
        
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 18, 2024 
Common Council Chambers 

6:30 p.m. 
 

6:00 p.m.  
Public Hearing for Receiving Comments on Nomination of 52 S. Hamilton as a Local Historic 

Landmark 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:  
 

Common Council Public Hearing- Amending the City’s Zoning Code 
Common Council Public Hearing- Amending the Administrative Code Regarding  

Prior Written Notice of an Alleged Defect 
Common Council Meeting of February 4, 2025 

 
III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any items not listed on the printed 

agenda.  
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

1. FROM DUTCHESS COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL, a 
presentation regarding speed limit study in the City of Poughkeepsie  
 

2. FROM VIRGINIA FAJARDO, a notice of claim for injuries sustained on 
February 2, 2025 

 
3. FROM MICHAEL SMOOT, a notice of claim for property damage sustained on 

January 10, 2025 
 

4. FROM SUMMA ERUDITUS INC, a 30-Day Advance notice of NYS Liquor 
License Application  

 
V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public 

comment on any agenda and non-agenda item.  
 

VI. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 



VII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS: NONE 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:     

 
VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 
1. R-25-21, Resolution Introducing a Local Law and Setting Public Hearing to Add 

a New Section 15-17.1 “Outdoor Cooking, Food and Beverage Preparation 
Facilities”  
 

2. R-25-22, Resolution Modifying Resolution R-20-39 Regarding Conditions 
Attached to The Sale of Formerly City Owned Property At 556 Main Street 

 
3. R-25-23, Resolution Calling Upon The New York State Legislature to Pass, And 

the Governor to Sign, S.4659/A.4877 “Rent Emergency Stabilization for Tenants” 
(“Rest”) Act 

 
4. R-25-24, Resolution Calling Upon The New York State Legislature to Pass, And 

the Governor to Sign, S.1980/A.3690, S.2059/A.3115, S.2782/A.3193 And 
S.2162/A.2576 

 
IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 
 
ACTION AGENDA: 
 

X. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  
 

XI. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:   
 
 

 
XII. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 
XIII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT: 





 

 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING AGENDA 
 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 
6:00 PM 

Common Council Chambers 
 
 

City of Poughkeepsie Common Council Public Hearing;  
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Charter and Codes of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, a Common Council Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 
at 6:00 pm in the Common Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, NY for the purpose of receiving comments on: A Local Law to Amend the City’s 
Zoning Code to Remove the Footnote at Section 19-3.3(2)(C) Of the Zoning Code and to Correct 
Various Definitions 
 
 

I. Welcome 

II. Roll Call  

III. Public Participation  

IV. Adjournment:  



CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2025 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Charter and Codes of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, one Common Council Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 
4, 2025 at 6:00 pm respectively, in the Common Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 
62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY for the purpose of receiving comments on: 
 
 

1. A Local Law to Amend the City’s Zoning Code to Remove the Footnote at 
Section 19-3.3(2)(C) Of the Zoning Code and to Correct Various Definitions 
 
 

When: Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at 6:00 PM (EST) 
 
 
Location: Common Council Chambers, 3rd FL, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
 
Dated: January 22, 2025 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jamar M. Cummings  
City Chamberlain 

 
 

 
 
 



RESOLUTION 
(R-25-15) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S ZONING 
CODE TO REMOVE THE FOOTNOTE AT SECTION 19-3.3(2)(C) OF THE ZONING 

CODE AND TO CORRECT VARIOUS DEFINITIONS 
 
 
 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, PATTERSON 
THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT  

 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “A LOCAL LAW TO 

AMEND THE CITY’S ZONING CODE TO REMOVE THE FOOTNOTE AT SECTION 19-

3.3(2)(C) OF THE ZONING CODE AND TO CORRECT VARIOUS DEFINITIONS” be and 

hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of 

Dutchess and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 6:00 

pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 

Poughkeepsie, New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



(LL 25-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S ZONING CODE TO REMOVE THE 
FOOTNOTE AT SECTION 19-3.3(2)(C) OF THE ZONING CODE AND TO CORRECT 

VARIOUS DEFINITIONS 
 
SPONSOR:   
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 

SECTION 1:   Section 19-3.3(2)(c) “Lot Coverage” is amended to delete the footnote that states 

“Includes all buildings/structures.”  

