1/2023 
(TVH) 

Vacancy 
rate 

1900 19 S. Hamilton 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1900 37 S. Hamilton 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1890 51 S. Hamilton 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1900 57-65 S. Hamilton 24 2 0 24 2 8.33% 
1927 82 S. Hamilton 27 0 0 27 0 0.00% 
1890 89 S. Hamilton 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1922 91 S. Hamilton 24 3 3 21 0 0.00% 
1963 94-96 S. Hamilton 51 0 0 51 0 0.00% 
1920 101 S. Hamilton 11 0 0 11 0 0.00% 
1927 25 Hammersley 13 2 0 13 2 15.38% 
1900 28 Hooker 6 2 1 5 1 20.00% 
1905 43 Hooker 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1915 51 Hooker 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1900 130 Hooker 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1890 8 Jewett 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1880 7 Lafayette 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1930 22 Lexington 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 34 Lincoln 7 2 0 7 2 28.57% 
1920 194 Main 14 0 0 14 0 0.00% 
1900 202-204 Main 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1920 220 Main 10 0 0 10 0 0.00% 
1872 303-307 Main 8 2 2 6 0 0.00% 

1872 309 Main 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1900 403 Main 6 2 0 6 2 33.33% 
1900 453 Main 17 0 0 17 0 0.00% 
1880 458-460 Main 6 1 1 5 0 0.00% 
1900 464 Main 12 0 0 12 0 0.00% 
1880 468 Main 12 3 0 12 3 25.00% 
1900 521 Main 32 0 0 32 0 0.00% 
1900 548 Main 10 0 0 10 0 0.00% 
1900 550 Main 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1926 558 Main 28 0 0 28 0 0.00% 
1923 559 Main 14 0 0 14 0 0.00% 
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Year 
Built Property Address 

Total 
No. of 
Units 

No. of 
vacant 
units 

11/1/2023 

No. of 
vacant 

units not 
available 
for rent 

11/1/2023 

Total units 
for vacancy 

count 
(TRH) 

Total vacant 
units 

available for 
rent 

11/1/2023 
(TVH) 

Vacancy 
rate 

1915 566 Main 13 0 0 13 0 0.00% 
1930 637 Main 8 1 0 8 1 12.50% 
1920 639 Main 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1925 641 Main 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1924 691 Main 13 0 0 13 0 0.00% 
1900 699 Main 11 0 0 11 0 0.00% 
1922 704-706 Main 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 144 Mansion 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1910 146-148 Mansion 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 169 Mansion 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1920 171 Mansion 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1910 182 Mansion 6 3 0 6 3 50.00% 
1920 242 Mansion 6 1 1 5 0 0.00% 
1920 254 Mansion 6 2 1 5 1 20.00% 
1886 154 Mill 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1932 174 Mill 11 0 0 11 0 0.00% 
1900 197 Mill 24 0 0 24 0 0.00% 
1900 211 Mill 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1900 217-219 Mill 8 1 1 7 0 0.00% 
1900 267 Mill 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1900 320-322 Mill 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1900 98 Montgomery 6 1 1 5 0 0.00% 
1920 145 Montgomery 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1900 58 Noxon 12 4 0 12 4 33.33% 
1855 2 Parker 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1900 56 Pershing 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1932 2 Roosevelt 14 0 0 14 0 0.00% 
1932 4 Roosevelt 13 0 0 13 0 0.00% 
1870 2 Rose 7 0 0 7 0 0.00% 
1900 21 Smith 8 2 2 6 0 0.00% 
1890 54-58 Smith 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 6 State 7 1 0 7 1 14.29% 
1940 7 Suncrest 22 0 0 22 0 0.00% 
1920 140 Union 6 1 0 6 1 16.67% 
1920 144 Union 6 2 0 6 2 33.33% 
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Year 
Built Property Address 

Total 
No. of 
Units 

No. of 
vacant 
units 

11/1/2023 

No. of 
vacant 

units not 
available 
for rent 

11/1/2023 

Total units 
for vacancy 

count 
(TRH) 

Total vacant 
units 

available for 
rent 

11/1/2023 
(TVH) 

Vacancy 
rate 

1912 160 Union 39 3 0 39 3 7.69% 
1880 166 Union 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1920 187/189 Union 10 0 0 10 0 0.00% 
1928 43 Verazzano 9 0 0 9 0 0.00% 
1954 67 Verazzano 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1938 7-9 S. White 8 0 0 8 0 0.00% 
1968 166 Winnikee 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 
1940 172 Winnikee 12 0 0 12 0 0.00% 
1930 66 Worrall 6 0 0 6 0 0.00% 

                
  TOTAL 1494 88 30 1464 58 3.96% 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Cover letter and Survey sent to Property Owners for mailings  
(11/6/23 and 11/20/23) 
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November 6, 2023 
 
 

Dear Property Owner/Manager, 
As you may be aware, the City of Poughkeepsie has contracted with the Collective for Community, Culture and 
Environment (CCCE) to perform a Housing Vacancy Rate Analysis to assist the City of Poughkeepsie in 
determining the vacancy rate in buildings completed prior to January 1, 1974 that contain at least six (6) 
dwelling units. The Housing Vacancy Rate Analysis may be used by the City to determine whether a housing 
emergency, as defined by the NYS Emergency Tenant Protection Act, exists for this class of buildings.  
  
As an owner of one or more properties that meet the criteria of having been built before January 1, 1974 and 
containing at least six rental dwelling units, we are asking that you provide us with the following information 
about your property: the total number of units in each property, and the total number of vacant units in each 
property that were available for rent as of November 1, 2023.  Any additional information, such as the length 
of time the units have been vacant, would also be helpful. 
 
 
Please send the requested information by November 17, 2023 by responding in the one of the following ways:  
1.         Fill out the form and send it to us by mail to  

CCCE [Address] 
2.         OR take a photo of filled out form and send the photo by email to vacancystudypk@gmail.com 
3.         OR respond to this survey by filling out the form online at: https://bit.ly/vacancyENG  

  
If we don͛t hear from you by November 17, 2023, we shall assume that there are no vacancies in your 
properties at this time. Thank you for your cooperation with this matter and we look forward to hearing from 
you.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
CCCE Poughkeepsie Housing Vacancy Study Team:       
Devyani Guha 
Yvette Shiffman 
Evren Uzer 
Ayse Yonder

https://bit.ly/vacancyENG
https://bit.ly/vacancyENG
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6 de noviembre de 2023 

Estimado Propietario / Administrador,  
  
La Ciudad de Poughkeepsie ha contratado a la Colectiva para la Comunidad, la Cultura y el Medio Ambiente 
(CCCE) para realizar un Análisis de la Tasa de Desocupación de Viviendas. Este análisis ayudará a la Ciudad de 
Poughkeepsie a determinar la tasa de desocupación de viviendas en edificios construidos a su totalidad antes 
del 1o de enero de 1974 que contengan al menos seis (6) unidades de vivienda. El análisis de la tasa de 
desocupación de viviendas puede ser utilizado por la ciudad para determinar si existe una emergencia de 
vivienda, tal como se define en la Ley de Protección de Emergencia para Inquilinos del Estado de Nueva York, 
para esta clase de edificios. 
  
Como propietario o administrador de una o más propiedades que cumplen con los criterios de haber sido 
construidas antes del 1o de enero de 1974 y que contienen al menos seis (6) unidades de vivienda de alquiler, 
le pedimos que nos provee la siguiente información sobre su propiedad: el número total de unidades en cada 
propiedad y el número total de unidades vacantes en cada propiedad que han estado en el mercado desde 
el 1o de noviembre de 2023. Cualquier información adicional, como el tiempo que las unidades han estado 
desocupadas, también sería útil. 
  
Por favor, envíe la información solicitada antes del 17 de noviembre de 2023 respondiendo de una de las 
siguientes maneras: 
  
1.         Llenando el formulario y enviándolo por correo a DIRECCIÓN:  
        CCCE [Address] 
2.         O llene el formulario, tome una foto del formulario completo y envíela por correo electrónico a 

vacancystudypk@gmail.com. 
3.         O llene el formulario en nuestra pagina web: https://bit.ly/vacancyESP 

Si no tenemos noticias suyas antes del 17 de noviembre de 2023, asumiremos que no hay unidades vacantes 
en su propiedad o propiedades en este momento. Gracias por su cooperación y esperamos su respuesta. 

Atentamente, 
  
CCCE Poughkeepsie Equipo de Estudio de las Viviendas Vacías  
Devyani Guha 
Yvette Shiffman  
Evren Uzer 
Ayse Yonder  

 
 
  

https://bit.ly/vacancyESP
https://bit.ly/vacancyESP
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SURVEY FORM 
Please use this form in replying to the request for information about vacancies at your property.  This 
form asks for information as of November 1, 2023 as referenced in the cover letter. Please return by 
November 17, 2023. Thank you. 
  
PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Parcel No:                Block: XX       Lot:  XXXXX 

Street Address:          XXX  XXXXXX, Poughkeepsie, NY  

OWNER/MANAGER NAME:_____________________________________________________________ 

Total no. of Units:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Total no. of vacant units as of November 1, 2023: ___________________________________________ 

Were these vacant units available for rent on November 1, 2023: _______________________________ 
If not, what was the reason they were not available for rent:  ___________________________________ 
Length of time units were vacant: _________________________________________________________ 
  
Name of the person filling out the form: ___________________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________  Date: 
____________________________ 

 
  
Utilice este formulario para responder a la solicitud de información sobre las unidades vacantes en su 
propiedad. Este formulario solicita información a partir del 1o de noviembre de 2023, como se indica 
en la carta de presentación. Por favor, envíe la información solicitada antes del 17 de noviembre de 
2023. Muchas gracias. 
  
INFORMACIÓN SOBRE LA PROPIEDAD  
Parcela nº:                 Block:  XX   Lot: XXXXX 

Dirección postal:       XXX  XXXXXX, Poughkeepsie, NY 

  
NOMBRE DEL PROPIETARIO/GERENTE: ___________________________________________________ 
Nº total de Unidades: _________________________________________________________________ 

Nº total de unidades vacantes a partir del 1o de noviembre de 2023:____________________________ 

¿Estaban estas unidades vacantes disponible para alquiler el 1o de noviembre de 2023: _____________ 
Si no es así, ¿cuál fue la razón de que no esté disponible para alquiler? ___________________________ 
Tiempo durante el cual las unidades estuvieron vacantes: _____________________________________ 
  

Nombre completo de la persona que llena el formulario: ______________________________________ 
  
Firma: ___________________________________   Fecha: _____________________________________ 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Survey sent to selected Property Owners (1/25/24)  
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January 24, 2024 
  

RE: City of Poughkeepsie Housing Vacancy Study 
  
The City of Poughkeepsie has contracted with the Collective for Community Culture and Environment (CCCE) 
to assist the City in determining the residential housing vacancy rate in buildings completed prior to January 
1, 1974 that contain at least six (6) dwelling units. The Housing Vacancy Rate analysis may be used by the City 
to determine whether a housing emergency, as defined by the Emergency Tenant Protection Act (ETPA), 
exists for this class of buildings. 
  

You have recently responded to a survey for the Housing Vacancy Study for XX XXXXXXXXX XX, 
Poughkeepsie, NY, but there are questions about the information in your response. Please provide accurate 
information about the building referenced above by responding to ALL of the questions below: 
  

1.   The total number of residential units _________  (Please do not include commercial units) 
2.   The number of vacant residential units on November 1, 2023 ________ 
3.   Were any of these vacant residential units undergoing repairs, painting, cleaning or other reasons 
that made them unavailable for rent on November 1, 2023: 

Yes _____   No ______ If so, how many? _________ 
4.   The length of time the residential units have been vacant ________ 

  

Your response should be sent to: vacancystudypk@gmail.com by February 1, 2024 
No response to such requests for information will be counted as the property having no vacancies. 
  

