
Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 7, 2026 

The City of Poughkeepsie 

New York 

Common Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 6:30 PM Common Council Chambers 

Welcome to the regularly scheduled Meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie 
Common Council the date is April 7, 2026, and the time is 6:30pm 

I. ROLL CALL

9 Present, 0 Absent () 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES

A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 7th 
Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson. 

Motion to Approve the CC Public Hearing & Meeting of March 17, 2026 - VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. Common Council Public Hearing Minutes - March 17, 2026

2. Common Council Meeting of March 17, 2026

Ill. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on the 
printed agenda 

IV. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:



Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 7, 2026 

1. FROM NATIONAL UNION FIRE INSURANCE as subrogee of ROOSEVELT

FIRE DISTRICT, a summons for property damage sustained on September 3,
2023.

2. FROM GEICO as subrogee of STEPHEN TURK, a notice of claim for property
damage sustained on December 27, 2025.

3. FROM MARK CASHMAN, a notice of claim for personal injury sustained on
December 29, 2025.

4. FROM SHARON DOLINKO, a notice of claim for property damage sustained on
January 1, 2026

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of public comment on any agenda and non­
agenda item. 

Laurie Sandow- S Grand Ave* 
Warren Jones- N Clover 
Brian Robinson- 143 Montgomery St- NAACP 
Taneisha Means Davis- Vassar College/NAACP 
Terri Irving- ND NAACP 
Katie Hite- Celebrating the African Spirit 
Barrington Atkins- NAACP 

*Submitted written comments for the official record

VI. NEW & UNFINISHED BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:

VII. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 2nd 
Ward Councilmember Menist. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA - VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 

Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 

4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. R-26-27, Resolution Declaring April 11 "Jane Bolin Day" Annually and in Perpetuity
in the City Of Poughkeepsie

A RESOLUTION DECLARING APRIL 11 "JANE BOLIN DAY" ANNUALLY AND IN 

PERPETUITY IN THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

(R-26-27) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 

PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND 

ATONNA 

WHEREAS, Jane Matilda Bolin was born on April 11, 1908, in the City of Poughkeepsie, New 
York, the daughter of Gaius Charles Bolin, a respected attorney and the first Black graduate of 
Williams College, and Matilda Emery Bolin; and 

WHEREAS, despite growing up in the northern United States, Jane Bolin experienced racial 
discrimination as a Black woman during her childhood and education in Poughkeepsie, 
experiences that strengthened her detennination and resolve to pursue academic excellence and 
a life devoted to the advancement of fairness and equality under the law; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Bolin graduated from Poughkeepsie High School in 1924, distinguishing 
herself as a dedicated and accomplished student and setting the foundation for her historic path 
in higher education and the legal profession; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Bolin graduated from Wellesley College on June 17, 1928, where she was 
one of only two Black students in her class and persevered despite discrimination and 
marginalization from both peers and professors; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Bolin continued her pursuit of scholarship at Yale Law School, graduating 
on June 17, 1931, and became the first Black woman in history to earn a law degree from 
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Yale Law School, overcoming both racial and gender barriers m academia and the legal 
profession; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Bolin received honorary degrees from Morgan State 
University, Western College for Women, Tuskegee Institute, Hampton University, and 
Williams College for her contributions to U.S. legal history; and 

WHEREAS, after practicing law in Poughkeepsie with her father, Jane Bolin moved to New 
York City, where she obtained a position with the New York City Corporation Counsel's 
Office, being assigned to the Domestic Relations Court; and 

WHEREAS, on July 22, 1939, Jane Bolin was appointed by Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia to 

a judgeship on the Domestic Relations Court of New York City, becoming the first Black 
woman judge in the history of the United States; and 
WHEREAS, during her distinguished judicial career spanning July 22, 1939 through her 
retirement due to age nearly four decades later, Judge Bolin worked tirelessly to advance 
fairness within the family and juvenile court system, advocating for nondiscrin1inatory policies 
in probation services and child welfare agencies and ensuring that publicly funded institutions 
served children and families equally regardless of race; and 

WHEREAS, beyond her historic service on the bench, Jane Bolin demonstrated extraordinary 

civic leadership through her involvement with organizations including the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, the National Urban League, the City-Wide Citizens' 
Committee on Harlem, and the Child Welfare League; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Bolin's contributions to the legal profession and public life further included 
her service to the Dutchess County Bar Association, as president, and the New York Board of 
Regents, reflecting her lifelong dedication to justice, education, and civic engagement; and 

WHEREAS, Jane Matilda Bolin passed away on January 8, 2007, at the age of ninety-eight, 
leaving a legacy as a pioneering jurist whose quiet but profound reforms strengthened the U.S. 
legal system and expanded opportunity for generations to come; and 

WHEREAS, at a time when the recognition and teaching of Black history and Black 
achievement face renewed challenges across the United States, it is as important as ever for 
communities to affinn the value of these histories and honor the individuals whose courage and 
service expanded the promise of equality and justice for all; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that henceforth the City of Poughkeepsie designates and celebrates April 

11 annually as "Jane Bolin Day" in recognition of her extraordinary achievements as a jurist, 
civil rights leader, and native of this city; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie encourages schools, civic 
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organizations, and other institutions throughout the community to observe Jane Bolin Day 
through educational programs, commemorations, and public activities celebrating her life and 
legacy. 

2. R-26-28, Resolution Requesting Enactment of a Senate Bill and Assembly Bill in
the New York State Legislature for a Special Law in Relation to Establishing a
School Speed Zone Camera Demonstration Program

RESOLUTION REQUESTING ENACTMENT OF A SENATE BILL AND ASSEMBLY 

BILL IN THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE FOR A SPECIAL LAW IN 

RELATION TO ESTABLISHING A SCHOOL SPEED ZONE CAMERA 

DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 

(R-26-28) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 

PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND 

ATONNA 

WHEREAS, Article IX of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal 
Home Rule Law provide for the enactment of special laws by the New York State Legislature 
initiated by a Home Rule Request from a local municipality; and 

WHEREAS, City of Poughkeepsie Common Council wishes to submit a Home Rule Request 
seeking to enact special legislation that would establish a school speed zone camera 
demonstration program in the City of Poughkeepsie ; and 

WHEREAS, it is hereby detennined that a necessity exists for such legislation in that the City 
of Poughkeepsie does not have the power to enact such legislation by Local Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council, pursuant to Article IX 

of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, 
requests that the New York State Legislature enact legislation that would establish a school 

speed zone camera demonstration program in the City of Poughkeepsie as set forth in 
Al0390A I S9454. 