 
SECTION 2:   Section 19-10.2 is amended to delete the definition of “Accessory Dwelling Unit 

(ADU)” and add a definition for “Accessory Apartment” as follows:  

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU) 
An accessory residential dwelling unit physically connected or attached to a principal single-unit 
or two-unit dwelling or connected or attached to an existing accessory structure such as a garage 
or carriage house. The ADU must be connected by at least one common wall or be structurally 
interdependent in some other way with the existing structure. 
  
ACCESSORY APARTMENT: 
A small, independent living space on the same lot as a single family dwelling which is 
clearly subordinate to that principal use.   
 
  
SECTION 3:   Section 19-10.2 is amended to delete the definitions for “Apartment” and 

“Backbuilding” as follows:  

APARTMENT 
A dwelling unit located on an upper floor of a shopfront building or a factory building and 
having a minimum floor area of 300 
square feet. 
 
BACKBUILDING 
A single-story structure connecting a principal building to an outbuilding. 



 

 

SECTION 4:   Section 19-10.2 is amended to correct the definitions for “Commission,” “Day 

Care Home/Family Day Care Home,” “Restaurant, Standard” and “Sidewalk Café.”  

COMMISSION (HDLPC) 
The Historic District and Landmark Preservation Commission created pursuant to this Chapter. 
 
DAY CARE HOME/FAMILY DAY CARE HOME 
A day care home is a dwelling in which a permanent resident provides licensed care in a 
protective setting for up to six children or elderly or disabled adults for less than 24 hours per 
day. The number counted includes the family’s natural, adopted, or foster children who are under 
six years of age. A home-based program that provides regular care for children in 
compliance with the requirements of New York State Office of Children and Family 
Service. 
 
RESTAURANT, STANDARD (erroneously given retail establishment’s definition) 
An establishment engaged in the sale to the general public of commodities or goods in small 
quantities to ultimate consumers. Any establishment separately defined in this chapter shall not 
be considered a retail establishment. An establishment whose principal business is the sale of 
food in a ready to consume state, normally ordered from a menu and delivered to a table 
for consumption on premises. 
 
SIDEWALK CAFÉ 
An accessory seating area for a restaurant or café open to the sky, with readily removable 
tables, chairs or railings, and no overhead coverage other than umbrellas or retractable awnings, 
compliant with Section 19-15-14 of the Code of Ordinances. 
 

SECTION 5:   Section 19-10.2 is amended to move “Development” below “Demolition” to be 

alphabetically correct.   

SECTION 6:   This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the New York Secretary of State.   
 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 



in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 
 
 
 





 

 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING AGENDA 
 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 
6:15 PM 

Common Council Chambers 
 
 

City of Poughkeepsie Common Council Public Hearing;  
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Charter and Codes of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, one Common Council Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 
2025 at 6:15 pm in the Common Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, NY for the purpose of receiving comments on: A Local Law to Amend the City’s 
Administrative Code, Sections 15.02 and 15.03 Regarding the Requirement of Prior Written 
Notice of an Alleged Defect 
 
 

I. Welcome 

II. Roll Call  

III. Public Participation  

IV. Adjournment:  



CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 
COMMON COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2025 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Charter and Codes of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, one Common Council Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 
4, 2025 at 6:00 pm respectively, in the Common Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 
62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY for the purpose of receiving comments on: 
 
 

1. A Local Law to Amend the City’s Zoning Code to Remove the Footnote at 
Section 19-3.3(2)(C) Of the Zoning Code and to Correct Various Definitions 
 
 

When: Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at 6:00 PM (EST) 
 
 
Location: Common Council Chambers, 3rd FL, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 
 
Dated: January 22, 2025 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jamar M. Cummings  
City Chamberlain 

 
 

 
 
 



RESOLUTION 
(R-25-14) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, SECTIONS 15.02 AND 15.03 REGARDING THE 
REQUIREMENT OF PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE OF AN ALLEGED DEFECT 

 
 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, 
MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, “ A LOCAL LAW   TO AMEND 

THE CITY’S ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, SECTIONS 15.02 AND 15.03 REGARDING THE 

REQUIREMENT OF PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE OF AN ALLEGED DEFECT”  be and hereby 

is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess 

and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 6:15 

pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 

Poughkeepsie, New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



(LL 25-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY’S ADMINISTRATIVE CODE,  
SECTIONS 15.02 AND 15.03 REGARDING THE REQUIREMENT OF PRIOR 

WRITTEN NOTICE OF AN ALLEGED DEFECT 
 
SPONSOR:   
 
BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:   
 
 

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 
BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

 

SECTION 1:   Administrative Code Section 15.02 is amended as follows:  

Section 15.02.  Action against city due to defective condition of streets, sidewalks; notice 
required. 
No action shall be brought against the city because of injuries resulting from defective or slippery 
streets or sidewalks, or because of any obstruction upon any street or sidewalk, unless the party so 
injured, or someone in his or her behalf shall first within five days after the date of said injury, said 
date inclusive, file with the commissioner of public works of said city a notice of such injury 
specifying in a general way the kind of injury, together with the exact date thereof, and designating 
the street and the precise location of the defect, obstruction or other cause which produced the 
injury, and all actions on such claims shall be commenced within thirty days after the rejection 
thereof by the common council. 
 
