Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of January 21, 2025

The City of Poughkeepsie
New York

Common Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 6:30 PM Common Council Chambers

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie
Common Council the date is January 21, 2025, and the time is 6:30pm

I ROLL CALL:

8 Present, 0 Absent ()
Il REVIEW OF MINUTES:

A motion to Approve Minutes was made by Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson Thompson
and seconded by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown.

Minutes of Organizational Meeting of 1/2/2025 & CCM Minutes of 1/07/2025 - VOICE VOTE

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson

Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed

1. Common Council Organizational Meeting of January 2, 2025
2.  Common Council Meeting of January 7, 2025

M. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the
printed agenda
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IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

A motion to Defer to Corporation Counsel was made by Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown and
seconded by Council Member- 6th Ward Grant.

Motion to Defer to Corporation Counsel

Yes/Aye:

Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None
Abstain: [ None
Absent:
Result: |Passed
1. DEVON GETHERS, a notice of claim for injury sustained on December 22, 2024

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-
agenda item.

Nancy Fedore Shenko

Kyle Corkins- Kingston Ave
June Nemon- Union St

Kane Bowers- Union Street
Laurie Sandow- S Grand Ave*
Daniel Attona- College Ave

*Submitted written comments



Laurie Sandow public comments, Common Council Meeting, January 21, 2025

At least once a year, and hopefully far more often, the world is reminded of the legacy of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Among the quotes he is known for is that “Our lives begin
to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” Luke 12:48 puts it this way,
“From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who
has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

Tonight the public will get a good dose of “never mind what will be asked, don’t ask so that
we don’t have to deliver”; a good dose of this City and this Council’s rejection of public
service in favor of self-service. We’ll get a birds-eye view of how Yvonne Flowers, her
Administration, and this Council prioritize their own interests at the expense of, and to the
detriment of public service. Like the Proud Boys marching through the streets of
Washington on Inauguration Day, tonight we’ll witness a Common Council whose rallying
cry i1s: Whose Chambers? Our Chambers!

We have a Council that repeatedly violates the City Charter and their own Council rules,
relying on advice and instruction from City of Poughkeepsie’s Corporation Counsel
Rebecca Valk in order to whip out selected passages and narrow interpretations whenever
they need to duck and cover themselves.

I am the only member of the public who attended all previous Charter revision meetings. Yet
members of this Council, who never attended a single Charter revision meeting, will defend
tonight’s Resolution picking Sakima McClinton for the 8th Ward as strict adherence to the
language of the Charter. The Council will opt to turn their backs on, carefully avoid—with
some members likely entirely unfamiliar with—the passages declaring the updated City
Charter’s overarching purpose being to increase transparency into City operations; enhance
the Council’s oversight of the executive branch; and empower the legislative branch by
providing it with a stronger counterpoint to the Mayor, as opposed to sheepish loyalists.

This Council of self-professed “True Blue” Democrats made no effort, not even a sham
effort, to foster a democratic process that would serve the public by inviting resumés, letters
of interest and interviews of potential 8th Ward candidates. Nor did they even acknowledge
receipt or respond to the letter of interest I sent to them with the subject line “Application to
fill the Common Council’s 8th Ward vacancy”, reading:



“Dear Councilmembers and Chamberlain: Please be advised that, in the current absence of a
public posting to fill 8th Ward Common Council seat vacated by Megan Deichler, I am
writing to put it on the record that I desire to submit an application to fill that seat. I look
forward to the public posting, and will follow up with a formal application as soon as the
process is posted to the public. Thank you. Sincerely, Laurie Sandow”

Instead they picked Sakima McClinton out of a rabbit’s hat, the same Sakima McClinton
that Yvonne Flowers urged as her preference for the Council the last time there was a
vacancy; the same Sakima McClinton who hasn’t shown up since the last time she collected
a city paycheck, the same former Republican-now-wearing-Democrat clothing Sakima
McClinton who’s been rejected by the 8th Ward on every occasion she’s run for office, and
the same Sakima McClinton who’s had past candidate petitions thrown out by the courts.

Let’s be clear: The Council’s job is not to serve the Queen, it’s to serve the hive. But when
you have a Council that violated both Census obligations and the Charter in order to ride
into office—a Council where several Councilmembers share board seats and private club
memberships with Yvonne Flowers—then we get an appointment like the one we’re seeing
tonight. Rather than strengthen the Council’s ranks with a diversity of opinion and vision,
this Council intends to undermine the entire City with members loyal only to its backroom
dealmaking and tunnel vision.

