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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, April 15, 2019 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- 8 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember R. Johnson)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM January 7, 2019 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

 

Robert Scores-Bobby’s Towing  

Victor Wong-McDonald’s  

Shakar Peterson-Assemblymen Jacobson’s Office 

Darrett Roberts 148 Franklin Street 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 
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Jeff Anzevino- Scenic Hudson  

Laurie Sandow South Grand Avenue 
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Warren Jones  

Shelia Drew 66 Washington Street 

Howard Susser Lockerman Avenue 

Jonathan Bix  

Katherine Heit 80 North Water Street 

V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Finney- no comments 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison- We are in preparation mode for the Poughkeepsie High school basketball 

team parade on April 26th from Crannell Street to City Hall. It's Friday afternoon, lineup at 

4:00 o'clock. There is a rain date of the following Friday, and the route will be discussed if 

and when we have to we have to move it.  

 

There was some discussion tonight earlier amongst the Councilmembers on site talking about 

the Community Matters 2 clean up that happened this weekend. And I had the opportunity to 

be there as well with over about 250 other people. It was by far the biggest cleanup I think 

we've had in the city of Poughkeepsie that I've ever seen. So hats off to everybody that was 

there especially of the CM2 gang for putting this together. What really worked out well this 

year was because of the addition of our DPW weekend team, they were present throughout 

the cleanup both with manpower and the ability to get some of the larger pieces of debris onto 

the trucks. The street sweeper was out. I talked to Jeff Weaver from DPW and 1.6 tons of 

debris was picked up by lots of folks who really come out and show that they care about the 

city of Poughkeepsie and particularly that Northside area. I was around there today again and 

it looks you know it looks really good. So hopefully we can stay on that, and you know keep 

up with cleaning it especially in and around the parks.  

 

We did swear in six new officers last week. A seventh actually had been sworn in like two 

weeks earlier. So as the City Administrator said, we are now at the full complement of 92 

police officers, which will give us the opportunity and we're just starting to have discussions 

on the $608,000 federal grant that we've had since 2015. So stay tuned for more information 

on that. We'll be talking with the council and Congressman Maloney’s office on how we're 

going to exercise that grant.  

 

There were two city employees that were honored last week, at two separate functions. The 

first was Police Officer Jeffrey Lee was honored by Family Services and recognized at their 

Annual Crime Victim’s Ceremony on the 11th and he received an award as a 2019 champion 

of crime victims’ rights. And knowing Jeff before he was here when he was a Hyde Park cop 

I'm not surprised that they honored him for all he does. He's a very compassionate individual 

who works well with folks. And it was nice not that he was looking for the recognition but it 

certainly was nice that he got recognized for that.  

 

Brian Laffin who is our part time Recreation Supervisor and old time teacher in the 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 15, 2019 

6 

Poughkeepsie City School District since I think 1997 was recognized for outstanding 

leadership in athletics at the Boys and Girls Club of Newburgh and Poughkeepsie Gala last 

week.  

 

Last week also was National Boys and Girls Club week nationally and we recognized them as 

well up at their spot up at the New Hope Community Center. Excuse me my cell phone is 

buzzing. I apologize for that. Actually it's Brian Laffin actually calling in. Believe it or not.  

 

So a couple other quick things.  

 

This week is National Telecommunications Week. What that actually stands for is, 

We recognize all of the call takers and dispatchers who work in all the various 911 centers 

police and fire and Department of Public Works communications centers throughout the 

country. And as most of you know we have our own 911 system here in the city of 

Poughkeepsie. So when you call 911 you're talking to our tele communicators downstairs.  

They answer approximately 100,000 phone calls per year downstairs.  

 

And as of the end of March they've had 17,808 phone calls into that center and they work 

obviously 24 hours a day seven days a week.  

 

There was a comment made in public comment about the million dollars when I was in the 

legislature in 2015. So just to give you just a little update on that. That was a million dollar 

amendment that was made by myself and Legislator Barbara Jeter Jackson from the City of 

Poughkeepsie to the Capital plan of Dutchess County. That is strictly an amendment to a plan. 

There is no money actually attached to it just like our capital plan. If the Legislature or the 

County wanted to authorize the expenditure of that money the Legislature would actually 

have to have to authorize that money. So it's still no money has been spent. Not even a 

hundred thousand dollars of that million dollars. It's still in their capital plan.  

 

And I'd like to tonight recognize Ricardo Grant. Ricardo Grant is sitting in the back Ricardo 

please stand up. Ricardo is a Poughkeepsie High School Senior. He's in the e-tech program 

and he wanted to work in City Hall this week because they are off. So he is working with us 

on the third floor. Ricardo thanks for being here. Ricardo was here at 9 o'clock this morning 

on time. I came in with blue jeans and that's how he was dressed so you can see who looks 

like the mayor. But we're really excited to have Ricardo here and we're going to do a lot this 

week together and we had a great day today.  