No civil action may be maintained against the city for damages or injuries to person or 

property sustained in consequence of any street, highway, bridge, culvert, sidewalk or 

crosswalk being defective, out of repair, unsafe, dangerous, or obstructed unless, before the 

occurrence resulting in such damages or injury, (a) notice of the defective, unsafe, dangerous 

or obstructed condition was delivered to the Commissioner of Public Works at 26 Howard 

Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 in the form of a written physical hard copy and (b) 

the city failed or neglected to repair or remove the defect, danger or obstruction within a 

reasonable time after being given such notice. No action may be maintained for damages or 

injuries to person or property sustained solely in consequence of the existence of snow or ice 

upon any sidewalk, crosswalk, or street unless notice thereof relating to the particular place 

was delivered to the Commissioner of Public Works at 26 Howard Street, Poughkeepsie, New 

https://ecode360.com/29219966#29219966
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York 12601 in the form of a written physical hard copy and (b) the city failed or neglected to 

cause such snow or ice to be removed or to otherwise reasonably make safe the place within 

a reasonable time after receiving the notice. Notice of a defect submitted via email, the city’s 

website, any service, website, or application the city uses to allow the public to submit reports 

or service requests to the city, comments on social media page maintained by the city, or any 

other electronic means does not satisfy the process and procedure for submitting written 

notices of defect required by this section. 

 
SECTION 2:   Administrative Code Section 15.03 is deleted:  

Section 15.03.  Liability of city for defective streets, sidewalks, etc.; notice required. 
The city shall not be liable for the damage or injury sustained by any person in consequence of 
any street, highway, bridge, culvert, sidewalk or crosswalk in said city being out of repair, unsafe, 
dangerous, or obstructed by snow, ice or otherwise, in any way or manner, unless written notice 
of the defective, unsafe, dangerous or obstructed condition of said street, highway, bridge, culvert, 
sidewalk or crosswalk shall have been given to the commissioner of public works of said city at 
least twenty-four hours previous to such damage or injury. RESERVED 
 

SECTION 3:   This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the Common 
Council.  
 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 
 
 
 

https://ecode360.com/29219966#29219967


Laurie Sandow public comments, February 4, 2025 
Common Council public hearing, Requirement of Prior Written Notice of an Alleged Defect 
 

Tonight’s public hearing regarding a proposed Local Law to require prior written notice is 

an insult to any resident or traveller through the City of Poughkeepsie [“A Local Law to 

Amend the City’s Administrative Code, Sections 15.02 and 15.03 Regarding the 

Requirement of Prior Written Notice of an Alleged Defect”]. 

 

Here we have a City that regularly fails to maintain, repair and provide safe streets, 

highways, sidewalks and more. A City that refuses to issue violations to preferred 

developers and even goes so far as purchase back properties from investors and developers 

that have willfully sought to demolish their properties and buildings by neglect, yet this City 

and this Council wants to shift the burden of prior defect reporting to the ordinary citizen, 

resident, or visitor—which notice can only be made in person and in hard copy.  

 

Because why would this City ever want to create a trackable 3-1-1 reporting system—a 

3-1-1 reporting system that I have repeatedly requested at both City and County 

meetings—that would also provide transparency and accountability, as well as employment 

and customer service and a sense that the City wants to be a good and responsible steward 

of its domain. 

 

Adding insult to injury, the City—and apparently every Councilmember who has signed on 

as sponsor—seeks to free and protect themselves further by using the most vague language 

of the city repairing or removing the defect, danger or obstruction “within a reasonable 

time: after being given such notice—which “reasonable time” is completely unstated. 

 

May I suggest that what the Council should instead be doing is to obligate Chris Gent to 

survey the entire City to create an interactive map of all existing defects and a timeline of 

repair for known defects. And that rather than a person having to personally deliver their 

prior notice to the Commissioner in person, the Commissioner of Public Works be 

compelled to pick up each of these hard copy complaints in person within 15 minutes of 

being authored, and to go to inspect the damage and provide a written estimate for timing 

and quality of repair, which reasonable timing will not surpass 24 hours after being notified. 