3. R-26-29, Resolution Requesting Enactment of a Senate Bill and Assembly Bill in
the New York State Legislature for a Special Law in Relation to an Occupancy Tax
for The City of Poughkeepsie

RESOLUTION REQUESTING ENACTMENT OF A SENATE BILL AND ASSEMBLY 

BILL IN THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE FOR A SPECIAL LAW IN 
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RELATION TO AN OCCUPANCY TAX FOR THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

(R-26-29) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 

PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND 

MENIST 

WHEREAS, Article IX of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal 
Home Rule Law provide for the enactment of special laws by the New York State Legislature 

initiated by a Home Rule Request from a local municipality; and 

WHEREAS, City of Poughkeepsie Common Council wishes to submit a Home Rule Request 
seeking to enact special legislation to extend Tax Law §1202-nn; and 

WHEREAS, it is hereby detennined that a necessity exists for such legislation in that the City 

of Poughkeepsie does not have the power to enact such legislation by Local Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council, pursuant to Article IX 
of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, 
requests that the New York State Legislature enact legislation that extends the authority of the 
City of Poughkeepsie to impose a hotel and motel tax for an additional 3 years as set forth in 

Al0481A I S9504A. 

4. R-26-30, Resolution Requesting Enactment of a Senate Bill and Assembly Bill in
the New York State Legislature for a Special Law in Relation to the Installation and
Operation of Traffic-Control Signal Photo Violation-Monitoring Devices

RESOLUTION REQUESTING ENACTMENT OF A SENATE BILL AND ASSEMBLY 

BILL IN THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE FOR A SPECIAL LAW IN 

RELATION TO THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF TRAFFIC-CONTROL 

SIGNAL PHOTO VIOLATION-MONITORING DEVICES 

(R-26-30) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 

PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND 

ATONNA 

WHEREAS, Article IX of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal 
Home Rule Law provide for the enactment of special laws by the New York State Legislature 
initiated by a Home Rule Request from a local municipality; and 
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WHEREAS, City of Poughkeepsie Common Council wishes to submit a Home Rule Request 
seeking to enact special legislation that would empower the City of Poughkeepsie to install 
and operate traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring devices; and 

WHEREAS, it is hereby detennined that a necessity exists for such legislation in that the City 
of Poughkeepsie does not have the power to enact such legislation by Local Law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council, pursuant to Article IX 
of the New York State Constitution and Section 40 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, 
requests that the New York State Legislature enact legislation that would empower the City of 
Poughkeepsie to install and operate traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring devices 
as set forth in Al039 l / S9453. 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA: ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna. 

MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA - LL-26-02- VOICE VOTE 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

1. LL-26-02, Local Law Amending Chapter 8 "Fire Prevention and Protection"

(LL 26-02) 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 8 "FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION" 

SPONSOR: CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, PATTERSON 

THOMPSON, HENRY, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND ATONNA 



(LL 26-02) 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 8 “FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION” 

SPONSOR: CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, PATTERSON 

THOMPSON, HENRY, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND ATONNA 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:  

STRIKETHROUGH INDICATES DELETION 

BOLD and UNDERLINE INDICATES ADDED LANGUAGE 

SECTION 1:  Section 8-2 “Composition of Bureau of Fire Prevention” is amended as follows: 

The Bureau of Fire Prevention shall be composed of the Chief of the Fire Department and such 

inspectors as he shall appoint from the officers or members of the Fire Department, who shall 

receive no additional salary or other compensation for the duties imposed upon them by this article, 

except as otherwise expressly provided Fire Department members designated to perform such 

duties. 

SECTION 2:  Section 8-3 “Duties of Fire Chief enumerated” is amended as follows: 

(a) It shall be the duty of the Chief of the Fire Department (also referred to herein as the “Fire

Chief”) to enforce all laws of the State of New York and ordinances of the City covering the

following matters:

(1) The prevention of fires.

(2) The storage and use of explosives and flammables.

(3) The maintenance of automatic and other fire alarm systems and fire extinguishers and

equipment.

(4) The maintenance of fire escapes.

(5) The means and adequacy of exits in case of fire from factories, schools, hotels, lodging

houses, asylums, hospitals, churches, halls, theaters, shelters, rehabilitation facilities

and all other places in which numbers of persons work, live or congregate from time to

time for any purpose.

(6) The investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of fires.

(7) The conducting of fire prevention campaigns.

(b) The Chief of the Fire Department or their designee shall also enforce all the regulations set

forth herein, as well as those set forth in the Uniform Code, and shall have such other powers

and perform such other duties as set forth in this chapter, as well as in the Uniform Code, and

as may be conferred or imposed upon him from time to time by law or ordinance.



SECTION 3:  Section 8-5. “ Investigation of cause, origin, circumstances of fire” is amended as 

follows: 

Immediately upon the occurrence of such fire, such investigation shall be begun by the Chief of 

the Fire Department, or their designee. He They shall notify the Chief of Police, who will take 

charge of any physical evidence and who shall, with the assistance of the Building Inspector, aid 

in the investigation and prosecution of the matter. 

SECTION 4:  Section 8-6 “Records, reports of investigations, examinations” is amended as follows: 

The Chief of the Fire Department or their duly appointed designee shall keep a record of all 

inspections, investigations or examinations made by his Department, including the date of inspection, 

investigation or examination and of the violation, if any, he found to exist, and shall make a report of the 

same to the Common Council at least once each calendar year. 

SECTION 5:  Section 8-7. “ Permits required” is amended as follows: 

It shall be unlawful for any person, his or her  their employees, agents or assigns servants thereof to 

engage in the following activities without first having obtained a permit from the Chief of the Fire 

Department, or their designee: 

(1) Operation of an acetylene generator with a carbide capacity in excess of five gallons.

(2) Operation of any tire recapping or rebuilding plant.

(3) Operation of an automobile wrecking yard.

(4) Storage of calcium carbide in excess of 200 pounds.

(5) Storage of cellulose nitrate plastics in excess of 25 pounds.

(6) Storage, handling or use of more than 2,000 gallons of flammable compressed gas or

6,000 gallons of nonflammable compressed gas, including liquefied, low-temperature or

cryogenic gases.

(7) Operation of a dry-cleaning plant utilizing flammable or combustible liquids.

(8) Conduct a fireworks or pyrotechnic display.

