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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

             COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

                              MINUTES 

Monday, June 3, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.                           City Hall                     
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

ROLL CALL- All Present  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM February 4, 2019 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE  

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.  

 

Jeff Aman 5 Barnard Avenue 

Carmen McGill 78 Glenwood Avenue 

Darrett Roberts Franklin Street 

Warren Jones 32 North Clover Street 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 

Mike Young 20 Barclay Street 

Shannon Wong 297 Knollwood Raod 

Philip McCain 411 Maple Street 
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Laurie Sandow South Grand Avenue 

V. CHAIRWOMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Finney- I would like to follow up on both Ms Sandow’s and Mr. Young's 

criticisms questions regarding certain allegations about numbers that were provided in the 

contract negotiations with the city that. Information has been referred to the Corporation Counsel 

and formally it is a dispute with a contractor who hasn't executed a contract with the city and it is 

properly within the scope of corporation counsel to address and he is addressing it and he will 

get back to us in due course. 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison- There was a comment tonight in reference to zoning and planning, and I think 

we're talking about the comprehensive plan, I wanted to say that the city staff planning in 

administration have been meeting over the past week or two about our comprehensive plan and 

we've all spoken about it and wanting to update that. So what we're doing now is we are looking 

at funding sources to update our comprehensive plan. Our expectation is to go out for an RFP 

this fall, with a start date in 2020 of updating the comprehensive plan, and obviously there will 

be a lot more to talk about between now and then. But right now there are some funding streams 

that we believe are available, and also with the 2020 budget preparation starting in just about a 

week, we're going to also look at the 2020 budget as an area where money can be put to combine 

with grant funding and other sources of money to complete that update.  

 

Also we are putting together a group of members of City Administration, Corporation Counsel, 

Police Department, and members of the Council I had a conversation with the Chair on 

reviewing our towing ordinance and the licensing of tow services in the city. 

 

We'll be launching our Municipal I.D. program this Friday June 7th, in the Clerk's Office.  

 

Also I wanted to just mention that I and the chair have spoken about additional youth program 

funding. And tonight there's a communication from the finance commissioner on some budget 

transfers which will include approximately $100,000 in additional youth program funding.  

What my expectation is at this point is we may look to bolster and assist the programs that are 

right now funded through our Youth Grant Program, and to reach out to those programs that are 

funded to see if additional revenues would help them with additional spots for children and 

young adults to be in those programs. And also if those programs can be extended farther into the 

summer and into the school year. But we are hoping that the council will look favorably upon the 

additional funding for youth program services. 

 

On Sunday before Memorial Day, we had our annual Memorial Day service hosted by Lafayette 

Post 37, at Soldiers Fountain. And again I want to thank Lafayette Post 37 for putting this on. 

They've been doing it for many, many, years. It is a really moving ceremony commemorating 

our men and women of the armed services who lost their lives in the defense of our nation.  And 

I think Lafayette Post Number 37 deserves a special place for just what they do there.  

 

Now to the parade of champions, we've had some stops and starts with our parade of champions 
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because of the weather, but the parade is on for Friday, and now it actually includes a different 

group an additional group of champions. So we're going to be honoring our “2019 Class A State 

Basketball Champions”, but also our newly crowned 2019 Girls Crew State Champions”. Two of 

the varsity boats are now state champs so they will also be honored on Friday. So the parade will 

be kicking off again in about 4:15. We'll be coming here to City Hall for an official ceremony, 

and then because Friday is also first Friday. The teams will then make their way to Mansion 

Square Park, where First Friday will be this Friday night, and there'll be another celebration and 

they will be honored there as well. So we're really excited. The weather looks great for the rest of 

the week and Friday and this parade will happen on Friday with and in conjunction with First 

Friday. 

 

On Saturday the LGBTQ center of Kingston will be hosting a pride picnic at Warriors Park.  

Then on Sunday it'll be the first Dutchess County Pride Parade and Festival here in the City of 

Poughkeepsie. The parade will be stepping off at one o'clock, and then going down a lineup it's a 

twelve and the parade will be stepping off at one o'clock and going down to Waryas Park where 

there'll be a festival between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m. at Waryas.  

