


Laurie Sandow public comments, Common Council Public Hearing,  
Nomination of 10 S. Clinton St. as a local historic landmark, March 18, 2025 
 

I am here today to speak in favor of the nomination of 10 S. Clinton St. as a local 

historic landmark. 

 

*Historic buildings are more than just old structures—they are vital threads in the 

fabric of a city’s identity. Preserving them not only honors the past but also shapes 

the character and future of a community. From economic benefits to environmental 

sustainability, the case for preserving historic architecture is compelling.  

 

Historic buildings serve as tangible links to the past, offering a sense of place and 

continuity. They embody a city’s cultural and aesthetic evolution, often 

commemorating pivotal events or influential eras. Recognizing this, the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966 was enacted to protect these irreplaceable assets, 

ensuring their legacy endures for future generations. As the act states, preserving 

historic structures provides “cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, 

economic, and energy benefits” to communities across the nation. 

 

Preserving older buildings can be a savvy financial decision. Structures built before 

World War II often feature superior craftsmanship and materials like heart pine, 

marble, or hand-made bricks. Modern construction rarely replicates such durability 

or character. 

 

Rehabilitating historic structures can also drive economic growth. Revitalized 

buildings attract investors, tourists, and new businesses.  



 

Older buildings are often made with unique, valuable materials such as heart pine, 

marble, or old brick. They may have details and features you can’t find anymore, 

like decorative facades, unusual glasswork, or copper lining. Many people feel that 

older buildings have their own identity and distinctive character because of these 

features, making them more interesting than modern buildings. Retaining and 

maintaining old buildings means old methods of workmanship are also supported. 

 

The importance of recycling has become more and more understood on a 

household level, but preserving old buildings is recycling on a larger scale. 

Repairing and reusing existing buildings uses energy and material resources more 

efficiently and reduces waste. New materials don’t need to be created, nor are older 

demolished materials thrown away. Plus, energy for rebuilding is conserved. Also, 

tearing down structures may release toxins and pollutants into the environment. 

 

I urge this Council to vote in favor of the nomination of 10 S. Clinton St. as a local 

historic landmark. 

 

*https://tomorrow.norwalkct.org/news/importance-preserving-promoting-historic-buildings/ 

 



 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC 
HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF 10 SOUTH CLINTON 

STREET AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 
 

(R-25-11) 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON, COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK, PATTERSON 
THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES AND GRANT 
 
 
 WHEREAS, 10 South Clinton Street, City of Poughkeepsie is owned by JMS 299 Main 

LLC, who is owned by Judith Green, who has applied for and is desirous of securing a designation 

of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on January 9, 2025 regarding the 

nomination of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and approved the 

application on January 9, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council for 

consideration; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the 

designation of any historic landmark; and  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and 

directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

concerning the designation of 10 South Clinton Street as a local historic landmark. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ______________________________________ . 
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