 

The resolution goes on to say (see fuller extract further below): “Notice of a defect 

submitted via email, the city’s website, any service, website, or application the city uses to 

allow the public to submit reports or service requests to the city, comments on social media 

page maintained by the city, or any other electronic means does not satisfy the process and 

procedure for submitting written notices of defect required by this section.” 

 

So even if you walked out of your house and your car was at the bottom of a brand new 

sinkhole, if you didn't stop everything that you were doing and race over to Howard Street 

with a hard copy of the defect, your suit would still be denied for failure to serve prior 

notice. And if, in the meantime, while a friend or a ride-share service was taking you to 

Howard Street, some four-year-old fell in that same sinkhole, neither one of you would be 

qualified to sue this city.  

 

I'm not into frivolous lawsuits, but I am into responsible city government. And this 

resolution does not bear the faintest resemblance to responsible government. 

 

Per proposed LL-25-XX:  

“A Local Law to Amend the City’s Administrative Code, Sections 15.02 and 15.03 

Regarding the Requirement of Prior Written Notice of an Alleged Defect” 

“SECTION 1: Administrative Code Section 15.02 is amended as follows: 

“Section 15.02. Action against city due to defective condition of streets, sidewalks; notice 

required. 

“No civil action may be maintained against the city for damages or injuries to person or 

property sustained in consequence of any street, highway, bridge, culvert, sidewalk or 

crosswalk being defective, out of repair, unsafe, dangerous, or obstructed unless, before the 

occurrence resulting in such damages or injury, (a) notice of the defective, unsafe, 

dangerous or obstructed condition was delivered to the Commissioner of Public Works at 26 

Howard Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 in the form of a written physical hard copy 

and (b) the city failed or neglected to repair or remove the defect, danger or obstruction 

within a reasonable time after being given such notice. No action may be maintained for 

damages or injuries to person or property sustained solely in consequence of the existence 

of snow or ice upon any sidewalk, crosswalk, or street unless notice thereof relating to the 



particular place was delivered to the Commissioner of Public Works at 26 Howard Street, 

Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 in the form of a written physical hard copy and (b) the city 

failed or neglected to cause such snow or ice to be removed or to otherwise reasonably make 

safe the place within a reasonable time after receiving the notice. Notice of a defect 

submitted via email, the city’s website, any service, website, or application the city uses to 

allow the public to submit reports or service requests to the city, comments on social media 

page maintained by the city, or any other electronic means does not satisfy the process and 

procedure for submitting written notices of defect required by this section. 

“SECTION 2: Administrative Code Section 15.03 is deleted: 

“Section 15.03.  RESERVED 

“SECTION 3: This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the 

Common Council.” 

 





























RESOLUTION 
(R-25-21) 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO ADD A NEW SECTION 15-17.1 
“OUTDOOR COOKING, FOOD AND BEVERAGE PREPARATION FACILITIES” 

 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, PATTERSON THOMPSON, BROWN 
AND JAMES : 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that a revised introductory Local Law entitled, “A LOCAL LAW 

TO ADD A NEW SECTION 15-17.1 “OUTDOOR COOKING, FOOD AND BEVERAGE 

PREPARATION FACILITIES” be and hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the 

City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at 6:00 pm in 

the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, 

New York;  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 



(LL 25-XX) 
 

A LOCAL LAW TO ADD A NEW SECTION 15-17.1 “OUTDOOR COOKING, FOOD 
AND BEVERAGE PREPARATION FACILITIES” 

 
SPONSOR:   
 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie seeks to regulate the use of public sidewalks for outdoor 
cooking in a manner that ensures public safety, maintains accessibility, and supports local 
businesses; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as 
follows: 

 
STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 

BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 
 
 
SECTION 1:   A new section 15-17.1 is added to the City Code to read as follows:  
 
Section 15-17.1 Outdoor Cooking, Food and Beverage Preparation Facilities. 

(a) Outdoor cooking, food and beverage preparation, and related activities on a street, 
sidewalk, or other public area shall be permitted only in accordance with a permit 
issued by the City of Poughkeepsie. The City shall establish rules and regulations 
for the permitting process, including but not limited to: 

i. Establishing an annual permit application and renewal process for 
restaurants seeking to conduct outdoor cooking in designated areas of public 
property; 

ii. Requiring compliance with all applicable building codes, fire safety 
regulations, and health department standards; 

iii. Ensuring that outdoor cooking does not impede access to sidewalks, 
streets, or other public facilities; 

iv. Imposing reasonable annual fees for the use of public space for outdoor 
cooking; and 

v. Designating specific areas where outdoor cooking may be conducted and 
any restrictions necessary to protect public health and safety. 