As you may be aware, Assembly Bill A6843A* signed into law by Governor Hochul in December 2023 
requires property owners to provide accurate responses to municipal housing vacancy studies or face a 
civil penalty. 
  

Should you have any questions about the vacancy study, please contact us at vacancystudypk@gmail.com 
  

Thanks for your cooperation. 
  

Sincerely, 
  

Poughkeepsie Housing Vacancy Team 
Collective for Community Culture and Environment (CCCE) 
  
* D. WHEN REQUESTED BY A MUNICIPALITY OR A DESIGNEE, AS A PART OF A STUDY TO DETERMINE ITS 
VACANCY RATE, OWNERS, OR THEIR AGENT, OF HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE CLASS OF HOUSING 
ACCOMMODATIONS DETERMINED, SHALL PROVIDE THE MOST RECENT RECORDS OF RENT ROLLS AND, IF AVAILABLE, 
RECORDS FOR THE PRECEDING THIRTY-SIX MONTHS. SUCH RECORDS SHALL INCLUDE THE TENANT'S RELEVANT 
INFORMATION RELATING TO FINDING THE VACANCY RATE OF SUCH MUNICIPALITY INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND AMOUNT PAID OR CHARGED ON A WEEKLY, MONTHLY, OR ANNUAL BASIS FOR EACH 
OCCUPIED HOUSING ACCOMMODATION AND WHICH HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS ARE VACANT AT THE TIME OF THE 
SURVEY AND AVAILABLE FOR RENT. SUCH RECORDS SHALL ALSO INCLUDE ANY HOUSING ACCOMMODATIONS THAT 
ARE VACANT AND NOT AVAILABLE FOR RENT AND PROVIDE THE REASON WHY SUCH UNIT IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT. 
  
E. REFUSAL BY AN OWNER OR THEIR AGENT TO PARTICIPATE IN SUCH VACANCY SURVEY AND COOPERATE WITH 
THE MUNICIPALITY OR A DESIGNEE IN SUCH VACANCY SURVEY, OR SUBMISSION OF KNOWINGLY AND 
INTENTIONALLY FALSE VACANCY INFORMATION MAY BE DEEMED CAUSE TO DENY A RENTAL PERMIT OR 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY FOR A HOUSING ACCOMMODATION. SUCH MUNICIPALITY MAY ADDITIONALLY IMPOSE A 
CIVIL PENALTY OR FEE ON SUCH OWNER OR THEIR AGENT OF UP TO ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/A6843/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/A6843/amendment/A
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APPENDIX D 
 

Map of All Properties for which On-Site Observations were made  
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RESOLUTION  
SUPPORTING DUTCHESS COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL  

TRAFFIC STUDIES 
(R-24-30) 

 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON AND VICE CHAIR SHOOK: 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has applied to the Dutchess County Transportation Council 

(DCTC) for assistance in the form of traffic studies, specifically to study: (a) the implementation 

of a single speed limit on that portion of Route 9 within the City’s boundaries; (b) the 

effectiveness of a reduction of the current city-wide speed limit from 30 mph to 25 mph; and (c) 

the effectiveness of traffic signals in low volume areas (especially schools) to determine if these 

areas would be better benefited by 4-way stop signs; and  

 WHEREAS, the approval of this resolution will have no fiscal impact to the 2024 

budget; and  

 WHEREAS, in order to begin this work, DCTC requires a resolution of support from the 

Common Council; and  

WHEREAS, this action is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(2) requiring 

no review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).  

NOW THEREFORE,  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that Common Council hereby supports the aforementioned traffic 

studies being conducted by DCTC.   

SECONDED BY: __________________________________________________________ . 



R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-24-31) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 
PATTERSON THOMPSON, MENIST, DEICHLER, GRANT, JAMES, HENRY 
AND BROWN:  
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Assessment Review are appointed by the 
Common Council pursuant to the City of Poughkeepsie Administrative Code §5.02(1) 
and the Section 523 of the New York Real Property Tax Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council has deemed applicant Dr. Eric Bradford as qualified 
and is desirous of appointing him to the Board of Assessment Review.    
 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie does hereby 
appoint Dr. Eric Bradford to the Board of Assessment Review to fill a term of five (5) 
years commencing immediately and expiring September 30, 2028.1 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _______________________ 

 
1 The set to which Mr. Bradford is being appointed has been vacant since September 30, 2023.   



RESOLUTION 
(R24-32) 

 
RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING 
CONSIDERATION OF OPTING IN TO THE  

EMERGENCY TENANT PROTECTION ACT 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIR WILSON, COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, PATTERSON 
THOMPSON, MENIST, DEICHLER, GRANT, HENRY, JAMES AND BROWN: 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is in receipt of a Vacancy Study completed by the 

Collective for Community, Culture and Environment (CCCE) finding a vacancy rate of 3.96%;  

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie wishes to hold a public hearing pursuant to the 

Unconsolidated Laws of the State of New York, Chapter 249-B Emergency Tenant Protection Act 

of 1974, §3(c) to consider a resolution, summarized herein, as declaring the existence of a public 

housing emergency requiring the regulation of residential rents for housing accommodations that 

were completed prior to January 1, 1974 and containing at least six (6) dwelling units; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing to receive comment from 

the public on whether to opt in to the Emergency Tenant Protection Act on TUESDAY, MAY 7, 

2024 at 6 pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 

Poughkeepsie, New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least ten (10) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 14.35 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE ENTITLED “TAXES – PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED;    

CONDITIONS”  
(LL-23-06) 

 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST: 
 

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, a local law 
amending Chapter 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the City of Poughkeepsie entitled Taxes – Partial 
Exemption Granted; Conditions, to provide as follows: 

 
STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 

BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 
 
 

Section 14.35 Taxes — partial exemption granted; conditions. 
 

Real property owned by persons sixty-five (65) years of age or over shall be exempt from city taxes up to the 
maximum amount of fifty (50) per centum of the assessed valuation subject to the following conditions and 
pursuant to Subsection (f) hereof: 

(a) The owner or all of the owners must file an application annually in the assessor's office on or before the 
appropriate taxable status date or such other time as may be hereafter fixed by law. At least sixty (60) 
days prior to the appropriate taxable status date, the assessing authority shall mail to each person who 
was granted an exemption pursuant to this section on the latest completed assessment roll an application 
form and a notice that such application must be filed on or before taxable status date and be approved in 
order for the exemption to be granted. Failure to mail any such application form and notice or the failure 
of such person to receive the same shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment 
of the taxes on property owned by such person. 

 
(b) In the event the owner, or all of the owners, of property which has received an exemption pursuant to 

this section on the preceding assessment roll fail to file the application required pursuant to this section 
on or before the taxable status date, such owner or owners may file the application, executed as if such 
application had been filed on or before the taxable status date, with the Assessor on or before the date 
for the hearing of complaints. The Assessor shall approve or deny such application as if it had been filed 
on or before the taxable status date. 

 
(c) The income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the property must not exceed twenty 

nine thousand dollars ($29,000)forty eight thousand four hundred dollars ($48,400.00) for the 
income tax year immediately preceding the date of making application for exemption. Where the title is 
vested in either the husband or wife, their combined income must not exceed the sum of forty eight 
thousand four hundred dollars ($48,400.00) twenty nine thousand dollars ($29,000.). 

 

(d) Title to the property must be vested in the owner or, if more than one (1), in all the owners for at least 
twenty-four (24) consecutive months prior to the date of making application for exemption. 

 
(e) The property must be used exclusively for residential purposes, be occupied in whole or in part by the 

owners, and constitute the legal residence of the owners. 



(f) The amount of the partial exemption shall be computed as follows: 
 

 
Annual Income 

Percentage of Assessed Valuation Exempt From 
Taxation 

$20,600$40,000 or less 50 
More than $40,000 $20,600 but less 
than $21,600$41,000 

45 

$21,60041,000 or more but less than 
$22,60042,000 

40 

$22,60042,000 or more but less than 
$23,60043,000 

35 

$23,60043,000 or more but less than 
$24,50043,900 

30 

$24,50043,900 or more but less than 
$25,40044,800 

25 

$25,40044,800 or more but less than 
$26,30045,700 

20 

$26,30045,700 or more but less than 
$27,20046,600 

15 

$27,20046,600 or more but less than 
$28,10047,500 
$28,10047,500 or more but less than  
$29,00048,400 

10 
 
5 

(g) Unreimbursed medical expenses shall be subtracted from the senior’s income calculation. 
 
 

SECTION 2. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State Secretary of 
State. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER : 































































Official Minutes of the Public Hearing of April 2, 2024 for the purpose of receiving comments on the 
proposed introductory Local Law Amending Section 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the City of 

Poughkeepsie entitled “Taxes-Partial Exemption Granted; Conditions” 
 

 

 
THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024   6:00 pm       Common Council Chambers 
 
Welcome to the scheduled Public Hearing in the City of Poughkeepsie. The date is April 2, 
2024, and the time is 6:04 pm. 
  
This Hearing is for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed introductory Local Law 
Amending Section 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the City of Poughkeepsie entitled 
“Taxes-Partial Exemption Granted; Conditions” 
 
 

I. WELCOME 
 

II. ROLL CALL: All Present 
 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Five (5) minutes per person public comment. 
1. Naomi Brooks – S.Grand Ave * 
2. Daniel Atonna – Ward 8 
3. Laurie Sandow – S. Grand Ave* 
4. Warren Jones – N. Clover St 
5. Nick Kalogris – Maryland Ave 

 
IV. ADJOURNMENT:  

Chairman Wilson closed the Public Hearing at 6:20pm 

Dated: March 8 , 2024 
  
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Public Hearing 
held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna M. DeLuca 
Deputy City Chamberlain 



Public hearing Senior Tax Exemption April 2, 2024 
Naomi Brooks, S. Grand Avenue 
 
 
I’ve updated my comments from the previous public hearing on this tax 
exemption held January 23, 2023.  
 
How much does a typical senior receive in Social Security?  As of 
December 2023, the average was $21, 156 a year, or $1763 a month.  
When you compare this to an average Poughkeepsie property tax bill, 
without exemptions, of $7200 a year, or $600 a month, you can see the 
problem right away.  Seniors relying solely on Social Security pay over 
1/3 of their income to property tax.  Not health care, not food, not 
utilities. Not home insurance, not transportation costs, not clothing. The 
total of those items I mentioned are far more than the $1163 left each 
month after paying property tax. 
 
How can we help close that budget gap and retain our seniors, some of 
whom have lived here, worked here, and contributed to our community 
for decades?  How can we honor our elders and their place in our city? 
 
The current senior tax exemption threshold maximum of $29,000 was 
set in 2009.  NYS rightly saw the need to raise income guidelines for 
exemptions to $50,000, and many municipalities have taken the 
opportunity to raise their guidelines as well. 
 
We are still under the older guidelines, and in 2023, we were able to 
offer partial exemptions to 100 lower income seniors.  Those 
exemptions helped them be able to afford to stay in their homes.  The 
exemptions equaled .29 percent of the total value of properties in our 
city.  Let me repeat that: 100 households were helped, and the cost of 
that help totaled less than 1/3 of 1% of the property value.   
 
