
Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of May 6, 2025 

The City of Poughkeepsie 

New York 

Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 6:30 PM Common Council Chambers 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common
Council the date is May 6, 2025, and the time is 6:32pm 

I. ROLL CALL

9 Present, 0 Absent () 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES

A motion to Approve minutes was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 
2nd Ward Councilmember Menist. 

CCM Minutes of April 15, 2025 • VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember McClinton 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. Common Council Meeting of April 15, 2025

Ill. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 
printed agenda 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

A motion to defer items 2 and3 to Corporation Counsel was made by 3rd Ward Council Member 
Brown and seconded by 6th Ward Council Member Grant. 
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Motion to defer Items 2 & 3 to Corporation Counsel • VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember McClinton 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. FROM MARY REYNOLDS, a presentation regarding PorchFest 2025

2. FROM ALVIN BELL, JR, a notice of claim for property damage sustained on or
about March 27, 2025

3. FROM STORM GILES, a notice of claim for property damage sustained on April
14,2025

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public comment on any agenda and non­
agenda item. 

Chimere Sweeney- Black Long Covid Exp 
Marta Knapp- 10 S Clinton 
Laurie Sandow - S.Grand Ave* 
Paola Bari- 5 Barnard Ave 
Daniel Atonna- 116 College Ave 
Patricia Paulin- 22 Lown Ct 
Richard Smith- VFW 

*Submitted written comments



Laurie Sandow comments, City of Poughkeepsie Common Council meeting, May 5, 2025 

 
At the last Council meeting, I noted that I still had not received answers to the questions I’d 

submitted at the March 4, 2025 2x-yearly Informational Meeting. City Administrator Donat 

could hardly wait to “correct the record” that I _had_ received answers. Sure enough, his 

assistant sent incomplete replies to me little more than two hours prior to that night’s 

meeting. Think about it: more than 45 days delay supplying any answers, vs. an email sent 

135 minutes prior to meeting, as if I spend my time glued to Email. In Donat’s race to 

discredit, he didn’t mention that the answers sent were far from complete. Among the items 

missing or incomplete: four councilmembers—Wilson, Henry, Grant and Menist—didn’t 

reply at all; four councilmembers—Shook, James, Thompson, and McClinton—provided 

incomplete and even inaccurate replies; councilmember Brown ignored my questions 

altogether and sent only an invitation to become an Exempts member. 

 

Written into the replies I received were continued, lies, half-truths, hostility and avoidance, 

most notably by Mayor Yvonne Flowers and Da’Ron Wilson in his position as Council 

Chair. I encourage the public to read all my questions and all the replies by writing to me for 

a copy, or downloading tonight’s Agenda packet (my comments begin on Page 5): 

<https://poughkeepsieny.portal.civicclerk.com/event/1231/files/agenda/3127>. 

 

In those replies, you find that Wilson, when asked about a written consent agenda policy, 

replied, in part: “this a personal preference of yours not any legal standing.” 

When asked about the agenda line item for “Reports of Committees and Board”, Wilson 

replied: “where does [the Charter] say that the chair is responsible for the reports and 

presentations?​
When asked why he has never held an 8-Ward meeting and when he plans to do that, he 

replied: “Once again, your personal preference of what you think or like is not the law. 

There has not been any other chair to do this. As per the charter please indicate where 

it states that any councilmember has to have a ward meeting.” 

 

https://poughkeepsieny.portal.civicclerk.com/event/1231/files/agenda/3127


Flowers did me a favor in both her reply, as well as at the last Council meeting, by 

continuing to pretend that her social media page, where she talks about her function as 

Mayor, remains a personal page. Let me read the exact exchange that caused Flowers to 

illegally block me from her Facebook page—a thread she deleted so that no-one could ever 

read it for themselves. You’ll see that my comment was a statement of fact and law. And 

that if she deems that comment unfit for the eyes of her grandchildren, she has a simple 

cure: stop lying and stop breaking the law.  