(b) Exceptions shall include: 
i. cooking in approved areas within public parks for personal consumption;  

ii.   cooking during events approved by the City; 

(c) Penalties for offenses. An offense against the provisions of this section shall be 
punishable by a fine of not less than $250 or more than $1000. 



(d) Enforcement shall be by appearance ticket returnable in Poughkeepsie City Court. 
Said ticket may be issued by the Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, Fire 
Inspector, Sanitation Inspector, or any officer of the City of Poughkeepsie Police 
Department in his or her own discretion or based upon a signed complaint. 

 
SECTION 2. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 
Secretary of State.  
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon 

the desk of each council member; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed Local Law and that the City Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public notice 

in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) days 

prior thereto.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _____________________________________ : 



RESOLUTION 

(R-25-22) 

MODIFYING RESOLUTION R-20-39 REGARDING CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO 
THE SALE OF FORMERLY CITY OWNED PROPERTY AT 556 MAIN STREET 

SPONSORED BY:  COUNCILMEMBER GRANT AND BROWN 

WHEREAS, by Resolution R-20-39, the City of Poughkeepsie authorized the sale of 556 Main 
Street (Tax Map No.: 6161-24-392943) to 558 Main Street LLC upon the condition that the 
property be developed as a three-story mixed-use building as set forth in the deed recorded with 
the Dutchess County Clerk at Document #02 2020 2474; and  

WHEREAS, the current owner, 556 Main LLC (having taken title from 558 Main Street LLC) 
has requested a modification of the conditions set forth within resolution R-20-39, and the deed, 
to allow 556 Main Street to be used as a parking lot accessory to the existing structure at 558 
Main Street; and  

WHEREAS, conditions A and E of Resolution R-20-39 have been satisfied and conditions C, D 
and F will remain unchanged.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council hereby amends resolution R-20-39 as follows:  

1. Modify condition B which previously read “Purchaser shall obtain a building permit for 
the construction of a three-story mixed-use building within six (6) months of the closing 
of title” to now read “Purchaser shall obtain a building permit to allow the Property 
at 556 Main Street to be used as a parking lot accessory to 558 Main Street within 
six months of the date of this resolution;” and  

2. Delete from condition G the phrase “Prior to Closing;”  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the current owner has agreed to 
tree plantings and installation of an electronic gate to the parking lot and that such terms are a 
condition of this resolution;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to sign 
any and all documents to reflect this amendment to the deed with the Dutchess County Clerk.   

 

SECONDED BY: ___________________________________________________________ 



 



 



 



 



 



RESOLUTION 
(R-25-23) 

 
RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE  

TO PASS, AND THE GOVERNOR TO SIGN, S.4659/A.4877  
“RENT EMERGENCY STABILIZATION FOR TENANTS” (“REST”) ACT 

 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER PATTERSON 
THOMPSON, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT : 
 
WHEREAS, Rent stabilization in localities other than New York City is governed by the 
Emergency Tenant Protection Act of 1974 (ETPA); and  
 
WHEREAS, under the ETPA in its original form, municipalities in Nassau, Rockland, and 
Westchester counties may adopt rent stabilization if they declare a state of housing emergency, 
defined as having a rental housing vacancy rate of less than 5%. The Housing Stability and Tenant 
Protection Act of 2019 (HSTPA) amended the ETPA so that any municipality in the state may opt 
into rent stabilization if it meets the emergency declaration criteria; and 
 
WHEREAS, pending before the legislature is the “Rent Emergency Stabilization for Tenants Act 
(REST)  which broadens the metrics to be used by a municipality in considering whether to declare 
a housing emergency and recognizes that, in addition to vacancy rate, publicly available data on a 
locality's eviction rate, homeless shelter population,. renters' housing cost burdens, and other 
relevant indicators can also demonstrate a locality's lack of housing availability, affordability, and 
stability; and 
  