Dr. Martinez referred to tax exemptions as “distributive”.  What that 
means in this case:  the remaining property owners pay for property tax 
that is not collected from one group. By his calculation, remaining 
property owners currently pay an average of $5.50/year more on their 
taxes to cover this budget shortfall.  By using a distributive approach, no 
budget cut is necessary.   



 
Dr. Martinez also estimated that if the higher income thresholds were to 
be used, many more seniors could be eligible, and that distributive 
amount could increase the average tax bill by $23.26/year for remaining 
owners. The number of eligible owners would rise significantly over 
100. 
 
I reviewed the exemption impact report in our 2023 budget, and 
another number jumped to my attention that was not mentioned by Dr. 
Martinez in his impact statement.  In 2023, 19 projects were granted 
Industrial Development Agency exemptions that equaled 4.68 of the 
total value of properties in our city.  Dr. Martinez kindly responded to 
my request to understand the distributive cost to property owners, with 
an explanation that was difficult for me to follow.  But here is his 
calculation: Nineteen development projects’ tax exemptions cost 
taxpayers an additional average of $224/year. 
 
Meeting the needs of the city budget falls heavily on property taxes – 
over 25% of the budget comes from property taxes.  However, citizens 
rarely have an opportunity to specifically say which exemptions should 
be given. I, for one, would gladly support spending an additional $23.26 
a year to help well over 100 of my lower income neighbors stay in their 
homes, and am much less happy about spending almost 10 times that 
amount to lower a few developer’s project costs. 
 
I support this in memory of my mother, who spent many hours of her 
last years worrying about being able to afford to stay in her home.  I do 
not wish that anguish on anyone, nor the time it takes away from being 
able to enjoy the final part of their lives. 
 
We’ve been discussing this change for over a year, and enacting it will 
not start to impact taxes until 2026.  Our seniors are running out of 
time.  Inflation isn’t going away. Please raise the income thresholds for 
senior tax exemptions. 
 
 
 
 
 



Laurie Sandow comments, Senior Exemption public hearing 

c/PK Common Council meeting, April 2, 2024 

 

In 1905, George Santayana wrote: “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it”. One-hundred-twenty years later, tonight’s Senior Exemption public hearing is a 
case in point. We have electeds in this City who boast about having been in office for 2, 4, 
6, 8 years—our new Mayor included—and yet they neither act on, nor can remember the 
past, let alone act with a vision for the future. 
 
Who has the best memory, asks the most questions, does the most research, and keeps the 
best records? It’s the uncompensated public, from whom this City’s electeds consciously 
maintain so much distance, and for whom they have so much disregard and disdain. 
 
It was a member of the public who brought Anthony LaRocca’s attendance violations and 
resulting forfeit of his Historic District (HDLPC) seat to Yvonne Flowers’ attention. What 
did Mayor Flowers do? She flipped the bird to the public by reappointing him right back to 
the same seat, and iced the cake by giving him thanks for his “invaluable service”. And 
what did LaRocca do? He instantly flipped the bird as well, immediately following up with 
yet another absence at the first meeting after reappointment. What possible valuable service 
is LaRocca providing, when he assigns such low priority to attendance and undermines the 
HDLPC’s work through his absences? 
 
It was the same member of the public that brought the Council’s inaction on the Senior 
exemption back to their attention. What did the Council do in response? They scheduled 
tonight’s public hearing, oblivious and uninformed about the public hearing that previously 
took place in January 2023. For those who might be math challenged, that’s more than a 
year ago. 
 
As has become the norm with this Council’s abuse of their seats, their privilege, their 
backroom deals and consent agendas, the councilmembers themselves have said little, or 
even nothing, on the record prior to tonight’s public hearing. These meetings are purely pro 
forma; the Council holds these hearings only because they’re required by law. 



Tonight’s resolution made an appearance as a late addition and first read on the Common 
Council agenda of December 5, 2022 [XII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 2. FIRST 
READ: L-22-XX – Local Law Amending Chapter 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the 
City of Poughkeepsie Entitled Taxes – Partial Exemption Granted; Conditions – Senior Tax 
Exemption]. Then, it made another appearance on the Council’s December 19 consent 
agenda [MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 1. R-22-91, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing 
for the proposed Local Law Amending Chapter 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the City 
of Poughkeepsie Entitled Taxes – Partial Exemption Granted; Conditions – Senior Tax 
Exemption]. You know, surprise!, the Council’s consent agenda where no written policy 
controls its content. The Common Council’s consent agenda which is used by colluding and 
conspiring members to advance items without transparency, and without ever themselves 
speaking on the record, and without ever revealing the extent to which they, themselves, are 
deaf, dumb and blind, or even follow up on the items to which they’ve consented. 
 

At the December 5, 2022 first read of the Senior Exemption resolution Evan Menist made a 
claim that he’d discussed the exemption with the City of Poughkeepsie Assessor. Yet 
Menist never provided a table of how the proposed resolution would affect taxes for each 
income category he sought to benefit.  
 
House rich, cash poor is a term used when a homeowner has equity built up in their home 
but is burdened by expenses that might exceed their budget. Though this certainly applies to 
many seniors, it does not exclusively apply to seniors. Yet the proposed resolution is a 
blanket program seeking to benefit only one class of property owners, regardless of 
financial hardship. The same benefit is not being provided to others who might be 
experiencing financial hardship, nor made available to this City’s renters, who often pay 
more in monthly rent than a property owner pays for their mortgage. 
 
Do the know-nothings and do-nothings on this Council even know this Council’s and this 
City’s recent history of senior exemptions? That a revision to the senior exemption was 
made as recently as March 2021, approximately three years ago. Can a single member of 
this Council speak knowledgeably about the history of senior exemptions, and the number 
of seniors this proposal will apply to? Or the net effect on the City’s revenue and expenses?  



Will a single member of this Council finally move to undertake property registration, to 
guarantee that those claiming exemptions actually live in this City and qualify? Property 
registration that would benefit both the City’s first responders, its letter carriers, as well as 
the City’s overall recordkeeping.  
 
I opposed this Resolution in its previous iteration. I’m not going to bother opposing it 
tonight, but I remain firm in my criticism of the conduct; institutional ignorance; the 
Council’s racing through approvals of certain resolutions, local laws and ordinances, while 
unnecessarily delaying or forgetting others; and the overall lack of knowledge and vision 
that pervades this know-nothing, do-nothing, say-nothing Council.  
 



CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Tuesday, April 2, 2024 

6:00 p.m.  
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Charter and Codes of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, Administrative Code, Section 14.04, a Common Council Public Hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 6:00 pm in the Common Council Chambers, 
3rd Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY for the purpose of 
receiving comments on the proposed introductory Local Law Amending Section 14.35 of 
the Administrative Code of  the City of Poughkeepsie entitled “Taxes-Partial Exemption 
Granted; Conditions” 
 
When: Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 6:00 PM (EST)  
 
Location: Common Council Chambers, 3rd FL, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
All are welcome to comment and provide feedback.  
  
 
Dated: March 21, 2024 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Donna M. DeLuca 
Deputy City Chamberlain 

 
 

 
 
 



RESOLUTION 
(R-24-20) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 14.35 OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE ENTITLED “TAXES – 

PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED; CONDITIONS” 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “LOCAL LAW AMENDING 

SECTION 14.35 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

ENTITLED ‘TAXES – PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED; CONDITIONS’”  be and hereby is 

introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess 

and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, April 2nd at 6:00 pm in the 

Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New 

York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 14.35 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE ENTITLED “TAXES – PARTIAL EXEMPTION GRANTED;    

CONDITIONS” (LL-23-06) 
 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MENIST: 
 

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, a local law 
amending Chapter 14.35 of the Administrative Code of the City of Poughkeepsie entitled Taxes – Partial 
Exemption Granted; Conditions, to provide as follows: 

 
STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 

BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 
 
 

Section 14.35 Taxes — partial exemption granted; conditions. 
 

Real property owned by persons sixty-five (65) years of age or over shall be exempt from city taxes up to the 
maximum amount of fifty (50) per centum of the assessed valuation subject to the following conditions and 
pursuant to Subsection (f) hereof: 

(a) The owner or all of the owners must file an application annually in the assessor's office on or before the 
appropriate taxable status date or such other time as may be hereafter fixed by law. At least sixty (60) 
days prior to the appropriate taxable status date, the assessing authority shall mail to each person who 
was granted an exemption pursuant to this section on the latest completed assessment roll an application 
form and a notice that such application must be filed on or before taxable status date and be approved in 
order for the exemption to be granted. Failure to mail any such application form and notice or the failure 
of such person to receive the same shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment 
of the taxes on property owned by such person. 

 
(b) In the event the owner, or all of the owners, of property which has received an exemption pursuant to 

this section on the preceding assessment roll fail to file the application required pursuant to this section 
on or before the taxable status date, such owner or owners may file the application, executed as if such 
application had been filed on or before the taxable status date, with the Assessor on or before the date 
for the hearing of complaints. The Assessor shall approve or deny such application as if it had been filed 
on or before the taxable status date. 

 
(c) The income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the property must not exceed twenty 

nine thousand dollars ($29,000)forty eight thousand four hundred dollars ($48,400.00) for the 
income tax year immediately preceding the date of making application for exemption. Where the title is 
vested in either the husband or wife, their combined income must not exceed the sum of forty eight 
thousand four hundred dollars ($48,400.00) twenty nine thousand dollars ($29,000.). 

 

(d) Title to the property must be vested in the owner or, if more than one (1), in all the owners for at least 
twenty-four (24) consecutive months prior to the date of making application for exemption. 

 
(e) The property must be used exclusively for residential purposes, be occupied in whole or in part by the 

owners, and constitute the legal residence of the owners. 



(f) The amount of the partial exemption shall be computed as follows: 
 

 
Annual Income 

Percentage of Assessed Valuation Exempt From 
Taxation 

$20,600$40,000 or less 50 
More than $40,000 $20,600 but less 
than $21,600$41,000 

45 

$21,60041,000 or more but less than 
$22,60042,000 

40 

$22,60042,000 or more but less than 
$23,60043,000 

35 

$23,60043,000 or more but less than 
$24,50043,900 

30 

$24,50043,900 or more but less than 
$25,40044,800 

25 

$25,40044,800 or more but less than 
$26,30045,700 

20 

$26,30045,700 or more but less than 
$27,20046,600 

15 

$27,20046,600 or more but less than 
$28,10047,500 
$28,10047,500 or more but less than  
$29,00048,400 

10 
 
5 

(g) Unreimbursed medical expenses shall be subtracted from the senior’s income calculation. 
 