 

So on this exciting weekend starting on Friday and then Pride weekend starting on Saturday and 

ending on Sunday here in the city, and I would urge anyone who can attend all three of these 

events, you should do it because this is going to be a great weekend here in the city.  

 

I want to thank Sarah Wilson. Sarah Wilson has been the committee chair for Arts Commission, 

unfortunately due to work requirements she's had to step down from that position effective at the 

end of the month. And I met with Sarah, and I thanked her but I also want to make sure I knew 

that, and we should all thank Sarah when we see her for her commitment to the arts.  

 

Also just a special shout out to our colleague council person Natasha Cherry, who was honored 

on Saturday evening by Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity with their national merit award for service to 

the city and to the school district so Natasha, on behalf of us, congratulations.  

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Flowers to receive and print. 

 

R- E- S- O- L- U- T- I- O- N 

(R19-54) 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHAIRWOMAN FINNEY 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has been in negotiations with Verizon Wireless 

for the deployment of small cell telecommunication devices in the city right of way; and  

 

WHEREAS, the negotiations have resulted in an agreement between the parties 

contained in a Small Wireless Facilities Master License Agreement (“MLA”) which agreement 
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sets forth the terms and conditions for the installation of small cell telecommunication devices in 

the city’s right of way; and  

 

WHEREAS, the agreement also contains design standards which must be adhered to in 

the deployment of the small cell communication devices; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to  6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations) under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that 

certain actions identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental 

review under the Environmental Conservation Law; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and or the 

City Administrator to execute and deliver the Small Wireless Facilities Master License 

Agreement in for and substance as attached hereto to Orange County-Poughkeepsie Limited 

Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  
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R19-54 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION  

(R19-55) 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT UNDER THE GREEN INNOVATION GRANT 

PROGRAM FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE LIBERTY STREET PARKING LOT 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN FINNEY  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has been has been awarded a grant from the New 

York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (“EFC”) under the Green Innovation Grant 
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Program (“Grant Program”) in the amount of $1,390,000 for improvements to the Liberty Street 

Parking Lot; and 

 WHEREAS, the City will utilize the grant to improve the Liberty Street Parking Lot 

with the following “green technologies”: (1) separate the combined sewer system; (2) minimize 

impervious surfaces; (3) improve pedestrian accessibility; and (4) increase vegetation (the, 

“Project”); and 

 WHEREAS, the City will commit $190,000 from the Sewer Fund Unreserved Fund 

Balance in order to meet the Grant Program’s local match requirement and may commit other in-

kind city services; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to  6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations) under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that 

certain actions identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental 

review under the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

NOW THEREFORE,  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council authorizes Mayor 

Robert G. Rolison to execute a Grant Agreement with the NYS Environmental Facilities 

Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents, and instruments necessary to bring 

about the project and to fulfill the City of Poughkeepsie’s obligations under the Grant 

Agreement; and be it further, 

 RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council authorizes and 

appropriates $190,000 for the local match as required by the Green Innovation Grant Program 

for the Liberty Street Parking Lot Renovation from Sewer Fund- Unreserved Fund Balance 

(03.00.0909).  The Mayor may increase this local match through the use of in kind services 

without further approval from the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council; and be it further 

 RESOLVED that the City of Poughkeepsie hereby determines that the proposed Liberty 

Street Parking Lot Renovations is a Type II action in accordance with 6 NYCRR Section 

617.5(c)(2) as a “replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, 

on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building, energy, or fire codes…” and  

Section 617.5(c)(3) as a “retrofit of an existing structure and its appurtenant areas to incorporate 

green infrastructure” and is therefore not subject to further review under 6 NYCRR Part 617.  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOW 
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R19-55 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC.” 

 

(O-19-05) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

 

SECTION 1: Section 13-172 of the Motor Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance entitled “One-way 

streets designated” is hereby amended by the following addition:  

 

Section 13-172 One-way streets designated 

 

The following streets or parts of streets are hereby designated one-way streets, and when 

appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, no vehicle shall pass over said streets except 

in the direction indicated: 

 

Vernon Terrace, from Vernon Terrace Extension to Bain Avenue, except in a westerly 

direction 

 

 

SECTION 2: Section 13-181.3 Parking prohibited at all times, except Mondays for a twenty-

three-hour period starting at 9:00 a.m. is hereby amended by the following deletion: 

 

When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking on the following streets or 

parts of streets shall be prohibited at all times, except Mondays for a twenty-three-hour period 

starting at 9:00 a.m. 

