
Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of December 3, 2024 

The City of Poughkeepsie 
New York 

Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 6:30 PM Common Council Chambers 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common 
Council the date is December 3, 2024, and the time is 6:37pm.

I. ROLL CALL:

8 Present, 1 Absent (Councilmember Deichler) 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Council Member- 6th Ward Grant and seconded 
by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown. 

Common Council Public Hearing & Meeting Minutes of November 19,2024 - VOICE 
VOTE 

Yes/Aye: Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist, 
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James, 
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson 
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large 
Wilson 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: Council Member- 8th Ward Deichler 

Result: Passed 

1. Common Council Public Hearing Minutes of November 19, 2024 - Proposed
Downtown Business Improvement District

2. Common Council Public Hearing Minutes of November 19, 2024 - Tax Levy
Override

3. Common Council Meeting of November 19, 2024
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Ill. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 
printed agenda 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

A motion to defer item numbers 1 and 2 under "Presentations of Petitions and Communications" 
to Corporation Counsel was made by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown and seconded by 
Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson. 

Motion to Defer Petitions to Corporation Counsel - Voice Vote 

Yes/Aye: Council Member-1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist, 
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James, 
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson 
Thompson, Council Member At-Large Wilson 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: Council Member- 4th Ward Nathan Shook 

Absent: Council Member- 8th Ward Deichler 

Result: Passed 

1. FROM ESS HOSPITALITY GROUP, a 30-day advance notice of an Amended
NYS Liquor License application

2. FROM NANCY LENHERT, a notice of property damage sustained on November 5,
2024

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public comment on any agenda and non­
agenda item. 

Warren Jones- N. Clover Street 
Carolyn Johnson 
Laurie Sandow- S. Grand Ave* 
Jose Perez- 21 Charles Street 
Daniel Atonna- 116 College Ave 

*Submitted written comments



Laurie Sandow comments, Common Council Meeting, December 3, 2024

​​​​I’m going to pick up where the 3-minute bell cut me off at the last Council meeting:

A few meetings ago, Megan Deichler announced her resignation from her 8th Ward seat. At 

that Council meeting she declared that her time as a Councilmember had been one of good, 

bad and ugly. Could Deichler have been referring to the icing on her own ugly two terms of 

office, during which she has barely met with or communicated with her constituents? And 

during her second term in office where she has not held an 8th Ward meeting with residents 

even once? After originally posting her resignation on Facebook—as if Facebook is an 

adequate way to communicate, and as if she expects constituents to read and follow her 

Facebook page—only after questioning at a subsequent Council meeting did she publicly 

reveal that she’d rescinded her resignation. Her rescission was not made for the benefit of 

the 8th Ward with whom she has zero relationship, No, it was made when she was informed 

of the terms in the City Charter. Her rescission was made instead for her own personal 

benefit, and to the detriment of the 8th Ward, which will now be deprived of Council 

representation during at least the first month of 2025, not to mention deprived of 

representation even tonight, where Deichler is absent without explanation.

Deichler takes credit for resolutions that have been fed to her by the organization “For The 

Many”, but she cannot demonstrate efforts she’s made in service and for the benefit of her 

own Ward. In fact, she’s given her own Ward money to projects outside the Ward. And how 

very un-amusing that she wanted to extend her term in office, while being absent from 

tonight’s meeting. She did not show up at any of the County’s meetings about bus route 

alterations, in order to advocate for restoration of the bus route to Spratt Park. She made no 

effort to repair the dilapidated Spratt Park concession stand. At the last Council meeting 

both she and City Administrator Donat knew nothing about the lead service line letters 

being received by homeowners in the 8th Ward and citywide. Why? Because she got her 

own lead lines repaired at City expense in 2023. In the meantime, Deichler is busy 

campaigning for Daniel Atonna to take her seat once vacated—the salaried For the Many 

organizer she’s previously identified as her campaign manager and proxy. Political 

patronage much?



Returning to the subject of bus routes, Nedra Thompson posted several items on Facebook 

today, trying to make it look as if this Council has been diligent in advocating for City 

residents regarding protecting and enhancing the bus routes affecting their constituents, as 

opposed to the service-depriving County route revisions that will go into effect on January 

4th 2025. Predictably, Councilwoman Thompson refuses to put anything in writing, simply 

saying “call me”. And if I don’t or won’t call her, instructing me to submit a Freedom of 

Information request. Because why would an elected in the City of Poughkeepsie ever, on the 

record, take responsibility and behave with transparency and accountability? I’m sure she’s 

got some hooey about bus routes prepared to deliver during tonight’s old and new business, 

when she can peddle a fabrication of self-protection without fear of public reply.