 

SECTION 2. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State Secretary of 
State. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER : 



SENIOR TAX EXEMPTION UPDATE

Brian Martinez, PhD
Commissioner of Finance

John Taylor
Tax Assessor

MARCH 19, 2024



New Applications & Annual Renewals Must Be Filed In The 
Assessor’s Office No Later Than March 1st – Taxable Status Day

Senior Tax Exemption Update

NYS Dept. of Taxation & Finance - Real Property Tax Law
§ 467: Persons 65 Years of Age or Older

• Property owned by persons 65 years of age or older

• Used exclusively for residential purposes

• Owned by owner(s) for a minimum of 12 consecutive months prior to application

City Includes Local Option: C - Unreimbursed medical expenses subtracted from income

Proof Of Income Must Be Provided
Income taxes from 2 years prior to the Taxable Status Day (Mar. 1st) of application year



Average Taxpayer May Receive A Tax Increase Of ~$16.33 Or 
More Depending On Participation

Senior Tax Exemption: Before & After

Current Schedule
Annual Income Range Exempt

- TO 20,600.00 50%

20,600.01 TO 21,600.00 45%

21,600.01 TO 22,600.00 40%

22,600.01 TO 23,600.00 35%

23,600.01 TO 24,500.00 30%

24,500.01 TO 25,400.00 25%

25,400.01 TO 26,300.00 20%

26,300.01 TO 27,200.00 15%

27,200.01 TO 28,100.00 10%

28,100.01 TO 29,000.00 5%

New Schedule
Annual Income Range Exempt

- TO 40,000.00 50%

40,000.01 TO 41,000.00 45%

41,000.01 TO 42,000.00 40%

42,000.01 TO 43,000.00 35%

43,000.01 TO 43,900.00 30%

43,900.01 TO 44,800.00 25%

44,800.01 TO 45,700.00 20%

45,700.01 TO 46,600.00 15%

46,600.01 TO 47,500.00 10%

47,500.01 TO 48,400.00 5%

Tax Exemptions 
Are Distributive

No New Tax Benefits 

For City Services
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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES                        
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024, 6:30 p.m.         Common Council Chambers             
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council 
the date is April 2, 2024 and the time is 6:43pm 
  
 
 

I. ROLL CALL:  ALL PRESENT 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
 

Common Council Public Hearing– March 19, 2024 
Common Council Meeting – March 19, 2024 
 

Motion to accept the minutes made by Vice Chair Shook seconded by Councilmember Grant 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 
agenda. 

CC Public Hearing. & CCM Minutes of March 19, 2024 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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ADD:  
 
 
XII. ACTION AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 

1. R-24-28, Resolution Introducing a Local Law Amending the Zoning Code to 
Provide a definition for  “Warehouse” 

 
2. R-24-29, Resolution Amending the Rules of Conduct and Procedure of the 

Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 
 

A motion to move Consent and Action Agendas to follow Presentations of Petitions and 
Communications was made by Vice Chair Shook seconded by Councilmember Brown  
 
A motion to defer items 3 and 4 from Presentations of Petitions and Communications to 
Corporation Counsel was made by Vice Chair Shook and seconded by Councilmember James. 
 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. FROM DCC MASQUERS GUILD, a presentation regarding their Spring Play, 
This is Modern Art.  
 

2. FROM CARLOS WOOD, a presentation regarding Poughkeepsie Riverfest. 
 

3. FROM STACEY WATSON, a notice of property damage sustained on March 
18, 2024. 

 
4. FROM ESS HOSPITALITY GROUP, LLC – THE GOVERNESS BAR; a 

30-Day Advance Notice of Intent to apply for a NYS Liquor License 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
 

V. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  
 

1. R-24-25, Resolution Approving License Agreement for the Operation of a 
Restaurant and Concession Stand Space at Waryas Park. 

 
RESOLUTION 

(R-24-25) 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR THE OPERATION OF  
A RESTAURANT AND CONCESSION STAND SPACE AT WARYAS PARK 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER HENRY:  
 
 
WHEREAS, after a competitive process in which the City received seven (7) responses to a 
Request for Proposals seeking an operator for the Restaurant and Concession Stand space at 
Waryas Park, the Common Council determines that it is appropriate to enter into a license 
agreement with ESS Hospitality Group.    
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie hereby finds and determines that it is in the best interest of the City to enter into a 
License Agreement with ESS Hospitality Group upon the terms and conditions annexed hereto 
as Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized 
and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution including but 
not limited to the execution of the attached License Agreement.    
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 

 

LICENSE AGREEMENT *DRAFT* 
 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made this     day of           , 2024 by and between the CITY OF 
POUGHKEEPSIE, a municipal corporation of the State of New York, having its principal offices 
at the Municipal Building, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, hereinafter 
called the "LICENSOR", and ESS HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC having a principal place of 
business at 47-18 Vernon Blvd, Long Island City, NY 11101 hereinafter called "LICENSEE."  

 
 W I T N E S S E T H : 
 

WHEREAS, LICENSOR is the owner of a public park known as Waryas Park, City of 
Poughkeepsie, New York; and 
 

WHEREAS, LICENSOR desires to make a restaurant for patrons and a concession stand 
available to the public using the park, and  

 
WHEREAS, LICENSEE desires to operate and manage the aforesaid Restaurant and 

Concession Stand; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and conditions 

hereafter set forth, the parties agree as follows: 
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(a)  LICENSOR hereby grants to LICENSEE and LICENSEE hereby accepts from the 
LICENSOR a license to manage and operate for the period herein stated and subject to all the 
terms and conditions herein contained, the following described license for the privilege of 
operating the Restaurant and Concession Stand at Waryas Park, Poughkeepsie, New York, more 
specifically to be located in a building located in Waryas Park as described on Exhibit “A”.  
Restaurant includes an outdoor dining terrace of approximately 400sq located on south side of 
building used by Restaurant, and an outdoor dining terrace of approx. 600 sq located on West side 
of the Restaurant’s building. Concession Stand shall be operated on the South side outdoor dining 
terrace, with direct access to ordering. It is understood and agreed between the parties that this 
agreement is intended to be only a license to utilize the above-described premises and no part 
thereof shall be interpreted as being any form of lease agreement. 

1. Said Restaurant and Concession Stand shall include and be limited to the privilege of 
furnishing food services and the sale of various food and beverage items provided, however, that 
such sale does not violate any other state or local statute, rule or regulation, and all food sold shall 
be of good quality.  LICENSOR shall offer for sale, through the concession stand, the sale of 
small, carryout items for visitors to Waryas Park such as, but not limited to, soda/water, ice cream, 
shakes, chips, fries, salads, sandwiches, hot dogs and hamburgers.  The sale of any alcohol at the 
premises shall be subject to approval and licensing by the New York State Liquor Authority.  A 
full copy of any application to the New York State Liquor Authority shall be provided to 
LICENSOR at the attention of Corporation Counsel.   

 
2. (a)  The term of this license shall commence upon the execution of this agreement and 

shall expire without further notice by either party to the other at midnight on April 30, 2034 unless 
sooner terminated as herein provided, or unless the LICENSOR by five (5) days' notice in writing 
shall terminate the license, when and if, in its sole judgment, it deems that such termination is 
necessary by operation of law, or pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or the licensed premises 
is no longer being used for a public purpose as a public concession/eating facility.  This license 
shall cease and terminate without notice to LICENSEE and without opportunity to cure in the 
event that the licensed premises are closed for business for more than thirty consecutive calendar 
days.   

 
(b)  As long as LICENSEE is not in default of any of its obligations under the License, 

the LICENSOR shall grant to LICENSEE the option to renew (the "Renewal Option") the term 
of this License for one (1) additional period of five (5) years (the "Renewal Term"). LICENSEE 
shall exercise such Renewal Option by delivering written notice of such election to LICENSOR 
at least nine (9) months prior to the expiration of the initial Term. The renewal of this License shall 
be upon the same terms and conditions of this License, except (a) the Base Rent during each 
Renewal Term shall be as adjusted as set forth in Paragraph 4; (b) LICENSEE shall have no option 
to renew this License beyond the expiration of the Renewal Term; (c) LICENSEE shall not have 
the right to assign its renewal rights to any sublessee of the Property or a portion thereof or to any 
assignee of this License, nor may any such sublessee or assignee exercise or enjoy the benefit of 
such renewal rights; 

 

https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/renewal-option
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3. LICENSEE agrees to operate the Restaurant and Concession Stand a minimum of six 

months a year (May-October) for the accommodation of the public using Waryas Park daily from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at minimum. Occupancy shall be limited to the number as set by the occupancy 
permit issued by the City of Poughkeepsie Fire Department.   

 
LICENSEE shall also have the option of opening at an earlier hour and/or closing at a later hour 
than specified above, provided that LICENSEE shall in no event open earlier than 6:00 a.m. or 
close later than 1:00 a.m., except in connection with events open to the public intended for the 
entertainment or edification of the attendees. 

 
If there is an event at Waryas Park that is open to the public, whether admission is charged or not, 
intended for the entertainment or edification of the attendees that lasts later than the above-
mentioned closing time during the week, on weekends or holidays, LICENSEE shall have the 
option to remain open on those evenings until the event is completed. LICENSEE acknowledges 
that during events in Waryas Park, permission may be granted by the LICENSOR to vendors to 
sell food items but LICENSOR represents that such permission shall be for the duration of that 
event only.  LICENSEE further agrees that upon notice by LICENSOR of special events held in 
Waryas Park, it will prepare for the increased use of the Concession Stand and public bathrooms 
so as to make them available to meet public needs. 

 
4. Beginning on the “Commencement Date” LICENSEE shall pay to LICENSOR, as 

compensation for the privilege, granted pursuant to this license agreement, of the Restaurant and 
Concession Stand at Waryas Park, the following rent annually as set forth below:  
 

   Year 1-  $30,000  
   Year 2-  $30,000 
   Year 3 – $30,000 
   Year 4 – $36,000 
   Year 5 – $42,000 
   Year 6 – $48,000 
   Year 7 – $54,000 
   Year 8 – $60,000 
   Year 9 – $66,000 
   Year 10 - $72,000 
   

The “Commencement Date” shall be the date of execution of this agreement. The rental amounts 
set forth above are a result of LICENSEE’s initial start-up investment of capital costs in 
improvements to the building in the approximate range of $210,000 to $230,000. If the 
LICENSEE elects to exercise the Renewal Option, rent shall increase at a rate to be agreed upon 
by the parties. LICENSEE shall continue to remit the Year 10 rental amount until such time as a 
new rental rate is agreed upon.   
 
LICENSOR hereby agrees, for the convenience of LICENSEE that LICENSEE may elect to 
pay the annual rent in twelve (12) equal monthly installments with the monthly payment due on 
the 1st day of the month in which the monthly payment is due. Should the monthly payment not 
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be received by the fifteenth day of the month in which the monthly payment is due, LICENSEE 
shall pay a late fee of ten (10%) percent of the monthly payment. LICENSOR may revoke 
LICENSOR’S privilege to pay in monthly installments should the LICENSEE fail to make three 
(3) consecutive monthly payments on or before the fifteenth of the month during any one calendar 
year. 
 
Such rent above is the annual rent under this License and as such, LICENSEE is free to operate 
more than six (6) months at that same annual rent. LICENSEE shall, pursuant to Paragraph “4” 
open a minimum of six (6) months.  
 

5. The LICENSEE shall deposit with the LICENSOR the sum of 1/4th of that year’s annual 
Rent to serve as Security.  At the start of each year of the lease term, i.e. May 1st, when the Rent 
increases pursuant to paragraph 5, the LICENSEE shall submit such additional amounts necessary 
so that the Security Deposit equals 1/4th of that year’s annual Rent.    

 
6. The LICENSEE shall be liable and responsible for all water & sewer charges, sanitation 

charges and utility and heating costs including electricity attributable to the licensed premises and 
its operation thereof, and all costs associated with the proper functioning of the alarm system 
including monitoring.  

 
7. The LICENSEE shall be responsible for ordinary maintenance of the licensed premises, 

including litter removal, and lawn and shrub maintenance. Any garbage dumpster shall be enclosed 
in a fenced in area to shield the dumpster from view.  The area to be kept clean and maintained by 
the LICENSEE, shall include the subject premises and an area within twenty-five (25) feet of the 
exterior of the premises, including outside dining areas.  LICENSEE shall have the right to turn 
off the outside drinking fountain and lock the exterior restrooms during non-business hours. 