(9) Storage, handling or use of:

a. Class I liquids in excess of five gallons inside any building or in excess of 10 gallons

outside any building, except in the case of storage in the fuel tank of a vehicle or

other engine.

b. Class II or Class III liquids in excess of 25 gallons inside any building or 60 gallons

outside any building, except in connection with the use of fuel oil in connection

with oil-burning equipment.

(10) Manufacturing, processing, blending or refining of flammable or combustible liquids.



(11) Abandonment or removal of underground tanks.

Installation of stationary storage tanks for the storage of flammable or combustible liquids.

(11) Storage, handling or use of hazardous materials, as defined by Chapter C, § 1174.1(a)

of the Uniform Code the New York State Fire Code.

(12) Installation of liquefied petroleum gas in excess of 2,000 gallons in capacity.

Installation of sprinkler and standpipe systems. 

Installation of wood or other solid-fuel-burning apparatus. 

(13) Use of any open flame or fire in a theatrical performance.

Installation of a fire alarm system or systems.

(14) Storage of portable propane gas containers, with a capacity of more than 2.5 pounds and

less than 100 pounds, awaiting use or resale as part of a propane cylinder exchange or

sale business.

(15) Operation of a  commercial kitchen, including any business which has a kitchen hood

present.

(16) Mobile Food Preparation Vehicles as defined by New York State Fire Code.

(17) Public Assembly

(18) Multi Residence

(19) Tents over 400 square feet.

(20) Outdoor assembly events.

(21) Elevator Operation

(b) All applications for permits shall be made on forms and in such detail as the Chief of the Fire

Department shall prescribe and shall be accompanied by such plans and supplementary

materials as are necessary in the view of the Fire Chief to valuate evaluate the application.

(c) Any permit issued under this section is subject to revocation or suspension for due cause,

subject to appeal as provided in Section 8-11.

(d) The fees shall be in accordance with the fee schedule as promulgated by the Fire Chief, with

the approval of the Common Council.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person, his or her agent or servants thereof to engage in the

following activities without first having obtained a permit from the Building Department

as per Section 6-23 of this code:

(1) Abandonment or removal of underground tanks.

(2) Installation of stationary storage tanks for the storage of flammable or combustible

liquids. 

(3) Installation of sprinkler and standpipe systems.



(4) Installation of wood or other solid-fuel-burning apparatus.

(5) Installation of a fire alarm system or systems.

SECTION 6:  Section 8-10 “Order to install fire-protection appliances and to render same sufficient” 

shall be amended as follows:  

If the Chief of the Fire Department or those acting under him or for him their designee shall find 

appliances on or in any premises, building or structure for protection against fire are not in proper 

condition or are of insufficient size or number or are otherwise insufficient for the purpose for which the 

same are designated or intended or shall find that such appliances are reasonably necessary for the 

protection of such premises, building or structure and are wholly wanting, the Chief or their designee 

shall order, in the case of improper condition or insufficiency, that the same be placed in proper 

condition and rendered reasonably sufficient to afford proper protection against fire; and in case of 

absence of such appliance where it may be found that they are reasonably necessary for protection 

against fire, he shall order the installation of such appliances sufficient to afford proper protection in 

case of fire to such premises, building or structure and to the occupants thereof or persons rightfully on 

or in the same. In no event shall the provisions of this section require equipment or systems in excess of 

those otherwise required by the applicable provisions of the Building Code, also known as Article 6 of 

this Code. 

SECTION 7:  Section 8-15 “Firefightermen on duty in place of public assembly” is amended as 

follows: 

The Chief of the Fire Department, with the consent of the City Administrator shall have the power 

to place a fireman firefighter on continuous duty at any theater, auditorium or place of public 

assembly in the City during any performance, show or exhibition, for the purpose of enforcing all 

fire State and/or City laws and ordinances. 

SECTION 8:  Section 8-17. “ Fire drills in schools” is amended as follows: 

In each public, private or parochial school or educational institution in the City, fire drills shall be 

given, when required by the State Education Law., under the supervision of A record of these fire 

drills shall be kept by the school administration and are to be made available for review by the 

Chief of the Fire Department or his duly appointed inspector their designee upon request. 

SECTION 9:  Section 8-18 is amended to add the following new section “Registration of Fire 

Protection Equipment Required; penalties for offenses” 

(Reserved) 

Registration for Certificate of Competency as a Qualified Fire Protection Equipment 

Operator Required; penalties for offenses.  

(a). No person, corporation, firm or partnership may execute any installation, repair or 

maintenance work on fire suppression/sprinkler systems, fire extinguishers, or 

commercial hood systems in the City without first obtaining from the Chief of the 

Fire Department, or their designee, a certificate of competency and registration as a 

https://ecode360.com/27008463#27008463


qualified fire protection equipment contractor pursuant to this section. 

(b) Application for a certificate of competency and registration as a qualified fire

protection equipment contractor shall be on a form as approved by the Chief of the 

Fire Department and include, but not be limited to, the following information:  

(i) a statement detailing a minimum of five years’ experience in fire sprinkler

systems, fire suppression systems, fire extinguishers, and/or commercial hood 

systems, as applicable to the work performed under the fire protection 

equipment contractor certification; and  

(ii) Proof of certification for equipment to be worked on, if applicable; and

(iii) Three letters of recommendation from previous customers, preferably for

state or municipal work; and 

(iv) Proof of workers’ compensation insurance as required by New York State

law and liability insurance in an amount not less than $1,000,000; and 

(v) Payment of the permit fee in an amount set forth on the City’s prevailing fee

schedule as adopted by the Common Council and as may be amended by the 

Common Council from time to time.  

(c) Upon receipt of the Application, the Chief of the Fire Department, or their designee,

shall review and, if all requested information is submitted and satisfies the

requirements listed above, issue a contractor certification of competency.

(d) A contractor may appeal a denial of their application to the City Administrator who

may either confirm or reverse the Chief’s determination.  If confirmed, the permit

fee shall be refunded less a 20% deduction to cover the time for review and appeal.

If reversed, the contractor certification of competency shall be issued by the City 

Administrator.  

(e) All contractor certifications of competency shall expire on the 31st day of December

of the year in which they are issued and shall be renewed within 30 days preceding 

such expiration by application on a form as approved by the Chief of the Fire 

Department and upon payment of a renewal fee as listed on the City’s prevailing fee 

schedule as adopted by the Common Council and as may be amended by the 

Common Council from time to time. Any lapse in renewal shall require payment of 

an administrative fee in an amount equal to the renewal fee. The administrative fee 

shall be in addition to the renewal fee. 