Before I run out of time I repeat: Megan Deichler, while collecting taxpayer money, has
never disclosed the specific date she disqualified herself by vacating her City residence.
Despite Freedom of Information requests for evidence, the City and the Council appear to
have made no effort to determine the specific date that Deichler vacated her City address,
even though her own real estate listing documents that she vacated her City premises prior
to December 31, 2024. Any member of this Council who votes in favor of tonight’s
resolution will be attesting to a known fraudulent resignation date.

Deichler doesn’t have the privilege of picking a resignation date that suits her convenience
and pocketbook and, as she wrote in her “formal” resignation letter, sent without including
an address, “step[ping] down upon completion of this transition, which should be complete
by the end of the year.”

The City of Poughkeepsie Charter clearly reads:
“Section 2.08 Vacancy in Membership; Method of Filling; Term



(a) A vacancy in the membership of the common council shall occur upon a
member-elect’s...termination of his or her status as a qualified elector of the ward from
which elected....”

New York Consolidated Laws, Public Officers Law - PBO § 30. Creation of vacancies
clearly reads:

“I1. Every office shall be vacant upon the happening of one of the following events before
the expiration of the term thereof:...d. His ceasing to be an inhabitant of the state, or if he be
a local officer, of the political subdivision, or municipal corporation of which he is required
to be a resident when chosen;”

And for the Councilmembers who do not support, or possibly even outright oppose
McClinton’s appointment but will choose to bite their tongues tonight, why not just lie down
and make it easier for the Council bullies to run you over? If you think that your silence will
buy you influence in future matters, you are kidding yourselves and instead consigning this
entire City to rule by the Lord and Lady of the Flies.



VL.

VIL.

VIIL.
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NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:
CONSENT AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

1. R-25-11, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing Regarding the Proposed Nomination
of 10 South Clinton Street as a Local Historic Landmark

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC
HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF 10 SOUTH CLINTON
STREET AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

(R-25-11)

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK,
PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT

WHEREAS, 10 South Clinton Street, City of Poughkeepsie is owned by JMS 299 Main
LLC, who is owned by Judith Green, who has applied for and is desirous of securing a
designation of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation
Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on January 9, 2025 regarding the
nomination of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and approved the
application on January 9, 2025; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council for
consideration; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the
designation of any historic landmark; and

NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and
directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held Tuesday, March 18, 2025 at 6:00
p.-m. concerning the designation of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark.
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A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-11 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed

2. R-25-12, Resolution Setting a Public Hearing Regarding the Proposed Nomination
of 52 South Hamilton Street, Currently Known as “Vassar Warner Home” as a
Local Historic Landmark

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC
HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF 52 SOUTH HAMILTON
STREET, CURRENTLY KNOWN AS “VASSAR WARNER HOME” AS A LOCAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

(R-25-12)

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK,
PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT

WHEREAS, 52 South Hamilton Street, known as ‘“Vassar Warner Home,”

City of Poughkeepsie is owned by Vassar-Warner Home; and

WHEREAS, Richard J. Schuster, in his capacity as Chairman for Save Vassar-Warner,
has applied for and is desirous of securing a designation of 52 South Hamilton Street as a local
historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation
Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on December 12, 2024 and January 9,
2025 regarding the nomination of 52 South Hamilton Street as a local historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and
approved the application on January 9, 2025; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
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Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council for
consideration; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the
designation of any historic landmark; and

NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and
directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 6:00
p-m. concerning the designation of 52 South Hamilton Street as a local historic landmark.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-12 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed

3. R-25-13, Resolution Introducing a Local Law to Establish the Downtown
Poughkeepsie Business Improvement District

RESOLUTION
(R-25-13)

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO ESTABLISH THE
DOWNTOWN POUGHKEEPSIE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK,
PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT:

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “A LOCAL LAW TO
ESTABLISH THE DOWNTOWN POUGHKEEPSIE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT” be and hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of
Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid
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upon the desk of each member of the Council; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, March 18, 2025 at 6:15
pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza,
Poughkeepsie, New York;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public notice
in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days
prior thereto.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-13 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None
Absent:

Result: Passed

4. R-25-14, Resolution Introducing a Local Law to Amend the City’s Administrative
Code, Sections 15.02 and 15.03 Regarding the Requirement of Prior Written
Notice of an Alleged Defect