 
8. LICENSEE may install such equipment, as LICENSEE deems necessary for the proper 

operation of this license and shall make full payment for the same and shall maintain all equipment, 
fixed and expendable, in good order and repair at LICENSEE's sole cost and expense during the 
term of this license, subject to prior written notice and approval by LICENSOR (which shall not 
be unreasonably withheld) and inspection and approval by LICENSOR.  It is further agreed that 
the LICENSEE will, within ten (10) days, discharge any and all mechanics' liens filed against the 
premises hereinabove described which have been filed relative to the LICENSEE's operations 
thereon. 

 
9. Title to all equipment provided by LICENSEE except fixed equipment belonging to the 

LICENSOR, shall remain in LICENSEE and such equipment shall be removed by LICENSEE 
at the termination of this license except as hereinafter provided.  Should any such property remain 
on the licensed premises after such expiration or termination, the LICENSOR may deal with such 
as though it had been abandoned and charge all costs and expenses incurred in the removal thereof 
to LICENSEE.  It is agreed that any and all damage caused by the removal of such items or 
equipment will be repaired by the LICENSEE at its own expense.   

 
10. LICENSOR shall be responsible for maintenance and repairs of the waste lines running 

from the licensed premises to the connection of the City lateral (pump pit) and shall also be 
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responsible for repair and maintenance of the exterior water fountain (but not any plumbing that 
is not connected solely to said fountain.), except that LICENSEE shall be liable for the cost of 
any repairs made necessary by the operation of the kitchen at the licensed premises.  Prior to 
opening or conducting any food preparation operations at the licensed premises, LICENSEE shall 
install, at its own cost and expense, an interior grease trap of a size and design satisfactory to 
LICENSOR and shall also ensure that the exterior water fountain is shut off after the end of each 
business day and turned back on at the start of the next business day.  The LICENSEE shall 
maintain regular maintenance logs of the cleaning of the interior grease traps and the City has the 
right to review the maintenance logs within a reasonable time after requested.   

 
11. LICENSEE will perform the repair, cleaning and inspections required on the attached 

Exhibit B which is incorporated herein by reference.   
 

12. LICENSEE's obligation to observe and perform all of the terms, covenants and conditions 
of this license shall survive the expiration or the termination thereof. 

 
13.  LICENSEE shall not remove any property currently located on the premises, without 

prior written approval of the LICENSOR.  
 

14. LICENSEE at the sole cost and expense of LICENSEE shall maintain the building 
assigned to the LICENSEE in full and complete repair to the satisfaction of the LICENSOR 
during the term of this license.  

 
15. During the term of this agreement, LICENSEE shall at all times keep clean and maintain 

in sanitary condition the public bathrooms.  LICENSEE shall supply an adequate quantity of the 
necessary paper products and soap for use by the public.  The public toilets shall remain accessible 
to, and available for use by, the public during all hours that the premises are open for business 
throughout term of this license.   

 
16. LICENSEE shall procure at LICENSEE’s own cost and expense all permits and licenses 

necessary for the legal operation of this license. LICENSOR agrees to be responsible for any 
building department fees; LICENSEE agrees to comply with all state and local building codes. 

 
17. LICENSEE shall not sell, mortgage, rent, assign, sublet or parcel out the license hereby 

granted, or any interest therein, or allow or permit any other person or party to use or occupy any 
part of the premises, building or spaces, covered by this license for any purpose whatsoever 
without first obtaining the written consent of the LICENSOR, nor shall the license be transferred 
by operation of law, without the prior written approval of LICENSOR who will not unduly 
withheld such a request. 

 
18. LICENSEE agrees not to employ callers, criers, or any other means of soliciting business, 

without the approval of the LICENSOR, and not to advertise said license in any manner or form 
on or about the premises licensed to it, without such approval.  

 
19. (a)  LICENSEE may make any such repairs, alterations, additions or improvements to the 

Licensed Premises LICENSEE  may deem desirable, subject to all applicable State and local 
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regulations and subject to the consent of LICENSOR which may be granted or withheld in its sole 
and unfettered discretion. 

(b)  Unless otherwise agreed to herein or in a later writing signed by both parties, 
any repairs, alterations, additions or improvements made on or to the licensed premises by 
LICENSEE shall be made at the sole cost and expense of LICENSEE and shall become the 
property of LICENSOR immediately upon their annexation to the demised premises. 

(c)  LICENSEE shall have no claim against LICENSOR for any such repairs or 
upgrades and LICENSEE agrees that it will indemnify and hold LICENSOR harmless from any 
liability on account of repairs or upgrades made by LICENSEE.  

 
20. LICENSEE agrees that should any building or structure upon the premises included in this 

license be damaged by fire, or any other cause whatsoever, so as to prevent the operation of this 
license to the satisfaction of the LICENSOR, and on notice in writing by the LICENSEE to the 
LICENSOR that the LICENSEE is unable or unwilling to make repairs necessary to restore the 
premises to an operable condition, then LICENSOR, at its option, may, on notice in writing to 
LICENSEE cancel and terminate this license, and all rights and privileges hereunder shall cease. 

 
21. LICENSEE shall not use or permit the storage of any illuminating oils, turpentine, 

benzene, naphtha or similar substances or explosives of any kind or any substance or thing 
prohibited in the standard policies of fire insurance companies in the State of New York. 

 
22. LICENSEE shall keep the spaces and/or buildings licensed to LICENSEE and the 

surrounding areas clean and neat at all times including the fumigating, disinfecting and 
deodorizing of same and all the refuse shall be kept in closed containers. 

 
23. LICENSEE agrees that at all times free access will be given to representatives of 

LICENSOR, the Department of Health and other state or federal or municipal officials having 
jurisdiction for inspection purposes.  LICENSEE further agrees that, if notified by LICENSOR 
or its representative that any part of licensed premises or the facilities thereof is unsatisfactory, 
LICENSEE will remedy the same at once. 

 
24. LICENSEE hereby expressly waives any and all claims for compensation for any and all 

loss or damage sustained by reason of any defects, deficiency or impairment of the electrical 
apparatus or wires furnished for the licensed premises, or by reason of any loss of any gas supply, 
water supply, heat or current which may occur from time to time from any cause, or for commotion 
or riot, or any act of God, and LICENSEE hereby expressly releases and discharges LICENSOR, 
its agents, officers, and employees from any and all demands, claims, actions and causes of action 
arising from any of the causes aforesaid and agrees to hold them harmless therefor, including 
attorney's fees, if any. 

 
25. LICENSEE assumes all risk in the operation of this license and agrees to comply with all 

federal, state and local laws and regulations and orders of the LICENSOR affecting the licensed 
premises in regard to all matters. 

 
26. LICENSEE expressly agrees to hold LICENSOR, its agents, officers, and employees 

harmless from any and all claims for loss, damage or injury to person or property, whatever kind 
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or nature arising from the operation of this license, or from the negligence or carelessness of 
employees of LICENSEE, and LICENSEE expressly agrees to indemnify LICENSOR, its 
agents, officers, and employees of any recoveries against them, individually and/or jointly, arising 
from same. 

 
27. LICENSEE shall at its own cost and expense take out and maintain such insurance for the 

term of this license as will protect the LICENSEE from claims under the Workmen's 
Compensation Act; and shall also take out and maintain such public liability as will protect 
LICENSEE (including agents and sub-licensees, if any) and LICENSOR from any claims for 
personal injuries, including death, arising out of, incurred or caused by operations under this 
license by LICENSEE or otherwise arising out of this license.  The policies shall provide the 
amounts of insurance elsewhere mentioned and before delivery of the license all policies shall be 
submitted to LICENSOR for approval.  Each insurance policy shall name the City of 
Poughkeepsie as an "additional named insured" thereof, and shall be delivered to the LICENSOR.  
Each policy and certificate shall have endorsed thereon:  "No cancellation of or change in this 
policy shall become effective until after ten (10) days notice by registered mail to the Corporation 
Counsel of the City of Poughkeepsie, Municipal Building, Poughkeepsie, New York."  
 

If, at any time, any of the said policies shall be or become unsatisfactory to LICENSOR 
as to form or substance or if a company issuing such policies shall become unsatisfactory to 
LICENSOR, and such opinion is deemed justified, LICENSEE shall promptly obtain a new 
policy, submit the same to LICENSOR for approval and submit certificate thereof as hereinabove 
provided.  Upon failure of LICENSEE to furnish, deliver and maintain such insurance as above 
provided, this license may, at the election of the LICENSOR, be forthwith declared suspended, 
discontinued, or terminated and any and all payments made by LICENSEE on account of this 
license shall thereupon be retained by LICENSOR as liquidated damages.  Failure of LICENSEE 
to take out and/or maintain or the taking out and/or maintenance of any required insurance shall 
not relieve LICENSEE from any liability under the license, nor shall the insurance requirements 
be construed to conflict with the obligations of LICENSEE concerning indemnification.  All 
required insurance must be in effect and continued so during the life of the license in not less than 
the following amounts: 
 

(a) Workman's Compensation Insurance, unlimited. 
(b) New York State Disability Benefits Policy,      

   unlimited. 
(c) General Liability Insurance with a combined 

single limit of TWO MILLION ($2,000,000.00) 
DOLLARS per occurrence naming the City of 
Poughkeepsie as an additional insured. 

(d) Product Liability Insurance. 
 

In the event that claims in excess of these amounts are filed, the amount of such 
claims, or any portion thereof may be withheld from payment due or to become due LICENSEE 
until such time as LICENSEE shall furnish such additional security covering such claims as may 
be determined by LICENSOR. 
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28. Should LICENSOR, in its sole judgment, decide that LICENSEE is not operating the 
license herein granted in a satisfactory manner, then LICENSOR may terminate this license by 
notice in writing, effective fifteen (15) days from mailing, the license to terminate as though it 
were the time provided in this license, all rights of LICENSEE therein shall be forfeited without 
any claims for damages, compensation, refund of LICENSEE investment, if any, or any other 
payment whatsoever against LICENSEE.  The fifteen-day notice to terminate this agreement shall 
include a statement of the conditions which have caused the notice to be issued and LICENSEE 
shall have fifteen (15) days from the mailing of the notice to cure the condition and require the 
termination to be withdrawn.  The fifteen-day cure period shall be strictly enforced regardless of 
the nature of the condition to be cured, unless otherwise mutually agreed upon in writing by both 
parties. 

  
29. In the event this license terminates as aforesaid; any property of the LICENSEE within 

said licensed area may be held by the LICENSOR until all indebtedness of LICENSEE hereunder 
at the time of termination of this license is paid in full. 
 

30. LICENSEE at the expiration or sooner termination of this license as provided herein, shall 
quit and surrender the licensed premises and all property thereon. 

 
31. Neither this license nor any interest created hereby may be assigned or transferred by 

operation of law or otherwise without the express written consent of the LICENSOR, it being the 
intention of the LICENSOR to grant this license personally to the LICENSEE. 

 
32. This license cannot be changed orally. 

 
33. The LICENSEE shall provide to LICENSOR a list of all members of the LLC 

immediately upon full execution of this license agreement. Any changes to the list of members 
must be provided to LICENSOR.  

 
34. NOTICES:  

 
Where provision is made herein for notice to be given in writing, the same may be given by 

mailing a copy of such notice by registered mail, or certified mail, addressed to the address set 
forth below or by delivering a copy of said notice personally. 

 
LICENSEE:   ESS HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC 
 
 
 With copy to:   
 
 
LICENSOR:   City of Poughkeepsie 
   Attn:  City Administrator 
   62 Civic Center Plaza 
   Poughkeepsie NY 12601 
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 With copy to:  City of Poughkeepsie 
   Attn:  Corporation Counsel 
   62 Civic Center Plaza 
   Poughkeepsie NY 12601 
    

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the 

day and year first above written. 
 