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember McNamara and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

(R19-42a) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA:  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has negotiated a Collective License Agreement with 

Orange County Poughkeepsie Limited Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless for the installation of a 

mini-single cell antenna in order to provide improved wireless communication coverage; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Agreement is non-exclusive license covering approximately 66 square feet;  

And 

 

WHEREAS, the Common council has determined that this resolution constitutes a Type II 

action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act and 6 NYCRR Park  

617;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council approves the Collocation License Agreement in form 

and substance as attached hereto and further authorized the Mayor and/or City Administrator to 

execute the agreement in form and substance as attached hereto and as approved by the 

Corporation Counsel.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON  
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R19-42 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember McNamara to receive and print. 

 
 RESOLUTION INTRODUCING ORDINANCE 

AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE AND HEARING 
(R-19-45) 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY: 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that an introductory Zoning Ordinance, entitled “The 2019 Zoning 

Amendment for Hudson River Housing- 504 to 514 Main Street” and  be and it hereby is 

introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess 

and State of New York; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby appoints and declares 

its intent to be “Lead Agency” for purpose of SEQRA; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 6:00 o’clock 

P.M., on May 6, 2019; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this introductory local law  shall be 

forwarded by the Clerk to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and the Dutchess County 

Planning Department for their comments; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least ten (10) 

days prior thereto. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA 
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R19-45 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Salem and seconded by Councilmember 

McNamara to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

R19-46 
 

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign 

New York State Bill A.2176 / S.425 known as the New York State Protect Our Courts Act. 

       

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER:  SALEM:     

WHEREAS, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has substantially increased 

the number of immigrants it has targeted in the New York State Courts since November 2017, 

reporting as many as three times the number of arrests or attempted arrests than were reported for 

all of 2016; and 

WHEREAS, many advocates are hearing from immigrants that they have a profound 

fear of going to court; and  

WHEREAS, immigrants need access to the courts for orders of protection and to 

vindicate their rights as tenants; and     
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WHEREAS, the State Legislature has an obligation to protect the constitutional rights of 

all New Yorkers to access the courts in order to receive due process and to petition the courts; 

and  

WHEREAS, ICE’s courthouse arrests undermine the safety and security for all New 

Yorkers; 

NOW, THEREFORE 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council in the City of Poughkeepsie calls on the 

New York State Legislature to pass the Protect Our Courts Act, New York State bill A.2176 / 

S.425, ensuring safety and security for all New Yorkers; and be if further 

RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain is directed to send a copy of this resolution to 

the City’s state representatives and the Governor upon its adoption.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA 

R19-46 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember McNamara and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

ORDINANCE  

(O-19-01) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIX, SECTION 19-3.2 OF  

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED ZONING MAP 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA: 
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BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: The official Map of the City of Poughkeepsie as adopted by the Common Council 

on February 20, 1979, as amended, is further amended as follows: 

 

Parcel # 6162-55-267439 – 27 High Street to be rezoned from I-1 (Light Industrial) District 

to R-4 (Medium High Density Residential) District.  

 

SECTION 2:  That the City Chamberlain be and is hereby directed to amend the official Zoning 

Map in accordance with this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3: That the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, after a review of the facts, 

finds that the site is more appropriately zoned as an R-4 District. Due to the existing surrounding 

uses, utilization of the site as multi-family residential, will provide a beneficial transition between 

industrial uses to the North and East, and lower density residential uses to the South and West. 

Use of the site as residential rather than industrial will be less harmful to the existing residential 

neighborhood and in line with recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

SECTION 4:  That the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as lead agency has 

determined that there are no other involved agencies, that the action is an Unlisted Action and 

upon the Short Environmental Assessment Form and the examination of 6 N.Y.C.R.R §617.7 of 

the State Environmental Quality Review Act the attached Negative Declaration is adopted because 

no Negative impacts anticipated will occur by reason of this text amendment. 

 

SECTION 5: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON  

 

 
O-19-01 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

McNamara to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
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(O-19-04) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition: 

 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 

 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated 

as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this 

Article: 

 

Rose Street, east side, beginning 222 feet north of its intersection of Main Street and 

continuing north for a distance of 33 feet, for two parking spaces 
 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA 

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

 
O-19-04 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM KIM M. NORTH, a notice of personal injuries sustained on February 23, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

2. FROM CAITLIN RILEY, a notice of property damage sustained on February 5, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Petsas to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:12 p.m. 

 

Dated: August 21, 2019  
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on April 15, 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