RESOLUTION
(R-25-14)

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, SECTIONS 15.02 AND 15.03 REGARDING THE
REQUIREMENT OF PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE OF AN ALLEGED DEFECT

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, PATTERSON THOMPSON,
HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT:

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “ A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND
THE CITY’S ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, SECTIONS 15.02 AND 15.03 REGARDING THE
REQUIREMENT OF PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE OF AN ALLEGED DEFECT” be and
hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of
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Dutchess and State of New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said
proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 6:15
pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza,
Poughkeepsie, New York;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five
(5) days prior thereto.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-14 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed

5. R-25-15, Resolution Introducing a Local Law to Amend the City’s Zoning Code to
Remove the Footnote at Section 19-3.3(2)(C) Of the Zoning Code and to Correct
Various Definitions

RESOLUTION
(R-25-15)

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S ZONING

CODE TO REMOVE THE FOOTNOTE AT SECTION 19-3.3(2)(C) OF THE ZONING
CODE AND TO CORRECT VARIOUS DEFINITIONS

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK,
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PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “A LOCAL LAW TO
AMEND THE CITY’S ZONING CODE TO REMOVE THE FOOTNOTE AT SECTION 19-
3.3(2)(C) OF THE ZONING CODE AND TO CORRECT VARIOUS DEFINITIONS” be and
hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of
Dutchess and State of New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said
proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 6:00
pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza,
Poughkeepsie, New York;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public notice
in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days
prior thereto.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-15 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed

6. R-25-16, Resolution Appointing Sakima McClinton to City of Poughkeepsie 8th
Ward Common Council Seat
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RESOLUTION
(R-25-16)

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK,
PATTERSON THOMPSON, BROWN AND JAMES

WHEREAS, the Councilmember for the Eighth Ward, Meghan Deichler, has submitted her
resignation to the City Chamberlain and that resignation was effective December 31, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the office of Councilmember for the Eighth Ward is vacant; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.08 of the Charter of the City of Poughkeepsie places on the Common
Council the responsibility of filling the said vacancy by the appointment of a qualified elector of
the Eighth Ward; and

WHEREAS, Sakima McClinton, a resident of the City’s Eighth Ward, has consented to serve
the City and the people of the City as Councilmember for the Eighth Ward;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby appoints Sakima

McClinton to fill the vacant position of Councilmember for the Eighth Ward until January 1,
2026 in accordance with the Charter of the City of Poughkeepsie.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-16 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist,
Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown, Council Member- 5th Ward James,
Council Member- 6th Ward Grant, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |None

Abstain: | None

Absent:

Result: Passed
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7. R-25-17, Resolution Approving Settlement of Pending Litigation Entitled National
Union Fire Insurance Co a/s/o New Hamburg Fire District v. City of Poughkeepsie

RESOLUTION
(R-25-17)

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON AND COUNCILMEMBER MENIST

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes the
Corporation Counsel to settle litigation currently pending entitled National Union Fire Insurance
Co a/s/o New Hamburg Fire District v. Citv of Poughkeepsie in the amount of $67,500.00 and
that said amount shall be paid from the 2025 budget for judgment/claims; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City does not admit liability in making this settlement; this Settlement
Agreement reflects the Parties’ compromise and Settlement of disputed claims; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Mayor and or Corporation Counsel are authorized to do all things
necessary to give effect to this resolution including but not limited to executing a stipulation of
settlement and a stipulation of discontinuance.

A motion to Approve was made by Council Member At-Large Wilson and seconded by
Council Member- 4th Ward Shook.

Resolution R-25-17 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: | Councilmember - 2nd Ward Menist, Council Member- 3rd Ward Brown,
Council Member- 5th Ward James, Council Member- 7th Ward Patterson
Thompson, Council Member- 4th Ward Shook, Council Member At-Large
Wilson

No/Nay: |Council Member- 1st Ward Henry, Council Member- 6th Ward Grant

Abstain: | None
Absent:

Result: Passed
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IX. CONSENT AGENDA: ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:
X. ACTION AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:
XI. ACTION AGENDA: ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

Xll. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

I've served on this council for a while, and I was attending the meetings for a while and was here during
the time when Tracy Herman passed away and his husband was appointed. So, they didn't go through
applications or resumes. And it has been done that way in the past as well.