 

(a) When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, there shall be no parking for 23 

hours on Monday, Wednesday and Friday on the side of the street so designated and on 
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Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday on the side of the street so designated, starting 

at 9:00 a.m., on the following streets or parts of streets: 

 

[Vernon Terrace, south side, excluding dead-end] 

 

SECTION 3: Section 13-189.10 No parking twenty-three hours starting at 9:00 a.m. on 

Wednesdays shall be amended with the following addition:  

When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking on the following streets or 

parts of streets shall be prohibited for a twenty-three-hour period starting at 9:00 a.m. on 

Wednesdays: 

 

Vernon Terrace, south side, from Vernon Terrace Extension to Bain Avenue 

 

 

SECTION 4: Section 13-180 of the Motor Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance entitled “No Parking 

Anytime” is hereby amended by the following additions: 

 

 Section 13-180  No Parking Anytime 

 

When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking upon the following streets or 

parts of streets shall be prohibited at all times: 

 

Vernon Terrace, north side, from Bain Avenue 50 feet northerly therefrom 

Vernon Terrace, south side, from Bain Avenue 50 feet northerly therefrom 

Vernon Terrace, north side, from Vernon Terrace Extension 50 feet westerly therefrom 

Vernon Terrace, south side, from Vernon Terrace Extension 50 feet westerly therefrom    
 

 

SECTION 5: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON  

 

BOLD AND UNDERLINE denotes ADDITION 

[Brackets and strikethrough] denote DELETION 

 
O-19-5 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §§13-126 OF THE 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

CONCERNING VARIOUS PARKING REGULATIONS 

 

(O-19-6) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  Section 13-126(c)(2) of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances 

entitled “The following on-street parking permit districts are hereby created:” is hereby amended 

by the addition of the following district “District 4:  South side District”: 

 

Street Side Description Parking 

Regulation 

Time 

Regulation 

North 

Hamilton  

Street from 

High Street to 

Parker Avenue 

west side Residential 

Parking Only   

None None 

 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON  

 
O-19-6 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-185.1 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
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(O-19-07) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: Section 13-195.1 No parking twenty-three hours on alternate sides of street, 

starting at 9:00 a.m., between first day of December and first day of April shall be amended as 

follows: 

 

No parking [twenty-three hours on alternate sides of street, starting at 9:00 a.m.] Monday and 

Friday from 9:00 am. to 5:00 pm, between first day of December and first day of April 

When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, there shall be no parking from 9 am to 

5 pm [for 23 hours] on Monday [, Wednesday and Friday] on the side of the street so designated 

and from 9 am to 5 pm on [Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday] Friday on the side of the 

street so designated, [starting at 9:00 a.m.,] between the first day of December and the first day 

of April on the following streets or parts of streets: 

 

Jewett Avenue 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON 

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Bold and Underlining 

DELETIONS denoted by Brackets [] and Strikethrough 

 

 
O-19-7 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by Councilmember 

Cherry to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 
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AND TRAFFIC” 

(O-19-9) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER FLOWERS  

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition: 

 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 

 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be designated 

as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose set forth in this 

Article: 

 

Winnikee Ave., South side, beginning 70 feet East of its intersection of Bement Ave. and 

continuing East for a distance of 15 feet, for one parking space. 
 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON  

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

 
O-19-9 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Salem Voter     

Councilmember Brannen Voter    

Councilmember Cherry  Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Flowers Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember R. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairwoman Finney Voter    
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR HESSE, a 

communication regarding the Annual Consolidated Funding Application process.  
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2. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRADY, a communication regarding 

mid-year budget amendments.  
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3. FROM COUNCILMEMBER SALEM, a communication regarding the Right to 

Know Act.  

 

4. FROM JEANNE LANAHAN, a notice of personal injury sustained on May 13, 

2019. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XI. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Flowers to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:19 p.m.  

 

Dated: October 15, 2019  
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on June 3, 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain  


