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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, May 6, 2019 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- All Present (Councilmember R. Johnson came in after Roll Call)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 
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Christine Smoot 35 Dubois Avenue 

Laurie Sandow South Grand Avenue 

Lou Vigliotti 112 Hudson Pointe Drive 

 

V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

  

Chairwoman Finney- turned her time over the Walkway over the Hudson, who are here to 

give us an update on their activities recently.  
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VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison-Absent.  

 

City Administrator Nelson: So yes on behalf of Mayor Rolison he extends his apologies to you 

Madam Chair, and your colleagues. He is attending the annual New York Conference of Mayors 

Conference up in Cooperstown. I had the pleasure of joining him yesterday and was there briefly 

this morning. And I'm pleased to announce that the city was awarded for the 2nd year in a row 

The New York Conference of Mayors awarded us its Innovation and Government Efficiency 

Award. This was for the police retention program which is now being looked at by other 

municipalities as potentially something that they could replicate. Those municipalities that are 

finding themselves having the same outmigration of officers that the City of Poughkeepsie 

experienced between 2016 and 2018. You'll recall Madam Chair that last year the city won the 

same award for innovation and efficiency. That one was for the transit consolidation with city 

transit and Dutchess County. I was told that this was the first time that in NYCOM's over 100 

year history that there is apparently one back to back award so we were very proud of that. 

 

I'd also like to take a moment to thank Lieutenant Sean McCarthy and Lieutenant Zeltman, both 

of them conducted on behalf of the city one of the breakout training sessions up at NYCOM 

which was on Procedural Justice. And that was very well attended and there were literally 

hundreds of representatives of towns and cities and villages throughout the state that come 

together twice each year to share best practices and to talk about some of the challenges. 

Everything from budgeting to state budget challenges and so forth. So there were a lot of 

breakout sessions and we were very proud to have our police force represent the city so well in 

the procedural justice workshop that they did this morning.  

 

And that's all I had Madam Chair. 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 
RESOLUTION  

R19-48 
EXTRACT OF MINUTES 

 
A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New 

York was convened in public session at the Council Chambers, City Hall, Poughkeepsie, New 

York on May 6, 2019 at 6:30 o'clock p.m., local time. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Finney, and, upon roll being called, the following 
members were: 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Council Chair Ann Finney 

Councilmember Sarah Brannen 
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Councilmember Natasha Cherry 

Councilmember Yvonne Flowers  

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson 

Councilmember Randall A. Johnson II 

Councilmember Matthew McNamara 

Councilmember Christopher D. Petsas 

Councilmember Sarah A. Salem 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
The following persons were ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Commissioner of Finance William Brady 
 
 
The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Cherry, seconded by Councilmember 

Randall Johnson, to wit; 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. R19-48 DATED MAY 6, 2019 

 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

 POUGHKEEPSIES’ WATER TREATMENT FACILITY  

UV DISINFECTION REPLACEMENT 

 

SEQR TYPE II CLASSIFICATION 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter the 

“City”) has received a preliminary engineering report of T&B Engineering, P.C. recommending 

replacement of UV Disinfection Equipment at the Poughkeepsies’ Joint Water Treatment Facility 

(the “Project”); and 

 

WHEREAS, at its meeting on April 2, 2019, the Poughkeepsies’ Joint Water Board 

recommended that the City and Town undertake and finance the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) states “replacement, rehabilitation or 

reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrades to buildings 

to meet building or fire codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in Section 

617.4 of this Part” has been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and 

are precluded from environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed Project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds in Section 

617.4; 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in consideration of the foregoing: 

 

1. The Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby finds that the Poughkeepsie’s’ 

Water Treatment Facility Project including the replacement of UV Disinfection equipment 

is a Type II Action and is not subject to review under SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617.5). 