(d) This section may be enforced by the Chief of the Fire Department and/or their

designee or by the Building Inspector and/or their designee. Any person, business,

partnership or corporation, firm or partnership who violates any provision of this

section shall be liable to a penalty of $500 per day of violation or imprisonment not

exceeding six months.

SECTION 10:  Section 8-19 “Summons, penalties for violations” is amended as follows: 

Any person, partnership, or corporation, association or entity who shall violateviolating any of 

the provisions of this chapter,Fire Prevention and Protection Code or of the Uniform Code 

adopted in Section 8-4 or of any rule, order or regulation made pursuant thereto shall be subject 

liable to for a penalty of no less than $250 but not exceeding $100 for the first violation, $500 

for the second violation within any two-year period, and $1,000 for the third or subsequent 

violation within any two-year period, except where a specific penalty is set forth in a particular 

section of this chapter, and each day that said violation is allowed to remain in existence shall 



constitute a separate violation and, for continuation of such violation, an additional penalty 

not to exceed $10 per day.  For the purposes of §80.10 of the Penal Law, this shall constitute 

a special corporate fine.  

SECTION 11:  Section 8-20 is deleted as shown below. 

Section 8-20.    Smoke detectors required in multiple residences. [Ord. of 11-5-1984] 

(a) The installation and maintenance of smoke detectors shall be required in all living units in all

multiple dwellings in the City of Poughkeepsie. For the purposes of this section, a "multiple

dwelling" is defined as a dwelling which is either rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied

or is occupied as the temporary or permanent residence or home of three or more families

living independently of each other. It shall also include a dwelling, two or more stories in

height, and with five or more boarders, roomers or lodgers residing with any one family.

(b) The installation and maintenance of a single station, battery-operated smoke detector in each

living unit shall be deemed to constitute compliance with this section.

(c) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or the landlord of the premises to purchase and install

these smoke detectors as provided herein. In the event that said smoke detectors are battery

operated, it shall be the responsibility of the tenant or occupant to maintain and replace the

batteries for said smoke detector. In the event that the smoke detector shall become inoperable

for reasons other than battery failure, it shall be the responsibility of the owner or landlord to

perform the necessary maintenance to return said smoke detector to an operable condition.

RESERVED 

SECTION 12: Section 8-21 “Access to property to fight fires” is amended to revise subsection (b) as 

shown below and to delete subsection (c).  

(b) The Fire Chief or his designee shall institute and implement a uniform system of maintaining

keys to provide for ready access to such property within the City of Poughkeepsie through the

installation of key boxes or another key maintenance system. The Fire Chief may enter into

an agreement with the owner or tenant of the property for the installation of the system. The

agreement shall be in a form acceptable to the Corporation Counsel of the City of

Poughkeepsie.Any commercial building, multiple residence over 4 units or any building

with a fire alarm system shall be required to install and maintain a KNOX box, which

is the only Fire Department approved key box. The KNOX box shall contain a key or

keys that allow access to all areas and doors of the building. These keys shall be kept

current and updated as requested by the Fire Chief or their designee.

(c) When access to or within a structure or an area is unduly difficult because of secured openings

or where immediate access is necessary for lifesaving or fire-fighting purposes, the Chief may

require a key box or other key maintenance system to be installed in an accessible location.

The key box or maintenance system shall be a type approved by the Chief and shall contain

keys to gain necessary access as required by the Chief.

SECTION 13: Section 8-23 is amended as follows: 



Section 8-23. Permit and fee for direct connection to city fire alarm headquarters. 

(a) The owner, lessee, occupant, agent or any other person, firm, business or corporation in

custody or control of any building in the City of Poughkeepsie who is required or wishes to

have his or her building's fire alarm system connected directly to the City of Poughkeepsie

Fire Department either by a master box connected by the City Fire Department or through a

fire alarm company with a hookup directly in the City Fire Department, must first obtain from

the City Fire Chief a permit for said connection. Said permit shall be required prior to

connection and on an annual basis, to be renewed on or before March 15 of each year. All

persons whose buildings have an existing direct connection to the City Fire Department, as

outlined above, must obtain a permit and pay the fee required by this section within 60 days

after the effective date of this section.

(b) The fee for said permit shall be $300 per year per master box. The fee shall be charged to any

fire alarm company with a hookup directly in the City Fire Department for each building

connected to the fire alarm company's system.

(c) Said fee shall be paid to the Fire Chief or his/her designee at the time the permit application

is submitted to the Fire Chief. If the annual fee is unpaid by any party described in Subsection

(a) of this section who has a direct connection to the Fire Department by March 15 of any

year, the Fire Chief shall certify to the Commissioner of Finance the amount of the fee due,

and the amount shall be billed to the responsible party, as set forth in Subsection (a) of this

section. If unpaid, the fee shall become and be a lien against the subject property, and the total

amount shall be added to and become a part of the next annual assessment roll as a special

assessment at the time and in the manner prescribed by the Charter of the City and subject to

all provisions thereof, or shall be recovered in a suit at law against the owner, lessee,

occupant, agent or other person in custody and control of the building. If the fee for any

building hooked up to a fire alarm company with a hookup directly in the Fire Department is

unpaid by the fire alarm company, the Fire Chief shall give notice to the company that its

operation in the Fire Department must cease if the fee is not paid within 30 days. If the fee still

remains unpaid and the fire company fails to cease operation, the Fire Chief shall promptly

advise the Corporation Counsel who shall institute an appropriate action in the court to cause

the operation of the fire alarm company to cease.

Section 8-23. Operating Permits and Fees for Multiple Residences and Commercial Buildings. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, business or corporation to conduct, maintain or

operate a multiple residence or other commercial building within the City of Poughkeepsie 

without first obtaining from the Fire Chief or their designee an operating permit. All parties 

conducting, operating or maintaining a multiple residence or other commercial building must 

obtain an operating permit and pay the fee as required by this section within 60 days after the 

effective date of the local law adopting this section. 

(b) A "multiple residence" shall be defined as a building, or portion of a building, that contains

three or more dwelling units, congregate living facilities, single room occupancies, boarding 

houses, motels or hotels. 

(c) A “commercial building” shall be defined as a building used for anything other than multiple

residence, one- or two-family dwelling or an accessory structure to a one- or two-family dwelling. 