And when [ was on the council, when they covered the Eighth Ward and appointed someone and also
with the Sixth Ward and with the At Large, we didn't have any one particular person that everybody had a
consensus on.

So that's why it came down to a process. Okay. Calls for application and resumes.

One thing that has not been brought up just now and I find very interesting is that this council didn't ask
for resumes or applications, but yet they received it, correct? Chairman Wilson: Yeah. Mayor Flowers:
But you received it. So apparently the other people decided on their own to do that without knowing
exactly what your process was. So, I find that very interesting. So, I'm going to leave it at that and I'll let
the chair, you know, elaborate more. But I just want to let you know what the process has been for many
years before these individuals have been coming to the meeting before they come in for Mrs. Sandow or
even Daniel were coming to the meetings. This is what a process has been. Whatever. So I want to just
put that out there.

The other thing is, is that I want to mention that Mayor Torrance Harvey, his mom passed away. So [
want to extend our condolences to the family and to the mayor. And, you know, if you get a chance to
reach out, he was very close to his mom. And so she just passed away last... a few days ago. So, I just
want to put that out there.

Also, it was brought up about DPW. DPW did do a great job when it came down to our snow removal.
We were watching and listening to them throughout the night with the plows and a few of us rolled
around in the city to see how things were going. And it did really - it went very well. So, I thank them for
their efforts.

Also, too I want to thank our police department and our fire department. It has been very cold out. And
when it's below 32 [degrees], there's a code blue that goes into effect. Well, our fire department, our
police department are pretty much the ones they find individuals that are out there on the street after a
certain time. They help make arrangements for them to get to the cold blue site by going through the
stabilization center. It is a process. But they're the ones who pretty much kind of initiate that. And so, they
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have found individuals that were out there.

And the individuals end up going to Christ Church, which is the code blue site in the City of
Poughkeepsie. They house about 30 people there, whenever it’s really cold And, as time goes on, if there
is an overflow, then the county makes arrangements for these individuals to go to Beacon. So, I just want
to make sure people were aware that.

There’s an event that’s happening at Krieger School. [They are] having a performance of the Willy
Wonka, Jr play. So, at 6:00pm, if you’re available, please stop by. This is, I think, their fourth play that I
have attended throughout the years — I think it’s the fourth. And they do very well. So, if you get a
chance, please stop by there at 6:00.

Also, I don't know if some of you I think some of you are attending, but the Martin Luther King
Breakfast Catharine Street Center hosted every year is happening this Friday at 7 a.m. or 7:15 a.m. And
that is happening at — I have the Civic Center - or Doubletree? Doubletree.

Okay. I wasn't sure. I can't remember, but that is happening this Friday. So, if you’re available, you can
contact Catharine Street Center if you’re going to attend.

Also, it came up to just not too long ago about individuals who were feeding our unhoused population on
the street. We have been talking with those organizations about not setting up on Main Street and trying
to find different locations because we've been trying to move individuals from Main Street. So, we have
been having those discussions. At the same time, individuals are not allowed to go to the pods or to the
homeless shelter that's over on Hamilton Street unless they are in compliance with certain things in place.
So, if they can't go there, they need to go somewhere to be able to eat. So, some of these organizations
have been providing food and other items that they need either on the street. So, we are working with that
with those organizations. And as far as it also came up with comments about moving people, and I never
heard anyone on this council or this administration that referred to our unhoused population as vermin. So
I don't know where that came from. That's not how we treat individuals. We have the stakeholders group
meeting, which you came to, which are organizations that actually provide services on the streets. We've
been coordinating those efforts every month to ensure that those who are cold and are dealing with the
cold weather, that they have somewhere to go and that also that they're being provided the services they
need so that way they will get off the streets. When the springtime comes, we are not going to tolerate
people living on the sidewalks, living in our parks, living on the street, living in doorways of our
businesses. So we've been working with these organizations to ensure that there are services that are in
place to help these individuals. Some of these individuals are not ready for that help at this point. So we
continue to let them know that if you're not ready, that's one thing, but you are not going to be
comfortable on the street. So we continue to work with these organizations to ensure that when these
individuals are ready and when we come in contact with them, that there be a ready there to provide the
services. So that's what we have been doing.