      ESS HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC 
       
 
      BY: __________________________________ 
        
 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 
 
 

BY:________________________________ 
YVONNE D. FLOWERS, MAYOR 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2. R-24-26, Resolution Accepting Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Infrastructure 
Grant. 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION  
ACCEPTING ZERO-EMISSION VEHICLE (ZEV] INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT 

(R-24-26) 
 

R-24-25 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, PATTERSON THOMPSON AND 
GRANT: 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has been awarded a grant from the New York 

State Department of Environmental Conservation (“NYSDEC”) in the amount of $207,167.50 to 

install electric vehicle charging station components primarily for public use; and 

WHEREAS, the approval of this resolution will have no fiscal impact to the 2024 budget 

as the Project does not require a match; and  

WHEREAS, this action is a Type II action pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(2) requiring 

no review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).  

NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Administrator or Mayor is authorized to execute a 

Grant Agreement with the NYSDEC and any and all other contracts, documents and instruments 

necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the City of Poughkeepsie’s obligations under 

the Grant Agreement.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK: 

 



     

 

 

Honorable Marc Nelson  
Mayor 
City of Poughkeepsie  
62 Civic Center Plaza, 3rd floor  
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
Dear Mayor Nelson: 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the City of Poughkeepsie has been awarded a grant of 
$207,167.50 for application DEC01-ZEVIN-2022-00070 through Round 6 of the 
Municipal Zero-emission Vehicle (ZEV) Infrastructure Grant Program.   
 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) applauds your 
initiative in helping New York State achieve the greenhouse gas emission reductions 
required under the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act and to meet its 
commitments under the Multi-State ZEV Memorandum of Understanding, which aims to 
put 3.3 million ZEVs on the roads of participating states by 2025. Your initiative is also 
consistent with the State’s plan that 100 percent of new passenger cars and trucks will 
be zero-emissions by 2035.  
 
After DEC receives procurement approval for this grant round from the Office of the 
New York State Comptroller, you will receive an email outlining the next steps in 
preparing to execute a state assistance contract for this grant award. The Master 
Contract for Grants for this award will be developed in the Grants Gateway. We 
recommend visiting the Grants Management website at 
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/ to become familiar with the Grants Gateway and the 
contracting process. 
 
We look forward to working together to achieve a resilient, climate-ready future for all 
New Yorkers. 
 

Sincerely, 

                                         

       Basil Seggos 
Commissioner 

 

c: Daniel Vonknoblauch   

https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/
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3. R-24-27, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing Regarding the Proposed 
Nomination of 124 Smith Street and 63 Cottage Street as Local Historic 
Landmarks. 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC 
HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF 124 SMITH STREET 

AND 63 COTTAGE STREET AS LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS 
 

(R-24-27) 
 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER JAMES: 
 
 
 WHEREAS, 124 Smith Street and 63 Cottage Street in the City of Poughkeepsie are 

owned by AME Zion Church, who is desirous of securing a designation of both 124 Smith Street 

and 63 Cottage Street as local historic landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on March 14, 2024 regarding the 

nomination of 124 Smith Street and 63 Cottage Street as local historic landmarks; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and approved the 

application on March 14, 2024; and  

R-24-26 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council for 

consideration; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the 

designation of any historic landmark; and  

NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and 

directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held April 16, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. concerning 

the designation of 124 Smith Street and 63 Cottage Street as local historic landmarks. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
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VI. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
 

1. O-24- 02, Ordinance Amending §13-126 of Chapter 13 of the City of 
Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” – 
Hammersley Residential District 

 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-126 
OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC” 

 
(O-24-02) 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER GRANT: 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-126 is hereby amended by the following addition: 
 

Section 13-126(C)(2) District 6 -  Permits for public parking permit system. 
 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated 
as a public parking permit area and is to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this 
Article: 

 
Hammersley Ave, Both sides, between Church St. and Forbus St. Permit Parking Only 
+ 2 hour parking. Sunday through Saturday except holidays 

 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

R-24-27 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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2. O-24-03, Ordinance Amending §13-175 of Chapter 13 of the City of 
Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled “Stop Signs; Locations Designated” 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-175 
OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC” 

 
(O-24-03) 

 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK: 
 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
 
SECTION 1:  §13-175 is hereby amended by the following addition: 
 

Section 13-175 Stop Signs; Locations Designated 
 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated 
as a public parking permit area and is to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this 
Article: 

 
On Academy St. at the intersection of South Ave. & Phoenix St.  

 
 

O-24-02- VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     

 



Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 2, 2024 
 
 
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 
 
ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 
 
 

 
 
 

3. LL-24-05, a Local Law Amending the Permitted Uses in the C-2 Zoning District to 
Allow Restaurants on the First Floor of New Mixed-Use Structures. 

 
 

(LL 24-05) 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE PERMITTED USES IN THE C-2 ZONING 
DISTRICT TO ALLOW RESTAURANTS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF NEW MIXED-

USE STRUCTURES 
 

SPONSOR:  COUNCILMEMBER HENRY 
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 
 
SECTION 1:  Section 19-3.23(2)(a), outlining permitted uses in the C-2 Zoning District, is 
amended as follows:   
 
14. Multiple dwellings in new structures at urban density (R-6), provided that the first floor is 
devoted to retail, or service or restaurant use; and further provided that the usable open space 
requirements of Section 19-3.15(4)(i) are satisfied. 

O-24-03 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     

 

https://ecode360.com/27016439#27016439
https://ecode360.com/27016439#27016439
https://ecode360.com/27015946#27015946
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SECTION 2. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 
Secretary of State.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 

 
 
 
ACTION AGENDA: 
 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  [ADDED BY ADDENDUM] 
 

1. R-24-28, Resolution Introducing a Local Law Amending the Zoning Code to 
Provide a definition for “Warehouse” 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
(R 24-28) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE ZONING CODE 

TO PROVIDE A DEFINITION FOR “WAREHOUSE” 

LL-24-05- VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER GRANT : 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law amending the Zoning Code to provide 

for a definition for “Warehouse” be and hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the 

City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 5:30 pm 

in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, 

New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 
 
 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Menist and seconded by Councilmember Grant to 
amend Resolution R-24-28 to include the date and time of the public hearing not included in 
the original Resolution as printed 
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(LL 24-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE ZONING CODE TO  
PROVIDE A DEFINITION FOR “WAREHOUSE” 

 
SPONSOR:  COUNCILMEMBER GRANT 
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 
 
SECTION 1: LEGISLATIVE INTENT  
 
A recent interpretation request before the Zoning Board of Appeals brought light to the fact that 
the City’s code permits “Warehouses” in various zoning districts but does not provide a 
definition for that use.  To clarify the legislative intent of this Common Council as to what 
qualifies as a “warehouse,” the Common Council hereby adds a definition to the Code.   
 
 
SECTION 2:  A new definition is added to the Code for “warehouse” as follows:  
 
WAREHOUSE:  A building used primarily for the storage of goods and materials. However, for 
purposes of the zoning code, specifically excluded from this definition is a “self-storage facility,” 
as defined in Section 19-3.25, and a “miniwarehouse,” as defined in 19-2.2.   
 
 
SECTION 2. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 
Secretary of State.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________  
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2. R-24-29, Resolution Amending the Rules of Conduct and Procedure of the 
Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
R-24-29 

 

 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby amends the 2024 Rules of Conduct and 
Procedure of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as shown on the attached 
document which is made a part of this Resolution. This resolution shall replace the Rules of 
Conduct adopted by Resolution R-24-02 and by Resolution R-24-11.   

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK 

 
 
 
RULES OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURE: BY-LAWS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE FOR THE YEAR 2024 
 

Amended 4/2/24 

RULE I. Regular meetings of the Common Council shall be held on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month at six thirty in the evening at the City Hall, or at such other place 
as the Chairperson shall appoint.  The first regular meeting of January shall be held on 
January 2, 2024 at four thirty o’clock in the evening at City Hall.  In case of a holiday on any 
such day, the regular meeting shall be held on another date.  The Common Council may 
adjourn when convened, to any other day or place, every such stated or adjourned meeting 

R-24-28 - VOICE VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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of the Council. In addition, there shall be informational meetings and special  meetings held 
as provided in the Charter.   

RULE II. The Councilmember elected At-Large shall be designated as Council Chair, the 
presiding  officer, and the Common Council shall elect its Vice Chairperson in the manner 
provided for in the Charter.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the Vice Chairperson, 
the Council shall, by majority vote, elect a  Vice Chairperson, at its next regular meeting and 
within thirty (30) days of vacancy of the office.   

RULE III. There shall be a standing sub-committee of the Common Council known as the 
Finance  Committee. The members of the Finance Committee shall be appointed 
pursuant to the City Charter. The  Chairperson may create additional such 
subcommittees or special committees as they deem necessary  and appropriate.   

RULE IV. The City Chamberlain shall record the attendance at meetings. The order of 
business at  regular meetings shall be as follows:   

1. Pledge of allegiance and Roll Call.  
2. Review of the minutes of the previous meeting.  
3. Reading by City Chamberlain of any resolution or other items not listed   
on the printed agenda.  
4. Presentations of Petitions and Communications 
5. Public Participation-limited to 45 minutes.   
6. Chairperson’s comments and presentations.   
7. Mayor's Comments New and Unfinished Business and Announcements  
8. New and Unfinished Business and Announcements   
9. Reports of Committees and Boards  

       10. CONSENT AGENDA: Motions and Resolutions  
11. CONSENT AGENDA: Ordinances and Local Laws 
12. ACTION AGENDA: Motions and Resolutions  
13. ACTION AGENDA: Ordinances and Local Laws  
14. Adjournment.   

RULE V. The presiding officer shall set the agenda at all meetings of the Common Council. 
A  councilmember may add items to New Business with the support of three (3) 
councilmembers. The order  of business may be departed from with a motion, second, and 
by a majority vote of the members present.  Any item added to an agenda must clearly 
identify a Councilmember as its sponsor.   

RULE VI. The presiding officer shall designate the seating arrangement for Councilmembers 
and staff  at Council meetings and the order of voting of Councilmembers on all matters 
coming before the Council  for a vote. The presiding officer may, if they so desire, present 
motions and resolutions to the Common Council, and they may debate on any question 
which is being considered by it. The presiding officer, if they  deem it appropriate, may allow 
Councilmembers or the Mayor to respond to or comment upon public  comments made at 
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each regular meeting during public participation (Item 4 of the Agenda set forth in Rule  IV 
above), prior to the adjournment of the meeting.  
 
RULE VII. The presiding officer shall have, to the fullest extent provided by New York State 
law, the  sole authority to regulate public comment at any meeting as they, in their sole 
discretion, shall see fit,  including, but not limited to, the authority to set priority for topics 
of comment and to declare any person  to be out of order for failure to follow their directives 
in this regard. In governing the meeting and  regulating public comment the presiding officer 
shall consider, but shall not be strictly bound by the  following guidelines:  

A. The public shall be allowed to speak during the period of the meeting designated as 
“Public Participation” or as such other time as a majority of the Council shall suspend 
these rules, or at a  duly called public hearing, or any other time required by state law or 
the City Charter. Speakers  must sign-in and provide their name, address, and 
organization they represent, if applicable.  Speakers must be recognized by the presiding 
officer. During the segment of the meeting designated  “Public Participation”, speakers 
shall limit their remarks to three minutes and will be advised by the  presiding officer 
when three minutes have expired. Speakers are requested to conclude their  remarks at 
that time. “Public Participation” is intended to afford persons an opportunity to 
express  opinions on items on the Common Council’s agenda. No Speaker shall be 
declared out of order, prevented from speaking or barred from attendance at any 
meeting because of any disagreement  with the Speaker’s position or view on any matter, 
because of the Speaker’s identity or because of  any disagreement with the content of 
relevant testimony.  