(d) For uses other than public assemblies and commercial kitchens, the operating permit shall

be obtained on a triennial (i.e every third year) basis and prior to the opening, use or change of 

use of any new or existing multiple residence or commercial building. Public assemblies and 

commercial kitchens shall be inspected and permitted annually.  Prior to issuing the operating 

permit, the Chief of the Fire Department or their designee shall inspect the building to make a 

determination that the building is in compliance with the Fire Code of New York State and all 

laws, codes and ordinances relative to occupancy and fire protection and safety. The applicant 

shall pay the required fee at the time the operating permit application and/or renewal is made 

to the Chief of the Fire Department or their designee. The fee shall be in accordance with the 

prevailing fee schedule as approved by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and as 

amended from time to time. 

(e) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association violating the provisions of this section

shall be subject to penalties as per Sections 8-19 of this chapter. 

SECTION 14: Section 8-24 “License and fees for places of public assembly” is amended as follows: 

Section 8-24. License and fees for places of public assembly. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, business or corporation to conduct, maintain or

operate a place of public assembly within the City of Poughkeepsie without first obtaining

from the Fire Chief or his/her their designee a license. All parties conducting, operating or

maintaining a place of public assembly must obtain a license and pay the fee as required by

this section within 60 days after the effective date of this section.

(b) A "place of public assembly" shall be defined as a building, or portion of a building, used for

gathering together 50 or more persons for amusement, athletic, civic, dining, educational,

entertainment, patriotic, political, recreational, religious, social or similar purposes.

(c) Said license shall be obtained on an annual basis on or before March 15 of each year and prior

to the opening or use of any new building space used for the purpose of public assembly. Prior

to issuance of said license each year, the Building Inspector Fire Chief or their designee

shall inspect the place of public assembly to make a determination as to the maximum safe

occupancy of the proposed place of public assembly pursuant to the Fire Code of New York

State and to approve and ensure its compliance with all laws, codes and ordinances relative

to maximum occupancy allowed and fire protection and safety. The applicant shall pay an

annual license fee at the time the license application and/or renewal is made to the Building

Inspector or his or her Fire Chief or their designee. The fee shall be in accordance with the

fee schedule as approved by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and as may

be amended from time to time.

(d) Upon the failure of any party to obtain the necessary license, the Building Inspector shall

promptly notify the Corporation Counsel, who may institute an appropriate action in the court

to cause the operation of the place of public assembly to cease until and unless the inspection

is permitted and the license required by this section is obtained.

(d) Penalties. Any person, firm, business, or corporation or association who violates the

provisions of this section by operating or maintaining a place of public assembly without



obtaining a license shall be subject to a penalty of $250 for each violation thereof, and each 

day that said violation is allowed to remain in existence shall constitute a separate 

violation. violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to penalties as per 

Section 8-19 of this chapter.  

(e) Suspension of license.

(1) Upon a second conviction of any violation of Section 8-25 or 8-26 of this article, the

public assembly license of the business shall be deemed suspended for a period of seven

calendar days commencing the day of the date of such conviction.

(2) Upon a third or subsequent conviction of any violation of Section 8-25 or 8-26, the public

assembly license of the business shall be deemed suspended for a period of 14 calendar

days commencing the day of the date of such conviction.

(3) If the occupancy load is not posted in accordance with the Fire Code, the public

assembly license may be suspended until corrected.

SECTION 15: Section 8-25 “Requirements for places of public assembly” is amended to revise 

subsection (b) as follows:  

(b) Any person, firm, business or corporation who violates a provision of Subsection (a) of this

Section 8-25 shall be subject to:

1. A fine of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000 for a first violation; or

2. A fine of not less than $500 nor more than $2,000 for a second violation within any two-

year period; or

3. A fine of not less than $750 nor more than $3,000 for a third or subsequent violation

within any two-year period.

(b) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association violating the provisions of this

section shall be subject to penalties as per Sections 8-19 of this chapter.

SECTION 16: Section 8-27 “Service of process” is amended as follows: 

Service of an accusatory instrument alleging any violation of this Chapter therein may be made 

by personal delivery to the owner of the property  or to any person found at the place of public 

assembly who is in an apparent position Sections 8-24, 8-25 or 8-26 of this article may be effected 

by personal delivery to the person named of authority or control over the place of public assembly. 

This shall be deemed to include but not be limited to bartenders, hosts or hostesses, or person in 

apparent charge of allowing or denying to the public entrance to the place of public assembly, or 

any other person known to be responsible for the operation of the place of public assembly. 

SECTION 17: Section 8-30 “Constituted” is amended as follows: 



The Fire Department shall consist of a hook and ladder company, hose companies, steamer 

companies and fire patrol, a Chief, a Deputy Chief, an Assistant Chief, two deputies to the 

Assistant Chief and such other officers and personnel as may be from time to time appointed or 

hired. engine companies, ladder companies, a chief, a deputy chief and any such other officers 

and personnel, as may be appointed or hired from time to time.  

SECTION 18: Section 8-31 “Requirements for membership in Department” is amended as follows: 

No person shall be appointed to membership in the Fire Department or continue to hold 

membership employment therein who is not a citizen of the United States or who has been 

convicted of a felony; nor shall any person be appointed who cannot read and write the English 

language or who shall not have resided within the state one year prior to making application for 

appointment to the Fire Department or who shall be under the age of 18 years. 

SECTION 19: Section 8-32 “Selection, terms and duties of Chief and Assistant and Deputy Chief” 

The Chief of the Fire Department shall hold his office for two years under such regulations as the 

Common Council shall prescribe. The Chief shall have power to appoint an Assistant Chief of the 

Fire Department to hold such office during the pleasure of the Chief and two deputies to the 

Assistant Chief to hold such office during the pleasure of the Chief. In making appointments for 

the deputies to the Assistant Chief, the Chief shall seek recommendations from the volunteer 

companies. The Deputy Chief shall be appointed by the City Administrator and shall have such 

tenure as may be provided by the Civil Service Law. The Chief, the Deputy Chief and Assistant 

Chief of the Fire Department shall perform such duties and possess such powers as shall be 

prescribed by the Common Council and/or the civil service administrator or for the City of 

Poughkeepsie, as the case may be. The person serving as Deputy Chief must be a resident of the 

City of Poughkeepsie. 

The Chief of the department shall be appointed by the Mayor.  The Deputy Chief shall be 

appointed by the Mayor with recommendation provided by the Chief.   

SECTION 20: Section 8-32.1 “Designation of Deputy Chief; duties in absence of Chief.” 

The Deputy Chief shall assist the Chief and obey his orders for the extinguishment of fires when 

on duty, and in the absence of Chief, the Deputy Chief shall take command. 