 

Yvonne Flowers wrote (on April 15 at 5:39pm):  

“Please note: This is my personal Facebook page and my posts are to let family and friends 

know what I’m doing and how I am doing as Mayor or in my personal life. If you need to 

reach me in regards to city business, please do not send messages through Facebook 

messenger. I do not have access to messenger. Please see below to contact me by email or 

phone. I will be happy to help in any way I can. If you don’t like what I post, don’t leave a 

negative comment on my page. I will delete it. If you are frustrated by what is happening in 

Pok, please feel free to contact me by email or phone. If you want to post your frustration on 

Facebook, feel free to do it on your own page. Thank you!” 

 

I replied: “As Mayor of the City of Poughkeepsie, once you post about “how I am doing as 

Mayor” you would be breaking the law by deleting the comments and criticisms of others. 

—In March 2024, a unanimous Supreme Court defined when the personal social media 

account of a public official is a government action, and whether constituents can be blocked 

from commenting or from following accounts. 

—In 2019, a three-judge panel on the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 

in New York ruled unanimously that because Donald Trump used Twitter to conduct 

government business, he cannot exclude some Americans from reading or engaging in 

conversations and replies to his post, just because he does not like their views. 

—Also in 2019, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez apologized to a former elected leader from 

Brooklyn who sued her for blocking him on Twitter. She reconsidered her decision and 

acknowledged the former elected’s First Amendment right to express his views without 

being blocked.” (see attached screencaps of the deleted post and my reply). 



 

 



 

 

Diversity of thought and opinion makes a city stronger, not weaker. Yet, at meeting after 

meeting, while Councilmembers speak at length and liberty, the public remains limited to 

only three minutes every two weeks—their comments limited by Da’Ron Wilson, the 

Council Chair who has never organized a meeting with his own citywide, all-8-wards 

constituents. Councilmembers gladly collect their taxpayer-funded five-figure salaries, 

benefits, stipends and ward funds, protecting themselves against the public by writing and 

imposing self-dealing rules. Their lack of transparency, accountability and their overall 

conduct leaves no confusion about who’s reaping the benefits of their position, and who’s 

getting the raw end of the deal in this city. 
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LL-25-05 - Roll Call Vote

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 3rd Ward Council Member Brown, 5th 
Ward Council Member James, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson 
Thompson, 4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large 
Wilson, 8th Ward Councilmember McClinton 

No/Nay: 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 6th Ward Council Member Grant 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

XII. MAYOR'S COMMENTS:

NONE 

XIII. CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

First, I want to say "Happy Cinco de Mayo" for those of our community and residents that celebrated 
yesterday - Cinco de Mayo. 

On Sunday also there was a Mitzvah Day for our Judas Federation. It was a day of good deeds where they 
were collecting cereals, making veteran rugs and blankets, taking in toiletries and dispersing those supplies 
throughout the community to a lot of the different organizations. 

So that's great. 

Today there's also a NAMI event about mental health that took place in collaboration with the school district 
at the Poughkeepsie Middle School that was taking place as of right now. 

Also, I want to give a shout-out and thank you to the purpose-built community for hosting the Poughkeepsie 
City administration and giving us some insight on as we move forward into developing and revitalizing our 
community. 

I want to also give a shout-out to our heroes banner. That's something that I myself have been looking 
forward to participating in. 

Shout-out to Little League for starting and our flag football league for starting up too. 

I want to thank the council members for attending all the events and coming out. 

I want thank you to all of the public for coming out and expressing your concerns and comments. 

Is there any more of the youth that are here from the mayors .. ? Please stand up. So just stand up, just so you 

A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 
1st Ward Council Member Henry. 
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know, one just left. These are our youth. So these - you are selected to be part of our mayor's leadership 
team. So, you know, they're here in our council meeting So we always want to make sure we honor and 
keep up the great work And if you have any questions of your council members or anything like that 
of administration, feel free to ask it anytime. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:

At 7:55pm a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 7th Ward Council Member 
Patterson Thompson and seconded by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown. 

Dated: May 9, 2025 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna M. Deluca 
Deputy City Chamberlain 