 
B. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. 

Speakers shall observe the rules of decorum set forth in Subsection C below. Interested 
parties or their  representatives may address the Council by written communications. 
Written communications shall be delivered to the City Chamberlain.  

 
C. Rules of decorum  
   1. Purposes of rules of decorum.  

 a. To ensure that meetings of the Common Council are conducted in a 
way that  allows the business of the City to be effectively undertaken.  

 b. To ensure that members of the public who attend meetings of the 
Common  Council can be heard in a fair, impartial manner.  

 c. To ensure that meetings of the Common Council are conducted in a 
way that is  open to all viewpoints and which is protective of the 
content of each speaker’s  speech and expression yet is free from 
hateful, abusive, obstructive or  intimidating behavior.  

 d. To ensure that these rules of decorum are understood by persons 
attending  Common Council meetings.  

 e. To ban egregious, inappropriate, and obstructive behavior at 
meetings of the  Common Council.  
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2. Sergeant At Arms. The Chief of Police or such member or members of the 
Police  Department as they may designate shall be Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
Common Council and  shall carry out all orders given by the presiding officer 
for purposes of maintaining order  and decorum at the Council meeting. Any 
member of the Common Council may move to  require the presiding officer to 
enforce the rules upon an affirmative vote of a majority  of the Common 
Council. 

 
3. Rules for the Speaker.  

a. The speaker shall conduct themselves in a professional and 
respectful manner.   
b. All remarks shall be directed to the Common Council, as a body, 
and not a City  staff or any member of the public in attendance.  
c. The speaker shall not defame, intimidate, make personal affronts, 
make  threats of violence, or use profanity. Comments should be 
directed toward why  the speaker either agrees or disagrees with an 
action, decision or proposal and  not attacks or insults personally 
against the decisionmaker(s).   
 

4. Rules for the public. Members of the public in the audience shall not engage 
in any of  the following activities during a Common Council meeting:  

a. Shouting, clapping, booing, heckling. unruly behavior, or speaking 
out when not recognized by the presiding officer. Such behavior is 
distracting to the members  of the Common Council and other 
members of the public, interfering with their  ability to listen to the 
current speaker.   
b. Defamation, intimidation, personal affronts, threats of 
violence, or profanity. c. Behavior that disrupts the orderly 
conduct of the meeting.  

5. Rules for Councilmembers. While the Common Council is in session, the 
members must  preserve order and decorum. Each Councilmember shall 
conduct themself with decorum  and shall neither, by conversation or 
otherwise, delay nor interrupt the proceedings or  the peace of the Common 
Council, nor disturb any member while speaking or refuse to  obey the orders 
of the presiding officer.  

 a. Speaker to be recognized by the presiding officer. No 
Councilmember wishing to  speak shall proceed until they shall have 
been recognized by the presiding  officer. After such recognition, the 
member shall confine discussion to the item at  hand and to its 
merits and shall not be interrupted except by a point of order 
or  privilege raised by another member. Speakers should address 
their remarks to  the presiding officer, maintain a courteous tone and 
shall avoid interjecting a  personal note into the debate.  
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 b. Discussion of Resolutions, Motions, Ordinances, Laws. Any 
Councilmember,  when recognized by the presiding officer, may 
speak on any Resolution, Motion,  Ordinance, Law on the printed 
Agenda during the period of discussion following  the introduction 
of the aforementioned items. The Councilmember(s) named as  the 
sponsor(s) of a Resolution, Ordinance, Law or Motion have the 
privilege of  speaking first. No member shall speak more than once 
on the same question  unless every member desiring to speak to 
that question shall have had the  opportunity to do so.  

6. Persons Authorized to be within Rail. No person except members of the 
Common Council  and City Staff shall be permitted within the rail without the 
consent of the presiding  officer. 

 
7. Enforcement of rules of decorum.  

a. Upon a violation of these rules of decorum, the presiding officer 
shall advise the  person or persons violating a rule or rules to cease 
the violation with a brief description of the conduct that is in 
violation. he speaker or member(s) of the public shall be advised to 
cease the violating conduct and that further violations  could result 
in removal from the meeting room.   
b. If a violation continues, the presiding officer shall issue a second and 
final  warning to the person(s) that they continue to be violation of the 
Rules of Conduct  and Decorum and that they will be required to leave 
the Common Council  Chambers if the violation continues.  
c. If the person or persons does not cease the violation(s) the presiding 
officer shall  declare the person out of order and advise the person(s) 
that their right to  continued attendance at the particular meeting has 
been revoked. The presiding  officer, or his/her/their designee, shall 
contact the Police to arrange for removal  of the person(s) from the 
meeting room. Said person shall be subject to all civil  and criminal 
penalties that may apply to their conduct.  

RULE VIII. When a question is under debate, no new motion shall be received, unless for 
the previous  question, to amend it, to lay on the table, to commit it, to postpone it, or to 
adjourn.  

RULE IX. A motion to lay a question on the table shall be decided without amendment or 
debate, and  a motion to postpone shall be decided without debate.  

RULE X. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order; and shall be decided without debate.  

RULE XI. Every member who shall be present when a question is put shall vote for or 
against the same,  or abstain with reasons for the abstention stated upon the record.  
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RULE XII. No question or motion, once put or lost, shall again be put unless reconsidered; 
and a  motion for reconsidering must be made not later than the next regular meeting after 
that on which the  decision proposed to be reconsidered took place, and shall be made by a 
member who voted with the  prevailing side. All motions for reconsidering must be passed 
by the affirmative vote of a majority of the voting power of the Common Council.  

RULE XIII. On the demand of any member, a roll call vote on any question shall be taken by 
ayes and  nays; and it shall be the duty of the City Chamberlain to enter on the minutes the 
names of the members  voting for or against the question, and also the name of the member 
demanding the roll call vote.  

RULE XIV. All appointments of officers and fixing of salaries shall be by ayes and nays.  

RULE XV. The legislation described below shall be read and laid over until the next meeting 
of the  Common Council unless consent for immediate adoption is approved by a majority 
vote of the Common  Council. This rule shall apply to:  

(a) The adoption of the budget  
(b) Ordinances 
(c) Local Laws  
(d) Resolutions amending the Rules and By-Laws of the Council  

 (e) Resolutions appropriating money, amending the budget, or 
approving the execution of contracts   

RULE XVI. In order to hear persons other than members of the Common Council, the Mayor, 
and members of City staff, it shall be necessary to pass a motion suspending the 5 rules of 
order. A motion to suspend the  rules may be made at any time during the meeting and shall 
be decided without debate. Any such person speaking shall confine themself to the subject 
and not longer than three (3) minutes, unless the time is  extended by the Chairperson. This 
rule shall not apply to public hearings.  

RULE XVII. All meetings of the Common Council shall be recorded by means of an audio 
and/or video  recording device. The archived results of the meetings shall be kept in the 
Office of the City Chamberlain, and shall be under their jurisdiction and control. Minutes of 
the proceedings shall be printed as soon as  possible after each meeting and presented to 
the Common Council at its next meeting for its approval or  correction. The minutes shall be 
available for public review in the Office of the City Chamberlain, and the  City Chamberlain 
shall give a copy of the minutes to persons requesting the same to the extent that they  are 
available. When a request is made for an annual record of the minutes, a fee shall be charged 
to cover  the expenses of the handling and recording and mailing if the record is on paper in 
accordance with the  New York Open Meetings Law. A Ten ($10.00) Dollar fee shall be paid 
if the record is digital.  

RULE XVIII. An executive session is that portion of the meeting not open to the public 
because of the  consideration of matters authorized for executive session pursuant to the 
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New York State Open Meetings  Law. Proposals, discussions, statements, and transactions in 
executive sessions are intended to be and shall  be held and maintained in confidence and 
shall not be disclosed.  

RULE XIX. The Mayor may be invited to comment to and address the Council and the public 
on any issues  of public concern raised by Councilmembers at the Council’s regular meetings 
each month, prior to motions  and resolutions being heard and at any time thereafter at the 
discretion of the Council chairperson.  

RULE XX. All legislation, including local laws, motions, resolutions, and ordinances 
presented to the  Common Council, except for procedural motions, such as motions to 
amend and motions to refer, shall be  numbered to simplify the tracking of such legislation, 
with the number clearly marked below the title of  each piece of legislation and on Common 
Council agendas, as follows:  

Local Laws: LL-Year- Sequential Number (LL01-1; LL01-2; etc.)   
Motions: M-Year-Sequential Number (M01-1; etc.)   
Resolutions: R-Year- Sequential Number (R01-1; etc.)   
Ordinances: O-Year- Sequential Number (O01-1; etc.)  

Additionally, any such item listed on the agenda must clearly identify a Councilmember as 
its sponsor.  

RULE XXI. The Chairperson of the Common Council shall give an address in response to the 
Mayor’s  annual state of the City address presented pursuant to section 3.02(h) of the City 
Charter at the next regular  meeting of the Common Council following the Mayor’s address.  

RULE XXII. The Chairperson, or Vice Chairperson in the Chairperson’s absence, is 
authorized to excuse a  Councilmember from attending up to three (3) consecutive regular 
meetings of the Common Council because of a medical injury or illness which physically 
prevents the Councilmember from attending the  meeting(s), if the medical injury or 
illness and physical inability to attend the meeting(s) is documented by  a physician’s note. 
Absences beyond three (3) consecutive regular meetings, for no more than an 
additional  three (3) consecutive regular meetings, may be excused by a majority vote of 
the entire Council, based  upon a written physician’s note documenting the medical injury 
or illness which physically prevents the  Councilmember from attending the meeting(s). 
This medical information is confidential and shall not be  disclosed or discussed by 
individual Council members other than to note that the requesting member 
has  documented the need for their absence.   

RULE XXIII. The following rules shall apply to a legally required public hearing held before 
the Common  Council:  

(a) Speakers shall register in writing prior to the beginning of the hearing by 
 providing their name, address, and organization if any. Individuals arriving after the 
 commencement of the hearing shall be permitted to register upon arrival as long as 
 the Chairperson has not closed the hearing.  
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(b) The Chairperson shall recognize each speaker, in the order registered, when the 
 hearing is commenced. Speakers shall identify themselves, their address and 
 organization, if any, prior to the remarks.  

(c) Speakers must limit their remarks to five (5) minutes. Remarks shall be 
 addressed only to the hearing issues. Failure to limit comments to the public hearing 
 shall be enforced by the presiding officer in the same manner as a violation of the 
 Rules of Decorum. Speakers may not yield any remaining time they may have to 
 another speaker.  

 (d) Speakers at a public hearing shall follow the Rules of Decorum as set forth in 
Rule VII (b) & (c). Failure to follow the Rules of Decorum shall be enforced by the 
presiding officer.   
(e) The Chamberlain shall include in the minutes of the hearing the name, address, 

 and  organization, if any, of each speaker, a brief synopsis of the remarks, and a list 
 of written statements submitted to the Council and shall either attach the 
 statements to the minutes or indicate that said  statements are available in the Office 
 of the Chamberlain.  
 