In the absence of the Chief, the Deputy Chief shall be in charge of the Fire Department 

SECTION 21: Section 8-33 “Designation of Assistant Chief; duties in absence of Chief” is deleted 

as shown below:  

Section 8-33. Designation of Assistant Chief; duties in absence of Chief. 

The Assistant Chief shall assist the Chief and obey his orders for the extinguishment of fires when 

on duty and, in the absence of the Chief and the Deputy Chief, shall take command according to 

rank. 



RESERVED 

SECTION 22: Section 8-34 is amended to revise the title and text as follows: 

Section 8-34. Authority of Chief, Assistant Chief and Deputy Chief at fire. 

The Chief, the and Deputy Chief and Assistant Chief of the Department shall have full and 

absolute power at all fires to order and direct the firemen and fire wardens firefighters and fire 

officers in the management of the fire engines and other apparatus for the extinguishment of fires. 

SECTION 23: Section 8-35 is amended to revise the title and text as follows: 

Section 8-35. Command of Department in absence of Chief, Assistant Deputy Chief. 

In case of absence of the Chief and Deputy Chief of the Department and his Deputy and Assistant 

from any fire, the on duty shift commander captain in charge shall take command of the Fire 

Department. The deputies to the Assistant Chief shall be appointed from among the ranks of the 

volunteer companies and shall have authority only within the ranks of the volunteer companies 

subject to the command of the Department as otherwise provided by law. 

SECTION 24: Section 8-36 “Selection of captain, lieutenants” is deleted as shown below: 

Section 8-36. Selection of captain, lieutenants. 

The captain and lieutenants of the volunteer companies shall be elected by ballot by the companies 

to which they respectively belong, and the secretaries of the different companies shall notify the 

Common Council of such election and, when elected, shall hold their respective offices until others 

are elected in their places, unless the Common Council shall otherwise direct. 

RESERVED 

SECTION 25: Section 8-37 “Duties of captain, lieutenants” is deleted as shown below: 

Section 8-37. Duties of captain, lieutenants. 

Upon every alarm of fire, the captain and lieutenants shall immediately repair thereto, with the 

engines and equipment in their charge, and there work and manage the same under the direction 

of the Chief of the Department and his Assistants, in the most effective manner, until dismissed by 

the Chief. 

RESERVED 

SECTION 26: Section 8-38 “Uniform badge to be worn” is amended as follows: 

A uniform badge provided by the Common Council shall be worn by all members of the Fire 



Department, whether they be paid or volunteer members, when attending fires. 

Newly hired members of the Fire Department shall receive a uniform badge. 

SECTION 27: Section 8-39 “Badge to be worn on duty” is amended as follows: 

All members of the Fire Department shall, when on duty, wear the firemen's their department 

issued badge while wearing their Class A uniform.  provided by the City on penalty of expulsion 

from the Fire Department for noncompliance. 

SECTION 28: Section 8-40 is amended to revise the title and text as shown below: 

Section 8-41. Return of badge when leaving Department; loss of badge. 

No volunteer fireman shall be required to pay a fee for his badge, but upon resigning or leaving 

the Department, he shall return the same to the Fire Chief, and it shall be the duty of the secretary 

of each and every company to notify at once the Chief of the Department of the expulsion, 

resignation or death of the member in possession of a badge. In the event of loss of a badge, a new 

one may be obtained by paying such fee as will cover the expense of furnishing such badge. 

A member’s badge must be returned upon request by the Fire Chief. 

SECTION 29: Sections 8-42 through 8-51 are deleted as shown below: 

Section 8-42. Giving badge away. 

Any fireman disposing of or giving away his fire badge shall incur a penalty of $10 and shall be 

subject to expulsion from the Fire Department. 

Section 8-43. Expulsion of persons without badges from fire area. 

Police officers on duty at fires shall be empowered to exclude and eject all persons not wearing a fire 

badge as provided for by this Article. 

Section 8-44. Fire Chief to keep personnel records, report same. 

The Chief of the Department shall keep a record of the names of the members of the different 

companies, specifying the company to which each member belongs, and all reductions and 

increases in membership of such companies and shall report the same to the Common Council 

annually. 

Section 8-45. Fire Chief to keep record of membership. 

A register shall be kept by the Fire Chief in which he shall enter the name of the fireman and the 

name of the company. 

Section 8-46. Volunteer membership reports to Common Council.  

The secretaries of the several volunteer companies, semiannually, on the first day of January and 



July and upon request shall report to the Chief of the Department the names of the members of 

their respective companies who have ceased to be firemen by removal from the City or otherwise, 

the names of the persons to be recommended to the Common Council for appointment as firemen 

and the names of all delinquent members thereof with the nature of each delinquency. 

Section 8-47. Application for exemption certificate. 

Any volunteer fireman who shall apply for an exemption certificate shall, with such application, 

present to the Common Council a statement verified by his oath of the time he was in actual service 

as a volunteer member of the Fire Department, stating to what company or companies and the term 

of such service and the certificate of the captain of such company or companies giving the term of 

his membership. 

Section 8-48. Issuance of certificate of membership or exemption. 

All certificates of membership or exemption granted by the Common Council, as provided in 

Section 8-47, shall be delivered by the Chamberlain to the Chief of the Department, and by him 

delivered to the captain of the company of which the applicant is a member; and if such certificate 

of membership shall not be called for by such applicant within one month after its date, such 

certificate shall be void and returned by the Chief of the Department to the Chamberlain. 

Section 8-49. Records of certificates of membership and exemption. 

The Chamberlain shall keep a record of all certificates of membership and exemption, with the 

respective dates thereof, granted as provided in Section 8-47 by the Common Council. 

Section 8-50. Violations constituting grounds for expulsion. 

If any fireman shall neglect to attend a fire without a sufficient excuse therefor or shall refuse to 

do his duty in working the engine or other apparatus to which he may be attached or shall disobey 

the orders of the Chief of the Department or his Assistants or the officers in command or the officers 

of his company, he shall be liable to expulsion from the Fire Department. 

Section 8-51. Reports of disobedience, neglect by personnel. 

The Chief of the Department, or the person having command at a fire, shall report to the City 

Administrator the names of such firemen or volunteer firemen as have disobeyed orders or 

neglected or refused to attend to their duty. Volunteer firemen may be expelled from membership 

for such violations, by the Chief, pursuant to Section 209-1 of the General Municipal Law of the 

State of New York. 