At the last Council meeting, the public got a good look at this Council’s dysfunction with a 

last-minute addition of a so-called public hearing to authorize the Mayor to sign certain 

documents regarding the Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency (“PURA”), and the Admiral 

William F. Halsey Senior Village. Yvonne Flowers found it laughable that no-one showed 

up to speak at the public hearing added at the last minute without a proper agenda item or 

vote by the Common Council. Tonight we have a repeat performance with the addition of a 

so-called public hearing deceptively named “Bardavon” Restore NY Grant Application, 

again without the hearing having properly appeared on a Council agenda or been scheduled 

as a public hearing by the city’s Common Council.

Also at the last Council meeting, the public got another good look at this Council’s 

dysfunction when Ondie James attempted to walk on an agenda resolution—a resolution 

that Council Chair Wilson would not, himself, agree to add. James said she’d been trying to 

walk the resolution onto the agenda since BEFORE the Council’s summer break, but 

somehow has been unable to do so until, maybe, possibly tonight. Once again, whatever 

she’s attempting to walk on does not appear on the printed agenda.

With time running out, I close by noting that there was a recent propaganda piece in the 

Poughkeepsie Journal about the Governess installing heated cabins on the deck to their 

restaurant, the former Ice House. 

<https://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/news/local/2024/11/25/poughkeepsie-the-gov

erness-embraces-winter-season/76221495007/>​



That deck used to be very clearly, though in small print, marked for public use. Did the City 

give away the public’s use? Was the Councilmember who sponsored the draft license 

agreement even familiar with the previous terms? Regardless, according to their current 

license agreement, the Governess is required to have a concession stand with a menu 

affordable to the public. When will they be shut down for violating the terms of their 

license? Why aren’t the Councilmembers who sponsored and voted to approve their license 

up in arms about this violation?

Quoting from the License Agreement between the City of Poughkeepsie and ESS 

Hospitality Group LLC: ​
“LICENSOR hereby grants to LICENSEE and LICENSEE hereby accepts from the 

LICENSOR a license to manage and operate for the period herein stated and subject to all 

the terms and conditions herein contained, the following described license for the privilege 

of operating the Restaurant and Concession Stand at Waryas Park, Poughkeepsie, New 

York, more specifically to be located in a building located in Waryas Park as described on 

Exhibit "A". ... Concession Stand shall be operated on the South side outdoor dining 

terrace, with direct access to ordering. ... 1. Said Restaurant and Concession Stand shall 

include and be limited to the privilege of furnishing food services and the sale of various 

food and beverage items provided, however, that such sale does not violate any other state or 

local statute, rule or regulation, and all food sold shall be of good quality. LICENSOR shall 

offer for sale, through the concession stand, the sale of small, carryout items for 

visitors to Waryas Park such as, but not limited to, soda/water, ice cream, shakes, 

chips, fries, salads, sandwiches, hot dogs and hamburgers....”
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At 7:05pm, a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss legal advice regarding a 

recent court decision was made by Council Member- 4th Ward Shook and seconded by 

Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown. 

At 7:57 pm, a motion to resume the Common Council Meeting was made by Council 
Member- 4th Ward Shook and seconded by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown. 

VI. CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

First of all, I just want to thank everybody that came out to do their comments to our public hearings 
and for voicing their opinions. Also, I wanted to make sure that, as I was addressing some of our 
comments, make sure that you are looking at open meetings law. When you're looking at open meeting 
law, please study that. 

Also want to say a shout out to those hopefully everybody as we go into the - had a happy holiday and -
this holiday season. I commend people and I you know challenge people to make sure they spend the 
time with their family and friends as much as possible. I know these times that this time of the year is 
also, you know, a lot oftimes sad for some people because of the losses that they might face. But as a 
community, if you know someone that is in need or support, please be able to reach out. As we see the 
temperatures are falling, if you know any elderly people are in situations, please reach out to make sure 
that they have the necessary heat. 

There's definitely a lot of food banks that have been taking place. Turkey drives. Those will continue 
on throughout the Christmas season, the holiday season. So, if you know any people in need, please 
reach out to your city council members and the city itself - mostly all of the local churches are doing 
food drives and the school district will be doing a holiday celebration as well. 

Mr. Perez did leave, but we did take - we did hear what you said about the stop sign on traffic issues. So, 
thank you for addressing that, because this council one thing I will it's one thing I will stand on as all 
the members of this council are concerned about the safety and children of all residents, but especially 
children. This council is definitely child and children focus. So, we don't want to see any issues 
happening with our children and our youth in the City of Poughkeepsie. 