 

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call, which 

resulted as follows: 

 

Council Chair Ann Finney   VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Sarah Brannen  VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Natasha Cherry  VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Yvonne Flowers  VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson  VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Randall A. Johnson II     VOTING Aye     

Councilmember Matthew McNamara VOTING Aye 

Councilmember Christopher D. Petsas     VOTING No  

Councilmember Sarah A. Salem  VOTING Aye 
 
 
 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
Approved:  May 6, 2019 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Robert G. Rolison 
Mayor 
 
CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER 
 
 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

 

 (1) She is the duly qualified and acting Chamberlain of the City of Poughkeepsie, 

Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter called the "City") and the custodian of the records of the 

City, including the minutes of the proceedings of the Common Council, and is duly authorized to 

execute this certificate. 

 

 (2) Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted at a meeting 

of the Common Council held on the 6th of May, 2019 and entitled: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 48 DATED MAY 6, 2019 
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CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

 POUGHKEEPSIE’S’ WATER TREATMENT FACILITY  

UV DISINFECTION REPLACEMENT 

 

SEQR TYPE II CLASSIFICATION 

 

 (3) Said meeting was duly convened and held and said resolution was duly adopted in 

all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the City.  To the extent required by law 

or said regulations, due and proper notice of said meeting was given.  A legal quorum of members 

of the Common Council was present throughout said meeting, and a legally sufficient number of 

members voted in the proper manner for the adoption of the resolution.  All other requirements 

and proceedings under law, said regulations or otherwise incident to said meeting and the adoption 

of the resolution, including any publication, if required by law, have been duly fulfilled, carried 

out and otherwise observed. 

 

 (4) The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the City and was duly 

affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set her hand this ___ day of May, 

2019. 
 
 
-SEAL- ____________________________________ 
 Deanne Flynn 
 City Chamberlain 
  
   
 
R 19-48 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Randall Johnson and seconded by 

Councilmember Lorraine Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

R19-50 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SALEM 
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 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council is considering action on a 

proposed update to the city’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie been engaged with consultants BFJ Planning to 

revise its 1999 LWRP document and has completed a preliminary draft document; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) Part 1, dated 5/1/19, has 

been prepared to address the potential environmental impacts of the action; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after comparing the thresholds contained in 6 NYCRR 617.4, the Common 

Council has determined that the proposed action is a Type 1 action; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after examining the EAF, the Common Council has determined that the 

only other involved agencies on this matter are the New York State Department of State and 

Dutchess County; however, interested agencies include but are not limited to the City Planning 

Board and Waterfront Advisory Committee under SEQR because of their non-binding review 

responsibilities; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby declares its intent to act as Lead 

Agency for the environmental review of this action and directs the City Chamberlain to circulate 

said declaration to other involved and interested agencies; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Determination of Significance will be made at 

such time as all information has been reviewed by the Common Council to enable it to determine 

whether the action will or will not have significant effect on the environment. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON 
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R 19-50 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM DEPUTY CHIEF FRANCO, a communication regarding proposed 

changes to Section 8-7 of Chapter 8 “FIRE PREVENTION”, requiring an 

operating permit for public establishment.  
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2. FROM EUROPA MCGOVERN, a communication regarding Climate Smart 

Communities Pledge.  

 

3. FROM COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS, requesting an update on the license 

renewal discussions with the proprietor of the Ice House.  

 

4. FROM COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS, a communication regarding a proposed 

traffic change on Vernon Terrace to one-way.  

 

5. FROM COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN, a communication on strengthening 

and streamlining historic preservation policies in the City of Poughkeepsie." 

 

6. FROM CAFÉ SWEET SPOT, INC. (located at 296 Main Street), a notice of 

intent to obtain a liquor license. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

7. FROM SAFECO, a notice of property damage sustained by Pamela Hardy, on 

February 9, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

8. FROM BROOKE JACKSON, a notice of personal injuries sustained on January 

29, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

9. FROM JOHN DEARDEN, a notice of property damage sustained on April 14, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

10. FROM DOROTHY VASQUEZ, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 15, 2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

11. FROM DREW GARZA, a notice of personal injury sustained on January 26, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Petsas to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:27 p.m. 
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Dated: September 19, 2019 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on May 6, 2019.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