RESERVED 

SECTION 30: Section 8-53 “Possession of hydrant at fire” is amended as follows: 

Any hose company laying a line of hose from a hydrant at a fire shall retain possession of the 

hydrant unless otherwise ordered by the officer in command. 

The Fire Department shall be given access to any fire hydrant, public or private, for use 

during an emergency.  



SECTION 31: Section 8-55 is deleted as shown below: 

Section 8-55. False alarms. 

No person shall knowingly make or assist in making a false alarm of fire or willfully or otherwise 

turn in a false alarm of fire through any alarm box in the City nor set fire to any material or 

substance for the purpose of creating such false alarm. 

RESERVED 

SECTION 32. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State 

Secretary of State.  
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X. ACTION AGENDA: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:

1. R-26-31, Resolution Introducing a Local Law to Amend the City Of Poughkeepsie
Building and Utility Codes to Include Additional Requirements for Owners and
Managers of Residential Rental Properties and Setting Public Hearing

RESOLUTION 

(R-26-31) 

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING 

A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE BUILDING AND 

UTILITY CODES TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR OWNERS 

AND MANAGERS OF RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 

PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND 

ATONNA 

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law entitled, "A LOCAL LAW TO 
AMEND THE CITY OF POUGHKEESPSIE BUILDING AND UTILITY CODES TO 
INCLUDE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR OWNERS AND MANAGERS OF 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTIES" be and hereby is introduced before the Common 
Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 
upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 
proposed local law to receive comment from the public on Tuesday, April 6, 2026 at 6:00 pm 
in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, 
Poughkeepsie, New York; 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a 
public notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at 
least five (5) days prior thereto.

 

A motion to Approve was made by 8th Ward Councilmember Atonna and seconded by 
1st Ward Council Member Henry. 
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Resolution R-26-31 - Roll Call Vote 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

2. R-26-32, Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Serial Bonds of the City of
Poughkeepsie for Spratt Park Pool House Improvements at an Increased
Estimated Maximum Cost Of $4,893,500

EXTRACT OF MINUTES 

(Supplemental Bond Resolution for Spratt Park Pool House Renovation) 

R-26-32

A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New 
York was convened in public session at the Council Chambers, City Hall, Poughkeepsie, New 
York on April 7, 2026 at 6:30 o'clock p.m., local time. 

The meeting was called to order by Councilmember at Large Da'Ron Wilson and, upon roll 
being called, the following members were: 

PRESENT: 
Councilmember at Large Da'Ron Wilson 
Councilmember Ernest Henry 
Councilmember Evan Menist 
Councilmember Terriciena Brown 
Councilmember Nathan Shook 
Councilmember Ondie James 
Councilmember Christopher Grant 
Councilmember Nedra Patterson Thompson 
Councilmember Daniel Atonna 
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ABSENT: 

The following persons were ALSO PRESENT: 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance Karen Sorrell 

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Terriciena Brown seconded by 

Councilmember Christopher Grant to wit; 

SUPPLEMENTAL BOND RESOLUTION DATED APRIL 7, 2026 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SPRATT PARK POOL HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS AT AN 
INCREASED ESITMATED MAXIMUM COST OF $4,893,500, AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, DUTCHESS 
COUNTY, NEW YORK IN AN INCREASED AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $4,893,500 PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW TO FINANCE THE 
COST THEREOF, AND DELEGATING CERTAIN POWERS IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH TO THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (the “City”) has 

previously approved its Bond Resolution No. R25-71 dated October 7, 2025 regarding the Spratt 

Pool House Renovation (the “Bond Resolution”), authorizing the issuance of serial bonds for the 

purposes described therein in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $3,500,000; and  

WHEREAS, based on updated estimated costs of the improvements to be financed pursuant 

to the Bond Resolution, it is necessary to increase the estimated project cost and to modify the plan 

of financing as set forth herein; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, 

Dutchess County, New York (the "City") (by the favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all 

of the members of the Common Council) as follows:  

SECTION 1. Section 1 of the Bond Resolution is hereby amended and supplemented to read as 

follows:   

SECTION 1.  The Spratt Park Pool House renovation project including reconstruction 

and associated asbestos abatement work is hereby authorized at an increased aggregate 

estimated maximum cost of $4,893,500 and said amount is hereby appropriated therefor.  

It is hereby determined that said purpose is an object or purpose described in subdivision 

19(c) of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law, and that the period of 

probable usefulness of said purpose is 15 years.  

SECTION 2. Section 3 of the Bond Resolution is hereby amended and supplemented to read as 

follows:  

SECTION 3.    The City plans to finance the total cost of said purpose by the issuance of 

serial bonds of the City in an amount not to exceed $4,893,500, hereby authorized to be 

issued therefor pursuant to the Local Finance Law.   

SECTION 3. The validity of said serial bonds or of any bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of the sale of said serial bonds may be contested only if: 
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(1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the City is not

authorized to expend money; or 

(2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the publication

of this resolution are not substantially complied with; 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after 

the date of such publication; or 

(3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution of

New York. 

SECTION 4.  The Chamberlain is hereby authorized and directed to publish this resolution, or a 

summary thereof, together with a notice in substantially the form provided by Section 81.00 of the 

Local Finance Law, in the Poughkeepsie Journal, being a newspaper having a general circulation 

in the City and hereby designated as the official newspaper of the City for such publication. 

SECTION 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call, which 

resulted as follows: 

Councilmember at Large Da’Ron Wilson VOTING YES 

Councilmember Ernest Henry VOTING YES 

Councilmember Evan Menist  VOTING YES 

Councilmember Terriciena Brown VOTING YES 

Councilmember Nathan Shook VOTING YES 

Councilmember Ondie James VOTING YES 

Councilmember Christopher Grant  VOTING YES 

Councilmember Nedra Patterson Thompson VOTING YES 
Councilmember Daniel Atonna VOTING YES 

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER 

The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

(1) He is the duly qualified and acting Chamberlain of the City of Poughkeepsie,

Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter called the "City") and the custodian of the records of the 

City, including the minutes of the proceedings of the Common Council, and is duly authorized to 

execute this certificate. 