And I want to thank everybody just for all the things that they've been doing as we come into end of the 
year. And, hopefully we continue to thrive in this great progress that we continue to move in the right 
direction despite some of the challenges that we might have and just let everybody know that once 
again, as I stated before, all of the council people here are humans. 
You know, we are all human and no one is above error and no one is out here to get anybody else. 
So everyone took this role in this position for their improving of the city that they live in and dearly love. 

And that is it. And I tum it over to the mayor's comments. 











EXTRACT OF MINUTES
(Supplemental Bond Resolution for 

Bridge Rehab Projects-Washington Street and Garden Street)
R-24-91

A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New 
York was convened in public session at the Council Chambers, City Hall, Poughkeepsie, New 
York on December 3, 2024 at 6:30 o'clock p.m., local time.

The meeting was called to order by _____________________, and, upon roll being called, the 
following members were:

PRESENT:

Councilmember at Large Da’Ron Wilson
Councilmember Earnest Henry
Councilmember Evan Menist
Councilmember Terriciena Brown
Councilmember Nathan Shook
Councilmember Ondie James
Councilmember Christopher Grant
Councilmember Nedra Patterson Thompson
Councilmember Megan Deichler

ABSENT:

The following persons were ALSO PRESENT:

Commissioner of Finance Brian Martinez, PhD

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember_____________, seconded by 
Councilmember______________, to wit;

SUPPLEMENTAL BOND RESOLUTION DATED DECMEBER 3, 2024

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECONSTRUCTION OF WASHINGTON STREET 
BRIDGE AND GARDEN STREET BRIDGE AT AN INCREASED ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 
COST OF $20,365,265 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE 
CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE,  DUTCHESS COUNTY,  NEW YORK IN AN AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  NOT  TO  EXCEED  $20,365,265  PURSUANT  TO  THE  LOCAL 
FINANCE  LAW  TO  FINANCE  A  PORTION  OF  THE  COST  THEREOF,  AND 
DELEGATING  CERTAIN  POWERS  IN  CONNECTION  THEREWITH  TO  THE 
COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (the “City”) has 
previously  approved  its  Bond  Resolution  No.  R19-35  dated  March  4,  2019  regarding  the 
Washington and Garden Street Bridge Projects (the “2019 Bond Resolution”), authorizing the 
issuance of serial bonds for the purposes described therein in an aggregate principal amount not 
to exceed $8,552,480; and 
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WHEREAS, the City has previously issued its Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2019A
dated May 2, 2019, including the principal amount of $1,000,000 issued pursuant to the 2019
Bond Resolution, and renewals of such notes; and

WHEREAS,  based  on  updated  estimated  costs  of  the  improvements  to  be  financed
pursuant to the 2019 Bond Resolution, including certain costs to be financed or reimbursed with
the proceeds of grants awarded to the City, it is necessary to increase the estimated project cost
and to modify the plan of financing as set forth herein; and

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (the “City”) (by the favorable vote of not less than
two-thirds of all of the members of the Common Council) as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections  1  and  2  of  the  2019  Bond  Resolution  are  hereby  amended  and
supplemented to read as follows:  

SECTION 1. The  reconstruction  of  the  Washington  Street  bridge,  including
related improvements, is hereby authorized at an increased estimated maximum
cost of $14,651,000 and said amount is hereby appropriated therefor.  It is hereby
determined that said purpose is an object or purpose described in subdivision 10
of paragraph a of Section 11 of the Local Finance Law, and that the period of
probable usefulness of said purpose is twenty years. 

SECTION 2. The reconstruction of the Garden Street bridge, including related
improvements, is hereby authorized at an increased estimated maximum cost of
$5,714,265,  and  said  amount  is  hereby  appropriated  therefor.   It  is  hereby
determined that said purpose is an object or purpose described in subdivision 10
of paragraph a of Section 11 of the Local Finance Law, and that the period of
probable usefulness of said purpose is twenty years. 

SECTION 2. It is hereby determined that the aforesaid purpose described constitutes a Type II
Action as defined under the State Environmental Quality Review Regulations, 6 NYCRR Part
617,  which  has  been  determined  under  SEQR  not  to  have  a  significant  impact  on  the
environment. 