WHEREAS, REST also seeks to modernize the ETPA so that localities adopting rent stabilization 
by may set a lower building size threshold (currently 6 or more units) for rent stabilization coverage 
and to include buildings constructed or substantially rehabilitated more than 15 years ago. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie hereby respectfully urges the New York State Government to pass the Rent 
Emergency Stabilization For Tenants on Local Determinations of a Housing Emergency,” 
S.4569/A.4877.    
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 
directs that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Kathy Hochul, the State 
Senate Majority Leader, the State Assembly Speaker, Chair of the State Senate Finance 
Committee and Chair of the State Assembly Ways & Means Committee, and all Legislative 
bodies in the 61 other Counties in the State of New York. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 
 



RESOLUTION 
(R-25-24) 

 
RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE  
TO PASS, AND THE GOVERNOR TO SIGN, S.1980/A.3690, S.2059/A.3115, 

S.2782/A.3193 AND S.2162/A.2576 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER PATTERSON 
THOMPSON, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT : 
 
WHEREAS, New Yorkers are facing a worsening affordability crisis. Over two and a half 
million New Yorkers are living in poverty. As a result working-class and low-income families are 
fleeing the state in search of a more affordable place to live. In 2022, the people who left our state at 
the highest rates were families making between $32,000 and $65,000 a year - a disproportionate 
number who were Black and Latino families. 
 
WHEREAS, New York State is the most economically unequal state in the country. New York 
State has the highest concentration of extreme wealth in the country and the greatest income 
inequality. The average income of the bottom 99% here is $49,617, while the average income of 
the top 1% is $2.20 million. Over 28,000 tax filers hold wealth over $30 million, over 15,000 tax 
filers hold wealth over $100 million, and 78 billionaire households hold over $673 billion together. 
The ultra-rich in New York State collectively hold $6.7 trillion in wealth. 
 
WHEREAS, the vast majority of New Yorkers support increasing taxes on large, profitable 
corporations and the top five percent of earners in the state. 67% of all New Yorkers support 
proposals to raise taxes on the ultra-rich, including 81% of Democrats, 59% of independents and 
46% of Republicans. 74% of all New Yorkers would rather raise taxes on the wealthiest individuals 
than see cuts to public programs and services. 
 
WHEREAS, housing is the greatest single expense for working-class New Yorkers. Over 100,000 
New Yorkers are homeless every night in New York City, and 250,000 New Yorkers were 
homeless statewide in 2019. 
 
WHEREAS, education is acknowledged as the great equalizer in New York State it still remains 
that 60% of students are economically disadvantaged and living in poverty and 1 in 10 children are 
facing housing insecurity creating more need that can be addressed in the school setting, requiring 
increased funding in our most high need districts. A funding gap of almost $10,000 per every 
student persists between the wealthiest and lowest income school districts. 
 
WHEREAS, the childcare workforce is in the 98% percentile of the lowest paid workers in New 
York State and is a workforce predominantly Black women and women of color. 20% of children 
under the age of 5 in New York State are living in poverty. Children who attend childcare and early 
education are more likely to be successful in school, academics, graduate high school and college. 
Creating a well-funded childcare system with a well-paid workforce has the highest return on 
investment than any other economic development effort. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/05/nyregion/nyc-working-class-tax-rich.html?unlocked_article_code=1.OU0.k57r.Sp5J9n09MnGL&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/05/nyregion/nyc-working-class-tax-rich.html?unlocked_article_code=1.OU0.k57r.Sp5J9n09MnGL&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/28/nyregion/nyc-homeless-shelter-population.html
https://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Public-Assistance-Testimony-2022-final.pdf


WHEREAS making the ultra-rich and giant corporations pay their fair share will generate new 
public dollars to invest into our communities and the programs and services that help New Yorkers 
reach their full potential. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie hereby respectfully urges the New York State Government to pass a budget in 2025 
that raises taxes on the wealthiest New Yorkers and funds investments in affordable housing, 
healthcare, childcare, public education, addressing the climate crisis and more by passing: 
• Raising corporate taxes on the most profitable corporations in NY (S.1980-Hoylman/ 

A.3690-Kelles, Shrestha) 
• Making our income taxes more progressive (S.2059-Jackson/A.3115-Meeks) 
• Taxing billionaires' wealth (S.1570-Ramos/A.3252-Kelles) 
• Creating an heirs tax (S.2782-Brisport/A.3193-Solages) 
• Implementing a capital gains tax on investment income (S.2162-Rivera/A.2576-Kim) 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 
directs that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Kathy Hochul, the State 
Senate Majority Leader, the State Assembly Speaker, Chair of the State Senate Finance 
Committee and Chair of the State Assembly Ways & Means Committee, and all Legislative 
bodies in the 61 other Counties in the State of New York. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER _________________________________________ . 
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