(2) Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted at a meeting

of the Common Council held on the 7th day of April, 2026, and entitled: 

SUPPLEMENTAL BOND RESOLUTION DATED APRIL 7, 2026 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SPRATT PARK POOL HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS AT AN 
INCREASED ESITMATED MAXIMUM COST OF $4,893,500, AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, DUTCHESS 
COUNTY, NEW YORK IN AN INCREASED AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED $4,893,500 PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW TO FINANCE THE 
COST THEREOF, AND DELEGATING CERTAIN POWERS IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH TO THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE 

(3) Said meeting was duly convened and held and said resolution was duly adopted in

all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the City.  To the extent required by law 

or said regulations, due and proper notice of said meeting was given.  A legal quorum of members 

of the Common Council was present throughout said meeting, and a legally sufficient number of 

members (two-thirds of the Common Council) voted in the proper manner for the adoption of the 

resolution.  All other requirements and proceedings under law, said regulations or otherwise 

incident to said meeting and the adoption of the resolution, including any publication, if required 

by law, have been duly fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed. 

(4) The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the City and was duly

affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set his hand this 8th day of April, 

2026. 

-SEAL- ____________________________________ 

Jamar Cummings 
City Chamberlain 
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A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 
6th Ward Council Member Grant. 

Resolution R-26-32 - Roll Call Vote 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

3. R-26-33, Resolution Approving 2026 College Hill Golf Course Fee Schedule

R ES OLU TI O N

(R-26-33) 

INT RO DUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SHOOK AN D P ATTERSON THO MPSON: 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie owns two municipal golf courses for the use and 
enjoyment of the citizens of the City and the public in general located at Spratt Park and at 
College Hill Park respectively; and 

WHEREAS, these golf courses are operated on behalf of the City by McCann-Caven Golf 
Courses, Inc. under an agreement with the City; and 

WHEREAS, the said agreement provides that the schedule of fees charged for the use of the 
golf courses and related amenities must be approved by the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie; and 

WHEREAS, in order to preserve and maintain the recreational opportunity that these golf 
courses provide to the citizens of the City and the public in general, McCann-Caven Golf 
Courses, Inc. has requested that the Common Council consider a revision to the current fee 
schedule; and 

WHEREAS, McCann-Caven Golf Courses, Inc. has provided good and sufficient justification 
for the requested revision; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the schedule of fees annexed hereto to be charged for the use of the 
golf course located at College Hill Park and for the use of the facilities and amenities related 
thereto is hereby approved by the Common Council; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the annexed schedule of fees shall take effect immediately; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor, the City Administrator and McCann-Caven Golf Courses Inc. be 
and they hereby are authorized to take all steps necessary to give full effect to this resolution. 

A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 
7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson. 

Resolution R-26-33 - Roll Call Vote 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

XI. ACTION AGENDA: ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:

1. Second Read: 0-26-02, Ordinance Amending §13-175 Of Chapter 13 of the City
of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances Entitled "Motor Vehicles and Traffic" to Add
Stop Sign on Academy Street at Intersection of Holmes Street, Both Directions

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-175 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

* Fee schedule  is attached to the end of minutes for this meeting.
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CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED "MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC" 

(0-26-02) 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, 
PATTERSON THOMPSON, HENRY, MENIST AND GRANT 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows: 

SECTION 1: §13-175 is hereby amended by the following addition: 

Section 13-175 Stop Signs; Locations Designated 

Upon the erection of signs g1vmg due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 
designated as a public parking permit area and is to be utilized only for the purpose set 
forth in this Article: 

On Academy Street at the intersection of Holmes Street, both directions 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
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A motion to Approve was made by 3rd Ward Council Member Brown and seconded by 7th Ward Council

Member Patterson Thompson 

Ordinance 0-26-02 - Roll Call Vote 

Yes/Aye: 1st Ward Council Member Henry, 2nd Ward Councilmember Menist, 3rd 
Ward Council Member Brown, 5th Ward Council Member James, 6th Ward 
Council Member Grant, 7th Ward Council Member Patterson Thompson, 
4th Ward Council Member Shook, Council Member At-Large Wilson, 8th 
Ward Councilmember Atonna 

No/Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: 

Result: Passed 

XII. MAYOR'S COMMENTS:

Thank you chair. First, I want to congratulate Professor Means on the release of her book. I look forward to 

reading it. I also want to thank NAACP president Barrington Atkins and his members for pushing forward on

the Jane Bolin Day for April 11th.  This Saturday they will be unveiling the marker in front of the house on

North Clinton· Street.

I'm glad this highlights role models who look like me and our children, showing that people from our 

community have broken barriers and paved the way; it's meaningful for kids to be able to pass by the 

house where she lived and know she'll be celebrated on April 11th and that we should continue honoring 

others who opened doors people like me, especially in Poughkeepsie where our children are searching for 

examples to aspire to - I really appreciate the initiative and the council's unanimous support.

I'm glad the resident raised the issue about the speed cameras-I hadn't thought about data sharing 

concerns-so l'Il ensure our FLOCK and other camera systems don't share information with Homeland Security 

and that this is confirmed when the program moves forward; thank you for bringing it to our attention.

I want to thank everyone who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt-Councilwoman Brown for stuffing eggs, 

Councilmember Shook's wife, our DPW staff, and the police - because the community came together quickly to 

create a beautiful day for our children and families, and I really appreciate everyone's efforts to make sure it 

went smoothly.  
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Dated: April15, 2026

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Tuesday, April 7, 2026.

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna M. Deluca 
Deputy City Chamberlain 

XIII. CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:

Thank you, Mayor. Appreciate it. 

Thank you to everyone watching; I congratulate the NAACP for their work on Jane Bolin Day, 
Professor Means for her continued work at Vassar and her book, and Celebrating the African 
Spirit for strengthening recognition of African contributions to Poughkeepsie through valuable 
collaborations. I share my colleagues' concerns about national leadership not considering 
children - speaking as a veteran, I've seen the psychological toll of conflict on our youth and urge 
that we remain mindful of how adult decisions affect them and resist the rising attacks on 
intelligence. Again, thank you all for coming out. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:

At 7:32 pm a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 7th Ward Council Member Patterson 
Thompson and seconded by 6th Ward Council Member Grant. 



College Hill Park 2026 Fee Change 
 
 2025 2026 Fee Increase 
9 Holes Weekday $15.00 $17.00 $2.00 
18 Hole Weekday $28.00 $30.00 $2.00 
    
9 Hole Weekend $18.00 $20.00 $2.00 
18 Hole Weekend $30.00 $35.00 $5.00 
    
Carts – per person $15.00 $16.00 $1.00 
    
Junior (under 16) $12.00 $14.00 $2.00 
    
College Student Weekday $15.00 $17.00 $2.00 
College Student Weekend $18.00 $20.00 $2.00 
    
Season Pass $1,199.00 $1,250.00 (includes 

GHIN Membership) 
$51.00 

 