SECTION 3. Section 4 of the 2019 Bond Resolution is hereby amended and supplemented to
read as follows: 

SECTION 4. The City plans to  finance  the total  cost  of  said purpose by the
issuance  of  serial  bonds of  the City in  an increased  aggregate amount  not  to
exceed $20,365,265, hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the Local
Finance  Law.   Such  amount  includes  $14,651,000  for  the  Washington  Street
Bridge project and $5,714,265 for the Garden Street Bridge project.  The City
expects to pay or  redeem a portion of  the obligations from State  and Federal
transportation  grants  in  the  amount  of  $13,513,094 for  the Washington Street
Bridge project and $5,466,982.90 for the Garden Street Bridge project. Nothing in
this  resolution  shall  be  deemed  to  impair  the  obligations  previously  issued
pursuant to the 2019 Bond Resolution.
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SECTION 4. The  validity  of  said  serial  bonds  or  of  any bond anticipation  notes  issued in
anticipation of the sale of said serial bonds may be contested only if:

(1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the City is not
authorized to expend money; or

(2) The  provisions  of  law  which  should  be  complied  with  at  the  date  of  the
publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with;

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after
the date of such publication; or

(3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution
of New York.

SECTION 5 The Chamberlain is hereby authorized and directed to publish this resolution, or a
summary thereof, together with a notice in substantially the form provided by Section 81.00 of
the  Local  Finance  Law,  in  the  Poughkeepsie  Journal,  being  a  newspaper  having  a  general
circulation in the City and hereby designated as the official  newspaper of the City for such
publication.

SECTION 6. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call,
which resulted as follows:

Councilmember at Large Da’Ron Wilson VOTING ____
Councilmember Earnest Henry VOTING ____
Councilmember Evan Menist VOTING ____
Councilmember Terriciena Brown VOTING ____
Councilmember Nathan Shook VOTING ____
Councilmember Ondie James VOTING ____
Councilmember Christopher Grant VOTING ____
Councilmember Nedra Patterson Thompson VOTING ____
Councilmember Megan Deichler VOTING ____

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

Approved: _______________________, 2024

______________________________________
Yvonne Flowers
Mayor
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CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER

The undersigned hereby certifies that:

(1) She is the duly qualified and acting Chamberlain of the City of Poughkeepsie,
Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter called the "City") and the custodian of the records of
the  City,  including  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  and  is  duly
authorized to execute this certificate.

(2) Attached hereto  is  a  true  and correct  copy  of  a  resolution  duly  adopted  at  a
meeting of the Common Council held on the 3rd day of December, 2024 and entitled:

SUPPLEMENTAL BOND RESOLUTION DATED DECMEBER 3, 2024

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RECONSTRUCTION OF WASHINGTON STREET
BRIDGE AND GARDEN STREET BRIDGE AT AN INCREASED ESTIMATED MAXIMUM
COST OF $20,365,265 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE
CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE,  DUTCHESS COUNTY,  NEW YORK IN AN AGGREGATE
PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  NOT  TO  EXCEED  $20,365,265  PURSUANT  TO  THE  LOCAL
FINANCE  LAW  TO  FINANCE  A  PORTION  OF  THE  COST  THEREOF,  AND
DELEGATING  CERTAIN  POWERS  IN  CONNECTION  THEREWITH  TO  THE
COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE

(3) Said meeting was duly convened and held and said resolution was duly adopted in
all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the City.  To the extent required by law
or  said  regulations,  due  and proper  notice  of  said  meeting  was  given.   A legal  quorum of
members of the Common Council was present throughout said meeting, and a legally sufficient
number of members (two-thirds of the Common Council) voted in the proper manner for the
adoption of the resolution.  All other requirements and proceedings under law, said regulations or
otherwise incident to said meeting and the adoption of the resolution, including any publication,
if required by law, have been duly fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed.

(4) The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the City and was duly
affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set her hand this ___ day of
December, 2024.

-SEAL- ____________________________________
Jamar Cummings
City Chamberlain

4



Executive Summary–Not a part of the Resolution

This SUPPLEMENTAL Bond Resolution for  Bridge Rehab Projects--  Washington Street and  
Garden Street includes:

Purpose
Capital 
Budget Items

PPU
(Max.
Period for
Financing
)

Total Cost Other Funds
Bonds
Authorized

Section 1: Reconstruction  of
Washington  Street
Bridge 

20 years $14,651,000 *see below $14,651,000

Section 2: Reconstruction  of
Garden  Street
Bridge 

20 years $5,714,265 **see below $5,714,265

TOTAL $20,365,265 $20,365,265

* Washington Street
Statewide  Transportation  Improvement  Program  Grant;  PIN  8759.83;  St  and  Fed  Est

$13,513,094; City Match 15% 

** Garden Street
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program Grant incl Bridge NY pending award: PIN

8761.96 St and Fed Est. $5,466,982.90; City Match 20%
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Dated: December 10, 2024

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council
Meeting held on Tuesday, December 3, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna M. DeLuca
Deputy City Chamberlain
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