As far as your reputation is concerned, Miss.Nancy, you went back and forth on the emails and you did
show that you were invited to the meeting and you were welcome. And from what I understand, [ wasn't
there at that meeting, you asked a lot of questions and it was fine. No one asked you to leave. So, on that
question, to find out exactly who you were because of some of the things that you said, to find out
whether you really represented that particular person. That all got hashed out. So, no one was ruining
your reputation or trying to discredit your name or anything to that effect. And really, our City
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Administrator had jotted down some things that you brought up in that particular meeting. But I did
express to you that the people who were invited to that meeting, even though not everybody agrees to
this, but the only people that are invited to that meeting, are organizations and agencies that are actually
providing services on the street for individuals so that we're coordinating across efforts within our City of
Poughkeepsie along with our county. And if you do not represent an organization or not invited by an
organization that you're affiliated with, that you are not to come to the meetings. You were fine that you
came because someone told you to come from what you showed us.

So I thank you for taking the effort to come and to give your input about some things that we can take
into consideration as we continue to provide services to our individuals that are occupying our streets. So,
I just want to make sure you were aware of that which I expressed to you in the email. So, on that note
and leave it there.

From Audience: I appreciate your pointing that out. I really do. Thank you.
Mayor Flowers: You're welcome. You're welcome.

The other thing is, too, is that we have a couple of other things that are happening as well. Actually, our
City Chamberlain is doing informational sessions for individuals that want to get their Hawking and
Peddling license. So they're ready to go through the application. That informational session is going to be
February 19th at 2:00 and also at 6:00. And then on March 19th, if you want to hold a community event,
how to go through that application process, that's going to be at 2:00 and at 6:00. And, for those who
want to get vendors application, we have a lot of events. People like to sell items and want to be a vendor
and go through that process as well because sometimes we have individuals that just pop up at events and
they don't go through the proper channels in getting their permits or applications. And so I appreciate the
City Chamberlain coming forward and willing to take the time out to be able to help people get
through that process so we make sure everyone has the proper documentations when they're participating
in these events.

Also, too, is there's going to be a blood drive at the Grandview in the Grand Ballroom. And this is in
honor of Detective John Falcone. It is every year. And so on Tuesday, February 25th, from 12:30 to 5:30,
they will be there doing the blood drive. And there is some information that's in The Buzz and on our
website is a little bit more information on how you can start and that's done with in conjunction with Red
Cross.

Xlll. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

And you took some of my comments [ was going to say, so that's good, too about the Chamberlain and
also just for those out there to know that the Chamberlain also has a wall downstairs right by
the Chamberlain's office for any events and things that were going.

I want to thank everybody that came out and make comments, made comments to public participation.
Also, just always remember to try to be as respectable, respectful, as much as you can be.

As we know, if you haven't seen the news and stuff, the Arctic weather is here. So if you know any
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elderly people or people just check in on them to make sure. If you have children, make sure you're
bundling them up.

And as regards as everyone stated early, as far as the process goes, the democratic process, even myself,
my initial pick was not chosen as well. But I respect the process that went down. And just, you know, a
lot of negative comments were made about, you know. Ms. McClinton, but what [ would like to just say
is I don't understand some of the things, but one thing I will say is a former West Point graduate, a former
captain in the United States military that served duty.

The Real Skills program, which is one of our most prominent programs that we had in the community.
One of the key members of that alongside Tree Arrington, former outreach liaison, currently as COO of
Rural Migrant Ministries, which we all know does a plethora of things in a community. So, throughout
the community, throughout the nation. So for someone with those small businesses to tell, you know, a
small tale of some of the accomplishments and the current things. Former VFW commander right here in
Poughkeepsie, so to say who's qualified and not qualified, it's just kind of very interesting to me that
somebody with those accolades is still, you know, looked at as not being qualified. So, you know, it just
is very strange. But, you know, we live in a day and age where, as we said, the democracy and people feel
that they can say and do what they want. And. And these days, to an extent. So that's just what it is.

Make sure you bring your pets in as well because of the freezing weather. And they said is not going to
let up to possibly like Thursday or Friday this week. Just so if you didn't get a chance to pay attention to
the Weather Channel. So just be safe.

Bundle up and make sure you check on somebody that might not be, especially if they live in our any of

our senior housing place - I'm not knocking any of our senior housing, but just make sure that the heat
and stuff is working on those individuals if you can.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:

At 7:30pm a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Council Member- 7th Ward
Patterson Thompson and seconded by Council Member- 6th Ward Grant.

Dated: January 24, 2025

| hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council
Meeting held on Tuesday, January 21, 2025.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna M. DeLuca
Deputy City Chamberlain





