
Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of October 15, 2024 

The City of Poughkeepsie 
New York 

Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday,October15,2024 6:30 PM Common Council Chambers 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie 
Common Council the date is October 15, 2024, and the time is 7:05pm

I. ROLL CALL:

9 Present, 0 Absent () 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown and seconded by 
Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson. 

CCM & PH Minutes of October 1, 2024 - VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist, 

Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James, 
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 8th Ward Deichler, 

Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson, Council Member- 4th 
Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. Public Hearing on Amending Section 15-10 of City Code on October 1,
2024

2. Public Hearing on Amending Chapter 18 % of City Code on October 1,
2024
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3. Common Council Meeting Minutes of October 1, 2024

Ill. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed 

on the printed agenda 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public comment on any agenda and 
non-agenda item. 

Daniel Atonna 
Ken Stickle 
Laurie Sandow* 

*Submitted written comments [Placed at the end of these minutes]

VI. CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

I want to thank everybody that came out today for our public hearings as well as our common council 
meetings. 

I want to thank all those concerned. Just to let everyone know as well, while I speak for myself, 
I can't speak for the other council, but I do believe we share the same sentiment that preserving 
our historic areas and the historic preservation of our city is of utmost importance for all of us, and 
we look forward to making sure that we're working in conglomerate. And with the HDLPC. 

One of the things I also want to celebrate and congratulate Captain Wilson, who's now Chief Wilson 
on his new appointment to the city of Poughkeepsie's Chief Department. Well-deserved. 
And I just want to also mention too, you know, I was .. that's what I was looking for on paper. But, you 
know, we have to .. we talk about the history of Poughkeepsie. We talk about "back in the days". One 
of the things we want to also focus on is neighborhood and being a neighbor. 

A neighbor is someone that is commonly in close proximity to each other but considerate of each 
other. 

You know, we're getting a lot of complaints about noise violations and things like that, and that's just 
coming from not being a good neighbor. And we need to get back to people just being a good 
neighbor and being considerate. Having a conversation with your neighbor, not saying you have to 
do everything, but if there's a party or certain events, don't make it every week and there are people 
that are trying to sleep and work and things like that. So for those that are out there that are listening 
or watching. Just remember being .... one of the things that made Poughkeepsie one of those cities 
that people used to talk about was our neighborhood and being neighbors and people knew each 

other. 

ddeluca
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2. LL-24-11, Local Law Amending Section 15-10 "Signs, Stickers, Posters,
Letters, Figures, Advertising Devices Upon Sidewalks; Posting Prohibited"
to Add Regulations Regarding "A Frame" Signs

A motion to table the vote for LL-24-11 was made by Councilmember - 2nd 
Ward Menist and seconded by Council Member- 6th Ward Grant. 

MOTION TO TABLE LL-24-11 I 

Yes/Aye: Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Council member - 2nd Ward Meni� 
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward Jame 
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 8th Ward Deichl 
Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson, Council Member- L1 
Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

XII. ACTION AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

XIII. ACTION AGENDA: ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:

A motion to Adjourn was made by Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson and 
seconded by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown. 

CCM Minutes of October 15, 2024 - VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist, 
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James, 
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 8th Ward Deichler, 
Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson, Council Member- 4th 
Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

Dated: October 21, 2024

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common

Council Meeting held on Tuesday, October 15, 2024

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. DeLuca

Deputy City Chamberlain



Laurie Sandow comments, Common Council meeting, October 15, 2024

On tonight’s Council agenda, we find eight different “Consent Agenda” items, and zero

“Action Agenda” items. Yup, once again in the City of backroom deals, we have

Councilmembers who, behind the closed doors of their private caucus, have agreed to

approve certain items without ever consulting their constituents or publicly revealing their

own knowledge and positions.

Democracy depends on informed citizens. But in the City of Poughkeepsie, darkness and

backroom deals—and not the sunlight of democracy—are the rule of the day and reign

supreme.

At the last Council meeting, Da’Ron Wilson revealed some of the recent sorrows he’s

experienced, for which I have great sympathy. As one grows older, these sorrows come to

visit all of us more frequently and are recognized as part of the shared human experience.

Curiously, though, Wilson did not use the opportunity to apologize for his own violations of

decorum, instead renewing his attacks on those he described as (quote): “hyper-focused

individuals that try to come and destroy us.”

Out to destroy? What a bizarre and self-absorbed perspective. What is more destructive and

anti-democratic than the abuse of power and limitations this Council imposes on the public?

What has been more destructive to public knowledge and this City’s overall body politic

than the absence of public comment periods at all City board and commission meetings?

What and who is more judgmental? misrepresenting and demonizing freedom of speech and

demand for accountability as if they are judgment? It’s not the public. It’s the Council that,

meeting after meeting, shows their judgment and contempt for the public, living and dying

by the mobster code of omertà.



Are my public comments focused on transparency, accountability, and due diligence? You

bet they are. These are qualities that are sorely absent from both City Administration and

Council. The phrase “Speaking Truth to Power” is a non-violent political tactic originated in

a pamphlet written by the civil rights activist Bayard Rustin—I hope you know who he was.

We have electeds who relish their personal power while rejecting the truth and truthtellers.

They use their seats for personal privilege, gain and cronyism, carrying out their private

vendettas while pretending that they’re observing decorum and implementing best practices.

So if a single Councilmember believes that transparency, accountability and due diligence

will result in their destruction, no worries: they—and no one else—will be the agents of

their own destruction.

As I run out of time, I make note that there are Councilmembers collecting money and using

Ward funds to benefit the projects of their personal friends, families and allies. We also have

Yvonne Flowers using City money to plant trees in front of the CommunityMatters2

building—the organization that replaced the Family Partnership as the Flowers Family fiscal

sponsor, is the sponsor of the Mayor’s Ball, and where both Yvonne Flowers and Da’Ron

Wilson sit as board members. These and others are ethics violations infesting the City of

Poughkeepsie, which need to be addressed but can’t be fit into just a three minute comment

period.