RULE XXIV:  A memorialization resolution is used to make any statement that asks another 
government of�icial or body to act or intended to encourage support or opposition to an 
action by or being considered by another government of�icial or body. Any memorialization 
shall require at least four sponsors and must have a direct impact on City of Poughkeepsie 
Government and provide a �iscal impact statement and other supporting documentation for 
such proposed action. Any memorialization to the NYS Legislature or the US Congress must 
have bill numbers in both houses and the bills must be referred to and attached to the 
resolution. 
 
Adopted by the Common Council:  April 2, 2024  

Resolution R-24-29 
 

 
 
 

 

 

R-24-29 – ROLL CALL VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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VIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public 
comment on any agenda and non-agenda item.  

 
• Warren Jones – N. Clover 
• Laurie Sandow – S. Grand Ave* 
• Jamar Cummings 
• Renni Altman – Vassar Temple 
• Carmen McGill – Glenwood Ave 
• Darrett Roberts – Hooker Ave 
• Sandra Goldberg – Dutton Ave 
• Brian Robinson – Montgomery St. 
• Alisa Kwitney – Hyde Park 
• Daniel Atonna – Ward 8 
• Zayn Hamad-Bull – Overlook Rd 
• Jennah 
• Lean  
• Sam Finnerman – Ivy Terrace  
• Kaleb Croft – Hook Rd 

*Submitted written comments 
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IV. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Now, Council Chair’s comments are going to be a little longer than usual. 
 
To contextualize somebody’s right. 
So as we know that, you know, there's some been some things said - different things have [been] 
going on. 
 
First I want to address our mayor’s city of address.The mayor came and gave a steady city 
address where she focused on issues of the city. 
 
Pertaining to our mental health issues, our homeless and unhoused individuals working with the 
Children's cabinet and the Common Council is in full support of the mayor city address. Those 
issues are something that we have been plagued with and working with for a long time now. 
 
As far as the freedom of First Amendment rights and the freedom of speech as it goes 
into common Council meetings, it's been addressed. It's been talked about several times. I just 
want to make - to bring clarity to that. 
 
You've heard other people come up and speak of Open Meetings Law or OML, you hear 
people talk about the Charter. If you go over there, there's three different piles. 
 
There's three different piles. One has the charter rules on it, which is the rules of decorum in this 
public body. The rules of decorum have been in place for years now. 
 
Then you also have Open Meetings Law or OML, the frequently asked questions and responses 
to what is considered a public body and what should happen. 
 
Mister Chair Wilson did not make this up. It's been referred to several times. OML – Open 
Meetings Law. Right there on the paper is the document where it says that the public body can 
establish rules of decorum for their meetings. It also says that the public body can establish 
times for the public to speak. It also definitely says when a person is asking OML, do the citizens 
have a right to speak? And OML - and all you can research, Google it and if you find something 
different, please come back and show me. It says the public body does not even have to allow the 
public to speak, but if they do, then they are allowed to set the rules for it. 
 
So the fact of the matter is that we - and I have addressed this before - is that we do allow the 
public to speak with decorum. But the Open Meetings Law, the Charter rules and the rules 
of decorum are right there for anybody to see. And if you want to Google it, you can check for 
yourself. 
 
So there is no violation of people's right to have freedom of speech, because we know 
the freedom of speech is limited to certain situations. So, the fact that we are allowing people to 
come and speak, the fact we allow you to have signs. All we're asking for is to have some 
respectful decorum. 
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That's simple. It's not a hard request. 
 
It's not something new, it is not something that Chair Wilson just brought up. Chair Wilson 
might have printed it out for people to actually see it, so that they can see and read for   
themselves, so they can Google and things like that.  But it also speaks to the rules of the 
Common Council, which is the public body. 
 
Now, if anybody, like I said, has an issue with that or are reading something differently, please, 
just as you saw those that were here earlier, people will come up and ask me, you have the email 
address. You can email me. 
 
The council, the majority of the council went to council training. It is in the charter [it] says that 
we have to go to council training. 
 
In the past, other citizens have came up and said all the different things about the council. 
We went to the New York State - cities and municipalities training for New York State. The 
most official training, you can say, for New York State with [sic] this information came from. 
 
So then we checked that. 
 
But once again it’s contextualized that this council doesn't know [what] it's doing. And that goes 
to what I want to talk about: narrative and contextualization. 
 
People are talking about the ceasefire, and it's talking about the council and who was voted no. 
 
What people might not have heard. 
 
No one didn't say that they were against genocide. 
No one didn't say they were against the ceasefire. 
 
They were talking about the resolution and the wording of the resolution, which has caused the 
divide, as we can see clearly in front of us every meeting. 
 
[Inaudible comments from audience] 
 
And here. And here -here. Here we go again. 
 
Here we go again. We – we, we want to have this. 
 
Decorum. We talk about decorum. We want to be heard. But then you don't want to 
be respectful, but you want to be heard. You say you want to be heard, but you don't want to be 
respectful, you know. So that's the that's part of the things, of this. 
 
So this is just like we said, it's a public meeting. It's a public space. So people in public want to 
record. That's what you have signed up for. But we still can be respectful of each other, 
whether the people agree or not agree. 



Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 2, 2024 
 
 
 
That's the situation. 
 
[Comments from audience] 
 
And if you read Open Meetings Law, you are now violating your democracy rules right here. 
 
Yes, right. You are now in violation once again. 
 
As I was saying, one of the things that as we can see that we can't be civil amongst these 
different issues because we have two sides, there's different people [they] have opinions, which 
was said by the council members prior to. As I had suggested before, a common ground that 
there would be a coalition. Could there be? Now, the issue was walked on to the agenda, which 
is allowable by the charter. 
 
So some people said, well, you said it was a task force. You said this, but then you did it against 
it. That is not what happened. Well, that is what happened. That's not what happened purposely  -
it was walked on. 
 
That is in the charter. Councilmembers are allowed to walk on items, as you saw, even today, 
there are walk on items. So that's why the resolution came forward. 
 
It was then voted [on]. It did not pass. So, the resolution has not been brought back up. 
 
[It]Is not here in front of us today. But yet and still, there's people that are trying to say that the 
council has did this and the council has did that. 
 
We have spoke[n] about it. 
 
Mr...well, someone had spoke[n] earlier and said they've been talking about this issue since 
October. So, to say that this council doesn't care. This is the same issue that has been going on 
around the world. 
 
That's it. 
 
As far as… 
 
[audience disruption] 
 
As far as the mayor and what was said about the mayor's administration. The City of 
Poughkeepsie, that everybody is here speaking of, that they love and dearly care for that we all 
do. 
 
In the mayor's short time and administration, not only has she been putting Poughkeepsie on the 
national map with a meeting with the Harlem Children's Zone, meeting with… setting up 
meetings with Purpose Built, which is a national organization that deals with affordable and 
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mixed housing in the nation, setting up meetings in the future with Blue Meridian, which is one 
of the national organizations for philanthropic groups, and going out to Minnesota for Ampact, to 
look at their peer work with mental health people. So you can say what you want and believe 
what you want, but the mayor is definitely trying to put Poughkeepsie on the map nationally and 
meeting with the best advisors to do what's best for the City of Poughkeepsie. 
 
And it's not going to happen overnight because we didn't get here overnight. But if you see the 
mayor's agenda, you see the mayor's postings, you see that she's all over the place trying and 
looking for the best solutions for the City of Poughkeepsie.  
 
Myself, the mayor and several other people are born and raised in the city of Poughkeepsie. 
 
What contextualize. Why would a…. what is the narrative? What is the reason that the narrative 
keeps saying that there's some corruption? Why would we wait? I mean, I'm not going to say 
her age. Why would I wait 48 years, 48 years to live in a city, get on the ballot, to be voted in, to 
now conspire against the same place that I live? It just – does - the contextualization 
doesn't mean.. this is just weird to me, you know? And it's kind of interesting to me. I don't know 
the right word to use for it. But we, you know, many people come here and speak about 
the youth. 
 
People keep speaking about the youth and the people talk about the youth a lot, and we talk 
about we want them to see, and we want them to grow up and we want them to be leaders and 
things like that. As such. 
 
But I'm not really sure of the word to use, because here lies people that at one time were 
those same young people, those same young people in the audience. 
 
So, yes, some people might have just came here 10 years, 20 years, 15 years [ago]. So, they 
might not know. They might not know that, when the crack epidemic surged through 
Poughkeepsie and People Against Crack marched against narcotics, with Pacman and the drill 
team and Mr. Norman Tilley and Basil Greene and Lateef Islam that, like Yvonne flowers, 
was walking the streets, that Da’Ron Wilson was walking the streets as a youth with the caskets 
up and down the streets? They don't know about young people against crack and crime, where 
we were speaking out all over the city. 
 
They don't know about Harambee, which is a young organization. 
 
They don't know about the Police Athletic League that did softball on King Street with Dori 
Marcinelli and Miss Nancy. 
 
They don't know about the Little League programs. 
 
[audience disruption] 
 
You're not making any sense. But that's okay. 
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[continued disruption] 
 
 As I was saying.  As I was saying, those people that want to come into the city and tell the 
people in the city who have been doing the work of the city for years and years, are now being 
victimized and villainized for upholding the city because their agenda is not being passed, 
because the mission is not being heard. Instead of listening and trying to work together. 
 
And that's all that's been asked, can there be a work together? Can we work together?  And as I 
speak now, as you can see, the disrespect but want to be respected. 
 
And once again, as I was stating earlier, the different things that have been going on throughout 
the lifespans of all of these individuals up here to act like it's nothing and act like there's another 
agenda. None of these people took office to conspire against the city. 
 
Each one of them have their own passion. Each one of us have our own beliefs. And as you can 
see, we can respectfully disagree. But we still have a mission that the people and the citizens of 
Poughkeepsie want us to address. 
 
Now, before I close, while I wait for the mayor, one last thing. 
 
When a meeting is adjourned, that means the meeting is adjourned. There's not official 
business, but I will address the fact that at the last meeting, the meeting was adjourned, and the 
people asked, who do we serve? And I will not make any apologies to anybody to say that I do -  
I serve a higher power, which I choose to call Allah. 
 
Now, if I say I serve God, would that be okay? If I said something else, would that be okay? I do 
not serve, man. I'm in service to the community. I'm in service to the people. 
 
Just like when I was a paper boy, just like when I worked at Friendly's, I was in a service. But 
you will never get me to say that I serve man and feel ashamed that I said I serve a higher 
power, because that is who I serve. Just like as a Cub Scout, you say all my honor to do my duty 
to God and my country. We say the pledge allegiance, we say God. 
 
When we took our oath of office, some of us put our hand over a Bible and some of us put our 
hand on a Koran. 
 
So there's a problem with the word Allah, and me saying that I serve Allah over man. Well, then, 
I don't know what to tell you because that's never going to be changed. That's never going to 
change. 
 
Due to the continued disruption of the public attendees, Vice Chair Shook made a motion to 
adjourn which was seconded by Councilmember Grant 
 
Chairman Wilson then called for a Roll Call Vote to adjourn the meeting. 
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Councilmember Menist made a point of information to ask what the vote was being called for 
and Chairman Wilson indicated that it was to adjourn the meeting. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm 
 
Dated: March 8, 2024 
 
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 
Meeting held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna M. DeLuca 
Deputy City Chamberlain

Motion to Adjourn – ROLL CALL VOTE 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Henry Voter     
Councilmember Menist Voter     
Councilmember Brown Voter     

Councilmember James Voter     
Councilmember Grant Voter     
Councilmember Deichler Voter     
Majority Leader Patterson Thompson Voter     
Vice Chair Shook Voter     
Chairman Wilson Voter     
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